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A TRUE NARRATIOUNE 


OF THE 


DECLYNEING AIGE OF THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND. 


THe CuurcH UNIVERSALL is likened unto a birthfull mother, and 
the Particular Churche unto the daughter of the samyne; of the 
quhilk the birth, growth, and declyneing is the matter of Ecclesias- 
ticall Histories. Our Kirke of Scotland being one of thaise, and I 
about to wrytt the Historie thairof, I doe most humbly besiche God 
hir Father, and Jesus Chryst hir spouse, the onlie wisdome and ve- 
rity, that I may doe the same wysely and truely ; suppressing 
nothing of the truth that is materiall, and expressing nothing that 
sall nocht be neidfull for His glory, and the good and true informa- 
tioun of the posteritie : Protesting befoir His dreidfull Majestie, in 
all submissioun, humilitie, and sinceritie, that what I doe is from 
the uprycht intention of my heart, without wavereing to the rycht 
or left hand, for feir or favour of oney, saife Jesus Christ above all ; 
quhose caus to furder or advance with any leies quhatsumevir, I 
doe account it a detestable and sacriligious boldness !» 


The aige of Tar Kirk or ScoTLann, since scho wes brought out 
of the darkness of Paperie to the Reformation begun in Scotland, the 
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clear light of the Gospell, has been now sa perfect jubilee of sevin 
sevine! yeares, from the yeir of hir Lord’s incarnation 1560, unto 
this present year 1610.2. The infancie quhairof wes admirable, the 
growth to hir full perfectioun was incomparabill in any kingdome ; 
and so this doolfull decay, in this almaist dying aige, most pitiful 
and most lamentabill. Her infancie, most happie in almost blessed 
tyme, hath been most excellentlie, boith for truth and stylle, com- 
mitted to wrytt. Her perfectioun, just according to the paterne 
schawin by God to the Prophettis and Apostelles upon the Mon- 
taines of Sinay and Sion : In doctrine and discipline, without any 
mixture from Babylon, or that city sett on seven hills,* or from 
the policie of man’s braine, hath bein, for sinceritie, truth, and 
libertie, thaise mony yeires, of all Kirks, in all the kingdoms of 
Europe, with admiration beholding and looking upon; faire as the 
morneing, cleir as the mone, pure as the soone in the eyes of hir 
freinds, and dreidfull as ane armie feghting* under ane banner, to 
all hir enimies! And, now, necessitie is laid upon me, with sor- 
rowfull heart and drouping eyes, to sett doun the declyneing aige 
thereof,® which took the sensibill begining at that Evill Synod, the 
sevintein day of December, in the yeir of our Lord 1596; and 
haith continewit, from evill to worse, unto this present yeir, 1610; 
as the true Narratioun subsequent sall mak manifest. 


M.D.XCVI. 

The Kirk of Scotland having obteined not only hir Doctrine, bot 
hir Discipline and Governement, confirmed, ratified, and approven 
by the King’s Majestie and quholl Estaites of the realme; first, se- 
veralie, by subscribeing and sweireing to his Majestie’s Confessioune 
of Faith tuo dyverse tymes, viz., in the yeir 1581, and in the yeir 


1 Seven times seven years complete. 2« This History written in 1610.”— 
Note on Margin of Advocates’ MS. Rob. III., 2, 12. 3 Rome, the mystical Ba- 
bylon. 4 “‘ Marching” in the other MSS. _—° “‘ Handles only the Declining State 
of the Church, from the year 1596,”—Margin of Adv. MS. Rob. IIL, 2, 12. 
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1590 ; and thairefter by the Estates, solemnelie assembled in Par- 
lament, haldin in Edinburgh in the moneth of June in the yeir 
1592 ; and by the frie and powerfull walding of the tuo-edgit Rom- 
phaia,' put in the mouth of hir Ministers, and force of the bands of 
discipline joyned therwith ; and, namely, in hir Generall Assemblies 
and Presbyteries, scho had gotten the Apostate Earles, Huntlie, 
Angus, and Arroll,? with the heidis of that Papiste factioune ex- 
pelled the realme, 1594 ; and that most speciallie, for that forraine, 
unnaturall, and treasonabill conspiracy with the Spainyairds, scho 
did beginne, with true thankfullnes, seriouslie to seike God and the 
obedience to the haill will of Christ, hir spouse, according to the 
perfect lawis and ordinances of his kingdome, now fully establischit : 
And, first, at the Generall Assembly holdine at Edinburgh, in the 
moneth of Marche 1596, scho tryed exactlie hir haill memberes; 
searcheing out the corruptioune of all estaites, ordoures, and offices ; 
preisching to abolishe and wasch them away by the fire and wattir 
of the blood’ and Spirit of God; and, for that effect, had the doc- 
trine daylie sounding mychtilie, with humiliatioune, fasting, and 
prayer, confessing hir sinnes, and calling for mercie and grace to 
amend ; and sua reneweing and binding upe the Covenant maid to 
God in Jesus Christ.‘ 

The Excercise beginning in the Generall Assemblies passeth by 
directioune thereoff to all the Provinciall Presbyteries and particu- 
lar Sessiounes and Paroches of the realme, and was cairfullie keip- 
ed dureing the sommer and harvest sessioune thairefter, to the 
gryt joy, comfort, and edificatioune of all such as feired God and 
loved the Lord Jesus Christ; and I am certaine, by the experience 
found in my selff and maney others present in thaise meittinges, 
that the Assemblies of the saintes in Scotland wes nevir more beauti- 
full and gloriouse by the manifold and mightie graces of the pre- 
sence of the Holy Spirit; and sua nevir moir acceptabill to the 


1 The reading of this passage in the two Advocates’ MSS. is as follows : “ And by 
the free and powerfull pleading of the High God.” 2 Ady. MSS. incorrectly read 
“ Atholl.” The Earl of Errol is the person alluded to. 3 Ady. MSS. “ Word.” 
4 Ady. MSS. “ Maid againe with God and Christ Jesus.” 
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Lord and Heid, and profitabill to everie one of hir true members, 
nor wes at thaise times; as the deductioune of the particular 
actiounes extant in the Buikes and stories of thaise Assemblies will 
testifie to the posteritie. 

Thaise indeavores so enraged the Papistes and politictes,' that 
thei searched out all the cellars of Acheron, and in verie deid raised 
the very devill for the disturbance thairoff. The Papistes proving 
that thair wes na being for him in Scotland, iff that course schould 
continue, the politictis, feirmg their craft and tread schould be un- 
done, quhilk is to use indifferently all men and meines to effectuate 
their proffectes, and set thame selffes upe, and it were in the throne 
of Christ him selff: So, in the monethe of Auguste the King was 
movit in the Counsell at Falkland to decerne the recaveing haim 
the excommunicated and forfalted traitoures, apostat Earles, then 
to make choise of eight persounes,’” viz.: Alexander Seaton, Prior of 
Pluscarty,? Walter Stewart, Prior of Blantyre, Mr John Lindsay, 
Mr Thomas Hamiltone, Mr James Elphinstone, Mr John Skeene, 
Mr David Carnigy, and Mr Peter Young of Seton, quhairof the 
chieffe were much suspected of Papistrie, called Ocravians, quho 
schould have the chieffe matters and effaires of the Kingdome haillie 
concredited* to them; and thairwithall the Countesse of Huntly, 
ane professed obstinat Papist, to be resident at the Court, and haiff 
the governement of the Queine’s persoune, or cheife attendance and 
caire upon hir. These things effectuat in the moneth of October. 


The Commissionaris of the Generall Assembly, being put in just 
feir, wer moved to meit together at Edinburgh, in the monethe of 
October; quhair they resolved to abide and continue till they had 
usit all meines that lay in them for preventing of so dangerous at- 
tempts to the Kirk, and estait of all the realme, not omitting daylie 
to deille with the Kinges Majestie and Counsell annent these pro- - 
ceedings, and making the doctrine from pulpits stranglie to sownd 


! Politicians. ? University MS. reads, ‘“‘ And therfoir called ‘ The Octa- 
viannes, ”—but does not give their names. 3 Pluscardine. 4 Entrusted, 
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against thame, that no privie dealing nor! admonitioun could take 
place for staying thairof. 

In the mean tyme, Mr David Blak, a faithfull watchman in the 
ministerie at Sanct Androes, made for warneing to the peiple, in 
ane sermone of his, from the pulpit at St Androes; for the quhilk, 
without any complaint of him maid aither to the Sessioune or Pres- 
byterie, or to the Commissionares of the Generall Assemblie, he was 
summond at ane certaine day to compear before the King and 
Counselle, at Edinburgh, quhair the Commissionares of the Gene- 
rall Assemblie being sitting, he advysethe with him self and tham 
quhat to doe; and be the commoune advyse, and consent, and 
counsell of the haill Ministerie that conveined with the said Com- 
missionares, he was moved to give in a Declynatour, in wryt, sub- 
scrived by the hands of all, schawing, by maney invincibill reas- 
souns out of the Word of God, that the King and Counsell could 
not be Judges to the Ministeris of God their doctrine utterit from 
pulpit, 7 prima instantia. A coppie of the quhilk Declinature, for 
the mair weght and strenth, wes with all dilligence sent by the 
Commissionaris of the Generall Kirk to everie Presbyterie [and] 
through every Province of the realme, and returnit againe to them 
subscribed by the hands of every severall Minister in Scotland ; 
with humble and earnest exhortatioun to his Majestie’s Counsell 
to use the ordour prescryved by the Word of God, constitutiounes 
of the Kirk, and established by the lawis and practise of the realme. 
The tennor of this Declinature? followis: 


1 “Dreiding or.” University MS. 2 This very important paper is omitted 
in both of the MSS. belonging to the Advocates’ Library. It has, however, been 
preserved in the University MS., and has also been printed in Calderwood’s Hist. 
fol. edit., pp. 353, et seq. 

It may be remarked here, that very few of the Original Papers have been preserved 
in the two transcripts belonging to the Faculty of Advocates, both of which have 
been very carelessly copied ; but it is satisfactory, that by a collation of the three 
MSS. a pretty correct text has now been adjusted.—-Editor. 
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THE DECLYNATOUR OF THE KING AND COUNSELLE’S JUDGMENT IN 
MATTERES SPIRITUALL, NAMELY, PREICHING OF THE WORD, GIVIN 
IN TO THE SAME, ATT HALIRUDHOUSE, BE MR DAVID BLAK, 
MINISTER AT SAINCT ANDROES, IN HIS AWIN NAME, AND IN NAME 
OF HIS BRETHEREIN OF THE MINISTRIE, THE AUGHTEIN DAY OF 
NOVEMBER 1596. 


Decretal. Lib. 5, cap. 5. 


Quod latenter aut per vim vel alias illicite introductum est nulla 
stabilitate debet persistere. 


Calvinus Farello. 


Expecti sumus quam difficile sit eos moderari que viam sapientice 
opinione desipuunt pariendo tandem eluctabimur interea gemma- 
mus ferentes quee corrigere non licet. 


“ Unto your Majestie and Lordis of Secrete Counsell, in all reve- 
rence in Christ, humblie meines,! I Mr David Blak, Minister of the 
Evangell at Sainct Androis, That quhair I am chargit be your 
Highnes’ Letteris to compeir and answer for certain unrevereand, 
unfamous, and undecent speiches, alledgit be me utterit in some of 
my sermones maid in publict, in the Kirk of St Androis, in the 
monethe of October last bypast, 1596; as at more length is conteined 
in the said Letteris: Quhairin, albeit the conscience of my innocen- 
cie uphaldis me sufficientlie againes quhatsumever calumnies of men, 
and that I am readie, by the assistance and grace of my God, to 
give ane Confessioune, and [stand] to the defence of everie point of 
the treuthe of [my] God, utterit be me in the said sermones, aither 
in the opining up of his Word, or application thairof, befoir your 
Majestie or Councel, or quhatsumevir persoun or persounes that 
upon any lawfull cause will craiffe ane account of that houpe that 


1 Complains. 
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is in me, in quhatsumevir place or maner, so far as salbe requisit 
for cleiring and maintinance of the treuthe and of my ministerie, 
and may be done without the prejudice of that libertie quhilk the 
Lord Jesus hes given and establischit in the spirituall Office-bear- 
reris of his kingdom: Yet, sieing I am brought at this time to stand 
befoir your Majestie and Counseil [as a Judge] set to cognosce and 
decerne upon my doctrine, quhairthrow my answering to the preten- 
dit accusatioune ‘might import with the manifest prejudies of the 
liberties of the Kirk, and acknowledgement also of your Majestie’s 
jurisdictioun in matteres that ar meir spirituall, quha mycht move 
your Majestie to attempt further in the spirituall government of 
the House off God, to the provocatioune of his holie’ displeasure 
againes your Majestie; and in end, ather a plain subverting of the 
said Spirituall Judicature, or at least a confounding thairof with 
the civil, if at oney time prophain and ambitiouse Magistrats mycht 
by such dangerous beginninges finde the hedge brokine [downe] to 
mak a violent irruptioune? upon the Lord’s inheritance, quhilk the 
Lord forbid! Thairfor, I am movid with? all humilitie and submis- 
sioune of mynd, to use a Declinatour of this judgment, at the least, 
in prima instantia ; quhilk I beseik your Majestie earnestlie to con- 
sider of and accept. According to justice: For the REAssOUNES 
following. 

““‘ First, The Lord Jesus, the God of ordour, not of confusion, as 
apperis evidently in all the Kirkes of his Sainctis, and of quhom onlie 
T haiff [the grace of my] calling, as his ambassadour, albeit moste un- 

worthie of that calling and honour to beir his Name amonges his 
saincts, he hes given me his Word, and no law or traditioune of men, 
as the only instructiounes quhairby I schould rewle the hail ac- 
tiounes of my calling, preiching of the Word, administratioune of the 
Sacramentes‘ thairof, and excerceise of Discipline; and in the dis- 
charge of his commissioune I cannot fall in the reverence of any 
civill law of man; but in sua far as I salbe found to’ pas the com- 
1 Cald. Hist. “ Hote.” 2 Univ. MS. “ Corruptioune.” 3 Cald. Hist. 


“ Constrained us.” 4Cald. Hist. “ Seales.” 5 Cald. Hist. ‘“ Have 
passed.” 
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passe of my instructiounes, quhilk can not be judgit, according to 
the order estabilischit by that God of ordour, bot be his prophetes, 
quhoise lypes he hes oppined, and appoynted to be the keipers of 
his heavenlie wisdome, and to quhilk he has subjected the spiritis 
of the propheitis. And now, sieing it is the preiching of the Word 
quhairoff I am accusit, quhilk is a principall poynt of my calling, 
of necessitie it must be that the propheitis first cleir? quhither I 
haiff keipit the boundis of my directiounes befoir I cum to be judgit 
be your Majestie’s power® for my offence. | 

“ Secondly, Because the Libertie of the Kirke and haill Discipline 
thereof, according as the same has bein and is presently excerceised 
within the boundis of your Majestie’s realme, hes bein confirmed 
by diverse actis of parliament, and approved by the Confessioune 
of Faith, be the subscriptiounnes and oathes of your Majestie, your 
Majestie’s Estaites, and haill bodie of the contrie, and peceablie 
brooked be the Office-beirares of the Kirke in all poyntes; and 
namely, in the foresaid poynt annent the Judicatorie of the preich- 
ing of the Word, in prima instantia ; as the practeis of diverse lait 
exemples evidentlie will schaw. Thairfoir, the questioune annent 
my preiching aught, first, according to the groundis and practise 
foirsaid, be judgit be the Ecclesiasticall Senat, as the competent 
Judge thairof, in prima instantia. 

“In respect quhairoff, and for diverse other weightie causses and 
consideratiounes, namelie, for eschewing the gryt and dangerous 
inconveniences that myght both fall out to the Religioune and to 
your Majestie’s awin Estaite by the appeirance of distractioune of 
your Majestie’s affection from the Ministrie and good cause of God 
in their hands, to the greiff of your Majestie’s best subjectes, and to 
the encouragment of the adversaries, boith of your Majestie’s Estate 
and Religioun. Thairfoir, 1 most humblie beseche your Majestie, 
in name of my Breitherein the Commissionaris of the Generall As- 
semblie, and the remanent of the Breitherein of the Ministerie, quho, 
for testifieing of thair earnest affectioune and allowance of the pre- 


' Cald, Hist, <‘ Must first declair.” 2 « OF your Majestie’s lawes.” Cald. Hist. 
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misses, hes subscryved thir presents with their handis, that your 
Majestie, in this action, would manifest your earnest cair to men- 
tein that libertie quhilk the Church of Christ within the countrie, 
for the confort of his saintis, with so gryt blessing enjoyed, since 
the Gospell was first revealed in this land, wherethrough the god- 
lie may be comforted, the adversaris frustrated of their expecta- 
tioune, and your Majestie truly honoured, in honouring the Lord 
Jesus.” 


This moved the King and Counsell so, that by oppin proclama- 
tioune, conteineing a most scandalous narratioune against the Mini- 
sters of the Kirk and their proceidinges, the Commissionaris of the 
Generall Assemblie wer commandit to avoid! the toune, and goe 
home to thair places, within aught and fourtie houres. The quhilk 
commandement, efter they had directed lettres to all the Presbyteries 
of the land concerneing thair proceedinges, and the cause of thair 
departour, they humbly obeyed; the coppie of the charge followes : 


[CHARGE AGAINST THE MINISTERS, &c. | 


“ James, be the grace of God, King of Scotis, To....... 
Messengers, our Shereffis in that pairt, conjunctlie and severallie, 
speciallie constitut, greiting: Forsomeikle as we, with consent of our 
thrie estaitis of our parliament, in the yeire of God 1584, undir- 
standing that gryt inconvenience and harme has fallin in our realme 
throw the wicked and licentious privat and publict speiches of un- 
true calumneis of diverse his subjects, to the disdain and contempt 
of our Consell and proceidinges, and to the dishonour of us, our pa- 
rantis, and progenitouris, and estaite ; steirmg upe of our subjectes 
thairby to mislyking, seditioune, unquyetnes, and to cast off all 
thair due obedience to us, to thair awin evident perrell, tinsell, ? and 
distructioune, we alwayis concurring in love and clemencie towardis 


1 Retire from. 2 Loss. 


2K 
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our subjectes, and maist willing to seike thair saifetie and preser- 
vatioune: Thairfoir, it wes then statuted and ordained be us and 
our estaites of parliament, that non of our subjectes, of quhatsum- 
ever functioune, or degrie or qualities, in tyme comeing, schould 
presume nor tak upon hand, privatlie or publiclie, in sermones, de- 
clamatiounes, or familiar conferences, to utir any slanderous speiches 
to the disdain, contempt, and reproche of us, our Conseles and pro- 
ceidinges, or to the dishonour, hurt, and prejudice of us, our parentes 
and progenitouris, to meddell with the effaires of us and our estait, 
present, bygaine, or to come, under the paines conteined in our 
actes of parliament, againés the mockers and tellers of lies betuix 
us and our subjectes, quhilk is the pain of death; certifieing thame 
that sould be found contraveineres thairoff, or that heires sick slan- 
derous speiches, and repeitis not the same with dilligence, the same 
salbe execute againes thame with all rigor, in example of utheris; 
as in the aught parliament foirsaid, 1584 yeiris, at lenth is con- 
tained ; in the quhilk also, be ane uther act, our royall power above 
all estaites, boith spirituall and temporall, wes estabillischit ; and 
thairfoir, it wes ordained, that no persoune, functioune, or degree, 
spirituall or temporall, schould declyne our judgment in any materes 
of seditioune or of treassoune, or of uthiris civill or criminall causses, 
or in any contumelious, seditious, or tressonable speiches uttired 
be thame in pulpites or scoolis, or uthirwayes, to the disdaine, re- 
proch, and contemp of us, our Counsell and proceidinges, undir the 
pain of tressoune, as the said uther act at mair lenth is conteined : 
And by reassoune the said wickit and licentious forme of speiches, 
publict in sermones and pulpites, and meddling with the estait day- 
lie increasses, be impugninge of loveabill actes of parliament, Coun- 
sell, and proclamatiounes following thairupoune, with our loveabill 
decreitis in civill materes givin with advyse of our Nobilitie and 
Counsell, royall power and auctoritie, in all civill and criminalle - 
matteres of seditioune and treassoune, being brought in doubt and 
questioune, as thought we wer not Judge to any speiches, of quhat- 
sumevir qualitie, uterit in pulpit, or that the said place for utiring 
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of God’s Word, in truth and in veritie, schould bea girthe! and im- 
munitie to false, seditious, and tressonabill words, and a caus of de- 
clyneing of our Judgement thairin ; as also the samyn is most ne- 
gligentlie sufferit be the auditouris thairof; testifyeing thairby, in a 
maner, they consent, specialie be the Magistrates and men of power 
to quhom the executioune of all guid lawis, and maintenance of our 
auctoritie properlie perteines: Thairfoir, it is statute and ordained, 
that ilk Schereff, Stewart, Bailies of our Regalities, Provest, Baillies 
and Counsellis within Burghes, Nobill men, Barrounes, and Gentil 
men of power to landwart, and ilk ane of thame, conjunctlie and 
severallie, quho sall be present auditores and hereres of any sic false 
and seditious, or treasonabill speiches foirsaids, respective, and sall 
not apprehend, keip, and detein the heireres thairof, quho sall suffir 
the utirer to speik publictlie any mair within the bounds and juris- 
dictioune foirsaid : And that lettres be directed be us, at our Advo- 
cattis instance, chairging the said Bailies, Stewartis, &c., ilk ane of 
thame respective, to put our said act of parliament, and this our pre- 
sent act, to dew executioune, undir the pain foirsaidis, within aught 
and fortie houris eftir ilk ane of thame be chargit thairto, undir 
the paine of rebellioune ; and if they failie, to denunce, &c.: And 
that the tryall thairof sall come in maist summarlie, suspensioune, 
by way of supplicatioune and chairge to ane messinger, to summond 


the said Advocate the morne efter the chairge be obteinit be the 


pairtie chairgit, and to be desyeit severallie before us and our Coun- 
sell, in caice the pairtie chargeit deny all bygane contraventioune, 
and offir to find cautioune undir gryte sowmes, in caice he haiff bein 
found to haiff contraveinit, and for obedience in tyme comeing ; 
but? prejudice alwayis of our richt and power to seike furder paines, 
sike as paine of lyffe, landis and guidis, competent to us againes 
the not reveillares of lyes, seditioune, and treassoun, according to 
the qualitie of the said speiches respective, quhilk salbe publictlie 
utterit, and not stoppite and reveillit® be the persounes foirsaid, 
heireres thairoff, conforme to the auld loveabill lawis and consuetud 


1 Sanctuary. 2 Without. 3 Stopped and revealed. 
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of our realme, in pursuite of seditiounes and treassounabill persounes. 
Our Willis, &c.: Mak publicatioune heiroff.” 


The second Declinatoure of the King and Counsales Judicatour 
in matteris spirituall, namely, of the preiching of the Word, gevin 
to the samyne att Edinbruche, the 30th of November, by Mr David 
Blacke, in his awin name and of the haill Ministerie, quho had 
everie ane in their awin persounes subscryved the formere.' 

The next sermone day, quhilk was the 17 day of December, ad- 
vertisement comes to the Breither in the morneing, that about ane 
hundreth of the best professouris of the burgesses of the towne of 
Edinburgh were commandit to warde, out of the towne; [and the 
favourers of the Papist Earles, their servants, and friends, and 
clyents, were flocking to the toune, and gathering together therein.”] 
The Watchemen,* as duetie required, maid wairneing, and after the 
sermone requeist the Nobill men [and Gentlemen‘] that wer pre- 
sent, in the name of Christ, to meit there immediatly in the West 
Kirk,” thair to advyse quhat were meittest to be done for prevent- 
ing Popische attempts. The haill number gathered and convenit 
thought it maist fitt that a guid number of the best that were thair 
schould be directed to the Kingis Majestie and Counsell, presently 
sitting in the commoune Judgment-place, thair to complein hum- 
blie and heavilie of the dischairging of the Commissionaris of the 
Generall Assemblie, and of the trubleing of so mony honnest men 
without a causs, and of the libertie and freedome granted to excom- 
municat tratour Papists. 

Traitors, whill as these wer attending his Majestie’s answer, and 
_ the rest of the Nobill men and Gentill men abyding togider in the 
Kirk, and waiting for his Majestie’s pleasoure, out comes ane with 
a gryt fray, and sayis, “The Papistis ar in armes to tak the towne, 
and to cutt all your throattis!” Quhairat the Nobill and Gentill 


1 This document is contained in the Univ. MS., but omitted in the others. It is 
to be found in Cald. Hist. folio edition, pp. 346-348. 2 Omitted in Univ. MS. 
3 The Ministers of Edinburgh. 4 Note in Univ. MS. 5 The parish Church of 
St Cuthbert’s, without the walls of the city. Univ. MS. reads, “in the nixt Kirk.” 
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men, with gryt feir and haste, arose. The tumult raissit, all the 
towne gois to armes, and coming togidder to the commone streit 
and mercat-place ; but within les space nor ane houre of time, by 
the Ministers of Edinburgh thair travell, ranneing amongis thair 
awin people, and forbiding thame, the tumult wes stayit without 
any hurt or harme to any man. His Majestie by all wes most reve- 
rentlie convoyit from the place of Judgment downe to the Palace 
off Halirudhouse ; quhair, at aftirnoone, the Nobill and Gentill men 
directed to complaine were attending ane answer, by ane messenger 
’ sent by the King and Counsell wer commandit to depart forth of 
the towne, and to goe home, within so many houris, to thair places, 
under the paine of tressoun. The tumult is declairit to be sedi- 
tious and treasonabill, and the Ministers of Edinbruche the cheif 
autouris thairoff; the burgesses of the towne, the committeres and 
all pairt-takeres of quhatsumevir place or ranke, guiltie, 


The King with his Counsell makes haist from of Edinbruche to 
Lynlythgow, and thairfra, 20 December 1596, directs chairges to 
the Proveist and Baillies of Edinbruche to apprehend thair four (five) - 
Ministeres, [viz., Masters Robert Bruce, Walter Balcanquall, Wil- 
liam Watsone, James Balfour, and Michael Cranstoune,'| and put 
thame in stronge and closse prissoun to abyd thair tryalls. The 
Ministers after advyse with the chief and wysest of thair flockes, 
thought best to ceid® and give place to the present furie, and re- 
serve thame selffis alyve to a better tyme; mainly tendering his 
Majestie’s estait, leist he schould be seduced by wicked men and 
Counsell to doe that quhilk too lait mycht be repented; and sua, 
eftir the Apologie sett doune in wrytt, they withdrew tham selves 
secreitlie, and lurkit by the space of half ane yeare. The tennor 
of which Appologie followeth :? 


1 The names of the five Ministers of Edinburgh are not inserted in Univ. MS. 
2 Adv. MSS. “ To flie.” % The reader is here referred to the note on p, 422 of this 
work. 
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ANE HUMBILL SUPPLICATIOUNE APOLOGICALL, AND FAITHFULL 
ADMONITIOUN, TO HIS MAJESTIE AND COUNSELL, GIVIN AT 
THAT SAME TYME BE THE COMISSIONERES OF THE GENERALL 
ASSEMBLIE, IN NAME OF THE HAIL KIRKE. 


“ Pleas your Majestie, and your Lordschips of your Majestie’s 
Councell: For alsmeikle as the Generall Assemblie of the Kirk, hal- 
dine at Edinbruche in the moneth of Mairch last bypast, consider- 
ing, that the iniquity of the land in all estaitis wer allredie com to 
the fulnes that it could not longer suffer a delay of the judgmentis 
threattnid againes the contempt of this aige; and percevinge the 
raige of Sataun kendled up all his instrumentis, alse weill within 
the contrie as without, that evin then it appeirit that the Lord wes 
preparing the scourge of his indignatioun quhairwith he wald straik 
undoutedlie befoir it wer longe; thairfoir, thai gaif. thair commis- 
sioun to certaine chosine Breithreine, quho, upon the occasioune of 
the approching of the angrie continance of God, mycht assemble 
thame selffes togidder, and give thair attendance upoune the Lord’s 
working, that by thair fidelitie, every ane of thame, in thair awin 
calling, mycht be in the convenient tyme steirit upe unfainedlie to 
turne unto God for preventing of his wraith: According to the 
quhilk, being heir conveinit, and finding the foirfaulted, excommu- 
nicated Earles to be returnit and remaineing within the contray, 
and to strenghtene thame selves dayly, by impunitie and ovirsycht, 
quhairthorowe they become able to give the concurrance to the for- 
raine enemie, in caice of forraine assault, and lykewyis to attempt be 
thame selves and thair confederatis within the contray, quhatsum- 
ever purpose mycht be prejudiciall to the Kirke of God and your 
Majestie’s estait, quhilk is a evident argument of the wraith of the 
Lord to be at hand, and moir neir alwyis nor it is apprehendit be _ 
your Majestie: We can nocht, thairfoir, but give your Majestie 
faithfull adverteisment, beseiking your Majestie to give heid thairto 
without all preoccupied mind and affectioune, as we be the grace 
of God, in sinceritie, love, and humilitie, sall propone the samyne to 
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your Majestie: And becaus we, our Presbyteries and Ecclesiasti- 
call Judgmentis, ar greviouslie traduced at Tabillis, Counsel, and 
mercat-crosses in publict proclamatiounes, be giveing us out to be 
unlawfully occupyed in devyseing and setting doune of formes, 
ruelis, and places, altogidder againest the law of God and man, pre- 
judiciall to your Majestie’s auctoritie and persoune, to presume 
proudly to mak convocatiounes and tumultis, to intend to brek 
your Majestie’s peace, the raiseing of truble, seditiounes, and insur- 
rectiounes, confusioune, discord, and uther inconvenientis in your 
Majestie’s contrie; seiking only to cullour thair doinges under fri- 
volus pretences and comissiounes, as thought we war nocht your 
Majestie’s subjectis, or [your] Majestie hes nocht power to command 
us, and to be usurperes of auctoritie ovir our awin brethrein; to be 
cairles ovir our flockis, and leafe thame comfortles: Quhilk crymes, 
if they mycht justlie be laid to our chairge, we wer of all-your Ma- 
jestie’s subjectis [most] unworthie to live, lett be to haif the recon- 
siliatioune to the world: And as they ar publischit againes us, sua 
calumniouslie thay can proceid from no uther fountane then from 
the dregis of antichristiane sinne, and can tend to no uther end bot 
to the disgrace of our holie ministerie, that thairefter the truth it 
self mycht lykwyis fall into discreidit, and then ane plaine way 
mycht be laid oppine to Papistrie or Atheisme, quhilk we beseik 
your Majestie to consider and tak heid wysely in tyme, befoir it 
-com to a kanker that can not be cured. For this caus we wer com- 
pellit, for cleiring of our ministrie, and purging of us of all suspi- 
tioune of sick unnaturall affectiounes and offices towardis your Ma- 
jestie and the estait of your Majestie’s contray, to call the Gryt 
Judge, that knawis the secreitis of all heartis, and sall give to everie 
on according: to thair secreite thoughte thairof, to judge betuix us 
and the auctouris of all thaise callumnies and speiches, befoir 
quhoise tribunall we protest that we haif allwayis borne, now beiris, 
and sall beir, God willing, to our lyffe’s end, alse loyall affectioune 
to your Majestie as any of your Majestie’s best subjectis within 
your Majestie’s contrie, of quhatsumevir degrie or ranke, and ac- 
cording to our powir and calling, salbe, in the grace of our God, 
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als readie to procuire your Majestie’s welfair, peace, and advance- 
ment, as ony of the best affectionat quhatsumevir: Lykas we 
eall your Majestie’s awin heart to record quhair thay haif nocht 
found it in effect, sua in your Majestie’s streatis;1 and if your Ma- 
jestie be nocht fully perswadit to find the lyk of us all, if it sall fall 
out that your Majestie haif occasioune in your difficulties to haif 
the tryall of the effectioune of your subjectis againe, and quhatso- 
evir we haif uttirit, ather i in, our doctrin or uther actiounes to your 
Majestie, it hes proceidit from a zealous affectioun to your Majes- 
tie’s welfair, nix to the honor of God, above all thingis, as we pro- 
test; chuiseing rathir, be the libertie of our admonitiounes, to 
hazard our selves then by our sylence to suffir your Majestie, in 
the wraith and judgment of God. . 

“Tn respect quhairof, we most humblie beseik your Majestie so to 
esteim of us and our proceidinges as tending allwyis, in gryt sin- 
ceritie of our heartis, to the estabilisching of Religioune, the suretie 
of your Majestie’s estait and croun, quhilk we acknawledge to be 
inseparabillie conjoyned thairwith, to the commoune peice and wel- 
fair of your Majestie’s haill contrie, as the Lord knawes; and that 
your Majestie would earnestlie consider quhat may be the inten- 
tioune and end of such as haif sua subtilie and cautely? drawin 
your Majestie to exagitat thir thornie questiounes, and unnecessar 
at sic tymes, quhairin every appeirance of your Majestie and Majes- 
tie’s course from the Ministrie of the Gospell and Preichours thairof, 
will give a dipe wound in your Majestie’s subjectis, and ane greit 
encouragment to the adversaris, quhairby they may and doutles 
wilbe bold to attempt the hightest, in this sua greitt advantage 
quhilk is presented to us upone this occasioune: For we persuade 
our selffes, howsoevir the first motioun of the actiones-mycht haiffe 
proceidit upon ane purpose of your Majestie to haif the limitis of 
the Spirituall jurisdictioune distinguischit from the Civil, yit the - 
samyne is intertenit and blawin up by the favouris of thame that 
ar and sall prove the grytest enimies that eyther your Majestie or 


1 Straits, difficulties. ? Craftily ; from Fr. cauteller, to deceive or cozen. 
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causs of God can haiff in this contrie ;_ thinking heirby to engendir 
sik a mislyking betuix your Majestie and the Ministeris as sall by 
tyme tak away all further trust, and make ane divisioun betuix the 
irreconcilabill, quhairby your Majestie mycht thinke your grytest 
friendis, (quhilk the Lord foirbid, for his mercie’s saike !) as lykwyis 
herby to mak your Majestie’s affectioune towardis the foirfaulted 
Earlis manifested to the hail world; as if this heat on your Majes- 
tie’s pairte, againes the Ministerie, had proceidit upoun occasioune of 
the Kirke insisting againes the said Earlis, quhilk, out of all ques- 
tioun, is thought alredie, and wilbe thought mairand mair, if your 
Majestie insistes further in this forme. And further, we maist hum- 
ble beseik your Majestie, sieing thair is no necessitie at this tyme, 
nor occasioun offirid upon any pairt, to insist on the decisioun of 
implicat and unprofitabill questiounes and processis, to the dever- 
sioun of your Majestie’s intentioun and causses from againes the 
adversaries upon the Ministerie; albeit yit, be subtill craft of the 
favoureris of the adversaris of your Majestie’s quyetnes, sum absurd 
and allmost impossibill suppositiounes, (quhilk the Lord foirbid 
sould entir in the heartis of his Messingeris !) be drawin in and urgit 
importunatlie at this tyme, as if the seortie' and priviledge of your 
Majestie’s crowne [and] auctoritie royal dependit upon the present 
decisioun thairof. 

“That thairfoir it wald pleis your Majestie to remitt the deci- 
sioun thairoff to ane lawfull Assemblie, that mycht discerne thair- 
upone according to the Word of God, and not to croach® on the 
limit of Jesus Christ, under quhatsumevir pretence, and to bend to 
your Majestie’s actioune, according to the sycht of God, accordmg 
to the light he hes givin us in his truth; that the speciall caus of 
the blissing that hes remainit and remaines upoun your Majestie 
and contray, since your Majestie’s coronatioune, hes bein and is the 
libertie quhilk the Gospell hes had within your realme, and of your 
Majestie, undir quhatsumevir culloure alledge the same, directlie or 
indirectlie, the wraithe of the Lord Jesus salbe kendlit againes 


! Surety, stability. 2 Encroach. 
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your Majestie and kingdome:; [of| quhilk we haif forewairnit yow, in 
the name of the Lord Jesus: That your Majestie’s and Counsel’s 
blood ly not upoun us, chairge, in lykways, your Lordschips of his 
Majestie’s Counsel and Nobilitie, in the name of the Lord Jesus, to 
give his Majestie feir and faithfull counsel ; and as hithertill to the 
honour of God and your Lordschips’ just paines, ye haif keipit your 
selffes, baith in counseling and actioun, from all prejudice of the 
libertie of the Gospel, by laying ony injunctiounes of the Mini- 
sterie thairof, sua your Lordschipis wald at this tyme wyisely and 
godlilie forsie that they be nocht drawin in the guiltines of sic ane 
greit sine againes the throne of Christ, by the craft of sic as hes 
bein subtilie seiking the thraldome of the Gospell, and now wald 
laye the guiltines of thair malitious devyces on your Lordschipis as 
auctoris of thea! iniquities, but yit be your advyce and credit, at 
his Majestie’s hand, all controversies moved thairanent be remitted 
to a frie and lawfull Assemblie, that the samyn may be queitlie reas- 
souned and concludit with greit evidence of the Word of God, as 
becumes in a matter of sua greit a weight, impairting the brawling 
of Religioun estabilishchit, quhairin we assure our selffes your Lord- 
schipis sall doe exceptabill? service to God, and profitabill to his 
Majestie and haill contraye.”* 


Incontinent thairefter, the Ministeres [were also charged to ap- 
pear before the King and Councill the 23 of October, as traitors, 
seditious, and convocaters of the leidges. The Ministeres]‘* are 
denunced rebells and put to the horne, and so are the specialle citi- 


! These. 2 Acceptable. 3 This important document is contained in the 
Univ. MS. only. It is followed in that MS. by ‘‘ A Decuaratioun of the Com- 
missiounaris of the Generall Assemblie, [their] Proceidings annent the Petitioun 
proponit be thame to the Kingis Majestie, for ordour taking to purge the land of ex- 
communicat, idolaterus Earlis, and contraversie fallin out be occasioun thairof; directit - 
be the saidis Commissionaris to everie Presbyterie.” That paper being very prolix, 
and besides being contained in the folio Edition of Cald. Hist., (pp. 359-363,) and will 
of course be printed for the Wodrow Society in the progress of that work, it has not 
been deemed advisable to reprint it here also. The “ Declaratioun” is not preserved 
in either of the Adv. Lib, MSS.—EnirTor, 4 Not in Uniy. MS. 
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zenes' and burgesses of the towne of Edinburghe ; the towne is de- 
pryved of hir libertie, namelie, in chuseing off Magistratis and 
Ministeres, saiff only sic as it sould please the King to put in over 
thame. And thus was the Kirk and towne of Edinburghe, the very 
Sioun’ of our Jerusaleme, overthrawin and put at undir! 

This successe ovir the toun of Edinburgh emboldit the enemies 
so, that publisching ane Book of Questiounes, quhairby the Disci- 
pline and Governement of the Kirke wes maid dispautabill and 
brought in dout; [whereas the custome of the Kirk wes before, in 
all common matters, and of any importance, after earnest prayer 
and searching of the Scriptures, evidence of doctrine, power of ex- 
hortation, grave reasoning, and long time taken in consultation, and 
good advysement, to conclude and determine all things, by the uni- 
forme consent of the whole Assemblie conveened.*] The King wrytis 
to the Presbyteries severallie, and appoyntis ane Conventioune of 
the Ministerie with the Estaites of the realme to be in Pearth, in 
the end of Februar, thair to dispute and discyd the Questiounes. 
The Ministerie conveining, they were in gryt perplexitie and dout- 
sume anguisch of mynd, for the best saw cleirly that the owirthraw 
of the Discipline and Governement of the Kirk wes sought, and 
thairfoir wald noways condiscend to mak the. meitting a Generall 
Assemblie, or entir in reassouneing of the Questiounes, but remitted 
all to the ordinar Generall Assemblie apoyntit in Apry]l. 

The wisest perceaved that by most dangerous and pernitious 
counsel, the Kirk and King wes brought to be most aposit, that the 
safetie of ane was wraike and undoeing to the other ; and, thairfor, 
taking pity of boith, they thought meittest sumquhat to mitigat the 
King, and by ane pice of toleratioun to putt off ane evill tyme. 
The gryt number, in the meine tyme, pairtlie terriefied by threat- 
neings, and pairtlie allured with faire promisses of the restoring 
of the Ministerie of Edinburghe, and making all things goe weill, 
yit wer brought to inclyne to the Court; for thairwithall gryt bussi- 
nes, paines, and pollicie wer usit by courteouris to rent the Mini- 


1 Ady. MSS., “‘ Artificers.” 2 Ady. MSS., “Sun.” 3 Not in Univ. MS. 


524 THE CONTINUATION OF 1596. 






steris in contrarie factiounes. Many of the best witts and giftis, 
namely, of the North part of Scotland, were brought to the King’s 
presence, and kisses of his handis to quhom complaints wer maid 
of the undiscreit, severe, and unreverend usage, pryd, and arrogat- 
ing of the hail Discipline of the Kirke of the Sutherene Ministeres, 
namelie, of the towne of Edinburgh and St Androis. That the 
Northland Ministers were men of better dispositioune and discre- 
tioun, with whom his Majestie being acquantit and haifeing to doe 
with, sic things they sould sie in schort tyme that all matteres 
schould be composed and brought to a guid poynt, and so fraughtit 
with guid hope and Court holye watter, wer sent out to deall with 
the multitud that wes of purpose thair assemblit and conveined out 
of the North pairts, in favour of excommunicat Papist Earlis’ Articles, 
quho sought to be relaxit and restorit againe to the Kirke: So 
that, in the end, the greater pairt overcame the best; and eftir four 
dayis deliberatioun and contraverting of the mater, that meitting 
wes decernit to be a Generall Assemblie of the Kirk ; howbeit the 
last Moderator wes absent, no exhortatioun maid at the begining 
thairof; the Clark being laitlie deid, no new [one] wes chosine ; 
no new Moderator wes chosine now: The Assemblie ordinar Gene- 
rall wes to be keiped in Appryl. They intendit lichtly to dispaut 
of sume off the Questiounes, viz., in disputation, referring the rest 
to the next Generall Assemblie, to be-haldine att Dundie in the 
moneth of Maye nixt following, and thairwithall they gaiff commis- 
sioun to certaine of the Ministeris of the North to receaye! the 
offers and takines of repentance of the excommunicat Earles, and 
report to the nixt said Assemblie.? 


1 Univ. MS, “ Heir.” 2 There is a note in Ady. MSS.: “ That which fol- 
loweth in this page should preceed the Assembly of Perth. Here should also be in- 
sert The Book of Questions, and Answers given in thereunto.” 

In the Univ. MS. there followes “ ANE APppoLLoGIE or DecLARATIOUNE off the 
causses that moved the Ministers of Edinburgh to withdraw thame selfes from thair 
flockis for a seasone,” &c. This has been inserted by Mr Ninian Dunlop, along with 
“The Buik of Questiounes,” in the Univ. MS., but they have already been printed 
in a former part of this work. See pp. 374-383, and pp. 390-403, 
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In the moneth of Februar thairefter following, upon the twentie- 
four! day thairoff, being the Saterday, betwixt nyne and ten houris 
befoir noone, a maist fearfull and conspicuous ecclipse of the soun 
began, quhilk continuit the space of tua houris ; for the body of the 
moone enterit on that of the sonne. Till the going off the samyn,’ the 
haill face of the sonne semit to be coverit and darknet about halffane 
quarter of ane houre, so that non could sie to reid on a buik: The 
starris appeirit in the firmament, and the sea, land, air, and tries sua 
still strickin deid, as it war, that upon thair astonishment the faint- 
nes of heartis of men and womene, foulis and beistis, were prostrat 
to the ground. I knew, out of ephemerides and almanak, the day 
and hour of it, as was also, by the naturall philosophie, the causses. 
I sett my selff to marke the proceidingis of it in a basine of watter 
mixit with inke, thinking the matter but commoune ; but yit quhair 
it com to the extremitie of darknes, and I my selff lossit all the 
sunne, I was struckin with such feir and astonischment, that I had 
no refuge but to prostrat on my kneis, and commend my selff to 
God, and to cry for mercie. This wes thought by all the wyiss 
and godlie verie prodigious ; so that in pulpit and by wrytting, boith 
in prose and verse, admonitiounes wer given to the Ministeres to 
be warr that the changeabill glistering shaw of the world sould not 
go in betwix thame and Christe, and remove the lycht of his coun- 
tenance from his Kirk. 

That samin yeir, in the moneth of Julij, thair was ane earthquake 
quhilk maid all the North pairtis of Scotland to Kintail,* Ross, 
Cromarty, Braidalbain, evin doun to Perth, to schaik; even as quhen 
King Uzzias‘ usurpit the preisthood, was the great earthquake in 
Judea® mentioned by the Prophets Amos and Zacharias, Amos i. 
4; Zech. xiv. 5. Likewayes, in the yeir preceeding, a most mon- 
strous and feirfull birth wes brought furth, not farr from the Kingis 


1 Adv. MS. “25 day.” 2 Ady. MS. “ Going down of the sun.” 3 Ady. 
MSS. “ Kintyre.” 4 Uzziah, king of Judah. 5 Univ. MS. reads “ Jordane.” 
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Pallace in F alkland, in Fyffe. Quhat thais things, and such like 
signes in the hevins, as heirefter in thair awin place salbe. markit, 
did portend and threttin, the wyise and godlie did tak guid notice 
of, and weill consider, as by their sermounes and monumentis of 
their verse wes maid manifest. 

It is not to be omitted, that the Bretherine conveinit in that 
meitting, being desyrit be the King’s Comissionaris sent from his 
Majestie to that effect, to repair to the place quhair his Hines and 
Estaitis wer presentlie sitting, to confer anent the Kingis Ques- 
tiounis, they, at his Majestie’s desyr, resorted to the Counsel-hous, 
and thair, befoir any further reasoneing, efter the King had dis- 
coursit on sic thingis as wer propoundit, they protestit in maner as 


eftir followes : 


[PROTESTATION BY THE BRETHREN TO THE KING’S MAJESTY. | 


“Str, Forsuameikle as we ar com heir to testifie unto your Ma- 
jestie our obedience, to heir quhat salbe proponit to us by your 
Hines, in all reverence we Protest that this our meitting be not 
esteimed as thought we maid our selff ane Assemblie with the 
Estaites, or yit that we doe submitt ony matter Ecclesiastik con- 
cerning Doctrin and Discipline to your Judicatour ; but eftir we 
have conferrit and reassonit with your Majestie concerning the 
Articles propoundit be your Majestie to us, we must returne to the 
ordinarie place of our Assemblies to reassoun, vote and resolve, in 
all these points, according to the Word of God and guid conscience : 
And this our Protestatioun we maist humblie beseik your Majestie 
to insert it in your Majestie’s Buikis of Counsell, for the eschewing 
of inconvenientis that heirefter may arryse.” 

And this Protestatioun was reiterat, ratified, and confirmit by 
his Majestie ; and, after reasouneing on the Articles, the Breithrein 


wer demissit. 


The Generall Assemblie wes holdin at Dundie, the moneth of 
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May following, by the King’s Majestie, with great frequencie! of 
the Ministrie from all pairtis; but, namely, from the North: For 
now the politicians and freindis of the excommunicat and forfaulted 
Earles had purchessit and dressit to tham selves a gryt number 
and factioun of the Ministrie ; and the King had maid, for his pur- 
pose, many of the wisest and best esteimit men, quhilk kythed? first 
in chuseing of ane to be the Moderator quha wes absent; and nixt 
the voitting of the relaxatioune of the apostate Earles from the 
excommunicatioune ; but concludit in ane pluralitie of voitis, in a 
led maner ; and last, in appointing Commissionaris, quho thairefter 
callit for at Court for everie occasioun usurpit the governement of 
the haill Kirk, and caried all thingis efter the King’s plesoure ; for 
all matters become then to be first placed and drest in Court, and 
syne effectuat and concludit by purchessit voitis of the greitest num- 
ber at Assemblies [and] Conventions ; [quhairas the Kirk and cus- 
tome thairoff wes befoir, in all commoun matteris of importance, 
eftir earnest prayer, searching the Scripturis, evidence of doctrin 
and powar of exhortatioun, guid reassouneing, and long tyme taking 
for consultatioun and guid advysment, to conclud and determine by 
the uniforme consent of the haill Assemblie.*] Moirover, in that 
same manner, the lawfulnes off the Assemblie at Perth, and thinges 
done thairin, wes ratified, and summar excommunicatioun for no- 
torious crymes, the feirefullest censure of the Kirk, wes suspendit, 
and in effect broken and takin away. In end, it is not to be omitted 
how matters following, quhilk that Assemblie wes solemnlie de- 
clairit by the King and haill number thairanent, the oracle declair- 
ing and ordaining, that no Conyentioune of Pastouris sould be with- 
out his Majestie’s knawledge and consent. His Majestie’s consent 
is declarit to be extended to all and quhatsomever forme, either 
Generall Assemblies, or specially permittit and auctorised be his 
Majestie’s Hienes lawes, according as they have warrand in the 
Word of God, as being the maist authorised and authentick forme 
of consent that any King can haiffe. 


1 Was well frequented ; numerously attended. 2 Manifested itself. 3 This 
passage is altogether omitted in Adv. MSS. 
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THE FORME OF THE FIRST GENERALL COMMISSIOUN. 


“The whilk day, the 16 of May, sess. 9, in the presens of the 
haill Assemblie, the King’s Majestie being personallie present, de- 
claired, that throw the schortnes of tyme thair wes sindrie matters of 
weight and importance, not only concerneing particular folkis, bot 
quhilk did in speciall tuich the haill estait and body of the Kirk, 
quhilk could not commodiouslie be intreated and concludit in this 
present Assemblie, as namely, tuiching boith the planting of parti- 
cular Congregatiounes and of the haill Kirk within the realme, 
quhilk as yit, thorow default of honnest intertainement, remaines 
unplantit, and is destitute of the comfort of the Word: And anent 
solid ordor to be takin anent a constant and perpetuall provisioune 
for the sustentatioune of the haill Ministerie within the realme, to 
the end that they be not, as in tyme bygoine, to attend and awayit 
on the Commissionaris appoynted for modifieing of thair stipend, 
and so be forcit to be absent thame selves the maist pairt of the 
yeir from thair flockis; to the gryt disgrace of thair callingis, dis- 
harting of their Congregatiounes, and discontentment of his Majes- 
tie, whois cair hes evir bein, and earnest desyre as yit is continuit, 
that every Congregatioun haiff a particular Pastour honorabillie 
susteinit, for the better waitting on of his cuir, and dischairging 
of his deutifull office in the samyn. And, thairfoir, his Majestie 
desyris the Breithrein to consider whether it were expedient that 
a Generall Commission should be granted to certaine of the most 
wyse and discreet of the Breithren to conveen with his Majestie for 
effectuating of the premisses. The which his Majestie’s advyse the 
Generall Assembly thinks very necessar and expedient; and, there-- 
fore, hes given and granted, likeas, be the tenor heirof, they give and 
grant, their whole power and Commission to the Breithrein under- 
wrytten, viz.: [Masters Alexander Douglas, James Nicolson, George 
Gladstones, Thomas Buchanan, Robert Pont, Robert Rollock, David 
Lindsay, Patrick Galloway, John Duncanson, Patrick Scharpe, 
John Porterfield, James Melvine, William Couper, and John Clap- 
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pertoun,'] to the number of fourteen, or any seven of thame, to 
convein with his Majestie betuixt the day of thir presents and the 
last of the monethe of May instant; with power to thame to tak 
solid order annent the provisioun of Ministeres to the townes of 
Edinburghe, Dundie, and Sanct Androis, his Majestie’s and the 
Prince’s Houses, to giffe thair advyse and judgment to his Majestie 
annent the planting of everie particular kirke within the realme, 
to mak sic Overtures as they can best devyse, touching the Con- 
stant Plott [Plat ;] and, generally, to give advyse to his Majestie 
in all affaires concerning the weill of the Kirke, and intertainment 
of peace and obedience to his Majestie within the realme; with 
expresse power and command to the said Commissioneres to pro- 
pone to his Majestie the Petitions and Greivances alsweill of the 
Kark in generall as of everie member thairoff in particular, as salbe 
meined unto them, promitten. de rato.” 

Ane fair and honest taill, and ane specious fair schaw! But, 
alace! heir wes the deid-stroake”? and baine of the Kirk, ever 
since the Court hes gydit hir! And so mikle as scho is inclined 
to the warld, so far declynit scho from Christ ; as her honours in- 
creassit hir graces diminisched : For thais Commissionaris being 
exalted so high as to haiff accesse to the King quhen he pleasit, 
and to sitt with his Majestie in Counsell, began soone to chaing 
thair maneres and luik doun on thair breithrin. They reulit as they 
list; they rent the Kirk in tuo quhill as* the maist pairt followit 
thame; and the best stood to the Kirk hir establischit constitu- 
tioun, with the King’s distresse, reproch, and contempt of cour- 
tieres ; and, finallie, they were the very neidle to draw in the Epis- 
copall threid; our enemies kytheit againes us by them with our 
awin armour, and maid us with our awin handis to pull doun our 
own walls, and ressaive in that fatall Trojan horsse. 

With these forces and armouris of the Kirkis awin in the 
monethe of July following, they unbeset that uther maine fortres 


1 The names have been supplied from the folio edition of Calderwood’s Hist pp. 
409, 410. 2 Death-blow. 3 Till at length. 
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of hirs, quhilk wes the Kirk and Universitie of Sanct Androis; 
and by auctoritie mair nor order they callit the haill Presbyteries 
of Sanct Androis befoir the King at Falkland, and retreated and 
annullit ane maist just sentence deprivative given againes ane most 
unworthie Minister, Mr John Rutherford, and reponed him againe 
to his place at Killuchames ;' they threw out the tua maist pain- 
full? Pastours therof, togider with the Rector of the Universitie, 
without any advyse at all; and directlie againes the.consent of the 
Presbyterie, appointit ane new Minister for the Kirk, and Rector 
for the Universitie, with sic new orders and lawis as they thought 
maist fitting for the course, namely, that no Professor, nor power, 
nor Master of the Universitie, nor Doctor of Divinity, sould sit in 
Presbyteries, in matters of Discipline, quhilk wes of_purpose to cutt 
off Mr Andro Melvin. 

In the winter following the Parliament wes keipit, quhairin the 
Papist apostate Earlis were restoirit to thair livings and honouris ; 
at the quhilk Parliament thais Commissioners, without any advyse 
or directioun from the Generall Assemblie, put up ane petitioun 
that the Ministers of the Kirk sould haiff voit in Parliament. 
Quhairupoun thair wes ane act passed, that suche of the Ministerie 
as would become Prelatis, sic as they wer of old in the Papisticall 
Kirk, sould be admitted to have voit in Parliament ; the estaites of 
Parliament thinking, indeed, that no honnest men in the Ministrie 
wald undirtake such ane office, againes the quhilk the forme and 
tennor of thair doctrine had so longe and mychtilie soundit. 


M.D. XCVIIL. 

In the beginning of the moneth of Marche following, the Gene- 
rall Assemblie wes keipit at Dundie, verie frequentlie,* and with 
gryt expectatioun on boith the sydes. The Commissioners, on the 
one side, houping to be assisted and fortified be the Kingis Majes- 
tie, and be all meimis he could perswad, terrifie, or mak. For the 
two first dayis, thair wes nothing done, frae airly * in the morneing 


1 Left blank in Univ. MS. ? Pains-taking, conscientious. 3 Very 
numerously attended. 4 From early. 
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till late at night, but calling for this and that Minister to the Kingis 
Majestie ; and deilling with thame, that they mycht be his. The 
Brethreine, standing for the establishit constitutioune of the Kirke, 
on the uther side, finding many Presbyteries that had Grieves and 
Complaints against the Commissioneris, in houpe to finde Godis 
concurrance, and standing for the caus of the Kirke ; the Politicianis 
and Papistes, in the mein tyme, bussie to egge the bargaine,! think- 
ing to take thair pastyme in beholding the battell and the blawis of 
thair enimies amongis thame selves, [as they did for sum dayis, to 
the gryt hart-breke of the godly.”] But the King, feiring that his 
purpose in setting up Bischoppis, by quhom he mycht reull the Kirk 
at his plesoure, sould not succeed weill that way, efter a few dayes 
controversies, composeit all matteres, buried the Grieves, forgaiff the 
Ministeres of Edinburghe, and enterit in freindschippe with thame 
again. Sua, at the tenth sessioun, the King had a speiche, declair- 
ing how gryt care he had to pacifie, adorne, and accommodat the 
Kirk, and remove all controversies, and estaiblische the discipline, 
and restoir the patrimonie thairoff ; and farder, in effect, it wes most 
needfull that the Ministeres should have voit in Parliament, with- 
out the quhilk, they could not be vindicat from the povertie and 
contempe under the quhilk they had bein lying so long. He 
meinit not to bring in neither Angelicall nor Papisticall Bischop- 
rickes, but only the best and wysest of thair Ministeres, apoyntit 
by the Generall Assemblie, sould haiff place in Counsell and 
Parliament, to sitt upoun thair awin matteres, and sie them done, 
and not to stand alwayes at the doore, dispysit like poor suppli- 
cantis, and not regardit. In the mein tyme, he promisit solemnelie 
to deill with the taxmen of the teinds,* by his Hienes’ auctoritie, 
for the augmenting of the stipendis of the Ministerie of the Kirke, 
and to mak a law to compell such as wer not willing ; for the 
quhilk caus, everie Minister sould doe weill, against a certain day, 
to give in to his Majestie’s Exchakers and Commissioneris of the 


1 Foster, or encourage the strife or quarrel. The Uniy. MS. reads “ogill;” to 
spy or look on the quarrel, as an unconcerned spectator. 2 Not in Ady. MSS, 
3 Those who held tacks or leases of the tithes, 
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Kirk, the names of thair takismen and estait of thair Kirk. And 
because sindrie of the Britherine desyrit to be satisfied of his Ma- 
jestie’s mynd, by his awin mouth, towardis certaine of the Mini- 
steris, and in speciall towardis the Ministeris of Edinburghe, anent 
quhatsoevir the thorteris! and accidentis fallin out, thais tua yeiris 
bygaine, his Majestie, for making of his Majestie’s mynd to be moir 
cleirlie to be understood by the haill Britherine, declaired his mynd 
to be contentit and satisfied with the Ministeris of Edinburghe, and 
that his Majestie did beir no grudge nor evill-will to any of thame 
for any accidents that hes fallin out in ony tyme bygaine; and 
that the samyne sould nevir be rememberit by his Majestie in tyme 
coming, but that his Hienes and they (quhilk the Ministeris of 
Edinburche willinglie consentit) sould never call any of these acci- 
dentis fallen out, in any tyme bygaine, to rememberance; neither 
mak mentioune of the samyn, in privat speiches or publict sermones, 
in any tyme herefter. This being done, and the heartes of many 
hereby movite and conciliat, the Generall Commissioune wes renewit 
for the Constant Platt, to put the finall end and conclusioun to 
the samine, and solemnelie to plant every particular Kirk within 
the land: Item, to plant Ministers in burghs, and in the King and 
Prince their Housses ; also to attend upon the Parliament, and to 
give thair advyce to his Majestie for avoyding and eschewing any 
danger or inconvenient quhilk may be lykelie to fall out in the pre- 
judice of the Kirke; and lykwyis, in caice his Majestie sould find 
him self grieved, or craive redresse of ony enormitie done to his 
Hienes be any of the Ministerie, with power to him and the saids 
Commissioners, or any nyne of thame, to sitt and recognosce upon 
the samine, and suafurth. 

In the eleventh and twelfth sessioune, the maine purpose wes 
handillit and concludit as followis : 

“ Forsomuch as the Commissioneris of the Generall Assemblie, 
at the Parliament haldin in the moneth of December last bypast, 
upon ane earnest zeale that they did evir beir to the weill of the 


' Disagreements, wranglings. 
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Kirk, had givin in certaine Articles to the Lordis of Parliament con- 
cerneing the libertie of the Kirke; and in speciall, had craivit that 
the Ministerie, as representing the trew Kirk of God within this 
realme, and so being the thrid Estait in this realme, micht haiff the 
voit in Parliament, according to the loveabill actes and constitu- 
tiounes maid befoir in Parliament in favouris of the freidome of the 
Holy Kirk and hir liberties ; quhilk, their travells and endeavoiris, 
proceiding allwayis upon a godly intentioune, they submittit pre- 
sentlie to the censure of the present Assemblie; desyring the 
Bretherin to allow or disallow of the samyn, as they sould think 
most expedient for the glorie of God and estaibilisching of trew Re- 
ligioune within the realme. Quhairupon the Bretherine being ryplie 
advysed, allowit the honnest and godlie intentioune of the Commis- 
sioneris in craiving voitt in Parliament for the Ministrie: And forso- 
meikle as his Majestic, willing to uttir the guid intentioune that he 
hes allwayis borne to the estaiblishing of the true Kirk of God within 
this realme, declaired that, for the bettir performance thairoff, his 
Hienes had assistit the Commissioneris of the last Assemblie in 
eraifing voit in Parliament, in name of the Kirk ; quhilk thair suite, 
albeit in some pairt, and as it wer in a certaine manner, grantit be 
the Lords in the Parliament, yit the acceptatioune thairoff, the 
forme, constitutiounes, and haill of the persones, wer reservit to the 
Generall Assemblie, to be acceptit or refusit as the Kirk sould think 
expedient: And sieing his Majestie had anticipat the appoyntit 
tyme of the Assemblie, and desyrit the Brethrine to convein at 
this present tyme, especiallie for the caus foirsaid, thairfoir his Ma- 
jestie desyrit that the Bretherine wald enter in a speciall consulta- 
tioune of the haill poynts of the samin act, in everie’particular poynt 
thairof: And, first, to reassoun, in publict audience of the haill As- 
semblie, Quhither if it wer lawfull and expedient that the Ministerie, 
as representing undoubtitlie the Kirk within this realme, sould 
haiff voit in Parliament or not ? 

“The said questione being at very gryt lenth reassonit and de- 
baited in utramque partem, in presens of the haill Bretherine, and 
thaireftir voited, the Generall Assemblie, by pluralitie of voitis, findis 
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and concludis that that is most necessare and expedient for the 
weill of the Kirk, that the Ministerie, as the thrid Estait of this 
realme, in name of the Kirke haif voit in Parliament.. In verie 
[truth] thair wes not halff ane scoir of voitis in the one syd moir 
nor on the uther, and thais wer of lyk persounes that had no com- 
missioune. 

“For the argument of the distinctioune betwixt the Kirk and 
the Commoun-weill of the kingdome of Jesus Christ, and thais of 
this world being so cleirit and insistit upon, as it wes caryit all that 
wes not preoccupyit nor corrupted in judgment efter it. Also they 
clearly schaw that it wes ane foundatioune to build up the humane 
Bischoprick upon quhilk in the Kirk of Scotland, as plane Poprie 
was utterlie abollischit. 

“‘Concerneing the number of them that sould haiff voite in Par- 
liament, in name of the Kirk, it wes lykewayis concludit and thought 
upon, that it wes very expedient that as many of thame sould be 
chosine to voitt in Parliament as wes wont of old, in tyme of the 
Papisticall Karke, to be Bischops, Abbotis, and Prioris, that had the 
lyk libertie to voit to the number of fiftie-one or thairby. Jtem, eftir 
reassouning, it wes voited and concludit that the electioune of sic 
of the Ministerie as schould voit in the Parliament aught to be of 
a mixit qualitie, and appertein pairtlie to his Majestie and pairtlie 
to the Kirk. And becaus be schortnes of tyme of the Bretherine 
could not perfytelie be resolvit in the remanent heidis and circum- 
stances concerning the office of thame that schould haiff voit in 
Parliament, viz., de modo eligendi; of his rent; of continuance of 
his office ; whither he sould be chosine ad penam or not; of his 
name; of the Cautiounes; of the preservatione of him frae corrup- . 
tioune and sic uther circumstances: And thairfor the Assemblie 
ordained everie Presbyterie to be ryplie and thruchtlie advysit with 
the particular headis above written, and thairfoir to convocat their 
Provinciall Synodis thorow the haill realme upon ane day, quhilk 
salbe the first Tuysday of June nixttocome; and thair, eftir new 
reassouneing and advysement with the saids particular heidis above 


writtin, that every Provinciall Assembly chuse out thrie of the 
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wyiseste of thair number, quho salbe ready on his Majestie’s ad- 
vysement, quhilk salbe on ane monethes warneing at the leist, to 
convein with his Majestie, togider with the Doctoris of Divinitie 
and of the Universitie, sic day and place as his Majestie sould think 
expedient; with power to thame to treat, reassoune, and conferr 
upon the saidis headis and utheris pertaineing thairto ; and in caice 
of agriement and uniformitie of opiniounes, to voit and conclud in 
the haill questioune concerneing voit in Parliament, utherwayis, 
in cais of discrepance and variance, to refer the conclusioun thairof 
to the nixt Generall Assemblie.” 

Howbeit I lyk not to name any in particulare, yit the truth and 
substance of the storie requyreing sua, I must heir mentioun tuo: 
First, that Mr Andrew Melvill, howbeit directit in Commissioun 
from his Presbiterie to this Assembly, yit quhen he come he wes 
not suffirit to byd in the Assemblie; bot, by auctoritie, wes first 
commandit to keip his ludgein, and syne chairgit to goe hame to his 
Colledge. Nixt, Mr John Dayidsoune' did give in ane Protesta- 
tioun in wryt againes the samine Assemblie and proceidingis thairof, 
as no lawfull and frie Assemblie, according to the Word of God, 
and estaiblischit ordour within the Kirk of Scotland, and such whois 
proceidingis tendit to the subversioun of the ordinance of Jesus 
Christ : But at the ryseing of that Sessioune, he wes fain to with- 
draw him selff, and wes thaireftir confyned and wardit within his 


parochine. 


The next Generall Assemblie wes apoyntit to be haldine at Aber- 
deine the first day of July 1599, bot be the King’s proclamatioun 
wes tossed too and fra tyme to tyme, and place to place, as befoir, 
from Stirling, quhair the first Assemblie at Dundie appoyntit it to 
be halden at Dundie againe, preventing? the day ; so from Aberdien 
now to Montrose, postponeing the tyme; and this mainely becaus 
matteris wer not weill dressit ; but cheiflie to the intent that the 
King mycht tak from the Kirk liberty of conveineing, (quhilk had 


1 Ady. MSS. “ Adamsone.” 2 Anticipating. Lat. prevenire. 
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injoyed it evir since the beginning, tuyse a yeir to conveine, and 
oftner pro re nata,) and mak it absolutlie in his pleasoure and power, 
and not else; that as by the actis and dealing of the Assemblie 
ratified at Perth at the first, and this last at Dundie, the frie preich- 
ing of the Word was restrained, and summar excommunicatioun 
suspendit; and so, the Kirk strypit nakit of hir chieffe armoure ; 
and sua, now, scho mycht altogider be taine and led captive, by 
caussing either Generall Assemblie not to be holden at all, or then 
such only as wes dressit to prosecut the purpose in hand in over- 
throwing the Estaiblischit Estait of the Kirk, by such Conven- 
tiouns as sould beir the name of a Generall Assemblie, and so by 
hir selff to kill! and undoe hir selff! 


M.D.XCIX. 

The Provinciall Assemblies conveinit the first day of Junij, being 
Tuysday, at every ane quhairof wer present Commissioneris directit 
from his Majestie, with expres chairge to travell by all meines, that 
sic thrie as the King sould lyke sould be nominat to convein with 
his Majestie, according to the Cammissioune given at the last Gene- 
rall Assemblie, the quhilk being aines obteinit, they cairit nothing 
for the resolvit judgementis of Assemblies, for they percevit that 
in the Kingis absence everie ane of the Bretherine cleirit their 
mynde friely against the course. Thaireftir, diverse meittingis, at 
diverse meittingis and places, wer keipit with his Majestie by these 
that wer nominat to the Synodis and Commissioneres; as namely, 
at Falkland, in August immediatlie thaireftir ; at Sainct Androis in 
Junij ; at the Halirudhous in October; and of diverse Bretherine, 
the speciall of boith sydis, convenit with his Majestie’s Commis- 
sioner att Bruntyland ; quhairin, not finding the successe as they 
wald, the Assemblie wes prorogat to be keiped at Montrose, in 
Merche 1600. 


Ady. MSS. “ Unkirk.” 
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M.DC. 

The Generall Assembly conveening at Montrose, the King left 
all utheris effaires, and attended hailie thairupon, so that there was 
neither Sessioune nor Privie Conferrence without his presence. It 
wes thought guid, first, that thair sould be four choisine out of 
either syid, to advyse, reassoune, and compose matters in privatt ; 
but the King, being informit by ane of that number that it wes to 
losse rather nor gaine thairby, callit, urgit, and reassounit to be be- 
fore himself and the Privie Conference. So the Questiouns reas- 
sounit at eryt. lenth, Quhither the voit in Parliament, as it wes 
offirit to the Kirk in the statut last maid thairannent, sould be ac- 
ceptit or not? The Bretherine quho stood for the estaiblischit Dis- 
cipline brought forth many Reassounes, concluding directly that it 
wes againes the Word of God, and thairfor could not be acceptit 
off. The Reassounes and Answers given at that time followes. 

When matteris succeidit not as they lookit, in that plaine deill- 
ing, they went on to work under cover, peice and peice, as they 
mycht; and first, to conclud and ratifie in the present Assembly 
the thinges agreit upoun by the Commissiouneris of the Provin- 
ciall Synods; and, thaireftir, to assay ane maine poynt of it, giff 
it mycht be gottin through in the present Assemblie, quhilk wes 
the continowance of the Commissioune to voit in Parliament, in 
the persounes of sume ones, nominat ad vitam aut culpam ; the quhilk 
if they mycht once gaine, thair purpose wes near a poynt; bot the 
matter was sone taine up, and ressouned and discoursit upone by 
mony guid bretherine, that the voyce of the Assembly wente and 
concludit that they sould be chosine annuatim. Quhilk conclusione 
the King and the Clerk adding thairto, drew alse neir thair purpose 
as they could; so all this proceiding past furth, as followis : 
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[ CONCLUSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT MONTROSE, AS TO 
MINISTERS VOTING IN PARLIAMENT. | 


Sessio 6. 


“ The Commissioneris of the last Generall Assembly, conveinit 
at Falkland, in the moneth of July 1598, to decyde the questioun 
anent the Voitis in Parliament, &c., being rypliec and throwely ad- 
vysit with the heidis following, gaive thair advyce and conclusioune 
as followis; the samin, in effect, quhilk wes sett doune and read in 
the Assembly at Dundie, and remitted to farder advysment, con- 
cerneing the maner of choysing of him that should haiff voit in Par- 
liament, in name of the Kirk: It is condescendit upon, that first, 
he salbe recommendit from the Kirk to his Majestie; and that the 
Krk sall nominat sex for every place that hes neid to be filled up, + 
off quhom his Majestie sall chuse ane of quhom he best lykis; and 
his Majestie promises, oblisses, and bindis him selff to choyse none 
uther but ane of that number; and in cais his Majestie refuisses the 
haill, upon ane just caus of insufficiencie of thame, and gryter suffi- 
ciencie in uthers that are not recommendit, the Kirk sall mak ane 
new recommendatioune of men according to the first number, of 
the quhilk ane by his Majestie salbe choisine without any farder 
refuisall or new nominatioune; and he that salbe chosine be his 
Majestie salbe admitted by the Synodis. 

“ Secundlie, It is concludit that the Generall Assemblie sall haiff 
the nominatioune or recommendatioune of him that in name of the 
Kirk sall haiff voit in Parliament, quho sall tak the advyce of the 
Synods and Presbyteries thairanent, direct from thame in wryt; 
and the Synod sall haiff leiff to nominat alse weill within the Pro- 
vince as without, provyding that iff thair be ane man within the — 
Province meit for that place, ceteris paribus, he be preferrit to ane 
uther. 

“ Thridly, Anent his rent, It is advysit, with ane consent, that 
the Kark being planted sufficientlie, the Colledges and Schoolis al- 
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redy erectit not prejudgit, that the King sall provyde him to all 

the rest that may be obtainit of that benefice quhairto he is pre- 

ferrit. 

_ “As to the Cautiounes to keip him from corruptioun that sall 
haiff voit in Parliament, they be these following : 


THE CAUTIOUNES. 


1. That he presume not at any tyme to propone to Parliament, 
Counsell, or Conventioun, any thing in name of the Kirke, without 
expresse warrand and directioun of the Kirke; and sic thingis as he 
sall ansuer to be for the weill of the Karke, undir paine of deposi- 
tioun from his office: Neither sall he keip sylence, in any of the 
' saidis Conventiounes, in ony thing that may be prejudiciall to the 
weill and libertie of the Kirk, under the said paine. 

‘© 2. He sall be bund at everie Generall Assemblie to give a compt 
-anent the dischairge of his Commissioun since the Assemblie goe- 
ing befoire, and shall submitt himselff to the censure, and stand at 
thair determinatioune without appellatioune ; and sall seike and ob- | 
tein ratificatioune of his doinges at the said Assemblie, undir the 
paine of infamie and excommunicatioune. 

“3. He sall content himself with that pairt of the benefice quhilk 
salbe givin him from his Majestie for his livemg, not hurting nor 
prejudging the rest of the Ministeres of the Kirk, within his bene- 
fice, plantit or unplantit as yet, or to be planted, or any uther Mini- 
ster of the contray quhatsumevir; and this caus to be insert in his 
provisioune. 

“4, He sall dilapidat in no wayis his benefice, neither mak, sett, 
nor disponne thairoff, without the speciall consent and advyce of his 
Majestie and Generall Assemblie; and for the gryter warrand, he 
sall interdict him selff not to dilapidat his benefice, nor consent to 
the dilapidatioune thairoff maid be utheris to the Generall Assem- 
blie; and sall be content that inhibitiounes be raisit on him to that 
effect. 
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“5, He salbe faithfully bund to attend upon his awine particular 
Congregatioune, quhair he salbe Minister, in all poyntis of a Pas- 
tour; and heiranent sall subject himselff to the tryell and censure 
of his awne Presbyterie and Provinciall Assembly, as ony uther 
Minister that beiris not Commissioun. 

“ 6. In the administratioune of Discipline, Collatioune of Bene- 
fices, Visitatioune, and all uther poyntis of Ecclesiasticall Governe- 
ment, he sall neither usurpe nor acclaime to himselff ony power nor 
jurisdictioune farther nor ony uther of the rest of his Bretherine, 
except he be imployit by his Brether, undir the paine of depriva- 
tioune; and incais he usurpe any pairt of the Ecclesiasticall Go- 
vernement, and the Synod, Presbyterie, and Generall Assembly 
oppone and make any impediment thairto, quhatsumevir he dois 
eftir that impediment to be null, 7x ipso facto, without any declarator. 

“7, In Presbyteries, Provinciall and Generall Assemblies, he sall 
behaive himselff in all thingis, and sall be subject to thair censuring 
as any of the Breithrin of the Presbyterie. 

“8. At his Admissioune to his office of Commissionarie, thir and 
all uther poyntis necessare he sall sweir and subscryve to fulfill, 
undir the penalties forsaidis; and utherwayis not to be admittit. 

“9, And in cais he be deposit by the Generall Assemblie, Synod, 
or Presbyterie, from his office of his Ministerie, he sall also tyne! his 
voit in Parliament ipso facto, and his benefice sall vaike.? 

“10. And farder Cautiounes to be maid, as the Kirk pleisis and 
findis occasioun. 

“11. Anent his Name that for the Kirk sould haiff voit in Par- 
liament, It is advysit, by uniforme consent of the haill Bretherine, 
that he salbe callit ‘ The Commissioner’ of sic a place; and in cais 
the Parliament, by his Majestie’s moyen,’ may be induceit to ac- 
knawledge that name, it sall stand so; iff not, the Generall As- 
sembly sall voit and conclud this questioune annent his name. 

“12. The questioune being demandit, Quhither the Commis- 
sioune of him that for the Kirk sould voit in Parliament sould in- 


1 Lose. 2 Become void or vacant. 3 Means, influence, 
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dure his lyfftyme, except sum cryme or offence intervein, or for 
a schorter tyme, at the plesoure of the Kirk? The Commissiouneris 
of the Generall Assemblie, being of diverse opiniounes, thought guid 
to refer this questioune to the nixt Generall Assemblie.” 

Quhilk haill Conclusiounes being red, in the audience off the Ge- 
nerall Assembly, and they being ryplie advysit thairwith, ratified, 
allowed, and approved the samyne, and thought expedient that 
the samen Cautiounes, togider with such utheris as salbe concludit 
on by the Assemblie, be insert in the bodie of the act of Parliament 
that is to be maid for confirmatioune of voit in Parliament to the 
Kirk, as maist necessar and substantial pointis of the same. 


Sessio 8. 

“ Forasmuch as the Commissioneris of the Synod convenit at 
Falkland, the 25 of July 1598, being of diverse opiniounes con- 
cerneing the continowance of the Commissioneris that sould haiff 
voit in Parliament, quhither he sould indure for his lyftyme, ex- 
cept sum cryme or offence intervein, or for a schorter tyme, at the 
plesoure of the Kirk, they thought guid to refer the same to this 
present Assemblie: Thairfor, the Generall Assemblie, haiffing reas- 
souneit at lenth the said questioun tuiching the continowance of 
him that sall haiff voit in Parliament; efter voiting of the same, 
findis and declairis that he sall annuatim give a compt of the Com- 
missioun obteinit from the Assemblie, and lay doune the same at 
thair feit, to be continowed or altered thairfra by his Majestie and 
the Assemblie, and that as the Assemblie, with consent of his Ma- 
jestie, sall think most expedient for the weill of the Kirk. 

‘“‘ Tt is also statute and ordained, that none of thame that sall haiff 
voit in Parliament sall come as Commissioneris to any Generall As- 
semblie, nor haiff voit in the same, in any tyme cuming, except he 
be authorizit with Commissioun from his awin Presbyterie to that 
effect. 

“ Tt is moirover fund be the Assemblie, that crimen ambitus salbe 
sufficient caus of deprivatioune of him that sall haiff voit m Parlia- 


ment. 
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“Tn end, it is statute and ordained, that everie Minister intimat 
this generall, that the voit in Parliament is concludit by the As- 
semblie, and that naine utter speiche in pulpit contrair to the same.” 


Thair wer very money guid Breitherine at this Assemblie, and 
did stand verie honnestly to the caus; but auctoritie, dissimula- 
tioun, crafte, and painfullness, cairied the matter away. 

As for example, of Auctoritie ; that Moderator quho had utterit 
excellent guid doctrine befoir-noone wes compellit, at leist inducit, 
by auctoritie to recant it efter-[noone,'] to the gryt greiff and of- 
fence of.the best. Mr Andro Melvill come to the Assembly, by 
Commissioune of his Presbytrie, but wes commandit to keip his 
ludgeing ; quho, being callit to the King in private, and demandit, 
Quhy he wes so trublesume as to come to the Assemblie, being 
dischairgit ? He answerit, He had a calling in the Kirk of God, 
and of Jesus Chryst, the King of kings, quhilk he behovit to dis- 
chairge at all occasiounes, being orderlie callit thairto, as he wes at 
this tyme; and that for feir of a grytter punischment then could 
any earthly king inflict. Quhairat the King being angrie, utterit 
sume minassing words. The said Mr Andro, laying his hand to 
his heid,? said, “ Sir, it is this that ye would haiff! Ye sall haiff it : 
Tak it! Tak it! or? ye bereave‘ us of the liberties of Jesus Christ 
and his kingdome!” With many mo speiches, verie zealouslie, to 
that effect. 

Dissimulatioun ; in sa meikle that as making on the Bischoprie 
with all mycht and maine, yet they did give it out amangis the 
Breitherine thair wes no sick thing meinit, saiff onlie vot in the 
Parliament, to vindicat the Kirk from contempt and povertie; and 
sua soundit all the answeris to the argumentis of the manifold and — 
maist stronge reasounes of the Breitherine that stood for the Estai- 
blischit Discipline. 

Craft ; whereof take the instance of the choyseing of the Mode- 


1 Advocates’ MSS. 2 « On his neck.” Ady. MSS. 3 Rather than. 
4 « Robe,” (rob.) Ady. MSS. ; 
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rator, quhilk wes the thing they evir laborit for to haiff their voices, 
and to have ane at their devotioune: For the quhilk purpose, all 
this Assemblie, they used this stratageme; first, they compted the 
voites they had made and were sure off; and, feiring they sould be 
overcume by a gryter numbir, they causit put upon the leitis for 
chuseing of the Moderator four of the cheiffest Breitherine, amongis 
all with him quhom they designit, assuring tham selves that thair- 
by that the voitis wald be distracted, quhille, as sume sould think 
ane meit, and sume ane uther ; and in the mein tyme, they keipit 
close constant thair course, and voited all to ane ; and so it come to 
passe, indeide; quhairas, all the contrair voites sould [have] been 
given to ane of thais guid Breitherine, they had farr prevailed. 
And as for Painfullness ; in the time [of this Assembly] the 
King arose earlie at morne till he went late to bed, he was continu- 


_ally with Ministers, and so bussie with them, that the cortiouris 


compleaned heavilie that they could gett no accesse. Bot, to be 
short, the Generall Commissioune, that reullit all, being renewit, 
and the nixt Assemblie apoyntit at Sainct Androis in the last 
Tuysday of July in the year 1601, the Assemblie wes dismissed. 


The summer eftir following, the Ministeres of Edinbruche, being 
repossessit in thair places, beganne freilieto preach in the auld maner; 
bot by the occasioun of the matter of Gowrie, that fell furth im the 
moneth of August thaireftir, thair pulpit was overthrawin the se- 
cond tyme; for, becaus they could not goe on immediatlie upon 
the first occasione and informatioune to informe the people, and 
convein the people, and give publict thankis from pulpit, they wer 
commandit to goe out of Edinbruche, and not to preiche nor ap- 
proach within eight myles neir to that towne ; and how Mr Robert 
Bruce, for his uprychtnes and heriate [hatred ?] of the Episcopall 
course, wes usit, it would requyre a larger treatie nor we can in 
this compend of storie bestow thairupon. 


M.DC.L. 
The yeir following, the Generall Assemblie appoyntit at Saint 
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Androis, wes, first by proclamatioune anticipate in tyme, reserving 
the place and tyme, and syne proclaimed to be haldine againe at 
Bruntiland.!. What with feir and satisfactioun of discontentmentis, 
‘a maist fair and plausibill forme wes used; first, forsuith, to 
searche for the causses of so gryt defectioune from the puritie, zeal, 
and practise of the trew Religione in all estaitis of the contrie ; and 
nixt, how the samyne mycht be maist effectually releivit, so that 
maist excellent, comfortable, and maist necessar exercisses of humi- 
liatioune, fasting, and renewing the Covenant with God, wes con- 
eludit to begin at that Assembly, and thairfoir upone ane weik to 
be solemnlie keipit throwout all the realme; approving that now, 
quhilk boith by the Court and by monie of the Ministeris wes not 
only neglected, bot scornit befoir. The King, in presens of the 
haill Assemblie, maid a lairg and humbill confessioune of his awin 
sines, and great unthankfullnes, committed alsweill in the commoune 
governement, namlie, in spairing of Papistis, and giveing remis- 
sioune for murther as done before in his familie and persoune, with 
promisses and calling for grace to amend; and so all followit. Bot 
howbeit the heartis of many were humblite and sett to seik God 
and the honor of Jesus Christ, the right way, yit litle sinceritie or 
guid meineing kythed in the reulleris and cheiff directeris of that 
actioune ; for, neither wes the cheiff caus of diffectioun laid oppine, 
nor any thing meinit of the rycht way to remeid the samyne. The 
four Ministeres of Edinbruche were transportit from their places at 
Edinbruche, and ordained to be placit in other places, and in the 
Generall Commission renewit a speciall caus be put in for that ef- 
fect. Uther things also wald haiff bein assayit war not, after they 
were aschamed, the catalogue of the Breitherine then conveinit, 
they could not be sure to carie it away by a pluralitie, namlie, eftir 
so publict and earnest humiliatioune; and so, eftir ratificatioune 


againe of the actes of the former Assemblies, and for dischairging . 


1 The General Assembly was to have been held on the last Tuesday of July ; but 
owing to the King having fallen from his horse at the hunting near Falkland, (when he 
hurt his left shoulder,) it was appointed by him to be held at Burntisland on 12th 
May, 1601. See Cald. Hist., &c. 2 Advocates MSS. “ Plantit.” 
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appellatiounes in excerceisses, and yonge men from pricheing in 
cheiff places, the nixt Assemblie wes appointit to be haldine at 
Sainct Androis at the last Tuysday 1602; bot that day wes only for 
the faschioun’s saike, for the King wes now accustomit to appoynt 
thame quhen, and quhair, and how he pleisit, by his proclamatiounes 
at mercat places. 

About the end of Junij, Mr Andro Melvine, making his excer- 
ceisses in his ordinarie places upon the Ephesians, v. 2, he insistit 
onlie in schawing the duetie of Ministeres ; and tuichit sua the 
present corruptiounes to the quick, namely, of the degenerat and 
imtrusit Ministerie of Saint Androis, that they compleined to the 
King, causit him to come to St Androis, in July thairafter, and 
commandit Mr Andro [Melvill] to ward within his awin Colledge 
of Theologie, quhairof he wes Principall Master; lyke as the 

_ samyne auctoritie, he had bein befoir dischairgit aff the Presby- 
terie and all the Doctoris of Theologie with him for this cause ; bot 
the wynter thairefter, the lairnit Ministeris of that Presbyterie, be- 
ing all of them Mr Andro his scholleris, beganne ane excerciss in 
the Schooles of Divynitie, and continowit it ordinarlie their tyme 
about befoir the haill Universitie ; quhairin they disputed all contra- 
veined” poynts accuratly, as it wer againes the Papistis, and cleirit 
the truth stronglie and evidentlie to all. This grevit thame mychti- 
lie, bot becaus it wes done in the Latine tongue in the Schoolis, 
and in schaw againes the Papistis, according to ane ordinance of 
the Generall Assemblie,it could not be for a gryt space counter- 
mandit, till be these travellis the lawfull auctoritie of Presbyteries 
and Generall Assemblies wes confirmed, Popish supremacy and all 
Episcopall auctoritie ovirthrawin, the course of the present corrup- 
tiounes damned, and all the Ministerie of that Presbyterie verie 
much edified and incuradgit. Sa, in the moneth of October, the 
Provinciall Synod of Fyffe wes keipit at Kinghorne, quhair all the 
corrupt proceidingis wes sett doune in Grevis, and the Commis- 
sionaris appoyntit to mein® the same to nixt Generall Assemblie, 


! Alternately. 2 Controverted. 3 Make complaint of, 
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quhilk by proclamatioune wes translaitit from Sainct Androis, quhair 
it wes ordaneit to be keipit in July by the last Assemblie, and com- 
mandit to be haldine at Edinburght in November following. 

~ This was sair againes the heartis and laboris of sume Episcopall 
Commissioneris thair present, but the universall myndis of the guid 
Ministerie of that Province prevailit. They follow heirafter, as 
they are registrat in the Buikis of the Generall Assemblie. 


M.DC.I. 

Now, the last Generall Assemblie that the King kepeit in Scot- 
land wes at his Palace of Halirudhous, in the moneth of November 
1602; quhairin, becaus all thingis were deliberated and painfullie 
and diligentlie dressit, he thought weill to obtein his purpose. The 
quhilk ane of the Bretherine weill percaiving, quhen it came to his 
voite concerning the Moderator, he thus protested, with all rever- 
ence of the King’s Majestie’s presence, but in the feir of the gryte 
God and in love of Christ, his annoyntit, quho is above all: 

“ Befoir I speik ony thing in this Assemblie, I man protest that, 
sieing it is conveined extraordinarly by his Majestie’s authoritie, 
besydis' the tyme appoyntit in the last Assemblie, and is keipit 
heir within his Majestie’s Palace, a place quhairin no Assemblie 
wes accustomit to be keipit heirtofoir ; quhatsoevir be done thairin 
contrair to the Word of God and former constitutiounes of the Kirk, 
and the establischit Disciplin thairoff, (as God forbid thair sould be 
any!) the same be null and of nane effect ; and remeidit at the nixt 
Generall Assemblie ordinar, frie and lawfull, of the Kirk of Scot- 
land.”? 

The haill drift of the Assemblie being to sett up the Bischoppis 
in the second Sessioune, the same wes convoyit, first, be the tryell 
of the Commissioneris appoyntit by the last Assemblie; in place 
quhairoff, thair wes thrie Bischopis put in possessioune of thair 


1 Apart from, independent of. ? From the manner in which this brief outline of 
the speech is given, it is most probable to have been delivered by Mr James Melvill, 
who, with his accustomed modesty, thus generally alluded to himself in his Diary. 
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Bischoprickis, undir cure! of thair Commissioun givin thame to 
Visit thais Provinces, to witt, Rosse, Caitnes, and Aberdeine, 
all contrair to the Cautiounes; and to be continowit by the re- 
“newing the foirsaid Commissioun for Visitatioune of thais Pro- 
vinces; and thairfoir to convoy the matter the bettir, a new exact 
ordour wes sett doun by the Assemblie: The quhilk convoy being 
discoverit befoir the Assemblie, it wes stoutly and honnestlie gain- 
stood, namely, in the persone of Mr George Gladstaines for Cait- 
nes ; quhom, notwithstanding the grytter number of the Assemblie 
refuissit to appoynt a new Commissioun for Caithnes, yit auctoritie 
and cunning convoy carreit it away in the end. 


The poynt being wounne, and a new Generall Commissioun sett 
doune againe, and the said thrie Bischoppis continowit in their Com- 
_missiounes and Bischoprickis in the fourt Sessioune, the matter gois 
on; and undir pretence to plant and provyd the Kirk, the Prelacies 
and gryt Benifices ar thought meit to be givin and disposit to Mi- 
nisteris, as followis : 


“ Annent the Constant Platt, the Breitherine ordainit to sitt 
thairone with his Majestie’s Commissioneres being demandit, Quhat 
effect thair travelis had takin in the samyn? They producit the 
conclusioune of the Commissioneres of the said Platt, resolving 
thrie heidis, out of the quhilk one sould be chosine as the maist 
readiest way for the effectuating of the said work; quhairof the 


tennor followes: 
OVERTOURIS OF THE COMMISSIONERIS OF THE PLATT TO BE 
ADVYSIT WITH HIS MAJESTIB, &c. 


“ Giff everie Minister being assignet out of the fruictis of the 
Kirk quhair he serves, by the benevolence of the takismen’ grantit 


' Cover. 2 T'acksmen, lease-holders, or tenants of the teinds or tithes. 
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to the augmentatioune of the said stipend, iff thair salbe ane perpe- 
tuall securitie maid to the said takismen of thair teyndis of ane spe- 
ciall gressowme to be condescendit upon for ilk chalder, for the 
space of 19 yeiris, and to be renewit yeirly thairefter for the lyk 
space and the lyk gressowme; upon this conditioune, that the said 
principall taxmen sall grant and renew the lyk securitie to the 
sub-taxmen for peyment of thair pairt of the said gressowme pro 
rato, where ony tax! are: Or giff the gryt benefices salbe provydit 
to Ministeres upon this conditioune, that all the Kirkis of the Pre- 
lacies be planted with sufficient Ministeres, and be provydit with 
competent livingis, as the modifiaris of the said Constant Plaite sall 
think expedient, and he to pay to the Kingis Majestie yeirly the 
tent pairt of the fruitis of the said benefice quhilk sall rest, by and 
attour? the sustentatioune® of the said Ministeres; and that all the 
inferiour benefices salbe provydit with Ministeres serving the cuir 
of the saidis Kirkis, alseweill personage as viccaradge: Or giff all 
the gryt benefices salbe dissolvit, and the Prelat to haiff: the prin- 
cipall Kirke of the Prelacie with the temporall landis thairof, and 
the rest of the Kirkis to be provydit with qualified Ministeres, 
and the said Prelat and Titularis of the said Kirkes to pey ane yeir- 
lie duetie to his Majestie as the benefice may beire, at the sight of 
the Commissioneres forsaids.” 

The quhilk Overtouris being red in the sight of the Assemblie, It 
wes ordained every Synod sould haiff a coppy of the same, and to 
be advysit thairwith untill the morning, that they mych give thair 
advyse to his Majestie quhilk of the thrie wer maist meit to be im- 
braced. 

This purpose wes also plainly espeyitt and withstood, by giveing 
inane coppie to the Kingis Majestie of the former Plott of Plante- 
ing of all the Kirkis of the realme, settin downe by Commissioune 
from his Majestie and the estaites of Parliament 1597, by dissolve- 
ing of Prelacies, and Planting of fyftie Presbyteries in thair places, 
the Commissioneris quhairoff sould haiff voit in parliament; bot by 


! Tacks, leases. 2 Over and above. 5 Support. 
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auctoritie and dressing of voitis of the evill advysed multitud it 
wes rejected, and the conclusioun past as followis : 

“ Anent the Overtouris givin in by the Commissioneris of the 
Constant Platt, with the quhilk the Bretherine were ordained to be 
advysit, efter mature deliberatioune and voiting, The Assemblie 
thinkes the second Overtour maist expedient to be accepted, bear- 
ing the provisioun of Ministeres to all Prelacies, with the condi- 
tiounes thairin conteinit as is above expressit. Item, the Assemblie 
thought expedient to adjoyne and nominat utheris out of the num- 
ber of the Britherine to be adjoyned to thais: quhilk wer nominat 
by the Commissioneres of the Provinces conveinit at Halyrude- 
house, the fyftein of October; out of the quhilk number his Majes- 
tie sould mak his chuise of sic as he sould present to the benefice 
vacand. The names of thame all are as followes: Mrs Robert Pont, 
James Melvill, James Nicolsoune, Patrick Galloway, Johne Forbes, 
Jhone Knox, Robert Wilkie, Jhone Howisoune, George Monro, 
Johne Clappertoune, Robert Bruce, Johne Carmichaell, William 
Malcolme, Robert Howie, Alexander Scrymgeour, Alexander Lynd- 
say, James Robertsoune, Patrick Lindsay, Andro Knox, Johne 
Spottiswood, Gavine Hamiltoun, Andro Lambe, Alexander For- 
bes, Alexander Douglas, and George Grahame.” 

Off the quhilk, sume plainely refuised, and sume wer absent, and 
yit thair names wer put in as nominat by the Assemblie. 

It wes long and verie uch urgit, or’ the Greivances of the Synod 
of Fyffe could be gottin hard? and answerit ; but, sieing the grytest 
number of the Assemblie pressit the same, thair wes halff ane dus- 
sane namit out of the Assemblie to confer with so many of the said 
Synod thairanent, and to report thair agriement to the full As- 


semblie. 


FOLLOWS THE GREIVANCES OF THE SYNOD OF FYFF. 


‘¢ 1, It wald be meined? to the Generall Assembly nixt, that the 
Generall Assemblies of the Kirk are nocht ordinarilie keipit, nocht- 
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withstanding the actis of Parliament and Generall Assemblie, and 
the necessitie of the tyme; but that the dyatis thairof ar altered 
without the knawledge of the Presbyteries and. Synodis. 

“9, That Ministeres are callit befoir his Majestie’s Secreit Coun- 
eill, ix prima instantia, for Discipline or Doctrine, quhilk is a gryt 
incouradgment to the enimies. 

“ 3. That all applicatiounes of Doctrine in Presbyteries and Ex- 
cercises ar found falt with, undir pretence of an act of ane Generall 
Assemblie; quhilk act, thairfoir, wald be sichted and cleirlie inter- 
pretit. 

“4, That the Governement of the cheiff matteres of the Kirk 
continowis in the handis of a few, undir the name of a Commis- 
sioune, to the gryt prejudice of the liberties of Synods and Pres- 
byteries. 

“5. That the ordinarie Doctoris beiring! ordinare calling in the 
Kirk, by the discipline and constitutioune thairoff, [and are now 
abrogat, and now?] ar debarrit from Presbyteries and Assemblies. 

“6. That the Assemblie hes takin no tryell hithertill* annent the 
Cautiounes sett doune for avoyding of corruptioune in the Commis- 
sioneris, and voiteris in Parliament. 

“ 7, That the absence of the Pastouris in Edinbruche, and al- 
teratioune of the Ministerie thairoff, quhilk wes the cheiff Watch- 
tower of the Kirk, hurtis greitlie the caus of true Religioune, and 
incowradges the enemies. 

“8. That thair is distractiounes in opiniounes far different from 
the consent and unitie of heartis quhilk hes bein in the Kirk befoir, 
in all weightie causses, and ovir letill deliberatioune and reassoune- 
ing had in matteres; quhairby conclusiounes are past, almaist the 
halff of the Bretherine gaising ;* quhairas our Assemblies wes evir 
wont to consider before they concludit any thing. 

“9, That the land is defiled, and the Kirk is indomadgit by the 
French Embassadour his mass. 


"Univ. MS. reads, “ diverse learned men having.” 2 Adv. MSS. #2 Hereto- 
fore, hitherto. 4 Both of the Ady. MSS. read “ gainstanding.” 
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“10. That excommunicat persounes for Papistrie are suffired 
to haunt the countrey publictlie and piceablie. 

“11. That the Nobillmen laitlie relaxit from excommunicatione 
for Papistrie gives no toakines of thair professioun of the truth, bot 
rather the contrarie. 

“12. That apprehendit Papistis’ directiounes and Letteris are 
kepit close, and the dangers imminent thairby to the Kirk are 
not communicated to the Watchmen,’ quhairby they may make 
_ faithfull? wairneing, and prevent the perrell. 

“13. That the Discipline of the Kirk againes murther, incest, 
and adulterie, is not practised with that holy severitie that becomes, 
notwithstanding of the frequent remissiounes obtainit by criminall 
persounes, for eschewing of civill punischment. 

“14, That the remeidis sett doune againes apprehendit dangeris 

- at diverse tymes, and at diverse meittingis of the Kirk, ar not fol- 
lowit furth.”* 


Sess. 8, November.13, 1602.* 
“The said day, the Breither they appointit to visite the Grei- 
vances and Petitiounes of the Synod of Fyfe, condescendit upon 
the Answers following : 


[ ANSWERS BY THE BRETHREN APPOINTED TO VISIT THE 
GRIEVANCES OF THE SYNOD OF FIFE. | 


“ First, Findis and decerns that the Generall Assemblies sould 
be appoyntit and keipit according to the act of Parliament haldin 
at Edinbruche the fifth day of June 1592, quhairoff the tennour 
followis, so far as concernes that poynt: ‘ And siclyk, ratifies and 


1 The Ministers. 2 Univ. MS. “ thankful.” 5 Immediately following this 
document, there follows in the Univ. MS., ‘“‘ The Sowme of the Conference keipit at 
Halirudhous the 17 of Nov. 1595 ;” which the reader will find in the Drary, pp. 446. 
_ 462, 4 In Univ. MS,, “ 13 December, Sess, 5.” 
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approves the Generall Assemblies appoyntit by the samyne Kirk ; 
and declaires that it salbe lawfull to the said Kirk and Ministeres, 
every yeir at the leist, and oftner pro re nata, as occasione and ne- 
cessitie sall serve and requyre, to haiff and keip Generall Assem- 
blies; providing that the King’s Majestie or his Commissioneris to 
be appoyntit with thame be his Heines, being present att ilk Gene- 
rall Assemblie, befoir the dissolving thairoff, nominat and appoynt 
a tyme and place quhen and quhair the nixt Generall Assemblie sall 
be keipit; and in caice that naither his Majestie nor his saids Commis- 
sioners be present for the tyme in that toune quhair the Generall 
Assemblie salbe halden, that then, and in that cais, it salbe leisum 
to the said Generall Assemblie, by thame selff, to nominat and ap- 
poynt tyme and place, quhen and quhair, the nixt Generall Assem- 
blie of the Kirk salbe keipit and holdin, as they haiff bein in use 
thir tymes bygane. 

“© 2. Giff his Majestie proceid againes Ministeres according to his 
Majestie’s awin declaratioune, maid and inacted in the Generall As- 
semblie haldin at Dundie, 1597, sess. 2, the desyre of the second 
article is satisfiet, and no uther thing meinit thairby. 

“3. Thinkis it expedient that the act maid annent applicatiounes 
in excerceis be interpreit not to be extended to.forbid the useing of 
the Word of God, in applicatiounes to the generall endis thairoff, 
quhilk is lawfull to use efter this manner; this heid of doctrine 
serves for refutatioune of sic ane errour, for the rebuke of such ane 
vice, for comforting of such ane people or persoune in such ane cais, 
&c.; and as for particulare or personall applicatiounes, leaves it to be 
advysit quither it salbe in tyme comeing or noe, and how farre. And 
thinkis guid that this be reassonit in the Presbyteries and their 
Commissioneris sent with utheris reassounis to the nixt Generall 
Assemblie thairannent ; and, in the meintyme, no invocatiounes to 
be used againes personall applicatiounes. 

“4, Let all Commissiounes be givin furth and usit according to 
the actis of the Generall Assemblie from this tyme furth. 

“5, Findis that Doctouris hes had, and may haiff, voit in General 
Assemblies, thai haiffing ane generall lawfull commissioune for that — 
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effect, according as it hes bein elis fund! and declared by the Generall 
Assemblie’s Commissioun for that effect, haldin at Edinbruche, May 
_ 10, 1586, and at Glasgow 1581; quhair it is fund and declareit by 
the act of the Generall Assemblie, that Doctouris sould concurr with 
the Elderis thair, and thair Bretherein, in all Assemblies. 
“6. Lett the Cautiounes be lookit and preceisely keipit in 
tyme cumming, undir the paines conteinit in the actis maid thair- 
annent.” 


ANSWERIT IN THE ASSEMBLIE. 


*¢ 7, Nothing to be done and concludit in Assemblie, except it be 
sufficiently reassounit and deliberat upoune. 

“ 8. Acquiesces in the deliberatioune of the Breitherine that 
hes spokin to his Majestie thairannent; and desyres Mr Walter 
Balcanquall to schew the samyn to the Assemblie, and how the 
Presbyterie of Edinbruche is satisfied in this poynt. 

“9, Let thair names be given up to his Majestie, that he may 
tak order with thame according to the lawis; and in special with 
Captain Halkersoun, Patrik Butter, Mr Alexander Leslie, Dun- 
cane Law, Thomas Browne, William Leslie, and Thomas Mortimer.” 


ENDIT IN THE ASSEMBLIE. 


“610. To acquiesce in his Majestie’s declaratioune thairannent ; 
and to requiest his Majestie that the Presbyteries heiraftir be ac- 
quentit in sic causses, quhen it salbe neidfull. 

‘611. Quhair thair is negligence in this poynt, let it be mendit 
heireftir, according to the actis of the Assemblie. 

612. Let farder diligence be usit quhair negligence hes bein.” 


Quhilks Answers the Assemblie allowis of, and approves thame ; 
and ordaines the samyn to be insert in the Buikis of the Assem- 


ae 1 Already found. 
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blies. And so ended this Assembly. The nixt Assemblie wes ap- 
poyntit to hauld at Abirdein, the last Tuysday of July, anno 1604, 
the King voiting thairto him selff first, and the rest following ; 
howbeit, he did schaw him selff mychtily offendit at the minting! 
to keipe the samyn, as the progress of this storie will schaw.? 


M.DC.IL. 

. The yeir following, guid Quein Elizabeth restit in peace, and King 
James entirit King in England more peaceably nor him selff or any 
uthir could haiff expectit. So it pleasit God to magnifie his mercie 
and grace with his blissit Gospell of peace; the lycht quhairoff once 
entering in Britaine, eftir the grosse and most dark night of Poprie, 
beganne peace betwixt the unconciliabill? natiounes of Scottis and 
English : The continowing quhairof maid peace to grow, and at 
last perfytit the samyn be ane blessit Unioune, iff it be, in the true 
faith of boith doctrine and discipline, knitt fast with the band of love 
in Chryst. The King maid gryt haist to goe to tak possessioun in 
England, and in oration maid publictlie for taking his leiff, in the 
Gryt Kirk of Edinbruche, he thankit God that he had sattled boith 
Kirk and kingdome of Scotland, and left it in that estate quhilk he 
meinit nocht to hurt or alter ony way, the subjectis thairof remaine- 
ing and injoying the samyn peaceably and quyetly ; for the quhilk 
effect, he would once in every thrie yeir cume and visit the samyn. 
Also, his Majestie send back word with diverse Ministeris that mett 
him by the way, that thai sould schaw all thair bretherein, in his 
name, that thais sould keip unitie and peace, without altering any 
thing concludit in thais Assemblies quhairin he wes present him 
selff in persoune, for his purpose was nocht to alter ony thing. 


M.DC.IV. 
In the moneth of January thaireftir, the Conferrence was keipit 
at Hamptoune Court, of gryt expectatioune that all the great and 
grosse corruptiounes of the Kirk of England sould be reformed; 


1 Aiming, attempting. 2 Ady. MSS. ‘testifie.” 3 Irreconcileable, 
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the effect quhairof wes publischit by two proclamationes, in the 
monethe of Merche following; one againes Jesuites and Semi- 
naries, but very favourabill to the Pape, and Papistis in Religioune ; 
the uthir very favourabill to the Bisschoppis, but griveous to the 
sincere Ministeres, and gryt disapoyntment, discouragement, and 
disgrace of all that craiffed and luikit for reformatioune. 

The Provinciall Synods in Scotland conveining in Appryl, and 
heiring of ane Parliament proclamed to be keeped in Edinburght, 
directit ovir thair Commissioneris to joyne and advyse with the 
Commissioneris of the Generall Assemblie annent the eftaires of the 
Kirk ; and, according to the custome, desyrit ane Generall Assem- 
blie to be grantit and haldin befoir or with the Parliament, namely, 
at sic a necessare tyme, when all wes on fute awaikit to look to thair 
matteris: Sa, we passit ovir to the Parliament haldin at Edinburg 
the 24th of that moneth, quhair Mr Patrik Galloway and Mr 
David Lindsay, callit Bischoppis' laitly, wer cume from the King ; 
quho, in a full Conventioune of the Commissioneris boith of the 
Generall Assemblie [and of the last Provinciall, declared unto us 
that they had desyred a Generall Assemblie to be?] afoir® or at the 
Parliament ; [quhilk the King said, needeth not, in respect there 
wes nocht to be intreated of in this Parliament,*] bot concerning 
the Unioun, quhairin the Kirk could have no interest in at this 
Parliament, and quhairby the ordour and discipline of our Kirk of 
Scotland sould nawayis be hurt. The Commissioneris of the Pro- 
vinciall Assemblies reassounit in the contrair, that so could not be ; 
becaus the realmes could not be united without the unioune of 
the Kirk; neither could the Kirkis be united in discipline, the ane 
being Episcopall and the uther Presbyteriall, unles that the ane sould 
surrender and cede® to the uther. It wes replyit, that nothing wes 


1 Advocates’ MSS. “ Bischope of Rosse.” 2 Omitted in University MS. 
3 Before. 4 Omitted in University MS.—These omissions are noted here to 
exhibit a specimen of the extreme carelessness of nearly all the existing transcripts 
from old MSS, and the necessity of scrupulously collating them with as many copies 
as can conyeniently be procured.—Ep. 5 Adv. MSS. “ Yeild.” 
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to be done in this Parliament but chuseing of Commissioneris to 
treat of the Unioune, and report. We answerit, that commounly, 
as thingis wer dressit and blokit by the Conferrence and treiting, 
they wer at last sua concludit and endit, and, thairfoir, the greittest 
danger wes in the want of skill, tentivnes, faithfullnes, and guid ef- 
fectioune of Commissioneris, and quho did undertak commissioune 
in so weightie a matter for the Generall Kirk, without warrand and 
directioune from the samyn, or quho could be callit Commissioneris 
for ony estait, and accept it as such, unles thai wer chosen by 
thame, and ressavit instructiounes and warrand from thame. Thai 
replyeit,! that the Parliament did chuse thame, and the Kirk had ap- 
poyntit certaine to vote thairin. We answerit, that sic wer athare” 
of old Prelates, or men namit* Bisschoppis. Giff‘ the auld Prelates, 
the most just exceptiounes of the Kirk, had bein at all tymes by- 
gaine againes thame, as neither beiring office in the Kirk nor hay- 
ing commissioun thairfra : Giff new[-named] Bisschoppis, thair wes 
ane express cautioun, disschairging thame to presume to propone any 
thing, in Parliament or in ony uthir Conventioune, in name of the 
Kirk, without ane expres warrand and direction of the samyn, undir 
the paine of deprivatioune from thair office. 

This reassouning pleissit not the Bisschoppis, (of new so nameit, ) 
and such of the Commissioneris of the Generall Assemblie, in 
quhom the King confided ; and thairfoir wes lychtly brokin off, and 
the matter eludit and put off to further advysement. Wee, sieing 
thingis like to goe so that the Parliament wald chuse, eftir the 
commoune maner, Lordis of Articles, and thai the Commissioneris 
to treat of the Unioune, we wer of purpose to treat and protest in 
oppin Parliament; but, being assurit of new that the King menit® 
not to alter any thing off our order and discipline, and had expressly 
promissit thame, provyding we had behaived our selves quyetly at 
this tyme; also, perceaving that the treity annent the Unioune wes 
not lyk to frame in neither of the realmes, but lykly to be crossit 


1 Advocates’ MSS. “ Threiped,’ 7.e. pertinaciously asserted. 2 either. 
3 Ady. MSS. “ New-named.” 4 Tf. 5 Meant. 
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be uther estaitis, to the Kingis miscontentment, we left aff the 
purpose of publict protestatioune, and resolvit to keip us within 
the boundis of deilling with the Commissioneris of our awin Gene- 
rall Assembly ; and sua putt our Advyse and Articles in wryt, and 
to present thame with a graiff and scharpe admonitioun, quhilk 
nochtwithstanding was reverently ressavit, and our advyce promissit 
to be followit, and put faythfullie to practise by thame that had 
place. Followis now 


THE ADVYCE OF THE COMMISSIOUNERIS FROM THE PROVINCIALL 
~SYNODIS, GIVIN UP TO THE COMMISSIONERIS OF THE GENERALL 
ASSEMBLY CONVEINIT AT EDINBURGHE, BEFOIR THE PARLIA- 
MENT, THE 24 OF APRYLE 1604. 


“ Forsuameikle as, by your Missives directit to our Presbyteries, 
(Right Reverent and worschipfull Breithrin,) we wer warnit to give 
in our advyce to yow befoir this proclaimed Parliament, anent mat- 
teris to be propouned be the same for the weill of the Kirk, for dis- 
chairgeing of that dewtie, we haiff sett doun and sent to yow in 
wrytt by our Commissioneris, with all heartly salutatioune in the 
Lord Jesus, the Articles of our Advyce following : 

“ And, First, we thank God of this purpose of Unioune of thais 
realmes togidder, as maist loveabill and guid, in respect that all- 
ready by the professioune of the Gospell, thai haiff bein united in 
God thais many yeiris bypast ; and now, by a speciall blissing of that 
samyn Gospell of peice and unioune in Jesus Christ, they ar come 
undir ane King in vertues and graces incomparabill ; and, thairfoir, 
we earnestlie wische the same, be all guid meimis and indeavouris 
of all estaitis to be present, namely, by the -ecclesiasticall, evin till 
it be effectuat for the estabilisching and maintinence of the king- 
dome of Jesus Christ, quhilk is the kingdome of true peace and 
unioune, wirking true saftie and firme weillfare to all kingdomes 
reigneing and standing with Christ and in him. Secondlie, Becaus 
the occasioun and treating annent the Unioune so happily be God’s 


gryt and guid Providence falline furth, is since the, last Generall 
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Assemblie, and in name of the said Assemblie of the Kirk of this 
realme, ye could thairfoir haiff no warrand, directione, or informa- 
tioune to deall in any particulare concerneing the same; yet we 
think that thai may and sould doe this in generall, in the name of 
the said Assembly : That is to say, 

“First, To craive the actis maid in favours of the Kirk, in Parlia- 
ments preceiding, to be ratified and to be confirmit off new in this 
present. ; 

“ Nixt, Solemnelie we protest that nothing be done by way of 
Commissioune or utherwayis, at this tyme, quhairby any imnova- 
tioune, alteratioune, hurt or prejudice ensew againes the present 
rycht professioune of the Doctrine, Discipline, and Governement 
of the Kirk and kingdome of Jesus Chryst within this realme, 
estabilischit be the Word of God, confirmeit by the law of the 
contrey, breiffely comprehendit and publischit in the Kingis Majes- 
tie’s Confessioun of Faith, quhairunto all his Heines’ subjectis wer 
movit, with thair King and Soveraigne Lordis solemnlie to sweir 
and subscryve, and the quhilk his Majestie, going to his prosperous 
promotioune, most gratiously vouchsaffit, and granted it sould enjoy 
peiceabilly and unaltered heirefter. And incais thair be any thing 
done in the contraire, (as God forbid!) to protest it to be null, and 
of no force nor effect in it selff, in respect that neithir the Generall 
Kirk wes warnit thairto,! nor had directit any Commissiouneris 
thairannent. 

“ Thridlie, That the old Petitiounes of the Generall Assembly 
be reneued, and so much the moir presently urgit, as the danger is 
gryt; to witt, that none vote in name of the Kirk, and as the estait 
thairof, in Parliament, quho beiris not office within the samyn, nor 
hes any Commissioun so to doe from the same; and iff thai be 
admittit to sit and voit thairin in that name, to protest that it 
be not esteimed the voit and judgment of the Kirk of Scotland. 

“ Fourtlie, Forsuameikle as in the Generall Assemblie haldine 
in presence of the Kingis Majestie’s presens, at Montrosse, in the 


' Advocates’ MSS. “ would yeild thairto.” 
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monethe of Marche anno 1600, it wes expresslie and be cautioune 
provydit, that thais of the Ministrie quho in name of the Kirk ar 
appoyntit to voit in Parliament sall not presume at ony tyme, in 
Parliament, Counsell, or Conventioune, to propoune any thing in 
name of the Kirk, without ane expresse directioune and warrand 
thairfra ; neithir yet sall keip silence in oppouning thameselves 
thairto, iff thai sall heir or persaiff ony thing uttirit to the hurt or 
prejudice thairof, under the paine of deprivatioune: Thairfoir, we » 
think that thai sould chairge the same voitteris in Parliament, in 
name of Christ and his Kirk, so to doe, undir the paine of depriva- 
tioune, and further as Christ by his Kirk sall inflict; and to re- 
commend to thame the order and discipline of our Kirk to be weill 
considerit, studeit, and hauldine in memory, that thai may men- 
teine and stand faythfully to the samyn to thair uttirmost ; remem- 
_biring that accompt thai must give to the Generall Kirk of this 
realme, but namely to Jesus Christ, and that gryt and glorious 
Parliament off his last appeirance to judge the quick and the deid. 
“ Fyftlie and last, We most earnestly beseik yow, in the bowellis 
of Christ Jesus, yea evin attesting and adjureing, befoir God and 
his elect angellis, as ye will mak answer to that great Judge to 
quhom ye man give ane accompt of your stewartschip, that ye, by 
these presentis, certiffie and informe the Commissioneris to be 
chosine in the present Parliament to treat upoun this Unioune, for 
the pairt of the Kirk, and so by thame the King, our Soveraigne his 
most excellent Majestie on earth, that we belive in our heart and 
conscience, and have it instructit, cleirit, and assurit by the Word of 
God, wryttin in Holy Scripture, that the essentiall grundis of the 
Discipline and Governement of the Kirk and kingdome of Jesus 
Christ, estabilischit and usit within this realme of Scotland, ar not 
thingis indifferent and alterabill, but substantial pairtis of the Gos- 
pell, haiffing as great and lyk warrand as ony poynt of our fayth 
and religioune ; quhilk to renunce or pass fra we will not, by his 
grace: We will esteime it as hard as to renunce the manifest truth 
of God, reveilit to us in the Scripture, and so hardly and worse 
then to suffer the death, quhilk expressly, by thir presentis, we 


SO 
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protest and confesses, chuseing rather so to doe now befoir hand, 
for the eas and releife of our conscience, nor ovir lait’ heirefter, 
quhen (as it may be yet, God forbid!) thair is constitutiounes and 
lawis maid in the contraire.” 


The Parliament being prorogat to the moneth of July, and keipit 
at Perth, the Barrounes and Burgessis, with sume of the ancient 
Nobilitie, quhois numbir wes but small, in respect of the new-maid 
Lords and Erlis advancit to honour for that purpose, as namelie the 
guid auld Earle of Mortoune, most uprycht and zealous for the liber- 
tie and sincere standing of the doctrine and discipline of the Kirk, 
desyrit ane claus to be insert in the Commissioune for the Unioune, 
to preserve and keipe the present sincere and frie estait of the Re- 
ligioune in discipline and doctrine within the Kirkis. They deall 
with the Commissiouneris of the Generall Assembly to assist thairin, 
as such to quhom it appertaineth cheifly ; bot thai were borne back 
by the new nameit Bisschoppes and agentis of the Court, haid lytle 
cair thairin, (a blott of treasoun againes the caus,) yit the foir-nameit 
Nobillmen, to quhome the prais heiroff amonges men speciallie be- 
longis, insistit so in oppine Parliament, that howbeit the clause wes 
not insertit in the Commissioune ; yit, in the first act of that Par- 
liament maid in favouris of the Kirk, it wes provydit that the estait 
present of the Kirk of Scotland, in religioune and sinceritie, boith 
of doctrine and discipline, sould no wayes be prejudgit or hurt by 
the present Commissioune, or grantit be the Unioune, &c., and that 
wes all we desyrit for the tyme. 

The Generall Assembly wes appoyntit to be haldine att Aberdeine 
the last Twyisday of July. Amongis utheris Articles that the 
Lord Comptroller, Lord of Scoone, brought from Court, (for now 
our country begouth? to be reulit be directioune of Articles,) thair 
wes one annent the prorogating of the said Generall Assembly till 
the Unioune wes concludit, and the nixt adverteisement. The ques- 
tioune, thairfoir, beng movit in the Presbyterie of Saint Androis, 
Quhither Commissioners sould be directed to keipe that day or not? 

' Than too late. 2 Began. 
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Tt wes concludit that thai sould, becaus the warrand of keipeing wes 
greitter nor of continowing and prorogatioune thairoff, to witt, the 


_ Word of God, custome of the Kirk since the first Reformatioune 


of Religioun, law of the realme, and ordinance of the last Generall 


Assembly, quhair his Majestie, with the Assembly, did appoynt the 
samyn ; and namely, the priviledges, weill, and libertie of our Kirk, 
wes to be lookit to at this tyme, quhen all estaitis wer zealous of 
their rychtis and liberties. Quhairupoun that Presbyterie directit 
the Commissioneris to Aberdeine; quhais diligence wes reported 
by thame to the said Presbyterie, as followis : 


“¢ At ABERDEIN, the last day of July 1604, within Saint Nicolas’ 
Paroch Kirk of the Burght off Aberdein, at four houris efter noone, 
or thairby, befoir thir wittnesses, Mr Peter Blackburne, James 
Rosse, and Archibald Blackburne, Ministeres of Aberdeene, John 
Rought, Minister at Rige,’ Mr Thomas Nicolsoune, Commissioner 
of Aberdein, and George Nicolsone, burges off the said Burgh : 
“ The quhilk day, in presens of the wittnesses foirsaidis, and of 

the connotaris publict under-subscry vand, compeirit personally within 

the said Paroche Kirk, Mrs James Melvill, William Erskine, and 

Williame Murray, Ministeris of the Evangell of Jesus Chryst, and 

presented ane Commissioune givin to thame be the Breitherin of 

the Presbyterie of Saint Androis, &c., quhairby thai ar constitut 

Commissioneris for thame for keipeing of the Generall Assembly 

appoyntit at Aberdein in the moneth of July instant; as the said 

Commissioun, quhilk wes red in audience of us and of the saidis 

wittnesses, in the selff at mair lenth beires ; quhairof the tennour fol- 

lowis: ‘Ar Sr Anprots, the. 26 day of July 1604; the quhilk 
day, after incalling? on God, the Presbyterie did appoynt and con- 
stitute thair Breither Ministeris, James Melvill, Williame Erskine, 
and William Morray, thair Commissioneris to the Generall Assembly 
appoyntit to be haldine at Aberdeine [this moneth; giving to thame 
thair full Commissioune and express command to pass to Aber- 


1 Ady. MSS., erroneously, “ John Rower, Minister at Rige.” 2 Invocation. 
2N 
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deine,'] and thair, for the said Presbyterie and in thair names, to 
conferr, voit, and conclud sic thingis as sould be handelit in that As- 
semblie, and to doe quhatsumevir thingis that perteinis to the weill 
of the Kirk: Promiseing to ratifie and approve quhatevir the saids 
Commissioneris sall doe thairinto, according to the Word of God. 
In wittnes quhairoff, thai haiff commandit thair Clerk to subseryve 
this present Commissioune, day, yeir, and place foirsaidis. (Ste sub- 
seribitur,) Mr Ropert Roucut,? Clerk to the Presbyterie, at the 
command of the same.’ And thairwith did give in and present in 
wryt thair Protestatioune subsequent; quhilk, siclyk, wes red in 
audience of us and the said witneses, and wes subscryvit with thair 
handis in our presence; quhairoff lykwayis the tennour followis: 
‘ Forsuameikle as albeit the Kirk of Scotland, evir since the Refor- 
matioune of Religioune, and lycht of the Gospell rychtly mstructit 
and informit, hes thought it a most necessar duetie, awand to Chryst 
and his Kirk, to conveine in thair Generall Assemblie, yeirly, for 
keiping of the puritie of the doctrine, excerceise of discipline, and 
governement of the haill estait thairoff, with uniforme consent and 
agriement, lykas thai haiff bein in continuall use and possessioune to 
keipe the same inviolabill, as a cheiff and principall pairt of the li- 
bertie and office of the Ministrie commandit by the Lord Jesus 
Christ: As also, God hes movit the heart of the King, our Sove- 
raine, with consent of his Estaitis in Parliament, by speciall actis 
and lawis, to ratifie and approve the same, granting libertie and fri- 
dome to the Ministeris of the Kirk to convein in thair Generall As- 
semblies, onee in the yeir at the least, and oftner pro re nata; and 
the Kingis Majestie, of his speciall caire and effectioune to the Kirk 
of Jesus Christ within his Hienes’ realme, did give his awin presens, 
as at uthers diverse Generall Assemblies, so at the last holdine at 
Halirudhous, quhair certaine Grievances being givin in, amang the 
rest, that the Generall Assemblies wer not keipit ordinarlie, quhilk 
his Majestic and the said Assembly ordeinit to be keipit-in tyme 
comming; appoynting the actis of Parliament maid thairannent to 
" 


1 Omitted in Uniy. MS. 2 Ady. MSS. “ Kooke.” 
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be observit, inserting the very wordis of the act of Parliament in the 
ordinall of the Assemblie, and according thairto at the ending of the 
said Assemblie, appoyntit the nixt Generall Assemblie to be holden 
at Aberdeine the last Twysday of Jully, in this instant yeir 1604.’ 
“ Nevertheless, that day being now come and instant, we fand 
no appeirance of the keiping of the said Assemblie by the presens 
of the last Moderatour, nor Conventioune, nor meiting togither of 
Bretherine, Commissiouneris directit from Provinces or Presbyte- 
ries, to the gryt displesoure and greiff of our heartis, namely, in sua 
necessare and sua neidfull a tyme, quhen messes are breking forth 
in diverse pairtis, and sume of the burghis of the realme, Kirks and 
Congregatiounes lyis pitifully unplantit, a cairles cauldnes in all 
estaitis, namely in the Ministrie it selff, and Atheisme, with all kynd 
of vyce overflowing the face of the land: Thairfoir, we, Mrs James 
Melvill, Wiliame Erskine, and Williame Murray, Commissioneris 
apoyntit and sent hither by the Presbyterie of Saint Androis, haiff- 
ing preceisely keipit the day sett for the Generall Assemblie, and 
attendit on in the Kirk of Aberdeine all the foir noone, without 
meetting of ony Commissioneris from uthir Provinces or Presbyte- 
ries since we came; and sieing we can do no more, hes thoucht it 
our most necessar duetie, befoir God and his angellis, and yow that 
ar present, to tak documentis and mak protestatioune: Lykas, in 
the handis of yow notaris publict we tak actis, documentis, and in- 
strumentis, that we, abovenamit, ar heir present, directit in commis- 
sioune from our said Presbyterie of Saint Androis, for keiping of 
the said appoyntit Generall Assemblie on this day and at this place ; 
so that this same defect hes not, so much as lyes in us, but may 
hold and keipe according to the Word of God, constitutiounes and 
continuall customes of the Kirk, the lawes of the realme, and the 
appoyntment of the Generall Assembly last holden, the Kingis Ma- 
jestie being present thairat, and voiting first to the samen: And 
we doe protest, befoir God, that quhatsoevir skaith, hurt, damnage, 
or entres,! the Kirk and Kingdome of Jesus Christ within the réalme, 
- 


1 Interest. 


564 THE CONTINUATION OF 1604. 


in the priviledgis, liberties, or friedomes, or utherwayis in the gene- 
rall or particular estait thairoff, sall happine to incurre or susteine, 
by the oversycht, negligence, and slipping of the said appoyntit 
Assemblie, it be not imputed to us and our said Presbyterie of 
Saint Androis: Protesting also, expressly, that the samyne (iff any 
be) may be amendit and redressit by remeid of the Word of God, 
lawis of the realme, actis and constitutiounes of our Kirk, and auld 
libertie and friedome thairoff in sic tyme and place as God sall think 
expedient. 

“ Thus, protesting and procureing’most'earnestlie' and;solemnely 
for the weill, priviledgis, and libertie of the said Kirk and King- 
dome of Jesus Christ estaiblischit in this realme, movit and steirit 
up thairto for no uther caus (as God is Judge) but that we may 
doe and dischairge a most necessar deutie for the glorie of Christ, 
saftie of his Kirk, and the ease and releiff of our consciences in the 
gryt day of his glorious appeirance, to call us, to ane op of our 
ministerie and dispensatioune concredit? to us. 


(Sie subscribitur) “Mr James MELVILL. 
“ WittiaAmM Murray. 
‘WILLIAM ERSKINE. 


“¢Quhilk Commissioune and Protestatioune being red and presentit, 
as said is, the said Mr James Melvill, William Erskine, and Wil- 
liam Morray, maid their Protestatiounes conforme thairto, and tuik 
documentis and instrumentis thairupone in the handis of us conno- 
taris publict, undirsubscryveand, day, monethe, yeir, and place foir- 
said, and befoir the witneses above mentionit, witnessing thais our 
subscriptiounes manuellis. 

“6 [ta est, Mr THomas NICOLSOUNE, scriba constitutus communis 
Burgi de Aberdeine, Notarius Publicus, ac testis ad premissa re-— 
quisitus et rogatus ; testan. hac mea subscriptione manuali. 


“Ita est, WALTERUS ROBERTSONE, scriba constitutus Burgi de 
eR 


' Ady. MSS. “instantly.” ? Entrusted. 
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Abirdiene, Connotarius Publicus, ad premissa specialiter rogatus 
et requisitus ; testun. hic mets signo et subscriptione manualibus. 

“ Ita est, Davip Mar,’ Connotarius, in premissa rogatus et requi- 
sttus ; teste mea hac subscriptione manuali.” 


The guid Breitherine of the North, siemg Saint Androis to haiff 
such a cair of the Generall Assemblie, quhairoff thai had bein cair- 
les, condemned thair awin negligence, and did tak advyce to di- 
rect Lettres and Commissioneris from thair nixt Synod to be 
holdine at Abirdeine in the moneth of August, to all the Provinces 
of the realme, requeisting that a certaine number directit from 
every ane of thame aucht to be present at the Synod of Fyff, to 
be keipit in St Androis in the moneth of September, quhair thai 
mycht expoune their Grivances, namely, annent the Earle of 
‘Huntly, quho vexed thame with his proud Poperie, and to crave all 
concurrance for a Generall Assemblie. 

Be this occasioune, the Synod wes keipit verie frequently? at Saint 
Androis. Thair wes a gryt numbir of gentillmen and many Com- 
missioneris of diverse Provinces, namely, be-south and west. The 
doctrine wes upon Appostasie, the xxix. of Deut.; quhilk God blissit 
with gryt power and moveing of the heartis of all. hair wes the 
Laird of Lauristoune, the King’s Commissiouner, quho being in- 
formit that we meineit to keep ane Generall Assemblie, had Let- 
tres in reddines from the Councill to dischairge our meitting ; but 
quhen he heard the occasioune expouned be our Breitherine of Abir- 
deine, and saw all our proceidingis in ane ordinar and quyet forme, 
he approvit all. Att this Synod the questioune wes movit, * Quhither 
the Generall Assemblie mycht be haldine* without craiving and 
obteineing the King’s leive? It wes found, by guid reassouneing, 
that it mycht; for, besyd the warrand of Christ, the onlie King of 
the Kirk, quhilk is sufficient and great aneugh, we haiff a law for 
it, quhilk the King himselff, in a Generall Assemblie at Dundie, 
acknawledgit to be the most autentik forme of license and consent 

1 Ady. MSS. “ Mure.” 2 Crowdedly, great numbers attending it, 
3 Ady. MSS. “reasoned.” 4 Tb, * conveen.” 
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that a King could give, et <d_possumus quod de jure possimus : 'Thair- 
foir, we sould not dout of it, bot even as Shereffis and Barrounes 
keepis thair Courtis upoun warrandis, and giftis, and infeftmentis, 
somay we. Bot the Kingis Commissiouner, granting that so it 
mycht be, counsellit us rather to attend his Majestie’s license and 
guid will; for utherwayis it wald mak a sturr, and the Counsell by 
Lettres wald dischairge it: We sould doe weill to mak warneing 
from this Synod and the rest of the Provinces to direct thair Com- 
missiouneris to meitt with such as this Assemblie sould appoynt, at 
Perth, in October following, quhair also he sould caus the Com- 
missiouneris of the Generall Assemblie to be present with himself, 
and quhat wes thought most meitt concerning a Generall Assem- 
blie, or any uther thing, then he sould cary it to the King, and re- 
ture a guid answer. Quhilk advyce being followit, and the Com- 
missiouneris being nominat, the Assemblie dissolvit. 

The dyat set at Perth, in the moneth of October, wes very fre- 
quently keipit, quhair the Kingis Commissiouner declairet the caus 
of thair meiting, and desyrit all the Commissiouneris from Provinces 
to meitt togidder by thameselves, to advyse on Articles and Peti- 
tiounes to be sent be him to the King, for he wes presently on his 
journay towardis his Majestie; and he, with the Commissiouneris 
of the Generall Assemblie, would advys alon in the lyk maner. So 
we rose from thame, and went togider to a place off the Kirk by 
our selvis, quhair, chuseing a Moderator, the Breither that come 
from all pairtis and Provinces of the land, with gryt gladnes and 
contentment of mynd, spent the foirnoone; every man orderly and 
at length utterimg their Grivances, and laying thame opin in plaine 
termes to their Britherine, regrating hevilie the decaying estait of 
the Kirk, the restraineing of the fridome thairof, the usurpatioune 
of the Commissiouneris of the Generall Assemblie, in taking upone 
thame the haill reulling and government of the Kirk, and gryt and 
manifold inconveniences falling out daylie in all Provinces thairby, 
namlie for the wanting of a frie and Generall Assemblie ; adding 
also, in end, thair judgmentis and advyces, how thaise things mycht 
be mendit, and further hurt and mischeiff mycht be preventit; so 


24 


1604. MR JAMES MELVILL’S DIARY. 567 


that evirie man thought thai wer begining of new to tast againe of 
the sueiteness of the auld fridomes thairof, and joyfull meiting to- 
gidder of the Breitherine for Chrystis honour and thair mutuall con- 
fort. Bot, how sone as the knawledge heiroff come to the Com- 
missiouneris, (as it come incontinent be sume that went out from 
amongst us, bot wer not of us,) we haiff not leive to meit againe 
and proceid at eftirnoone ; but it behovit us, of need force, either 
to sit togidder with him, and advyse on matteres in commoune, 
or then to be dischairgit. Many guid Breitherine wald haiff con- 
tinowit and mett again togidder at eftirnoone, but the grytest pairt 
left us; and we being desyrit to continow togidder with thame, 
wald seime to be singular, and be auctoris of a schisme, but come 
and sat doun with thame, quhair we enterit in a very peice off free 
conferrence about the male-contentment of Breither. 

“We did schaw plainly thair wes amongis us mony more, two 
causses in speciall, that grivit us ; only that the Commissiouneris last 
chosine be the Generall Assemblie, or rathir a very few of that 
numbir, arrogatis to thame the haill governement of the Kirk and 
power of the Generall Assemblie. They did and undid in the name 
thairof quhat thai list ; sa thai maide the compend to abolische the 
haill gryt work [and power of the Generall Assemblie,"] and re- 
dactit? the Kirk to ane oligarchie, and wald not leiff off thair com- 
missioune, nochtwithstanding the tyme thairoff, being bot to the nixt 
Generall Assemblie, wes expyrit: The uthir wes, that we saw thais 
new-nameit Bischoppis growne up. fellounlie and ambitiouslie to tak 
it on thame in Parliament, reassouneing and voiting thairin without 
any commissioune from the Kirk, to the gryt schame of the Kirk in 
hir estimatioune, and hurt of hir patrimony. 

Thair answer to the first wes, thai undirstud that thair Commis- 
sioune wes to continew till the holding of the nixt Generall Assem- 
blie, quhilk keipit not at Aberdeine ; and it wes not so meikle thair 
desyre to remaine commissioneris, for thai wer wearie of the office, 
as because the King would acknawledge no uthir to deall with him 


t Not in the Univ. MS. 2 Reduced, Lat. redactus. 
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bot them, and that we wald finde iff we attemptit any thing with- 
out them. 

To the nixt annent the Bischoppis, if thai had done any thing 
contrair to the Cautiounes and Ordinances of the Generall Assem- 
blie, thai sould find all the Commissiouneris alse sair! censureris as 
any of us; upon the quhilk poynt thai contendit not to heir the 
Moderator, Mr Patrik Galloway, to speik verie zealously and lairge- 
lie; bot evirie ane of the Commissiouneris and Bisschoppis thair 
present spak thair tyme about, and thair stryving quha mycht be 
most zealous and preceis againes the Bisschoppis as breking off the 
Cautiounes. Many thingis wer replyit, bot specially againes the 
second; that thair wes never one jote of the Cautiounes keipit, 
eithir in the entrie or behaviour of thais Bisschoppis, as it wes evi- 
dent to men that had desertit thair flockis, and left thair ministrie 
to goe posting to Court, and come home Lord Bisschoppis againe, 
as Mr Johne Spotiswood, Mr Alexander Forbes, and utheris had 
done. All quhilk we were ready? presentlie to verify, and all the 
quhilk we wer desyrit to reserve to the Generall Assemblie; 
quhairat, iff we gat not concurrance, as every ane had thair pro- 
fessit and promissit, thai sould nevir be estemit as Britherine. 
Quhairunto this wes answerit, that all wes remittit to the nixt 
Generall Assemblie; and by them that feirit controlment, that wes 
moyened at the hand of the Court to be driftit and delayit till cus- 
tome had corroborat corruptiounes, and meinis maid evin among the 
Ministeres for thair upsetting and standing betwixt thame and 
Christ, be it quhen he sould come and call all to ane accompt. 

In end, thair wes four Petitiounes aggriet upon to be sent and 
directit to the Kingis Majestie, with his Heines’ Commissiouner, 
quho promisit fidelitie thairannent : 

First, craiffing a Generall Assemblie to be keipit without his 
Majestie’s offence, according to the actis of the Parliament, and cus- 
tome of the Kirk. 

That order mycht be takin with the Papistis, and contemneris of 
the Kirkis discipline and censures. 


! Severe. 2 Adv. MSS. “ undertook.” 
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That the godlie and ffaithfull Britherine in England, vexit with 
Bischoppis, mycht find favour with his Majestie, and be reponit to 
thair offices and livingis. 

Annent the Platt, and helping of their Britherine quho had bein 
enormly hurt at the last modificatioune, namely, in the Priorie of 
Sanct Androis. 

No further that yeir, bot of a strange meteor, quhilk wes hard and 
sein in the aire, the seventh day of December. About ane houre 
befoir the sone rose, the moone schyneing cleir tuo dayis befoir the 
chainge, in ane calme and pleasant morneing, thair wes at ane in- 
stant sein gryt inflamatiounes of fyre-flauchtis’ in the Eisterne 
hemisphere, and suddentlie thaireftir thair wes hard a gryt crack, 
as of a gryt cannoun, and sensibilie markit a gryt glob or bullat, 
fyrrie-cullorit, with a mychtie quhissilling noyse, flieing from the 
north-eist to the south-west, quhilk left behind it a blew traine and 
draught in the air, most lyk ane serpent in mony faulds and linkit 
wimples; the head quhairof breathing out flames and smooke, as it 
wald directlie invaid the moone, and swallowit hir up; but immedi- 

_atlie the sone ryseing, faire and pleasant, abolischit all. The crack 
wes hard of all, alseweill within as without the house; and sic as 
wer without, in the tyme, or hastilie ran out to see, did verie sensi- 
billy sie and markit the rest above rehearsit. Heir wes a subject for 
Poyetis and Prophettis to play upoun, as wes also the strange comett 
so much discoursit upoun and written on, togidder with the starr 
that appeirit and cleirly schynit aboune Edinbruche, hard on by the 
sonne, at ten hours, elevin hours, and at twelve and ane of the clock, 
in the middel day; prognosticatting, undoutidlie, strang. alter- 


atiounes and changes in the world, namely under our climat. Bar- « 


tholomeus, Kelermannus, the learned Dantiscane philosopher, in his 
extraordinarie Disputatiounes of his Naturall Philosophie, did tak 
it for ane undoutit comet out of Petrus Crugorius’ Observatiounes 
of the most lairnit Astrologianis, namely, that nobill 'Ticho Brache, 
Thaddeus Hagatius, Paulus Fabricius, Hastarchus, Honstelius, 


! Flashes of lightning. 
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Consul Augustinus, Mestelenus Briumas, Minotius, Valerius Pra- 
tensis, and a gryt number moe, concerneing the strangnes and 
eventis from thair workis; namely, the said Ticho Brache, in his 
Astronomicall Excercitatiounes, and Kelermannus, Dialepsis againes 
thame. 


M.DC.V. 

In the monethe of Merch, anno 1605, Mr Johne Forbes, ane 
faithfull brother [and] godlie Minister in the North, by Commis- 
sioune of his Brethir of the Synodis of Abirdeine and Murray, and 
advyce of the Secreit Counsel, past to the King, and wes verie weill 
acceptit of his Majestie, and wes sent backe with diligence, carieing 
lettres and credit againes the Erle of Huntlie and all Papistis; with 
certificatioune of the King’s constancie in that Religioune he wes 
brought upe into, and concerneing the order of the Kirk; that his 
Hienes wes not myndit to alter ony thing thairin ; but that his 
Majestie’s will and plesoure wes, that the acts of Parliament and 
constitutiounes of the Generall Assemblie, namelie, quhairat he wes 
present, sould be keipit ; and that his Majestie commandit the said 
Mr Johne to utter it to all the Britherine of the Ministrie, as his 
manifest will wes to doe soe; the quhilk Mr John did faithfullie. 
Now, the great Commissiouner, Lawristoune, with the Commis- 
siouneris of the Generall Assemblie, had writtine to all the Presby- 
teries for keiping of the Generall Assemblie at Abirdeine the second 
of July; annent the keiping quhairoff great troubill and disputa- 
tioune fell out, as at length the following exemple and most true 
Narratioune sall particularly informe the reider : 


A TRUE NARRATION OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY AT 
ABERDEEN, IN JULY 1605. 


“« At Aberdeene, the seconde day of July 1605: The quhilk 
day, diverse and sindrie Britherine from diverse and sindrie places 
and Provinces of the land, instructit with sufficient Commissiounes 
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from thair Presbyteries to reassoune, voit, and conclud in the Ge- 
nerall Assemblie, appoyntit be his Majestie’s Commissiouner, [and 
Commissiouneris of the Generall Assemblie directit from Perth, 
the 4 of July 1604, subscryvit with his Majestie’s Commissiouner,' | 
the Lairde of Lawristoune, Mr Patrik Gallaway, Moderator of the 
last Generall Assemblie holdine at Halirudhous, and Richard 
Thomsoune, as Clerk to the Commissiouneris, to be and begine att 
Abirdeine the first Twysday of July 1605, iff by sooner advertis- 
ment, it can nocht, being lawfullie assemblit upoun the said warrand 
and directioun, according to the Word of God, lawis of the coun- 
trie, nature and continuall custome of the Kirk of God, eftir incall- 
ing? on the name of God be Mr Donald Rob[ertsoune,’] in absence of 
the lait Moderator, Mr Patrik Gallaway, Mr Robert Durie, Johne 
Muray,‘ Johne Forbes, being ‘put on the leitt, with uniforme con- 
sent, Mr Johne Forbes wes chosine Moderator, his Majestie’s Com- 
missiouner haveing first nominat the said Mr Johnne to be mouthe 
to the rest; and Mr Johne Scharpe, in abscence of Mr Thomas 
Nicolsoune, with consent of the haill Britherine, wes nominat and 
chosine Clerk. 

“The same day, his Majestie’s Commissiouner, haiffing first by 
word declairit and oppinit the desyre of his Majestie’s Secreit Coun- 
sel, concerneing the said meitting, did give in ane Lettre direct 
from the saidis Lordis of his Majestie’s Counsel to the Britherine of 
the said Ministerie conveinit at the said Assemblie; the effect quhair- 
off wes, to desist from the keipeing of the Assemblie, and to suffer 
that meitting to desert. Quhilk Lettre, and desyre conteinit thairm, 
with the suit and desyre of his Majestie’s Commissiouner agrieing 
thairwith, being ryplie considerit by the said Assemblie, and haifi- 
ing weyeit® the weightiness off the effairis to be thairin treatit, and 
rarenes® of thair awin number, diverse of the Commissiouners be- 
ing stayed be the tempest of wethir, and willing then, as at all tymes, 
to wittnes thair willingnes they carriet to satisfie the Kingis Ma- 


1 Omitted in Univ. MS. 2 Invocation. 3 Adv. MSS. ‘ David Wait.” 
4 Tb. “ Monroe.” 5 Weighed. 6 Fewness, smallness, 
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jestie and Lordis of his Hienes’ Secreit Counsel, in all thair reas- 
sounabill desyris, insomuch as mycht stand with the Word of God 
and testimonie of a guid conscience, thought meitt and expe- 
dient to continow the intreating of the effaires perteining to the 
said Assemblie to the last Twysday of Septembir following ; and to 
dissolve for the present, according to the said suite and desyre of 
the Councill and Commissioners. Befoir the quhilk ordinance, his 
Majestie’s Commissiouner maid protestatioune, that from the be- 
ginning he did not acknawledge that present meitting to be a law- 
full Assemblie, in respect of the absence of the last Moderator and 
Clerk ordinare. The Moderator, in name of the Britherine, protes- 
tit againe, that the said meitting now wes, and behoved to be, ane 
lawfull Assemblie, in respect of the warrand of thair meitting alled- 
git. Quhairwith the Commissiouner, not being contentit, causit a 
messenger, thair present, with letteris to chairge the Britherine 
thair assemblit to depairt, and suffir that meitting to desert, undir 
the paine of horneing. 

“ The Kingis Lettres being red and considerit, the Moderator 
and Britherine immediatlie yeilding obedience, callit on the name 
of God, and dissolvit the Assemblie, taking documentis and actis 
in the handis of the said messenger, who was also a notar publict, 
nameit Johne Wischart, of thair present readie obedience ; and be- 
caus the said Johne refusit the benefit of his office in that pairt, the 
Moderator, togidder with the haill Britherine assemblit, depairtit 
out of the Kirk and place quhair thai satt, and went streight to 
the Commoune Clerkis chalmer of the Towne of Aberdein, at halff 
ane hour to four eftir noone, and thair tuik documentis and instru- 
mentis in the handis of Mr Thomas Nicolsoune ; the tennour quhairof 
followis : 

“<¢ At Abirdeine, the 2d of July 1605, in the Commoune Clerk 
his wrytting chalmer of the burght of Aberdein, at half houre to 
four eftir noone, or thairby : In presens of us, connotaris publict and 
witnesses undirwritten, compeirit personally the Commissiouneris 
of the Ministerie of this realme eftir following: Thai ar to say, 
Mr Robert Durie, Minister at Anstruther, Mr Andro Duncan, Mini- 
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ster at Carraill, Mr Johne Scharpe, Minister at Kilreny,! Mr Alex- 
ander Strachane, Minister at Raith,? Mr Johne Forbes, Minister at 
Ford,’ Mr Alexander Forbes, Minister at Buittorhulk,t Mr James 
Irving, Minister at Touch, Mr Robert Youngstoune, Minister at 
Clatt, Mr Robert Reid, Minister at Banchrie Trinitie, Mr Charles 
Ferme, Minister at Fraserburght, Mr William Davidsoune, Mini- 
ster at Ruthwen,? Mr David Robertsoune, Minister at Kinglatt, 
Mr Johne Mountro,® Minister at Taine, Mr Archibald Blackburne, 
Minister at Abirdein, Mr James Ross, Minister thair, Mr Johne 
Roucht,’ Minister at Nig, and alledgit that thai being conveinit in 
the Sessioun-house of the Kirk of this burght of Abirdein this day, 
as the appoyntit tyme and place for holding of the Generall Assem- 
blie of the Ministerie of this realme, thai wer chairgit be Johnne 
Wischart, messenger, by virtue of his Majestie’s Lettres givin be 
act of his Hienes Secret Counsel, of the dait at Edinbruche, the 
twentie day of Junij* last bypast, within the space of ane quarter of 
ane hour since, that thai sould suffir the Assemblie to desert, and 
to repair everie one to thair awin dwelling places and chairge ; and 
that thai m nowayis presume or take upoun hand to convein or as- 
semble thame selves in ony place, for keipeing of the said Assembly, 
undir the paine of horneing; as the coppie of the saidis Lettres, 
quhilk thai schew to us, connotaris publict and witnesses undirwrit- 
tin, subscryvit, as appeirit to said Johne Wisschart, messenger, 
proportis: And that, for obedience to the command and chairge 
of the said Lettres, the Ministerie, eftir the giveing of the said 
chairge, dissolvit without any further actioun, and come immediat- 
lie furth of the said Sessioune-house and Kirk, to tak notis and in- 
strumentis of their obedience, to the command of the said Lettres 
and dissolveing of the said Assembly, in the hands of us, connottaris 
undir subscryvand; and heirupoun thai tuik instrumentis at the 
gaidis Commoun Clerkis chalmer at the west end of the towne of 
Abirdein, at the most publict place, day, moneth, hour, yeir, and 


1 Blotted in Univ. MS. The Ady.MSS. read “ Kirkman.” 2 Ib. “ Careith.” 
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place foirsaid ; befoir thir wittnesses, Mr Alexander Forbes of Fin- 
gas,' David Ronaldsoune in Tullidaff, Mathew Donaldsoune, Johne 
Ker, Baxtar, Alexander Thomsoun, Skinner, Burges of Aberdeine, 
with George Speir, servitour to the said Mr Johne Forbes, and 
Thomas Forbes, sone to Thomas Forbes, elder, burges of Abir- 
deine. 

“¢ Tta est, Mr THomas NicotsounE, Notarius Publicus, scriba 

communis Burgi de Abredonia, ad premissa requisitus. 

“¢¢ Tta est, WALTERUS ROBERTSOUNE, seriba substitutus. 

(Ste subscribitur) “‘ Mr Joune Scuarre, Clerk of the Assemblie.’ 


“Upon the Fryday thaireftir, being the fyft? of July, a numbir 
of Britherine, directit from all pairtis and Provinces of the realme, 
in Commissioune to the said Assemblie, come to Abirdene, hindrith 
pairtlie by evill wether, and spaits of watteris, and pairtlie by mis- 
taiking of the day directit by the Commissiouneris lettres sent to 
thair Presbyteries beiring the fyft day of July; quho, quhen thai 
had undirstanding and considerit the doeing of thair Britherine, 
quha keipit the second day, thai did confirme and approve the samyn, 
directing thair proceidings to Edinbruche, with all diligence to 
the Secreit Counsel. 

“ The Kingis Commissiouner, Lauristoune, returneing from 
Abirdein to the Secreit Counsel, quhither movit with the spirit of 
lies and falschood, or intysit and corruptit publictly*® to tak occa- 
sioun of this accident to undoe the Generall Assemblie and the 
haill liberties of the Kirk, God knowis; but certainly he did report 
ane false and deidly lie, to witt, that he had dischairgit the Brei- 
therine to meitt on that day befoir the Assemblie, and that by 
oppin proclamatioun at the mercat-cross of Abirdein, and notwith- 
standing thairoff, in manifest contempt of the Kingis Majestie’s auc- 
toritie, thai had keipit the Assemblie; yit, nevirtheles of this 
schameles lie, for verificatioun thairof he wes not abill to produce 
ane man in all the toune of Aberdein. The Counsel ordaines, first, 


1 Ady. MSS. “ Tagastar.” 2 Ib. “ Fourt.” 3 Tb. ‘ politickly.” 
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all the Britherin that conveinit thair to be denunceit rebellis and 
put to the horne; but perceiving that wald want the grund of law- 
full chairgeing, and heiring that Mr Johne Forbes, the Moderator, 
and Mr Johne Welsche, Minister at Aire, wer in Edinbruche, 
quhair the Counsel did sitt, thai usit the occasioun, and warnit 
thame by a messenger to compeire befoir the Counsel; quhair, eftir 
certaine interrogatoris, notwithstanding thair answers were most 
pertinent and cleire, according to the truth of thair proceidings, as 
is befoir rehersit, that thai schewed thame, it wes the Kingis will 
that thai sould be wardit in the Castell of Blacknes till his Majes- 
tie’s directioune. 

“The Counsel was betymes conveinit in the morneing, betuixt 
sex and sevin a clock; and so lyk that of the Scribes and Pharisies 
that condemnit Christ, consisting of a few Court Lordis and sum 
Ministeres, to schaw the oppositioune of the Nobilitie, quha con- 
veineing at the ordinare houre of Counsel, reassounit honnestlie for 
the Britherine of the Assemblie of Aberdeen. 

“Thus, Mr Johne Forbes, and Mr Johne Welsche, eftir thai had 
bein keipit in the Castell of Edinburgh one night, wes transportit 

 thairfra to the dungeoune of Blacknes; quhairintill thai wer res- 
savit, and none suffirit to cum unto thame for thair confort. On 
Friday, the 27 of July, the rest wer ordainit to be summoned with 
lettres to compeir at Edinbruche the first day of August. 

“The foure Commissiouneris of Fyfe, Maisters Robert Durie, 
Andro Duncan, Johne Scharpe, [and Alexander Strauchane,"] who 
came to sie what was done at Edinbruche, [compeiring befoir the 
Counsel, and standing honnestlie to that quhilk wes done in Abir- 
deine,?] were incontinent careit away from Edinbruche to the 
Blacknes to comfort their Breitherine, and were not twenty-four 
houris thairin, quhen, evin on the morrow, the plague of pestilence 
brak up in the towne of Edinbruche, Leith, and St Androis, and 
diverse uthir pairtis of the land, a verie feirfull thing; and, with 
the first, the Lord Chancelleris awin house infectit in Edinbruche, 
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and betain' with the penalty pronunced be Josua upon the building 
up of Jericho; for his eldest and only sonne died, and a young 
damosell, his neice, so that he wes compellit to dissolve his familie, 
and to goe with his wiff alone, as in hermitage, with gryt feir of 
the death of his daughter also, on quhom the byles brak furth. 
This was markit? and talkit of be the peiple.? 

“ About this same tyme, Sir George Home’s sonne,* of the house 
of Manderstoune, wes advancit to gryt honnour, being first maid 
Lord of Barwick, and syne Erle of Dumbar, and thairwith imployit 
Gryt Commissiouner from his Majestie to governe all Scotland, 
Kirk, and Commounweill; to quhom certaine of the Ministerie, of © 
his guid acquaintance, did wrytt as followis : 


[LETTER TO THE EARL OF DUNBAR. | 


“¢ Unto your Honnour, our duetie humblie rememberit in the 
Lord, pleas that, undirstanding that your cuming in the contray 
with high honouris and ample Commissioun, we would faine haiff 
salutit your Lordschip in presens, and congratulat your Lord- 
schipis advancement to sic honor and wealth, as becam us; but be- 
ing debarritt be seiknes and uthir impedimentis, we haiff takin 
boldnes to doe the same by this schort Lettre, quhilk we pray your 
honor to tak in gud pairt, as the humble servantis of God. We 
wald hold you in remembrance, that sic preferment comis not from 
the est nor from the west, as sayis the Psalmist, but from God, 
quha exaltis and dejectis at his plesour, and quho will honour them 
quha will honor him. Thairfoir, for your Lordschipis stabilitie in 
honour, we wald recomend to yow earnestlie the Kirk of Jesus 
Christ within this realme, that it may injoye the sinceritie of the 
Gospel, and rycht governement and discipline prescryvit thairin, as 
it hes bein constitut, and be the Kingis Majestie’s awin lawes esta- 
bilischit in the Northerne kingdome of his Gryt Britanne. We are 


1 Overtaken. 2 Ady. MSS. “ marvelled.” 3 Ib. “ of all the Brether.” 
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put in sum feir be the plottis and attemptis of your new and young 
Bisschoppis, quho, without all order of the Kirk, ethir old or new, 
intruse' thame selves in thais rooms, quhilk his Majestie sett doun 
in ane Generall Assemblie, holdine at Montrose, be the Commis- 
siouneris for the Kirk at his Hees’ Parliament, taking thair in- 
structiounes and directiounes from the Generall Assemblie; the 
quhilk cautiounes, notwithstanding, if thai sall keipe and observe, 
we look for nothing but guid peice and quietnes among us; quhair- 
unto we sie the haill Ministerie marvelouslie inclyne since his Ma- 
jestie’s last directioune at the éntrie of his Heines progresse to- 
wardis the South. 

“¢ But if thais Bisschoppis breick the cautiounes, and preas lordly 
to tyranise owir the Britherine and the Kirk of Jesus Christ, thai 
wilbe the brekeris of the peice of Jesus Christ and his Kirk, and 
quyetnes of his Majestie’s subjectis, sore againes our will and heart. 
The men are bot yong, and easily puft up with the auctoritie and 
countinence of so wyse and mychtie a King; but we know thame 
weill eneughe that they have been under the rod of our correctioun 
and discipline boith in the scoolis and Kirk. We cannot, with 
patience, sie thame misken God, his Kirk, and thame selves, with- 
out putting order thairto, be the power that Chryst hes givin us, 
according to our calling ; the boundis quhairof, by Godis grace, we 
sall nowayis passe. But your Lordschipis gryt wisdome and knaw- 
ledge of the estait of this countrie may easilie tak upe quhair that 
may breid, to witt, iff possibill, it may be that his Majestie’s cle- 
mencie may be expugnant by thair importunity, thai will procure 
his Majestie’s wraith and indignatioune upoun us, quhilk, iff thai 
obtein, we man resolve patientlie and constantlie to suffir; bot 
what may ensue thairupoun manifest exemples of our lait aige may 
cleirly declair. 

“ ¢ Your Lordschip knawis best of our pure approveing fidelitie 
and loyaltie to his Majestie in all thingis, and how compleseing we 
haife bein in all matteris, saiff this poynt, allenerlie,’ that tuiches 
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our conscience and duetie to the King of kingis, the Lord Jesus 
Chryst, to quhom quhosoevir is unfaithfull, or unfaithfull in thair 
ministerie, sall nevir prove faithfull nor stabill to men. We doe 
abyd the samen men quho will give place to no Bisschope of thame 
all in loyalty, honour, reverence, obedience, or ony sort of duetie to 
his maist excellent Majestic, and doeing of all guid offices in our call- 
ings for preservatioune of his Majestie’s most royall estait and per- 
soun in suretie, peace, and in the favour of God and all guid men, 
the only sure foundatioune of sic majestick and magnifick a building: 
Bot in this opinioun we will die, (and so, we ar assurit, will the 
best, yea, evin the greattest pairt of the Ministerie of the Kirk of 
Scotland,) that to suffir the tyrannie of Bisschoppis to come within 
our Kirk of new againe, is to committ hight treassoune against 
Christ and the King; and, thairfoir, must oppoune ourselves thairto 
to the uttirmost of our lyffis, yea, think our lyves most honorabillie 
bestowit, if God will honour us so meikle as to suffir thairfoir, evin 
to the losse of our lyvis, being assurit that so we sall gaine our 
saullis and lyvis to lyff for evir. 

“¢ Thairfoir, as we haiff evir knawin your Lordschip weill and 
cairfullie affectit to the Kirk, for his Majestie’s quiet estait and 
peaceabill reigne, we most humbilly beseik your Lordschip to im- 
ploy your Lordschipe’s gryt credit, for staying the ambitious follie 
of thais men, that it disturbe not the piceabill, most quyet, and obe- 
dient estait of the realme; and iff it fall out any utherwayis, (as 
God forbid,) we tak your Lordschip to wittnes be thir our present 
lettres, that we ar wytles,’ being of purpose to doe no moire for 
Christ and his Kirk establischit within this realme nor? the purest 
subject thairin wald doe for ane cot-hous and a kail-yaird, quhairto 
he had guid rycht, and quhairin he wes in long and peaceabill pos- 
sessioun of the same; that is, to stand for the rycht, and doe for it 


his uttirmost. Thus doeing, as we dout not of your Lordschipe’s . 


approven guid-will, boith of old and of new, by that quhilk our 
Brothir, Mr Johne* Forbes, fand, being laitlie at Court, and hes 


! Free of wyte or blame. 2 Than. 7 Adv. MSS. “ Patrick.” 


1605. MR JAMES MELVILL’S DIARY. 579 


maid knawin to all the guid Britherine, your Lordschip sall undout- 
edlie procuire the blessing of God, the love of Chryst, the favour of 
all guid men,’ 

“ At the verie selff-same tyme, ane nobill, weill-affectit gentill 
man to the kingdome of Chryst, and of guid credit with the Earle 
of Dumbarr, wrote to him as followis : 


[LETTER BY A NOBLE, WELL-AFFECTED GENTLEMAN TO 
‘ THE EARL OF DUNBAR. | 


“¢ My Lord, haifeing the occasioun to meitt with sume speciall 
of the Ministerie, immediatly eftir my departoure from your Lord- 
schip, I fand that thai are abill to justifie thair docingis at the As- 
semblie at Aberdein, be sufficient warrand, thai being nevir dischair- 
git, directlie nor indirectlie, till all wes concludit; and feiring the 
misconstructing of thair matteris, and meittingis be the Bisschoppis, 
behavit thame selves in sic sort, that thai meddilit with no particu- 
laris whatsumevir; only electit the Moderator, callit the Rollis, 
and continowit the Assemblie till ane uthir dyat: Quhilk thingis, 
being indifferentlie considerit, thai (not dischairgit) wald seime 
most lawfullie to be done. ‘Thairfoir, seing thai haiff your Lord- 
schip in sic estimatioune amongis thame, as thair awin' patroune at 
the Kingis Majestie’s handis, let me be this bauld, most humblie to 
intreat your Lordschip at this tyme so to doe, that thai may find 
your Lordschipis favoure to continow with thame ; and to accept of 
the declaratioun of the truth of that matter without being prejud- 
git, and I will promise, in thair name, for so I haiff commissioun 
to wryt, that heireftir, iff your Lordschip wilbe plessit to reveil your 
Lordschipis mynd quhat way thai sall behaiff thameselves concerne- 
ing his Majestie, thai salbe reulit with your Lordschipe’s advyse in 
all thingis, so far as thai may, keipeing thair conscience saiff befoir 
God in all thair callingis. And for this effect, thai wald be glaid 
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that your Lordschip wald imploy sume one to quhom your Lord- 
schip will give credit in the contrary, and how far suche thingis, 
quha from tyme to tyme mycht accquant thame with your Lord- 
schipis mynd ; by the quhilk doeing, your Lordschip will not only 


haiff thame youris in goeing on your Lordschipis awin respectis, 


but lykwayis to the furtherance of quhatsumevir uther thing sall 
occur in the Kingis Majestie’s estait, in contentment, and your 
Lordschipis credit, quhairin none can doe so guid offices as they, 
haiffing the heartis of all the godly and honnest within the land. 

“<< Tff your Lordschip knew thair credit in the contray, and how 
far thai ar affectiouned to the Kingis Majestie’s obedience, and the 
quyetnes of the land, togidder with thair honnest and unifold?' 
meining in simplicitie in everie thing, as I doe, your Lordschip 
wald mervell how thai sould be so misconstructed as thai ar. The 
truth is indeid this, that in thais thingis quhilk concerned the liber- 
tie of the Kirk and discipline thairof, thai wilbe instant for the de- 
fence thairof, be all meines possibill, lawfullie, yea, even hazard of 
their lyves. Thairfoir, as I dout not, thai ar approvin to your Lord- 
schipis conscience to be the best sorte, it salbe ane honour to your 
Lordschip to take thair mentinence, althought for the present your 
Lordschip may not directlie nor yit indirectlie; and thairby your 
Lordschip sall conqueiss all the heartis of the honnest men in the 
land, and I am assurit that the Lord will recompense it with eter- 
nall blissing. Now, sieing thai ar your Lordschipis, for the present, 
loiss thame not, for thai ar worthie to be keipit; ane man may haiff 
the credit of thame as your Lordschip hes, and may haiff. Many 
utheris reassounes I mycht wryt, quhilk I refferr it to your Lord- 
schipis guid and wyse consideratioune; and sua, I bid your Lord- 
schip fairweill’ 


“‘Upoune the 25 of July thair wes publischit a Proclamatioune, 
being a narratione that a few Ministeris, not content to continow 


in the guid ordour quhairin the Kirk had florischit many yeiris, had 
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of lait, in a manifest contempt and misregard of the King, conveinit 
thameselves at Abirdein, and thair held ane Assemblie, and ap- 
poyntit a new Assemblie to be haldin the last Tuysday of Septem- 
ber nixt to come, without any lawfull warrand, power, or commis- 


-sioun for that effect ; thairfoir, commanding, chairging, and inhibit- 


ing the Proyeistis and Bailies of Abirdein, and of all burghes and 
villages, that thai suffir not Ministeres to come within thair boundis 
to that effect, the said day, nor eight dayes befow nor eftir the 
same ; and siclyk, all nobillmen, barrounes, and gentillmen, and all 
Burrowes, Presbyteries, and Sessiounes, magistratis, and inhabitantis 
of tounes, burchtis, and villages, that thai direct no Commissiouneris, 
nor repaire thameselves thairto; undir the paine of convocatioun 
of the King’s leidgies and horneing, &c. The first pairt of that 
proclamatioune wes remarkabill, that the King had givin so mony 
proofes and testimonies of his sinceritye in that Religioune quhairin 
he wes trainit upe, and quhairin he had given ane confessioun, and 
maid a constant professioune, that everie weill-affectit subject, and 
namelie the Ministeris, had maist just caus to expect assureitly that 
stedfast course to be still keipit by his Majestie; and this wes to 
tak away all suspitioune of alteratioune intended in the Kirk. 

“Upon the eight day of August, immediatly eftir following, wes 
publischit ane uther Proclamatioune, schawing the unlawfullnes of 
that Assemblie halden at Abirdeine ; and, thairfoir, dischairging all 
Synods, Presbyteries, and Sessiounes of Kirks, and Ministeres, from 
ratifieing and approveing of the samen, undir the paine to be re- 
putt! as guiltic as they ; also all nobillmen, barrounes, and gentil- 
men, burgesses, or uthiris, from heirmg of the samyn, athir pri- 
vatly or publictly approvin, undilating the samyn to the Seereit 
Counsell, and furnesching of wittnes for probatioune of the same, 
to the intent thai mycht be convictit and punischeit. 

“ The samyne moneth of August, again the Britherme committed 
to ward wer seitid? to compeire befoir the Counsel to answer to 
certaine Interrogatoris that come from Court; quhilk quhen thai 
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had done, thai wer committit againe to thair waird at Blacknes, and 
ordaineit to compeire befoir the Counsell at the toune of Perth, at 
such a day in the moneth of October following. In the meintyme, 
the Synod ordinar of Fyff being convenit in Innerkitheing, did de- 
liberat and reassoune in the matter as follows : 


[PROCEEDINGS OF THE SYNOD OF FIFE HELD AT INVERKEITHING, 
august 1605. ] 


“«¢ Wirst, they find it most necessar to haiff ane Generall Assem- 
blie without anie delay, without the quhilk the Kirk of Jesus Christ, 
within this realme establischit, could not remaine long frie and saiff, 
in respect of the insolencie of Papistis, grouthe of Atheisme, dis- 

-solutioune of maneris, and distractioun amongis the Pastors and 
Ministeris of the Kirk, quhilk in small proces of tyme mycht pro- 
ceid to ane horribill and feirfull schisme, to the uttir overthrow and 
subversioune of the sinceritie of the Gospell and libertie of the king- 
dome of Jesus Christ, so notably settelit and faithfully deliverit to 
the present office-beireris thairin by thair godly, wyse, learnit, and 
zealous predecessoris, and of the inuttirabill mercie and guidness of 
God. 

“¢ Nixt, becaus the last Synod of thair Province, haldine at 
Bruntyland in the moneth of April last bypast, thai had thought it 
most necessar, for the reassoune above specifeit, and diverse utheris 
ereat and weightie reassounes and causes moveing thame, that evirie 
Presbyterie within the Province sould elect thair Commissiouneris 
for the keipeing of the Generall Assemblie appoyntit by the King’s 
Commissioner, with the advyce of the Commissioners of the Gene- 
rall Assembly to be holdine at Abirdeine the first Tuysday of July 
last bypast, the Presbyteries thairof had done faithfull duety by 
directing thair Commissiouneris ; quhilk Commissiouneris had re- 
ported thair diligence in assisting with the Commissiouneris of uthir 
Presbyteries in fenseing the said Generall Assembly, day and place 
above mentionit, and continowance of the samyn, for the causses 
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contineit in the actis and documentis takin at Abirdein thairannent, 
unto the last Thursday of this present moneth of September: The 
quhilk doeing and diligence the said Presbyterie had allowit. 
“¢Thairfoir, this present Synod sould find it to be the most ne- 
cessar for the foirsaid causes, and for the keipeing the possessioun 
of our Generall Assemblies saif and frie, (quhilk, utherwayis, mycht 
be interruptit and brokin, and fall be prescriptioun of tyme,) that 
the said day sould be keipeit at Abirdein be the Commissiouneris 
of the Presbyteries: But, undirstanding that thair haid interveinit 
proclamatioune and edictis publischit in the Kingis Majestie’s 
name, by the quhilk the said Assemblie holdin at Aberdeine is con- 
demned as proceiding of contempt and rebellioun againes his Majes- 
tie, (the contrair quhairof the God of hevin, and guid men on earth 
knawis,) and the haill occasiounes and behaviour of the said Com- 
missiouneris of the Presbyteries evidently testifies; and, thairfoir, 
the said next Assemblie and meitting at Abirdein is dischairgit 
undir the paine of horneing, as at mair lenth is conteinit in the said 
proclamatioune, the said Synode fand thameselves brought in this 
strait, athir in omitting in keipeing of the said dyet at Abirdeine, 
and so losseing the possessioune of thair Generall Assemblie, or then 
of the incurring of the Kingis hight indignatioune and paines con- 
teinit in the said proclamatioune. The quhilk gryt strait and ex- 
treame difficultie, quhen they had long and most gravely reassonit 
upon and considerit, at diverse sessiounes, and eftir invocatioune 
most earnestlie for the lycht, wisdome, and directioune of God, in 
so weighty a matter and gryt perplexitie, sould resolve in end, for 
thair awin pairt, rather nor fall undir the handis of men, and undir 
their displeasure and danger of thair decries, then to omitt so ne- 
cessar a duetie, and to fall in the handis of God, quho is a consume- 
ing fyre, and in caise of ane evill conscience, quhilk is that con- 
tinowall byting! worme that never dies; and yet, feiring least that 
any danger, be over haistie or rasche docing of them, mycht come 
to the commoun estait of Godis Kirk, and so to the just offence of 
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the memberis thairof throughout this realme, and in other con- 
trayis also, assureing thamselves that thais proclamatiounes pro- 
ceidit not so meikle from his Majestie as from sinisterous informa- 
tiounes and evill-effectit persounes towardis the guid estait of the 
Kirk ; as also thinking it most meit, in a matter of extreame im- 
portance, to haiff the advyce and concurrance of the Britherine of 
uthir Provinces, for meining of the matter by humble Supplica- 
tiounes to his Majestie; not douting but his Majestie, being rychtly 
informit of all proceidingis, and sieing sic necessitie for a Generall 
Assemblie, and so greit reverence cariit towardis his Majestie’s 
obedience, but that his Majestie wilbe movit to grant to the re- 
queist of the Kirk: Thairfoir, the said Synod thought it meitt to 
prorogat the day appoyntit be the Britherine at Abirdein to the 
moneth of Maii nixt following, sieing that befoir that tyme, neithir 
the Kingis Majestie can be rychtlie informit in treating, and his 
Majestie’s answer gottine, neither yit the advyce and concurrance 
of the Presbyteries and uthir Provinces obteinit, ane Supplicatione 
in the meintyme wald be penned and sent to his Majestie with 
sume of the maist gracious Britherine from the Synod; lykas from 
the same Commissioners to all other Provinces nixt adjacent about, 
to haiff thair advyce, concurrance, and consent, alseweill to the said 
Supplicatioune as to the continouatioune of the day appoyntit for 
the nixt Generall Assemblie, that, if it be possibill, we neither 
tyne' the possessioune of our Generall Assemblie, nor incur his 
Majestie’s offence, nor any wayis prejudge or hurt the caus of 
Christ, the Britherine quhom he honouris with so godly and honnest 
both doeing and suffiring for the samyn ; but that we may be about, 

with all lawfull indevouris, to purches thair relive.? 

“<This being weill deliberat, faillit in that pairt effectuating 
concerneing that Supplicatioune and ‘sending to the King; pairtly 
for feir thai sould not be admittit to the Kingis Majestie’s presens, 
quho would ressave no informatioune of the matteris of the Kirk 
but from his Commissiouneris, pairtly throught distrust that it 


1 Lose. 2 Procure their relief, 
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could work anything but the hurt, boith of them that wer in pris- 
soun and uthiris: Allwayis, the knawledge thairoff, goeing athort} 
the Presbyteries, come to the King word by word; lykas, also, 
that quhilk wes with universall consent agriet upoun in that Synod 
at Fyff, that a Fast sould be keipit throughout all the haill Pro- 
vinces, on twa dayis solemnely, immediatly eftir the returne of 
evirie Minister to his flock, viz. wpoun the 15 and 22 dayes of that 
instant September ; the Causses quhairof wer agrieit upoun in the 
verie wordis following : 


[CAUSES OF THE FAST TO BE KEPT IN THE SYNOD OF FIFE. | 


“* First, The plague of pestilence so long continowing, and the 
litle estimatioune of the hand of God thairin. 

“< 2dly, Unseassonabill wether in the tyme of harvest. . 

“¢3dly, The distractioune of the Ministerie, and sume thairof 
seiking thair awin preferrement, contraire to the Word of God and 
constitutioune of our Kirk. 

‘¢¢ Athly, The restraint of Generall Assemblies, being sua neidfull 
in tyme of Atheisme and Papistrie growing. 

«1 5thly,| The imprissounement of Ministeris, and restraineing 
of thame from thair flockis at the tyme quhairin Godis judgmentis 
are brokine furth. 

“¢T 6thly,| The not knawing the day of our visitatioune, in thingis 
perteining to our awin peice, neither by the Sieris and Watchmen, 
nor be the peiple.’ 

“This deliberatioune and doeing of the Synod of Fyff, howbeit 
in gryt weaknes, yet goeing abroad, and coming to the knawledge 
of the Ministeris and their flockis athort this realme, maid monie to 
look neirer to the matter, and tak it moir to heart ; also the godly 
behavioure and zealous excerceis of prayer and preicheing of the 
Word, quhilk the imprissounit Britherine usit in all thair prissounes, 
Dumbartan, Stirlmg, Doun,? [and] Blacknes, movit the people 
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very muche, so that the Counsell thought it neidfull to direct 
lettres to evirie Presbyterie within the realme, schawing thair guid 
dispositioune to put the lawis in executioune againes the Papistis, 
and all insolent contemneris of Ministeris ; notwithstanding, thai 
wer to tak order with the few number that had factiously and se- 
ditiouslie offendit his Majestie’s command and directioun. The 
quhilk wes answerit and mett be ane Appologie givin out for the 
Britherin, taking! upe the matter. schortlie and pithilie in this sil- 
logisme following, the assertioun premittit : 


The guid and godly Britherine their caus is cleirit, to the conscience of 
all, by the force of this Syllogisme : 

“ ¢ Giff thai haiff assemblit and proceidit in thair Generall As- 
semblie haldin at Abirdein, the second day of July 1605, be the 
guid warrand of the Word of God, of the Lawis of the realme, of 
the Constitutiounes and continowall Practise of the Kirk of Scot- 
land, sin the first Reformatioune of the Religioune, and according 
to the Order and Discipline of the Kirk, subscryved and solemne- 
lie sworne to by the King, and Estaitis, and the Ministeris, and 
haill body of the Kirk and kingdome, &c., thai haiff done lawfullie, 
weill, and wysely; and so sould not be condemned and punischit, 
but honourit and rewardit : 

“ ¢ Bot so it is, that thai evin haiff so assemblit thameselvis, and 
proceidit in the truthe : 

“¢ Thairfore, thai haiff done lawfullie, weill, and wyselie; and so 
sould not be condemned and punischit, bot, by the contraire, honorit 
and rewardit.’ 

“ The warrandis of the Word of God, quhen he had deduceit by 
severall poyntis orderlie, and cleirlie, he concluded thus : 

“¢Ttis then manifest, of the Word of God, that Jesus Christ, to 
quhom all power in hevin and earth is givin, hes givin power to the - 
Pastouris and Elderis to meit togidder solemnelie with thair flockis 
and peiple, not only to Preiching his Evangell, and Publict Service 
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and W orschippeing, in Prayer and Administratioune of the Holy Sa- 
cramentis, but also to keipe Assemblies for reteineing of the samyn in 
sinceritie without corruptioune, and for conteineing boith Pastorisand 
peiple in thair Christiane duetie by the rod of Discipline : And this 
power is givin be Christ to his Pastores, no mortall sould restraine, 
violat, or imped any wayis; no King, Prince, nor Magistrat, much 
more being a Christiane Magistrat; but the more truelie and sin- 
eerely the Emperour, King, Prince, or Magistrat, professes Christ 
Jesus, the more willing, bent, and ardent sould he be in imploying 
the power and auctoritie that God hes givin him, to sie God glori- 
fied and obeyit in his Kirk, and so preserve and manteine haill and 
sound the priveledge and liberties of conveineing and assembling 
commandit by Jesus Christ unto the Pastoris and Elderis of the 
Kirk. The Lord Jesus Christ oppine the eyis of the King and his 
Consel to sie with quhom it is they have adoe, to wit, even with 
the Lord Jesus, and not with poor, simple men, quhom they per- 
sewe; and also, quhat thai ar doeing in this caus, for by the last 
proclamatioune givin out againes the Assemblies and meittinges of 
the Ministeres, thai being the best servandis of Christ, and the 
maist duetifull subjectis to the King, to that extreamitie of The 
Thrie Childrein and Daniel, that is, either to transgresse againes 
God, or to be cassin in the fyrie fornace or lyounes denn; and so 
that is maist perteinent to this purpose, quhilk Eusebius, in his first 
book of the Lyff of Constantine, wrytis of Licinus the tyrant, as 
the Latine interpreter translaitit it: Uvtilitas et necessitas Synod- 
orum vel inde provideri potest quod Licinus Ecclestis exitum machina- 
tur, cum nihil haberet quod commiseretur aliud, hanc legem promulgavit, 
Ne Episcopi inter se de rebus suis vel Ecclesiarum communicarent, neque 
Conventus aut Consilia celebrarent.” And this he subjoynes, ‘ Hee 
tanguam causa Licinio fuit ad nos proterve contumeliosque tractandos 
aut enim legem violando supplicio obnoxios esse opportebat, aut legis 
precepto more gerendo Ecclesia ritus et nstituta evertere, nam magne 
et graves deliberationes de rebus Ecclesie suscepte non aliter possunt quam 
per rectam Conciliorum administrationem ratione et via procedere, 


«© When he had producit his warrands, by diverse and many actis 
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of parliament, statutis, and lawis of the realme, and also from the 
constitutiounes and custome of the Kirk, since the year 1560, to 
the year 1563,! he bringis in the oppugneris objectiounes and an- 
sweris to them: First, The few number: 2dly, The forme of the 
chuissing the Moderator omitted: 3dly, The want of the ordimar 
Seribe: 4¢hly, The way and place of keipeing of it, as nevir wes 
usit in any Assembly in Christis Kirk befoir: 5¢hly, and last, The 
standing preceisly upon the keipeing of one day with the King, quho 
meinit not to tak away our Generall Assemblies from us. 

“ For the number and fewnes, he answers, that the Assemblies of 
Christis Kirk are not in his Gospell defynit by great numbers, bot 
by very small; as that, ‘ At quhatsumevir tyme two or thrie ar 
gatherit in my name, I wilbe present in the middest of yow: So 
that, ‘ Agrieing in my name,’ ‘ Quhatsoevir ye doe on earth in my 
name, salbe ratified in heavin.’ So suir ar we that this wes and is, 
and farder for all that wes donne, thair wer anew, and ovir many, 
to witt, to fensse the Assemblie with prayer, and continow the samyn 
till a uthir day for just causes moveing thame, with thankisgiveinge 
to God, in the end: Quhilk forme of doeing, as in the parliament 
of our realme oftine so hes it bein in our Kirk in use: For instance 
and example, in the year 1596, the Generall Assembly ordinarie of 
our Kirk wes appoyntit at Saint Androis; thair interveinit a great 
schaiking of the Kirk, and brangeling thairof by the divil at that 
Evill Synod, 17 day of December,” and ane Assemblie by the Kingis 
Missive Letteris, convocatid at Perthe in February. Mr Robert 
Pont, a godlie, learnit fathir in the Kirk, being ordinarie Moderator, 
accompanied with Mr John Hall,’ and a few othir godly Britherin, 
come to St Androis on the 27 day of Aprile, ordained for the ordi- 
narie Generall Assemblie, and did prorogat and continow the samyn 
till the moneth of May nixt following, to be keipit at Dundie, for 
the keipeing of the Kirk in the possessioun of hir libertie, quhilk 
that Conventioune of Perth wes about to prejudge and tak away. 

“For the Moderator, say they, thair wes ane ordinarie standing 
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answer: He wes absent undeutifullie, and thairfoir another chosine 
in his rowme lawfullie, to moderat that meitting, and to censure 
the absent : Thair wes no exhortatioune, no edictis! for electioune, 
none put to the dore. Answer, The last Moderator, lookit for, 
came not to preache, and no uther man, upon so short a tyme, 
without advysement, could tak upon him sic a weightie matter ; also 
the ordinarie doctrine of the Ministerie of the place mycht serve 
for that, and supplieit. 2. Lettres [leets?] that wer maid eftir 
prayer, concevit by the Moderator of the Synod of the Province of 
Abirdeine; and as for that putting out, and the rest of these acci- 
dentall formes and ceremonies, one answer may serve for all, that 
sic triffles can not stand nor [be] sticken upon, quhen the substance 
of all is in sic perrel of undoeing and perisching, as at that tyme, 
the possessioun of the libertie of the keipeing of our Assembly. In 
end, the forme of moderatioun is not thought to be sua strange, and 
so to be querrelit by thame, iff thai wald remembir the foir-men- 
tionit Assemblie at Perthe, quhair, without any doctrine or letteris 
[leets] at all, in absence of Mr Robert Pont, ordinare Moderator, 
Mr David Lindsay, at the only nominatioun of two or thrie of the 
Britherine present, in a secreit conference, enterit Moderator to that 
Assemblie. Witnes all that wer present thair. 

«¢ As for the Ordinarie Scribe, for feir he refusit to doe his office, 
being stayit be the King’s Commissiouner ; but it became not the 
Ministeres of Jesus Christ so dastardlie to leive so necessare a 
dewtie, and thairfoir thai chusit ane moir auctentik Clarke, ane of 
thair awin numbir, efter the maner of the Synodis and Presbyteries 
of the Kirke, ane lairnit, honnest Minister of Christ’s Evangel. 

«¢ Annent the place, it wes not privat, as wes alledgit wrangous- 
lie ; nor yit with closse doris, utherwayis nor is the common cus- 
tome of keipeing of Assemblies, but in the ordinar Sessioun-Hous, 
without the Great Kirk of Abirdein, quhairin the Synodis and Pres- 
byteries ordinarlie sittis ; as publict ane hous as athir the Counsell- 
hous, within the Tolbuith of Dundie, quhair wes keipit a most notabill 
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Generall Assemblie in the monethe of July 1580, or the Counsel- 
hous within the Tolbuithe of Edinburcht, whair ordinarily twyse 
everie yeir, by the space of diverse yeires, the Generall Assemblie 
did sitt. Bot, as hes been answerit, all thais circumstances and 
formes givis place quhen the essence and substance of matteris 
standis in hazard and jeopardie. 

“ Fyftlie, and last, concerneing the preceis keiping of a day with 
the King ; answer, Thair wes ane great caus in standing on ane day, 
quhen ane uthir day had bein appoyntit, for utherwayes the pos- 
sessioun of our Generall Assemblie had bein interrupted and brokin 
off, nather could the way have been fund ordinarilie to convo- 
cat againe ane Generall Assemblie ; for quho had powir to appoynt 
tyme and place for the samyne? None ordinarlie and orderlie but 
the Generall Assemblie. So the day appoyntit be the last Gene- 
rall Assemblie being omitted and desertit without the appoynting 
of a new day, the possessioun of our Generall Assemblie was lossit 
by the prescriptioun and circumduceing of the terme, as the laweris 
callis it ; and further, in verie deid, thair wes manifest just causses, 
quhilk did mak thame to feire the meineing to tak away and dis- 
possess the Kirk of hir Generall Assemblies, at the least the lawfull 
ordinarie Assemblies continowit since the beginning: For the As- 
semblies convocat be the King, or his proclamatiounes and missives, 
ar not the proper, lawfull, ordinare Assemblies of the Kirk, becaus 
thai flow from a Civilk Magistrat, for civill obedience, quhilk is but 
the ordinance of man, as the Apostle Paull callis thame, Coloss. ii. 
20, 22, and not spirituall, and ordinances of Jesus Christ, the only 
King of his Kirk.” 

Ane speciall poynt of the Appollogie is the schawing of the just 
caus of our feir of our wanting, and disspossessing of us of our Ge- 
nerall Assemblies, quhilk ar thais following: 

“The King plainelie professit that he lykit not our Generall As- 
semblies, becaus we acknawledged not the power thairof to flow 
from his auctoritie: 2dly, The Bischoppis abhorrit thame becaus 
thai wer thair judge, for feir thai sould be callit to ane accompt for 
breking of the Cautiounes thairof ; quhairof in all thai wer guiltie : 
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3dly, The Commissiouneris, in lyk maner, because they fearit cen- 
sureing and putting of thame from the haill governement of the 
Kirk, quhilk thai had usurpit and plukit away from the Generall 
Assemblie, under pretence of a Commissioun therfra. 

“We sought to haiff obteinit leive, and beine suffirit to keipe 
and hold ane Assemblie according to our custome and warrand, and 
usit for the same all maner of earnest Supplicatiounes by the space 
of tuo yeires and mair, but could not obteine the samyn; pairtlie, 
becaus of the forme of the petitioune, that without his Majestie’s 
offence or staying, we mycht keipe our Generall Assemblie; pairt- 
lie, for feir we sould ovirturne so meikle of the Episcopall worke 
that wes buildit upe. First, to this effect, the Synod of Fyfe 
earnestlie delt with and wrote to Mr Johne Hall, last Moderator 
befoir Mr Patrik Galloway, quho wes absent out of the countrie 
and realme, that forsuamcikle as thair wes ane Parliament to be for 
his Majestie’s coronatione, and uthiris maist weightie effaires of the 
Unioune of the tuo realmes togider undir his Majestie’s dominioune, 
we mycht haiff ane Generall Assemblie at that Parliament [to sie 
to the estait of our Kirk, as it had evir bein the custome of the 
samyne, since the first Reformatione of Religione, to have a Gene- 
rall Assemblie'] in tyme of Parliament: The said Mr John Hall 
promissit to wryt to the King, quho reportit ane answer that he had 
so done, and could not obteine it. 

“Secondly, The Ministeris of Edinburcht wryt to Mr Patrick 
Galloway, last Moderator, he being with his Majestie at Court, to 
the samyne effect; quho, eftir delaying and mony promisses, at 
last he wrot that he sould come home and keipe ane Assemblie ; 
but eftir his home-cumming no sic effect followit. 

“ Thirdlie, The Britherine of the North, eftir thai fand the As- 
semblie appoyntit at Abirdeine in July 1604 to be continowit, came 
to the Synod of Fyff holdin at Saint Androis in September soone 
eftir, and joyneing with thame of that Synod, besought the Kingis 
Commissiouner, the Laird of Lawristoune, thair present in the 
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Synode, for the effect foirsaid, quho answerit, he was repairing to- 
wardis his. Majestie; and, thairfoir, desyrit the Commissiouneris of 
everie Province to meitt at Perth, and joyne togider in one Suppli- 
catioune, quhilk he sould carie as that from the Commissiouneris of 
the Generall Assemblie, to be assemblit thair, (for from the handis 
of no uthir wald the King ressave aney requeist or Supplicatioune 
concerneing the commoune effaires of the Kirk,) and said, he wes 
in guid houpe to obteine the samyn. 

“The Commissiouneris of the Generall Assemblie convemit with 
the Kingis Commissiouner at Leith,! in Octobir thaireftir; quhair 
wes also frequently conveinit many diverse Commissiouneris from 
all the pairtis and provinces of Scotland, quhilk all agreid in ane to 
mak Supplicatioune for a Generall Assemblie, directing the samyne 
with the Kingis Commissiouner, and sua expectit some guid answer ; 
but all in vaine. | 

“‘ Mentioun being maid of a Generall Assemblie at the last Synod 
of Fyff, haldin at Bruntiland, the Commissiouner being now returnit 
from Court, and thair present, did strangely withstand the samyne ; 
schawing that he had ane expres article in his Commissioune not 
to permitt it. It wes humblie and earnestlie desyrit thair that the 
tyme and place mycht onlie be appoyntit, hou schort or hou long 
soever, that the Kirk mycht be put out off suspitioune and jealousie 
of disspossessing of thame, and losseing of ane Assemblie for evir ; 
but it could not be grantit. 

“The said Commissiouner, at the day approaching, appoyntit for 
the Generall Assemblie at Abirdein in July 1605, sent Lettres to 
all the Presbyteries for superceiding thairoff; the quhilk Lettres 
buire no certaine day nor place to the quhilk the Assemblie sould 
be prorogat and continowit. 

“The Lettres directed to Abirdeine from the Counsell desyrit 
and counselit, directlie and expresslie, that the Assemblie mycht be 
deserted and left ; yea, and the Britherine conveined thair being 
callit be the Counsel, cravit that any day and place mycht be -ap- 
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poyntit for the nixt Generall Assemblie, that thair mycht at least yet 
remaine sume houpe of the samyn; but it could not be grantit : 
And, Last, it wes and is the commoune voyce of all, to the grytest 


_ greiffofthe guid and godly, and the tryumphing of enemies, Papistis, 


Atheistis, and licentious, that we sould nevir have a frie Generall 

Assemblie of our Kirk againe. Let onie indifferent man then judge 

quhither thair wes not just caus of feir for the lossing all libertie 

within our Kirk and Assemblies or not!” 

- 3 

FOLLOWIS THE APPOLLOGIE FOR THE PRISSOUNERIS OF CHRYST 
PRESENTLIE IN BLACKNES.! 


Soli Deo gloria. 


“The commoune newis and maner of talk is now of the im- 
prissounement and horneing of Ministeres, (of the quhilk thair be 
money,) yea, even of the Ministerie that is not evil thought of, and 
so almost allowit be sum, procurit be all, is not takin to heart, but 
coldlie regairdit ; and yit it is sure that sic a numbir of the lairneit- 
est, godliest, and best of the Ministerie, hes done amisse and fallin. 
The breck and ruine of the Kirk is great, for the quhilk we all, true 
memberis thairof, maist sensibillie and feillinglie be tuichit and so- 
rowe. If thai haiff not failit, but done ane honnest necessar duetie, 
and that rychtly and wysely, then the procureres of the punisch- 
ment of sic weill-doeing, the allowaris thairoff, yea, and the lycht 


! This document was written by Mr James Melvill, and has often been alluded to 
by historians. In the folio edition of Calderwood’s History, p. 497, it is merely cited 
as the production of our Author. As is generally the case, this very important paper 
is not contained in either of the MSS. of this Continuation, belonging to the Faculty 
of Advocates. It would have been desirable to have collated so remarkable an 
Apology with a more perfect transcript, but although a pretty careful search was 
made among the Miscellaneous MS. Collections in the Advocates’ Library, the Editor. 
was not so fortunate as to meet with a perfect copy. No doubt, such must still be 
extant, and it is not unlikely to be contained in the larger work of the indefatigable 
Calderwood, in a more perfect form: cutis : 

P 
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estimeris and cauld considereris of the caus, ar gryt befoir God, 
evirie ane on in thair awin rank, and can not schaw his wraithe, 
quho sufferis none to doe his prophetis wrong unpunischit, but re- 
provith Kingis for thair saikis, saying, ‘ Tuich not myne annoyntit, 
and doe my prophetis no harme,’ Ps. cv. 15; but, be lik the sonnes 
of Jacob, quho sould Joseph to prissoun, and syne sat doun to eit 
and drink, and without repenting in tyme, brought on a plague, as 
may mak thame, with Jacob’s sonnes, to say ane to ane uthir, ‘We 
haiff veriely sinneit againes our brothir, in that we saw the anguisch 
of his saulle quhen he besought us, and we would not heir him; thair- 
foir is this trubill cum upon us! And that someikill the mair, if 
thais guid Britherine be negligentlie, cowardlie, and traterouslie de- 
sertit in the work of the Lord, and caus of our Chryst, commoun to 
all Christiannes, namelie his Ministeris, quho, iff thai suff with him, 
sall reigne with him; iff thai denye him, he will also denye thame, 
Tim. ii. 12. Heirfoir, I haiff thought it expedient and necessar to 
cleir the caus of the Britherine, (if it be Chrystis Jesus his caus,) 
I houpe doe mak it manifest, that it is all trew Christiannes may 
tak pairt thairine, as they would be acknawledgit by him quhen he 
comes in the glorie of his kingdome; that iff ignorance hinder 
thame, thai may be instructit ; iff negligence or foirgetfulnes, thai 
may be rememberit and steirit upe; if remisnes and cauldnes, thai 
may be prickit and maid zealous; least the caus standing be the 
cair, wisdome, and power of him quhois it is, thai sall fall with the 
enimies ; for the Heid’ said, ‘ He that is not with me is againes me, 
and he that gatherit not with me scattirith; and quhosoevir is 
aschamed of me and of my wordis, of him gall the Sonne of man be 
schamit quhen he sall come in his glorie, and in the glorie of his 
Father and holy angellis ! Luc. ix. 26. 

“ Eftir the sillogisme set doune, followis the probatioun thairof, 
and pairtis of the Apollogie: 

“Giff the propositioune of this hypothetick sillogisme, I think 
non will doubt it, but it is true; thairfoir at the present it seimes 


* Christ Jesus, the great Head of his Church. 
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to be tain! in the probatioune and cleiring of the assumptioune ; and 
so comes in order the pairtis of the present Appollogie. 

“First, Quhat the Word of God teiches thairannent, and iff ac- 
cording thairto thai haiff done. 

“2. Quhat ar the lawis of the realme concerneing the same. 

“3. The constitutiounes and practise of our Kirk since the first 
Reformatioune thairoff. 

“4. and last, The mentionned Confessioune of Faith, and iff the 
Britherine haiff done rychtly and wysely conforme to the same. 

“We then deduce the warrand of the Word of God orderly, in 


thais Propositiounes : 


“’Thair is no power but from God, Rom. ii. 
“The Father annoynting Jesus, his only begottin Sonne, King 
owir his Kirk, hes givin him all power in hevin and in earth, Psal. 


_xxvi.; Math. xxviii. 18. 


“ Chryst hes givin the office, power, and giftis to gather his Kirk, 
and to governe the same, unto his Appostles, and that for that caus 
promissit to be with thame and thair successoris unto the end of 
the world, Math. xxviii.: And not to leive thame orphalling,’? Joh. 
xvi. 18: And as the Father sent him, so sent he thame, Joh. xx. 
1: He breathit on thame, saying, ‘Ressaive the Holie Ghost; quhois 


‘sinnes ye remitt thai salbe remittit, and quhois [sinnes] ye retein 
thai salbe reteined,’ ib. 23, 22: He converssit with tham eftir his 


resurrectioune fortie dayes, instructing thame in matteres concerne- 
ing the kingdome of hevine, that is, the governement of his Kirk, 
Acts iii.: And, finally, on the day of Pentecost, he sent on thame 
the Holy Ghost, that Comforter promiseit, Acts i. 

“ The same Chryst, quhen he had be the same Appostles collectit 
the Kirke and foundit thame, be thame also he gaive the Kirke 
Pastouris, Doctoris, Elderis, for the co-augmentatioune of the saintis 
for the worke of the Ministerie, for the edificatioune of his body, till 
all the elect sould grow upe to a perfyt man, in the just measure of 
the stature of Chryst, Eph. iv. 13; Tite) > 1 Cor. 123 


1 Taken, comprehended. 2 Orphans, comfortless. 3 It may be noted 
here, once for all, that there is much confusion in the Scripture proofs and references 
throughout this document, and in many of the other Papers in this Continuation. 
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“Chryst, not to thir Appostles only, but also to thais Pastouris, 
Doctouris, and Elderis ordained be thame, he gave the keyes of the 
kingdome of heavin, and power of binding and lowsing, of reteine- 
ing and remitting of sines, as said is ; and that be the use and mini- 
sterie of the Word, Sacramentis, and Censuris of the Kirk, Math. 
xvi. 17, 18; John xx. 20; Acts 20, 28; 1 Pet. v.; 1 Cor. v. 5; 
Math. xvi. 19. 

“ Chryst, then, the only Lord and King of his Kirk, hes appoyntit 
his administratoris and officeres of his kingdome, Pastouris, Doc- 
toris, and Elderis, to be occupyit about the Word, Sacramentis, 
Discipline of maneris, and caire owir the pure, Eph. iv. 12; Rom. 
xu. 17,18; 1-Cor: ix.5 2 Dime Veh 22 

“Now, all thais Ministeres and Office-beareris in the Kirk of 
Chryst ressavit from thair Lord and King the office and giftis to 
dischairge the same, togider with the expres command and power 
to execuit and doe the same faithfully and dilligentlie; and that 
not only severally, but conjunctlie in thair Sessiounes, Presbyteries, 
and Synodis, as in places quotted, is evident, Eph. iv.; Math.; 
1 Cor. 3; and of the practise thairof, in the xii. of the Actis. 

‘“‘ Namelie, the office and duetie of Pastouris is to superceid for the 
Presbyterie, ‘Tak heid to themselvis, and to thair flockis ouir the 
quhilk the Holy Ghost hes appoyntit thame Pastouris, Watchmen, 
and Ovirsieris, Acts ii. 28: And that baith severally, in the par- 
ticulare functiounes of every office, Rom. xii. 7, 8: And together, 
in the Sessioun of the Kirk and Presbyterie, Math. v. 22, 17, 18; 
1 Tim. iv. 14; 1 Pet. v.2: For the quhilk caus the solemne meitt- 
ingis and Generall Assemblies of Meittingis of Pastouris of the 
Kirk is most necessar and profitabill, that thai may thairin tak heid 
to thame selvis, and order with thame selff, the Kirkis, and Con- 
gregatiounes, ouir the quhilk Chryst placit thame, in doctrine and 
maneris, that thai mycht entir in pice and uniformitie, keipeing the 
unitie of faith by the band of charitie, Acts xx. 28; xxi. 23; Heb. 
x. 25. 

“The Assemblies, in the legall pollicie of the Kirk, Chryst ap- 
provith, Math. v. 22; Luc. xxii. 66; quhair he makis answer befoir 
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the Presbyterie of the Jewis Kirk, and neither damnes' thair Judi- 
catoure nor declynes the same, it being the lawfull ordinance of 
God. So did his Appostles, Peter and Johne, Acts iv.; and Paull, 
[Acts] xxii. xxiii. 3. 

“But in the Chrystiane Kirk, and Pollicie thairoff, he expressly 
constitutit and ordained the samyn, translaiting that quhilk wes the 
lawfull ordinance of God, most necessar for the governement of the 
Kirk, from the Legall to the Evangelicall, Math. xviii. 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20; commanding to tell the Kirk, that is, the Assemblies 
and Meittings of Pastouris and Ruelleris of the Kirk, quhair any 
Christiane Bretherin can not be amendit be privat admonitiounes ; 
to the quhilk he gives the power of binding and lowsing, quhom he 
bids expresslie convein quhair he promissit, albeit thair number wer 
niver so small, but ‘tuo or thrie being convenit in his name, that 
_ thair he wilbe with thame, evin in the middis of thame.’ 

“This power the Appostles ressavit and continowit; in the go- 
verneing in the Primitive Kirk, Acts i. vi. and xv.; the electioun 
of Mathias ; in chuseing the Deacounes; and in holding the Coun- 
sell at Jerusalem; in every city and kirk, Paull and Barnabas or- 
dained the same, Acts xi. 22, and xx. 17; and directit Titus to doe 
the same, Titus i.; and the calling of Timothe is commandit, by 

laying on of the handis of the Presbyterie, 1 Tim. iv. 14. 

“‘ And it is most evident that the Appostles, obeying the com- 
mandimentis, and leining on the promise of Chryst thair King and 
Minister, as the Heid of the Kirk requyrit, conveinit thameselvis 
in his name and auctoritie, and electit Mathias in the place of Judas 
the traitor, Actis i. 12; chusit the seven Decounes to ministrat the 
tabiles, and tak cair of the powir,’ Actis vi. 3; relivit the Gentiles 
convertit be Chryst from the burdein of the Ceremoniall Law, 
Actis xv.; separat Paul and Barnabas for the workis of the Gos- 
pell, Actis xiii.: Lyk as, they most gravely exhortit the Pastouris, 
and electit and constitut be thame in every Presbyterie, to doe the 


! Condemns, 2 Poor, 
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same faithfully and dilligently, so oft as the necessitie of the Kirk 
requyrit, Actis xx. 28; 1 Cor. v. 

“Tt is manifest by the Word of God, &e., but so it is then (to 
assume) that the nine Britherin’s imprissounement, viz., Mr Johne 
Forbes, Robert Durie, Johne Welch, Mr Andro Duncane, Alex- 
ander Strachane, Johne Scharpe, Johne Monro, Charles Ferme, 
and Johnne Ros, and the rest of the Ministeres that keipit day and 
place appoyntit for the Generall Assemblie in the moneth of July 
last, are the weill-knawin and trewely appoyntit Ministeris of Chryst 
within the Kirk of Scotland, quhilk no member within the same 
can be so impudent as to deny; thairfoir, thais faithfull Ministeres 
of Chryst, quho assemblit last at Abirdein, had that warrand and 
power of Jesus Chryst so to doe, namely at so necessary a tyme 
quhen Papistis, Atheistis, and licentious men, wer ovirwhelmeing 
the Pastouris and the pairt of the Kirk of that realme, and so mani- 
fest evidence kythit of the*ovirthrawing of the haill liberties of the 
Kirk, and sinceritie of the Gospel; and sould, thairfoir, be the 
Christian Magistrat, be honourabilly reverenceit nor! schamfully 
punischit. 


“TI. The second poynt, thair warrand of the Lawis.—Now, as 
to the second poynt to be provin, annent the Lawis of the realme; ° 
the first of all, in the actis of parliament, is annent the fridome of 
the Holy Kirk: It is statut and ordainit, that the Holy Kirk joy 
and bruk, and the Ministeris thairof, thair old priveledges and fri- 
domes ; James I., par. 1, cap. 1. Item, in lyk maner, the first act 
of the second parl. is, in the first, to the honour of God, that the 
fridome of the Holy Kirk be keipit throught out the realme. The 
same is augmentit and confirmit be King James II. in his first parl. 
quhilk is all in print in Actis of Parliament. Siclyk, in the second 
parl. of King James III., in the first, it is statut and ordaineit, that . 
the priviledges of the Holy Kirk and spirituall persounes be observit, 


! Rather than be. 
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&c., confirmit be the sam King James, in the first and fyft parl., 
in thir wordis, ‘That the fridome of the Holy Kirk be keipit in all 
priviledgis and fridomes;’ in the same maner and wordis be King 
James IV. in the first act of his second parl.; the first act of the 
parl. of King James V. is, that fridomes and priviledges of the Holy 
Kirk and spirituall persounes be observit, and keipit in honour and 
worschippe, &e. 

“Then, iff fridomes and priviledgis of the Holie Kirk be statut 
and ordaineit be law to be keipit with all imunitie, priviledg, and 
fridome, and this wes knawin evir to be ane of hir speciall privi- 
ledgis to convein in thair Synodis, surely the Synodis and Conven- 
tiounes, as also the Assemblies of the Kirk, may lawfully be the 
warrand of the actis of parliament ; and iff ony will object that this 
wes grantit to the Papisticall Kirk, this answer is easie and strong 
far mair to the trew Refformeit Kirk of Chryst Jesus: And, indeid, 
the godly Provinces following, eftir the manifestatioune of the 
lyight of the Gospell and Reformatioune of Religioune cleirit and 
inlairgit the priviledgis and fridomes of the Kirk, and namely to 
his immortall prais, our present King quho now reignes, (and quho 
mot! happily reigne!) and that not only be the advyce of his four 
Regentis in his minority, but maist lairgely and particularly eftir 
the taking of the governement in his awin hand and persoun, and 
cleirest and fullest eftir his perfytt age of twenty-five yeiris, as the 
actis following will declair. 

“In the parliament holdin be the Erle of Morray, callit com- 
mounly, as he wes indeid, ‘The Guid Regent,’ ratified in his secound 
parl. haldin be his Majestie’s guidschire,’ of guid memorie, Mathow, 
Erle of Lenox, in the second act thairof, in thais wordes : ‘ Item, 
our soveraine Lord, with advyse of his said Regent, his thrie 
estaitis, and body of the present parliament, hes ratified, and by 
this present act ratifies, all and quhatsumevir actis and statutis maid 
off befoir be our soveraine Lord and his predicessoris, annent the 
fridome and libertie of the Kirk of God, and Religioun now pub- 


1 May he. 2 Grandfather by the father’s side. 
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lictlie professit within this realme ;’ and namely in that first act of 
that parl. of King James the Sixth, the 15 of December 1567, an- 
nent the lait Patronnes, thais wordis ar in the act, ‘It salbe leasume 
to the Patronnes to appeil to the Superintendent and Ministerie of 
the Province quhair the beneficis lyis, and desyre the persoune to 
be presentit to be admittit; quhilk iff thai refusse, to appeil to the 
Generall Assemblie of this realme, be quhom the caus being de- 
cydit, sall tak as they decerne ; quhairin the Suppreme and highest 
Judgment of the Kirk may be expressely sein the acknowledgeing 
and approbatioune of the Generall Assemblie, as the highest Judge 
in the haill realme in Kirk matteris.’ 

“ The same is ratified in his first act of his Majestie’s third parl. 
holdin eftir the haill governement wes in his awin hand ; also, in 
the first act of his sixth parl. holdin at Edinbruche, the 20th of 
October 1579: ‘Our soverain Lord, with advyce and consent of 
his thrie estaitis, and haill body of this haill parliament, ratifies 
all and quhatsumevir actis and statutis maid of befoir be his Hines, 
by advyce of his Regent, in his awin reigne or predicessoris, annent 
the fridome and libertie of the true Kirk of God, and Religioun, as 
now professit within the realme.’ The secound act of the same 
sixth parl. expresslie for the jurisdictioun of the said Kirk, quhilk 
is confynit, consistis, and standis in the priching of the Word of 
Jesus Chryst, correctioun of manneris, and administratioune of the. 
Holy Sacramentis ; and declairis that ‘ thair is no uthir face of Kirk 
nor no uthir face of Religioun then is presentlie, by the favour of 
God, establischit within this realme; and that thair is no uthir 
Jurisdictioun Ecclesiasticall acknawledgit within this realme uthir 
then that is and quhilk salbe within the same Kirk, or that quhilk 
followis thairfra, concerneing the premisses.’ 

“So thair is ane Jurisdictioun of the Kirk amplie aneugh dis- 
tinguischit be the civill pollicie, quhilk of necessitie must haiff 

-meittingis in tyme and place to excercise and execute the same. 

“ And his seventh parl. at Edinbruche, the 25th of October 1581, 
in the first act, thair is a generall ratificatioun of the libertie of the 
true Kirk of God; and confirmatioune of all the actis and lawis 
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maid to the effect befoir ; and that be particular rehersall and catol- 
logie, among the rest, a ratificatioune of the libertie of the true 
Kirk of God and Religioune, annent the Jurisdictioune of the true 
Kirk, tuyse. And thaireftir the Kingis perfytt age of twenty-one 
yeiris, at the eleventh parl. at Edinbruche, the 29 of July 1587, 
thair a full and a cleire ratificatioune of all lawis maid annent 
the libertie of the Kirk, and all uthiris maid be his progenitouris in 
his minoritie be his Regentis, or since the acceptatioune of governe- 
ment in his awin persoune. And, finally, that ‘Golden Act’ of 
twelfth parl. quhilk cleirlie crownnes and firmelie concludis the caus, 
viz., the first act of that twelfth parl. of King James VI. holdin at 
Edinbruche, the 8 of July 1592, intitulat Ratificatioune of the Li- 
bertie of the true Kirk, of the Generall and Synodall Assemblies, of 
Presbyteries, of Discipline; quhairin, annent our Generall Assem- 
blies, thais ar the wordis: ‘ And siclyk, ratifies and approvis the Ge- 
nerall Assemblie appoyntit be the said Kirk, and declairis it salbe 
lawfull to the Kirk and Ministeres, every yeir at leist, and oftir! 
pro re nata, that is, as occasioune and necessitie sall requyre, to 
hold and keipe Generall Assemblies; that, provyding that the 
Kingis Majestie or his Commissiouneris with thame, to be ap- 
poyntit be his Hines to be’ present at ilk Generall Assemblie befoir 
the dissolving thairoff, nominat and appoyntit tyme and place quhen 
and quhair the nixt Generall Assemblie salbe keipit and holdin, as 
hes bein in use thir tymes bygaine.’ Quhair the gentill and benevo- 
lent reider hes to mark, that the King and Estaitis takis not upoun 
thame to give the powir to the General Assemblie thair to con- 
vein, quhilk nethir thai nor the Kirke ever thought it to be in 
thair handis, but in the handis of Christ Jesus allenirely,* the only 
King" off his Kirk, [of] quhom the Kirk of Scotland had it, and ac- 
cording thairto practiseit it thirty-two yeiris befoir thir actis of par- 
liament, but only to ratifie and approve it, conforme to thair Christ- 
iane duetie by the auctoritie that God hes put in thair handig, 

“ And becaus the [15]84 yeir myght be alledgit againes the As- 
semblies and liberties of the Kirk, thairfor this posterior act ex- 


1 Oftener, more frequently. 1 Solely, alone, 
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presslie speikis thus: ‘And becaus thair is diverse actis of parlia- 
ment tending to the prejudice of the libertie of the true Kirk of 
God, and Religioun presently professit within this realme, in juris- 
dictioune and libertie thairoff, quhilk standis yit in the buikis of 
actis of parliament not abrogat nor annullit ; thairfor his Hines and 
Estaitis foirsaidis hes abrogat and annullit, and be the tennour 
heiroff, abrogattis and annullis all actis of parliament respective, with 
all and quhatsumevir actis, lawis, and statutis maid at any tyme 
befoir the day and daitt heiroff, againes the libertie of the true Kirk, 
and jurisdictioun, and libertie, and discipline thairoff, as the samen is 
usit and execuitit within the realme,’ &c. And declairis, in 129 [act] 
of parl. haldin at Edinbruche, the 22 of May 1584, sall no ways be 
prejudiciall nor derogat any thing to the priviledge that God hes 
givin to the spirituall office-beireris in his Kirk, concerneing the 
Heidis of Religioune, matteres of Heresie, Excommunicatioune, 
Collatioune, or Dispositioune' of Ministeres, or any siclyk essen- 
tiall censuris specially grundit and haivand [warrant ?] of the Word 
of God. 

“Now, it is objectit that the actis may be grantit indeid, bot it 
conteines ane expres provisioun that the Kirk [King?] and his 
Commissiouneris, with the Ministeres, sall appoynt the tyme and 
place: Answer, first, we grant the provisioune, but sic as it is, that 
is not privatly, or derogative to the lawfullnes of the meittingis 
ratifieit be the actis with the claus ‘utherwayis not,’ or sic as the 
laweris and formalistis usis ; sua that iff the provisioune be not ob- 
servit, the licences is null, not bot only for the strenth and further- 
ance of the Assemblie, provyding that his Majestie or his Commis- 
siouner sall concur as the claus nided,? (as they haiff in use to doe 
thir tymes bypast,) cleirly schawis. 

“Nixt, we answer, we haiff his Majestie’s licence and consent, 
first, be plain law, as we presently alledge and urge, as his Majestie 
acknawledgit spak with his awin mouth, and comandit to be sett 
doun in actis, bemg present in the Generall Assemblie holdin at 
Dundie, in the monethe of May 1597, session 7, annent the Arti- 


! Deposition. 2 Needed. 
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cles, and ordaineing that no Conventioune of Pastoris be without 
his Majestie’s consent acknawledgit. His Majestie’s consent is de- 
clairit to be extendit to all and quhatsumevir, from either Generall 
Assemblie or speciall, permittit and authorisit be his Majestie’s 
lawis, according as they [have the] warrand of the Word of God, 
being the maist autentik forme of consent that a king can give: 
And nixt, be his Majestie’s awin presens in the Generall Assem- 
blie holdin at Holirudhous, in November immediatly befoir his 
Majestie’s progresse in the South, quhair his Majestie gave his 
voitt first of all in that Assemblie, that the nixt Assemblie sould 
be keipit at Aberdein the last Tuysday of July 1604; and albeit 
that appoyntit Assemblie held not, yit it wes prorogat be his Ma- 
jestie’s consent be a Lettre subscryvit with his Majestie’s Com- 
missiouner, the Laird of Lawristoun, and Mr Patrik Galloway, last 
Moderatour, continowit to the first Tuysday of July 1605; accord- 
ing to the quhilk appoyntment, the Presbyteries coming on war- 
rand of the Word of God, and lawis foirmentiounit, sent thair Com- 
missiouneris, and keipit day and place : But thai insist and reassoun 
that that day wes dischairgit be ane uthir Lettre sent to the Pres- 
byterie from the said Commissiouner, not that day, viz., the 2d of 
July, but the 5th, wes dischairgit ; as the samyn extant among the 
Presbyteries yitt beiris: Allwayis,' say they, the meineing wes to 
dischairge that Assemblie. True, but wes it lawfull and duetifull 
to the Ministeres of Chryst Jesus, quho hes thair calling, office, and 
all pairtis thairoff from Chryst allennerly,’ and mone® give answer 
and accompt thairof to him upoun thair uttirmost, upon an alledgit 
dischairge, be ane Article sent from the King dischairging the Ge- 
nerall Assemblie at so necessar a tyme, it being warrandit be so 
many and invincibill reassounes and warrandis as ar brought furth 
heirtofoir, to desert and leive the same, undir the signe and pre- 
tence of I watt not quhat obedience to a light Lettre, not of the 
_Kingis, bot of sic a Commissiouner ; and iff thai obeyit the Lettre, 
quhat warrand could it haive bein to thame, quhen either Chryst 
or the Chrystiane [Kirk ?] sould haiff callit thame to accompt and 


! Notwithstanding, nevertheless. ? Alone, solely. 3 Must. 
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dischairge so expresslie, at so necessar a tyme, requyrit of thame? 
Add heirunto, that the Lettre of the Commissiouner and last Mo- 
deratour conteinit no certaine day quhairunto the said Assemblie 
sould be prorogat; so that it is evidently importit a casting lous 
and deserting, yea, the tyneing! of the tittle of the possessioun of 
our Assemblie, then the quhilk rycht, quhat could be moir danger- 
ous to the fridome and libertie of Chrystis Kirk, at sic a tyme, 
namely, at the Treatie uf the Unioune, quhen all the Estaitis of the 
realme, and every frieholder, wer zealous and cairfull for thair rychtis 
and possessiounes? I am suir thair is not ane in Scotland that hes 
the rycht, title, and possessioune of ane cow-hous or a caill-yaird, 
that wald so easily haiff skippit from the samyn, or could haiff done 
les for the keiping of thair possessioune, than thais Ministeres of 
Jesus Chryst did for the rycht and tytle of his kingdome within 
Scotland. O fy for schame! that Christiane men, zealous Mini- 
steres, sould lett so lycht and esteim so lyttle of the fridome, and 
liberty, and possessioun of the Kirk and kingdome of Jesus Chryst, 
plantit and peacabilly estaibilischit so notabilly, and so longe con- 
tinowit, within the realme of Scotland ; yit they continowit to 


reassoun againes the lawfullnes of thair proceidingis! Lett it be 


so, that the day mycht haiff bein keipit, yit thai sould not haive sua 
usit ane Assemblie, and appoyntit ane tyme for ane uthir, without 
the consent of the Kingis Majestie’s Commissiouner. 

“ Namelie, the said Commissiouner, dischairgeing thame baith 
by a missive Lettre from the Counsel, and Letteris Patentis pro- 
clamed: Ansuer, thair wes no proclaimeing of Lettres: This is a 
manifest forgit lie and untruth, cleirly knawin; and how soone they 
wer chairgit thai gaiff obedience, and dissolvit, for eschewing of of- 
fence and obedience to man; yea, evin indangering thamselvis ouir 
far in offence and dissobedience to God, in omitting sua necessar a 
duetie as said is; and to the Counsellis Lettres it continowit a 
counsell, quhilk is no command, to desert and leive the Assemblie ; 
ane thing so unlawfull, that iff thai had followit it, thai could not 
haiff bein answerabill, nethir to Chryst, nor to the King, nor to the 

1 Losing. 
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Kirk thaireftir, being chairgit thairfoir at ony tyme, for the reas- 
sounes befoir alledgit. And farther, quhat the meineing of the 
lawis that the Kingis Commissiouner sould cohonestat, and fortifie, 
and foorder the Assemblie, the foirnameit Commissiouner, Lawris- 
toun, expresslie and purposelie to hinder that Assemblie, and op- 
poune himself thairunto, so that he wes not Commissiouner to the 
Assemblie, bot againes the same; and so, all alyk ar worse as iff 
thai had not bein in the toune; and, thairfoir, be the plain meine- 
ing off the act, it wes lesume and lawfull to that Assemblie con- 
veinit to nominat tyme and place for the nixt Assemblie. They did 
nothing, thairfoir, bot that quhilk boith off necessitie and duetie it 
behovit thame to doe, or els betray the caus of Chryst, or losse the 
fridome and libertie of his Kirk and kingdome peciabilly, and with- 
out interruptioune possessit in Scotland thes 42 yeiris bygaine; as 
we haiff now, in the nixt point of probatioune, to verifie be the 
continowall custome, and possessioune, and constitutioun of our 
Kirk, since the Reformatioune of Religioune within the realme of 
Scotland. 


“ TIT. And becaus that poynt is evident aneucht, be the Buikes 
off the Generall Assemblie and sum ancient Fathiris of the Mini- 
sterie, quho ar yit on lyff, I find it sufficient to sett it doune in the 
generall assertioune, that from the yeir of our Lord 1560, the 25 
day of December, quhen, with the Parliament of the realme, the 
Generall Assemblie of the Kirk satt doune at Edinbruche first, for 
estabilisching of Religioun, and setling the Reformit estait of the 
Kirke, unto the yeir 1603, in the begining of Apryle, [quhen] his 
Majestic pairtit from Scotland to tak possessioun in the kingdome 
of Ingland, the continowall custome of the Kirk of Scotland ap- 
provit and reverenced the supreme Magistratis and estaitis of the 
realme, wes to convein in their Generall Assemblie tuyse a yeir, 
and sume tyme thryce; I say, almost becaus of that grytt ecclipses 
in the yeir 1584 and [15]85, be violent injurie of that tyme, and be- 
caus of the prorogatioune and useing of the Assemblie, so by Let- 
tres and proclamatiounes, from tyme to tyme, and place to place, 
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eftir 1596; yit, in all thais yeiris and Assemblies of our Kirk, the 
custome wes, that in the end of the Assemblie presentlie keipit, the 
place and tyme of the nixt Assemblie succeiding wes agricit and 
determineit upoune; the quhilk wes keipeit without interruptioune, 
upoune the warrand that Jesus hes givin to his Kirk to convein, 
without licence sought or givin be ony Magistrat or Prince, uthir 
then the commoun and approvin custome befoir the lawe, and 
eftir set doun for the ratificatioun thairoff in the parliament befoir 
cited, anno 1592. This to be true, since the 1574, above ane hun- 
dred persounes of the Ministerie, and ane thousand uthir gentill- © 
men in the land, can weill remember and testifie. Quhat wes be- 
foir that, evin since the beginning, lett us heir out of the Admoni- 
tioun of the Generall Assemblie conveinit at Edinbruche, in the 
moneth of Marche 1573, direct in wrytt to the Erle of Mortoun, 
Regent, and to the Lordis of Counsel and Estait, beiring this nar- 
ratioune : ; 

“¢ Tt is knawin to your Grace, that since the tyme that God 
blissit the countrie with the Evangel, the hail! Kirk most godly 
appoyntit, and the Parliament be actis authorizit, that tua godly 
Assemblies of the haill Generall Kirk of the realme souldbe evirilk! 
yeir, alsweill of all memberis of all estaitis as of the Ministeres; the 
quhilk Assemblie hes bein, since the first ordinance, continowallie 
keipit in sic sort, that the most nobillest- and hightest hes joynit 
thame selvis, be thair awin presens in thais Assemblies, as mem- 
beris of ane body ; concurring, voiting, and authoriseing all thingis, 
thair proceidingis, with thair Britherine.’ 


“TV. The Fourth and last poynt of the Appollogie wes annent 
The Kingis Confessioun of Faith, (as it was callit,) notoriously pub- 
lischit in Latine by Mercurius Gallo-Belgicus, the noble poster of 
newis athort the world, upon occasioun of a sute maid by the French 
Kirk, at Loundoun, to his Majestie for the continowing of thair 
priviledges, at his Hienes’ entry in Londoun; at quhilk tyme his 
Majestie, assureing thame of his guid affectioune towardis the true 


! Each, every. 
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Religioune maid mentioune in the said Confessioune, as ane un- 
doubtit witnes of the same ; and, thairfoir, the said Mercurius setis 
doune in Latine, as it is also extant in French, Dutch, and all uthir 
commoune langwedgis in Europe. 

“ Quhilk Confessioun, as they alledgit, did furnisch ane ungain- 
standabill argument for the lawfullnes of the said Assemblie haldin 
at Abirdein, closeing the mouth of all guid memberis of the Kirk and 
subjectis of the realme of Scotland from speiking againes the same, 
and binding thame be all dewtie and conscience to stand for it, 
unles thai wald declaire thame selves apostatis and perjurit in the 
sycht of God and the haill world: For quhy it is all veritie that 
the Kingis Majestie him selff, with the haill Ministerie, Counsell- 
ouris, Nobilitie, Estaitis, and subjectis of the kingdome, hes 
solemnely subscryvit and sworne thais wordis following of that 
_ Confessioune : 

“¢ To the quhilk Faith and Relligioune we (the trew Reformit 
Kirk of Scotland immediatlie mentionit befoir) joyne our selves 
willinglie in Doctrine, Faith, Religione, and Discipline, and in the 
use of the Holy Sacraments, as lyvely memberis of the samyne, in 
Chryst our Heid; promiseing and sweiring, by the great name of 
our Lord God, that we sall continowe in the obedience of the Doc- 
trine and Discipline of this Kirk, and sall defend the same, accord- 
ing to our vocatioune and power, all the dayes of our lyff, undir the 
paine conteined in the law, and danger boith of bodie and saulle in 
the day of Godis feirfull Judgement.’ And eftir a few lynes it 
followis : 

“é We, willing to tak away all suspitioune of hypocrisie and 
doubill-dealling with God and his Kirk, protestis and callis the 
Searcher of all heartis to wittnes that our heartis and myndis doe 
fully agrie unto this our Consent, Promeise, and Confessioune, Oath, 
and Subscriptioune, so that we are not movit with any worldly re- 
spect, but are persuadit in our conscience, only throw the knaw- 
ledge and love of Godis trew Religioune, printed in our heartis by 
the Holie Spirit, as we sall answer to him in that day quhen the 
secreitis of all heartis salbe disclosit.’ 
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“‘ Now, take heed, I pray yow, sayeth the Appollogie-maker, 
‘at quhat tyme wes this Confessioune publischit by auctoritie, and 
commanded to be sworne and subscryvit, and the ; solemnely, eftir 
his Majestie and his haill Household! goeing bef ir, he doeing the 
same?? It wes evin subscryvit quhen the Kingis Minister, Mr — 
Johnne Craige, and his Majestie’s Commissiouner for the tyme, 
the Laird of Capringtoune, to the Generall Assemblie halden at 
Glasgow, in the moneth of Aprile, in the year 1581, at the quhilk 
Assembly the Buik of the Policie and Discipline of the Kirk, soe 
many yeires befoir, in so many Assemblies travellit unto, perfytit 
and censurit thairto by the Kingis Majestie and Counsell, eftir the 
Generall Assembly haldin at Stirlinge, by directioun of the samyn, 
in the yeir 1575, gratiously and weill acceptit, wes approvin, and 
ordained to be registrat in the Buikis of the Generall Assemblie, 
ad perpetuam rei memoriam; lykas at the same Assemblie, by his 
Majestie’s said Commissiouner approving the Discipline concludit 
in the said Buik of Policie, wes presented from his Majestie a Plat* 
of the Presbyteries throughout the haill realme, craiveng Commis- 
siouneris from the said Assemblie to be directit with such as his 





Majestie sould appoynt for planting of the said Presbyteries in 
everie Province ; the quhilk wes done: And sieing that Bisschoppis 
wer utterlie abolischit in the Assemblie haldin at Dundie the yeir 
preceiding, his Majestie desyrit to know how thair place sould be 
supplieit at Parliament; as at mair lenth is conteined in the Buikis 
of the Generall Assemblie, and namelie the Register of the said 
Assemblie at Glasgow. 

“This cleireth sufficientlie quhat wes then the Discipline of the 
Kirk of Scotland, nameit and mentiouned in the said Confessioun 
of Faith; soe that, far from all dout or questioune, our Generall 
Assemblies wes then most florisching and frequent, full of reverence, 
grace, gravetie, and auctoritie, the fridome and libertie quhairoff 
wes the cheiff heid and bullwark of all the Discipline of our Kirk ; 


1 Uniy. MS. “ Counsel.” 2 Ady. MSS. “ be guid example had done the 
samyne.” 3 Ib. “of the place.” : 
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quhilk once to impair or brangle, wes indeid the overthrow of our 
Kirk and Religioune: And this wes so reverencit, so sworne, and 
subscryvit, [yea, and publischit in print of new againe, and drdained 
to be of new sworne and subscryvit,!] in a Generall Band in the 
yeir 1590, befoir the obteining of the ratificatioune in Parliament 
in the yeir 1592. 


“This, then, being the discipline sworne and subscryvit, dar any 
of the sweireris and subscryveris cum in the contrair thairoff, or 
dar the faithfull Ministeres of Chryst, for the use and practiseing of 
it, unles thai would prove and profess thame selves apostatis, and 
perjurit, and mensworne ? Yea, or can they refuse to obey or defend 
the samyne, according to thair vocatioune and power, all the dayis 
of thair lyff, sieing it is and standis upoun the danger of boith saull 
and body in the day of Godis feirfull Judgement, as the foir sett 
doun tennour of thair aith beires? No, I am assurit that the Kingis 
Majestie himselff, (quhom God preserve, and mak weill, and long to 
_regne and live,) his honorabill Counsell, and all his guid Chrystiane 
subjectis, quhen they haiff weyit? this matter, and laid it to heart, 
wilbe waiknit? and moveit to remember thair oathe, they will feir 
and trembill that the gryt name Jehovah, the Lord God, interpounes 
and beiris witnes in that matter of so high and gryt importance ; and, 
finding his servants to haif done nothing in the contraire, but ac- 
cording thairto, as we haiff sufficientlie schawin in the poynts pre- 
ceeding, will sie thame honorit and rewardit as faithfull Pastoris 
of the Kirk, and not revillit and punischit as malefactoris. Off 
this haill discours also, it is most evident that thais ar far deciveit, 
quha thinkis we haiff the power and auctoritie of our Assemblies 
from the King, and his lawis, as the cheiff warrand and grund 
thairoff; nay, our meittingis in our Assemblies is ane essentiall 
poynt of the office of the Ministerie of Chryst Jesus, quhilk Mini- 
sterie we haiff naither in full nor in the pairt of any earthelie king, 
-but of him quho is King of kings, Lord of lords; but forsuameikle 


? Omitted in Univ. MS. 2 Weighed. 5 Awakened, 
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as God hes ordained kingis, queenes, and princes, to be nurischeris, 
manteineris, and defenderis of his Kirk, as the speciall end quhair- 
by they haiff ressavit thair auctoritie and preheminencie, and for 
quhois saik thai ar boith sett upe and cast doune by God: Thair- 
foir it is, that in all reverent submissioune the Kirk craives the 
benefit of the mantinence and lawis for the honour of Chryst his 
anoyntit King, upon his holy montaine, the quhilk iff they dueti- 
fully bestow, thai sall not doe it for nought, for the Lord will honour 
thame quho honouris him; if uthirwayis, he will caus thame knaw 
that he maid thame up and can cast thame doun againe, and, thair- 
foir, in all reverence, to seek! it; and, saveing quhatsoevir incres 
the guid Britherin may incur? thairby, in all reassoune. Thai haiff 
evir bein obedient in leving in the duetie warrand* and commandit 
be Chryst, quhilk no man sould or may controvein, and not holding 
out of the said Assemblie for manadgeing and effectuating the ne- 
cessare effaires of the Kirk, quhairfoir it wes appoyntit, rather then 
rebellious and contemptuous againes the King, quhois estimatioune, 
honor, and obedience, must stand with Chryst and his holy Ministerie 
of the Kirk, and not againes the same. 

“Tn end, thus it wes concludit, that sieing it wes sua manifest of 
the premisses that the Britherin, Commissiouneris of the Presby- 
teries of the Kirk of Scotland, quhilk Presbyteries, iff thair had 
bein any fault, sould haiff bein punischit, and not they conveened 
at the last Generall Assemblie at Abirdein, had sua evident and 
strong reassounes and warrantis for thame of the Word of God, 
lawis and customes of the realme, and constitutiounes of the Kirk, 
since the beginning of that nobill and famous Confessioun of Faith, 
and that thair wes so just caus of feir of lossing of the libertie 
of the Generall Assemblie; for aither there can remaine no doubt 
in the heart of any good Christiane, bot that they have [done ?] 
honest, lawfullie, and weill, and if so, they must needs have done 
wisely allsoe. For it is speciall wisdome even for kingis and princes 
to serve the Lord even with fear, and to kiss his Sone with humble 


1 Univ. MS. “ speik.” 2 Ady. MSS. “ reccaye.” 3 Warranted. 
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obedience, lest he be angrie, and they perische in the way, quho for 
inobedience and rebellion his wrath is kindled, Psalm ii. 10, 11, 12. 
So, what obedience, faith in the Sone of God, blessednes and wis- 
dome to preserve that the treasure of the Gospell of grace and life, 
to keep that precious pearle which lightens the eyes and quickens 
the heart, and to stand for the honor of Christ, the King, and the 
liberties and fridome of his kingdome, and againes all such as seik 
to beir doune and deface! the same, or to usurp and incroch thair- 
upoun; thair to suffir with him, that thai may regne with him, is 
grytter wysdome then to conqueis all the prelaceis and kingdomes 
upon the earth. Iff Chryst, the wysdome of the Father, be to be 
belivit, sayeth, Quhat availeth it a man to wine the haill world 
and tyne his saull ?—and this wilbe fund. Quhat salbe said to the 
wyse worldlingis foole, ‘This nycht also sall thai tak away thy 
saulle from thee?’ Also, ‘I knaw yow not; depairt from me, ye 
cursit of my Father, unto unquanchabill fyre prepairit for the divill 
and his angellis!’ Quhat availis it for wisdomis commendatione ? 
Will it be then mair to haiff feirit and obeyit man nor? God? And 
that is all the folie, forsuith, that thais wyse* Breitherine can be 
accusit off. 

“Tn end, thairfoir, iff thai haiff donne both wyselie and lawfullie, 
let thair Judges tak heid how thai judge, least condemneing the 
innocent, yea, the rychteous, thai be abominatioune befoir God, 
the great and feirful Judge, let your persewaris be effrayed* least 
they feight not againes God ; least he prevaill againes thame, and 
cutt thame in cullopis!° Let thair fellow Britherine be true, just, 
and honest, and frank with thame in the caus, as they wald be pair- 
takeris with thame in the kingdome, and least thai heir that dome, 
‘Tak the unthankfull® servant, bind him hand and foot, and cast 
him in the kingdome’ of uttir darknes’—and that wilbe a blacker 
nes or nest® quhairin our guid and honest Britherine now lye! Let 


1 Ady. MSS. “defame.” ? Than. 3? Ady. MSS. “ good and faithful.” 4 7b, 
“ Jet persecutors be afraid.” 5 Ib. “ collops,” in pieces. 6 Jb. “ unfaithfull.” 
7 Ib. “dungeon.” 8 A play on the Castle of Blackness, where their brethren, 
the Ministers, were then closely imprisoned. 
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thame, now, that thus stryk and imprissoune thair fellow servandis, 
and sitt doun and eit and drink with the drunkine, feir for the 
cuming of that great Lord to discomfeis judgment, and cutt tham in 
tuo: Let all Christianes consider quhat Chrystiane compassioune 
and charitabill duetie craves towardis the afflicted Brethrine, but 
namlie to Chryst him selff, in his sufferinges, as they would wish to 
hear that most joyfull call, ‘Come, ye blissit of my Father; for quhen 
I was in prissoun ye visitet me!’ Let the guid and faithfull Mini- 
steres, presentlie imprissouneit, for thair incorragment and comforte, 
heir and meditat thais thingis, quhilk He quho hes the sevin starris 
in his rycht hand, and walkes in the middes of the sevin goldine 
candilestickis, quho is the First and the Last, quho wes deid, and 
is now alive for evir moir, amen, and sayis, ‘ I knaw thy workis, 
and thy tribulatioune, [and patience, and povertie; bot thow art 
taught,! and I know the blasphemie of them quho say they are 
Jews, and are not, bot are of the synagogue of Satan. Fear not 
for these things thow art to suffer; behold, it shall come to pass, 
that the devill shall cast some of yow into prisone that ye may 
be tryed; and ye shall have tribulatione?| ten dayis. Be thow faith- 
full unto the deathe, and I will give ye the croune of lyff. Come, 
come [quickly,] Lord Jesus. Amen.’” 


The thrid day of October wes directit from Perthe a lybellit 
summonds, at the instance of the King’s Advocat, againes the pris- 
souneris of Blaknes, and the rest in thair prissounes of Dumbartan, 
Stirling, and Doune,’ chairgeing thame personally to compear be- 
foir the Lordis of Secreit Counsel at Edinbruche the 24 day of 
October instant, to heir and sie it be found and declarit that they 
haiff verie contemptuously and seditiouslie conveinit and assemblit 
tham selves, and proceidit in thair said actioune, the tyme foirsaid ; 


1 The authorised version, “ rich.” 2 Omitted in Univ. MS. This is 
another instance of the carelessness with which such transcripts were formerly made. 
3 Ady. MSS. “ Dundie.” 
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and, thairfoir, the said Assemblie, and approbatioune thairof, decer- 
nit and declairit unlawfull, and so to be reput, holding, and esteimit 
in all tymes cumeing; and thai to be punischit in thair persones 
and guidis for thair unlawfull conveining, holding, and appoynting 
of the samyne. In the meantyme, persaifing that it wes spokin 
plainelie, and evill-takin with, by all the Ministeris, that the Gene- 
rall Assemblies wer to be uttirly ovirthrowin, and nevir a frie one 
to be permittit againe, it wes thought meitt that a Generall As- 
semblie sould be appoyntit and proclaimed be the Kingis Majestie 
to tak away and remove that offence, and yit to keip his rycht, as 
thought no Assemblie wer lawfull, or could be keipit without his 
appointment or ordinance. The day wes appoyntit to be the last 
Tuysday of July, but in quhat yeir, nevir a word; and sua the 
Greik Calendis and Englische proclamatioune, in matter and lan- 
gwedge, givin at Hamptoun Court, and printed at Edinburghe by 
Robert Charteres. 

- The Britherine from all their wardes and prissounes, compeiring 
befoir the Counsell at Edinbruche the 24 of October,! gaiv in first 
thair Supplicatioune to the Counsell, as followis : 


“THE SUPPLICATIOUN OF THE MINISTERIS, IN WARD, TO THE 
LORDIS OF SECREIT COUNSELL. 


. “My Lordis off Secreit Counsell, unto your Lordschipis humblie 
meines and schawis,? We, the Ministeres of the Gospell of Jesus 
Chryst, quho hes bein callit befoir your Lordschipis, and now im- 
prissouneit by the space of threttein weekis, for conveineing in our 
Generall Assemblie, haldin at Aberdein the last Tuysday of July 
last by past: That forsuameikle as we are chairgit, de novo, to com- 
peir personallie befoir your Lordschipis at Edinbruche, the 24 of 
October instant, to heire and sie it found and declairit, that we 
haiff very contemptuouslie and seditiouslie conveinit and assemblit 


1 Ady. MSS. erroneously “ July.” 2 Complain and shew, 
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ourselffis, and proceidit in our actiounes in the said Assemblie ; 
and, thairfoir, the samyn Assemblie, and approbatioune thairoff, de- 
cernit and declairit unlawfull ; as in the summoundis execut againes 
us thairannent at mair lenth is conteineit. Quhilk forme of sum- 
moundis and proceidingis befoir your Lordschipis againes us, is al- 
togidder prejudiciall to the authorized authoritie of the Kirk of 
Scotland, and contrair to the laudabill order observit within this 
realme: Because it is of veritie that, by the Word of God, Disci- 
pline of the Kirk of Scotland, actis of Parliament maid in favouris 
of the samyn, and practeis since the Reformatioune of Religioune, 
that all spirituall matteris anent Doctrine and Discipline hes bein 
and aught to be cognoscit and judgit by the Kirk allennirlie, as the 
maist competent Judge thairoff, as a matter spirituall : And trew it 
is, that the lawfullnes, approbatioune, and dissallowance of a Gene- 
rall Assemblie, and the proceidingis thairoff, is a matter spirituall ; 
the Generall Assemblie following hes allowit ever, or disallowit, as 
they haiff found just occasioun or cause, and the Assemblie’s pro- 
ceidingis and thingis done or allowit thairin, as it is evident in the 
Generall Assemblie holdin at Dundie in the year 1597, quhilk de- 
elairit and allowit the preceiding Assemblie holdin at Perthe, and 
proceidingis thairoff, to be lawfull, his Majestie being present at 
baith : 2. Because it is expresselie sett doun in his Majestie’s lait 
proclamatioune annent the Generall Assemblie to be holdin at 
Dundie the last Tuysday of July, that his Majestie expectit repa- 
ratioune of dissorderis, that iff thair be any thrie of your Lord- 
schipis sall proceid againes us, for the caus above specifeit, your 
Lordschipis may give occasioune to confound the Ecclesiasticall and 
Civill Jurisdictioune, quhilk hiddertill hes bein and are by lawis 
and practeis happelie distinguischit, to the great peice and unitie of 
this realme, praisit be the name of God thairfoir! And iff we haiff 
ony wayis transgressit againes any civill lawis, we offir our selvis 
maist willingly to be judgit and tryit conforme to the order and 
forme practeisit amongis his Majestie’s subjectis within this realme, 
the dewtie allwayis, and the transgressioune of our office, being re- 
mittit to the Judge Ordiner. Heirfoir we most humblie beseik 
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your Lordschipis maist earnestlie, in the name of Jesus Chryst, 
quho sall judge quick and deid, to remitt the said caus and tryall 
thairoff to the said Generall Assemblie, as only Judge competent 
thairto, and to dimitt us in peice, that we may attend on our call- 
ingis : According to all equitie and reassoune, and your Lordschipis 
answer heirunto we maist earnestlie and humbilly beseik; and so 
meikle the mair, becaus we haiff givin unto your Lordschipis diverse 
Supplicatiounes hereanent of before, and hes ressavit no answer 
hithirtill as yit.” 


This Supplicatioune, being givin [in] and read, wes aluttirlie! re- 
jectit and refuissit ; and the Britherine urgit to answer to the libell, 
by the Kingis Advocat, his accusar; and, thairfoir, thai wer con- 
strainit to refuse the Judicatorie,? formally, and gaiff in the De- 
clynatore following, undir all thair handis :~ 


THE DECLYNATOURE. 


“My Lordis of Secreit Counsell, unto your Lordschipis: Pleas 
your Lordschipis, the approbatioune and allowance of ane Generall 
Assemblie hes bein and sould be a matter and caus spirituall, and 
allwayis cognoscit and judgeit by the Kirk, as Judge thairoff com- 
petent, within this realme. And sieing we are callit befor your 
Lordschipis, to heire and sie it to be fund and declairit that we 
haiff verie seditiousely and contemptuouselie convenit and assemblit 
ourselffis in a Generall Assemblie at Abirdein, &c.; and, thairfoir, 
the said Assemblies, and the approbatioune thairof, to be declarit 
and decernit unlawfull, as at mair lenth is conteinit in the said 
summoundis execute againes us thairannent, We, in consideratioune 
of the premisses, and other reassounes to be givin in by us, hes just 
caus to declyne your Lordschipis Judgment, as nowayis competent 
in the caus above specifeit ; and by thais presentis, we doe simpli- 


1 Altogether. 2 Decline the jurisdiction of the Privy Council. 
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citer declyne the same, sieing we are maist willing to submitt our 
selff to the tryall of the Generall Assemblie, quhilk is only Judge 
competent, by thir presentis, subscryvit with our handis as followis, 
the 24 of October 1605. 


“ Mr JoHNE FORBES. Mr CuHar es FERME.! 
Mr JoHNE WELSCHE. Mr JoHNE MONROE. 
Mr Rosert Durie. Mr James Irvine.’ 
Mr ANDREW DUNCANE. Mr Wa. Fores. 
Mr ALEx. STRAUCHANE. Mr JoHNE Rosse. 
Mr JOHNE SCHARPE. Mr Ropert YOUNGSONE. 
Mr JaMeEs GREGG. Mr Natuan INGLIsHE.”? 


Nevirtheles of this Declynatoure, the Counsell findis thame 
selffis Judgis, and urgis thame to answer to the lybell. The Brith- 
erine, undir protestatioune, and adhering allwayis to thair Declyna- 
toure, answeris at lenth by wrytt, proveing the lawfullnes of thair 
Assemblie, purging thame of all contempt and seditioun, and offir- 
ing them to prove the indorsatioune and executioune of the chairge 
givin in againes thame be the Kingis Commissiouner, the Laird of 
Lawristoune. Notwithstanding thairoff, the Counsell givis out 
sentance againes the Assembly, and thame quho wer the holderis 
thairof, conforme to the summondis, and remittis the prissouneris 
to thair wairding-places. 


In this meintyme, thair wes apprehendit a famous excommuni- 
cat, foirfaultit, and perverting Papist, namit Mr Gilbert Broome, 
Abbot of New Abbay, quho, evir since the Reformatioune of Reli- 
gioun, had conteinit in ignorance and idolatrie allmost the haill 
South-west pairtis of Scotland, and had bein continowallie occupyit 
in practiseing againes the Religioune. This man, being [bot one 
night |‘ keipit in Blaknes, fellow-prissouner with the Britherine of 
the Ministerie, wes transportit to the Castell of Edinbruche, quhair 


' Fairholme. ? Ady. MSS., erroneously, “‘ Garbane.” 


° Inglis. 
‘Not in Uniy. MS. 
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he wes liberallie intertained upoun the Kingis expensses, and ane’ 
of his speciall freindis licensed to com and goe to him at his plesoure; 
and, in end, haiffing all his guidis restorit to him, evin his idola- 
trous relictis, crosses, Agnus Dei, &c., wes set at libertie, and per- 
mitted to imbarque and goe to France, not without great suspi-’ 
tioun, and appearing to say messe in Edinbruche, and greatly feared 
and supported to be reall; for the nicht befoir his departoure, boith 
his messe-clothes and chellis,! &c., wes fund and takin by the Bail- 
lies. This wes very evill-takin off by all guid men, as seming to 
be done in despyt of the Ministeris deteinit so long in that foull 
hous and dungeoun of Blacknes, upon thair own excessive costis: 
and expenssis. 


The Parliament of England wes to sitt downe the 9 of Novem- 
ber, the year of God 1605; a few dayes befoir the quhilk wes de- 
tectit ane horribill Conspiracie of Catholict Papistis, quho had un- 
dermyndit the Parliament Hous, and had laid in ane hudge quan- 
titie of gunpowder, haiffing ane of thair number, named Gwy Faux, 
reddilie attending with a sett traine and prepairit lount? and match, 
to haiff blawin all the Hous in the aire, immediatly eftir the King, 
Quein, Prince, and Nobillis, with the haill Estaitis, had bein con- 
veinit to heir the Kingis oratioune, the first day of the Parliament. 
The newis of this movit all guid men to think that the King wald 
haiff left off the persuit of the puire Ministeris in boith the realmes, 
and requyring thair prayeris and praiseing of God in thair Congre- 
gatiounes, and amongis thair flockis, for so gryt a deliverance: But 
the effect thairof declairit the contrairie; for not only wes thair no 
reliveing, but a insisting moir eagerlie and fiercelie, boith be pen 
and tungue, saying, The Papistis wes seiking his lyff, indeid, but 
the Ministeris wes seiking his Crowne, deirer to him nor his lyff! 
And so, expresse chairge wes sent home to the Counsell, namely, 
to the Chanceler, Secretar, Advocat, Comptroller, Officeris of the 
Estaite, to put the Ministeris to ane asyse or jurie upon ane dittay 


1 Chalice, communion cup. 2 Match of slow fire. 
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of treassoune, because of the Declynatoure of the quhilk, these foir- 
namit Counselleris, directit, for feir of inabilitie to effectuat so hard 
a matter, as to dress a Judge and assysse with all thingis neidfull 
to gett thame convictit, and brought undir the compas of the law; 
and, thairfoir, pairtlie for that and pairtlie for the Kingis occupa- 
tiounes annent the conspiracie, the matter tuik ane delay till the 
first moneth of the new yeir, 1606. 


M.DC.VI. 

The first newis we heard, in the new yeir, wes the comming 
doune from Court of tuo great Counselleris, to witt, the Erles of 
Marr and Dumbar. Thair home-comeing was thought to be for 
great matteris; but all, in end, tendit to put the Ministeres warded 
in Blacknes to ane assyse, quhilk wes done on the Friday, the tenth 
of Januar. ; 

The Erle of Dumbar sent for ane of the Ministeres of his best 
and antient accquantance, to quhom he regraitit heavilie his imploy- 
ment and present service he wes about; and, thairfoir, requeisted 
most earnestlie the said Minister to tak the paines as to goe and deall 
with the prissouneris of Blacknes, and to sie iff thai wald condiscend, 
and it wer” to never so lycht a confessioun of fault, and coming in 
the Kingis will thairfoir; and he sould imploy his credit to the ut- 
tirmost for pleasing the King and paciefieng him. The Minister, 
glaid to haive the occasioun to talk with his Britherine, and sie how 
God wrought with thame, being wairnit that thai were to be put 
to ane assyse, past to the Blacknes, and all that nycht commouned 
with the prissouners, and leivit no argument, that he could heir or 
invent, unusit, to assay thair constancie; but thai stuid firme as a 
rock, breking and repulseing all the waves that Boreas could blow 
out of the sea againes thame: And so, eftir thair most comfortabill 
excercise of the Word and prayer, went to bed; but being on thair 
morneing sleipe, (haiffing put off muche of the nicht with guid ex- 
eercise of reassouneing, reiding, and prayer,) thai ar awakened with 


1 Adv. MSS. “ Thursday.” ? If it were. 
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the sound of a trumpet of the Guard, cum from Linlithgow to con- 
voy the prissouneris befoir the Counsell, quhilk the Livetennent of 
the Guard said wald sitt doun befoir day-lycht, and thairfoir be- 
hoveit to mak haste. Thai made ready, and callit to God, and so 
come to Linlythgow by the sunne-riseing, and wer brought the 
hie-way to the Palace, quhair the Counsell wes most full and fre- 
quent sitting. The Erle of Lithgow, quho keipit hous in the Pa- 
lace, and quhois wyf wes ane obstinat Papist, ressavit thame verie 
courteousely, and caussit thame be convoyit into ane chalmer; quhair, 
eftir guid intertainement, thair assemblit a guid number of the Mi- 
nisterie from all pairtis, and wer permittit to call to God, and to 
consult togidder with the prissouneris. 

Mr Johne Forbes, Moderator of the Presbyterie of Abirdeine, 
being Moderator, according to his office, said, “ Indeed, thair hes 
been money sessiounes of Generall Assemblies rarer then this wes.” 
Thair wes a great deiling, by dyverse Counselleres and utheris, usit 
to break thame, quhy, and in quhat reassoune; but all in vaine. 

Thaireftir the Counsell directit expresselie the Lordis of New- 
bottill, Quhittinghame, Blantyre, the Lord Little Justice,' to reas- 
soune with the Ministeres conveinit, that thai mycht bring the Mi- 
nisteres, prissouneris, to ane submissioune, but in vaine. Then they 
sent the same again, with diverse utheris, and namely the Advocat, 
to accquant us with the proces, and assure us that it wald proceid 
to thair convictioune; thairfoir, and the said Advocat, with diverse | 
utheris men of law, that professit gryt freindschippe and favoure to 
the Ministeris, [and possessit the samyne, |” sic as Mr Thomas Craig, 
Mr William Oliphant, were instant’ with the Breither to pas from 
the Declinatour, pro loco et tempore; assuring thame that it wald 
be no wayis prejudiciall to the Kirk, thair caus, or thameselffis, to 
use it againe quhen they pleassit; and so, iff thai wald pas from 
the Assemblie and Declinatoure, the Counsell wald pas from all 
the proces and present persuit, and the prissouneris sould goe frie. 
This movit many of the Bretherin present, haifing a grytter cair, 


1 The Justice-depute. 2 Ady. MSS. 3 Ib. “ earnest.” 
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-and being in a greitter feir for the present, to be put in perrill and 
danger of thair lyvis nor! the prissouneris thameselffis, quho wer 
‘most resolvit; and sua we craifit a space to consult togider, that 
the Counsell mycht haiff ane answer. ; 

Thair wes gryt reassouneing to and fro amonges us, and the 
matter was thought to be of sua gryt importance concerneing the 
haill Kirk, that it wes hard for. thame quho wer thair to jeopard? 
it; and, thairfoir, thought it meit to direct of that number certaine 
to the Counsell to crave a tyme to communicat*® with the Presby- 
‘teries of the Province; and that, efter advyce, resolute answer 
mycht be givin to the Counsell. So halff ane dussane of the Bri- 
therine past to the Counsell, quhilk thai fand sitting verie orderely 
and magnificly in the Chappell of the Palice; and eftir proponeing 
of the matter they wer removit, and within a schort spaice callit in 
againe, and ressavit a plaine Nolumus. The quhilk being repeittit 
to the Breitherine, the Moderator, Mr Johne Forbes, Mr Johne 
Welsche, with the rest of the prissouneris, with gryt confidence, 
said, That thai saw that the Lord had callit thame that day to give 
ane testimonie of the libertie of the kingdome of Jesus Chryst, and 
to stand to his Croun againes the usurpatioune and the pryd of 
men: Quhairat thai wer not affrayed, but exceiding glad and co- 
ragious ; only besought the Britherine to give thame thair advyce 
that thai hurt not the caus, haiffing no respect to any thing that 
could befall thame, in compaire of that. The Britherine, sieing 
thair constancie, courage, and resolutioun, glorified God ; and quhill 
as thai wer confirmeing thame by thair uniforme assent and prayer, 
it wes schawin thame by the Livetennent of the Guard that the 
Judge, assistit by the haill Counsell, wes sett in the Tolbuithe, the 
place of publict judgment of the town, attending the prissouneris 
presenting. . 

Thus, the haill Britherine accompanieit the prissouneris to the 
Judgement-hous, quhair the prissouneris of Blacknes, being callit, 
enterit within the barr upon the pannell, quhair the Justice Clerk- 


1 Than. 2 Hazard, risk. 3 Uniy. MS. ‘ eonvocat.” 
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deput schew thame that thai wer indyttit thair for treassouu_com- 
mittit againes the Kingis Majestie, and so red thair libellit dittay ; 
and being inquyrit, Quhat advocat thai wald- haiff “to speik for: 
thame ? they desyrit Mr Thomas Craig and Mr Williame Oliphant ‘ 
quho being callit for, it wes reportit that thai wald not. plead for 
thame: Thairfoir, it behovith thame to tak’sic as wald, to witt, Mr 
Thomas Gray, ane old man, weill-willing, but not skillfull, and ane. 
uther young man, quho nevir befoir pleadit any caus befoir the 
Justice, yit provit notably weill,.as moved by God for that effect ; 
in whose actione nothing wes missed that the best could have done. 
This was Mr Thomas Hope, quho conquisit to himself that day the 
estimatioune both of a guid man and of a guid advocat. Mr Thomas 
Hammuiltoun, the Kingis Advocat, in accusing, kythed! gryt sophis-. 
trie, craft, and evill-will, schrewdlie convoyit with eloquence, boith 
in oratioun and actioune. The substance of his accusatioune wes 
concludit in this syllogisme: 

“ Quhosoevir, in quhatsoevir caus, declynis the Kingis and Coun- 

sellis Judicatour, incurris the guiltines and paine of treassoun : 
Bot thais upoun the pannall hes treassonabillie declynit the 
King and Counsellis Judicatorie : Ergo, thai haive incurrit the 
guiltines and paine of treassoun.” 

The propositioune he provit by the actis of parliament haldin at 
Edinbruche in May 1578.? To the quhilk it wes answerit : 1. That 
the mynd of the act wes not to mak all declinatouris guiltie of treas- 
soun ; for it is acknawledgit most lawfull and orderlie done, to de- 
elyne the Secreit Counsell in civill matteris or criminall actiounes, 
as not Judgis competent, and draw thame to the Sessioune, Shereffis, 
and Justices; and sua maist lawfull in matteris ecclesiastick, to 
declyne the same Counsell, and cleave to the Generall Assemblie, 
and Inferior Synodis and Presbyteries : 2d/y, That act and the haill 
force thairof wes abrogatt and takin away, and repellit expresselie, 
by a posterior act in the parliament haldin at Edinbruche in the 
yeir 1592, in sua far as concernes matteres of heresie, doctrine, 


1 Showed, manifested. 2 Adv. MSS. “1584.” 
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sacramentis, excommunicatioune, or discipline of the Kirk: Bot sua 
it is to judge of the lawfullnes or unlawfullnes thairof is a speciall 
poynt of discipline; yea, that quhilk keipit Doctrine, Sacramentis, 
and Discipline, and all in order, and quhilk keipit all uncorruptit. 
3dly, That the act buire the incurring of the paine of treassoune, 
quhilk paine can never be inflictit unles the fault be fund treassoun- 
abill be law; but so it is that thair is no law defyneing the decly- 
natour of ane incompatiabill Judge to be treassoune. After long 
reassouneing of the Advocatis ultro citroque' upon this poynt, the 
Judge gois to ane interlocutor, quhilk wes dumbe and tacit, asking 
every ane of the Counsell assistinglie and secreitlie, in thair ears, 
thair judgment ;? and thaireftir pronunces, by the uniforme con- 
sent of the haill Counsell and Lordis thair present assisting him, 
the propositioune wes fund relevant, and the ansueris maid repellit. 
At the pronunceing quhairoff, the Erle of Marr and two Lordis 
with him, viz., Halyrudehous and the Collector, Mr Johne Pres- 
toune, answeris him, “ Say not all, my Lord; for thair ar heir 
that ar not, nor nevir wilbe, of that judgment !” 

So it com to the assumptioune, quhilk the Advocat said was evi- 
dent be the Declinator, givin in and subscryvit with thair handis, 
and red; merkand, that they treassounabilly declynit the King and 
Counsellis Judicatour.2? To the quhilk the pannall maid answer, 
That thai had not declynit the Kingis Majestie’s Judicatore, but 
the Counselis only ; that thai wer evir, and wald be glaidlie con- 
tent to be judgit be his Majestie and the Generall Assemblie, or 
his Majestie, being mor with the Generall Assemblie ; and had evir 
professit and had offerit thamselvis, lykeas presentlie they offer and 
professe thamselvis, in their bodies and guidis, and quhat they had, 
to be in no othir rank or conditioune then any uthir subject; but, 
in all humilitie, to be judgit, and submitt thamselves, according to 
the lawis and commone ordour of the realme ; craifing no immunitie 
or priviledge, as Papistis doe, only that, according to the Word of 

1 From one side to the other, backwards and forwards. ace Inithat judge- 


ment.” Univ. MS. 3 Adv. MSS. “ whilk was declared, that they had de- 
clyned the King’s Councill Judicature, and the King, treasonablie.” 
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God and lawis of the realme, they had distinguischit the civill and 
ecclesiasticall jurisdictioun, and so had evir keipit tham distinct in 
all quyetnes and guid order: The matteres of the Kirk may be 
judgit and cognosced by the Kirk in hir Assemblies, the quhilk wes 
alseweill ratified and confirmit by the lawis of the realme as any 
uthir Judicatore wes. Nixt, quhairas he assumit treasounabillie, 
that wes evill logick and sophistrie, assumeing moir nor wes pro- 
pouned ; seeing, neither the propositioun nor alleadgit act for prove- 
ing thairoff conteinit that word “treasonabillie declynis.” 3dly, 
Naither wald he be abill to prove that Declinatore treasonabill. 
And, last, the pannell desyrit to mak a declaratioun upon thair owne 
Declynatore, quhilk wes then grantit to thame, evin to dytt the 
same to the Clarke at thair awin pleasure; lyk as the haill reas- 
souneing, in effect, and proces, wes sett downe and dyttit' by the 
Advocatis hine inde. 

' Thaireftir the Judge and Syse or Jurie wes callit; againes the 
quhilk thair wes no exceptioune usit, because they wer all uncertain? 
to the pannell and their advocattis ; yit thair wes gryt feir of caus, 
as they knew thaireftir; for sum of thame wes debosched horneris,’ 
as wes the Laird of Craigihall, Chancellour of that Assyse ; uthiris 
knawin Papistis, as Mark Swintoun and‘ Innerkeithing ; and sume 
had suitis at Court, the Lairds of Caridine and Polwart; utheris 


- mein men, easilie conduceit or terrified ; but, as it is said, they wer 


unknawin, and nevir heard off befoir they wer presently nominat. 
Eftir thair oath takine solemnelie, conforme to the order, the Advo- 
cate did informe, perswad thame, and terrifie thame very shrewdlie, 
that the Judge had alreadie provine the propositioune of thair accu- 
satioune, that it wes treassoune to declyne the King and Counselis 
judgment ; so, only the second part remainit for thame to judge 
upoun it and finde, to witt, iff the prissouneris quho wer thair pre- 
sent on the pannellis had declynit, quhilk was ane easie thing to be 
judgit and decernit, in sa far as thair Declmatoure, undir thair awin 


1 Ady. MSS. “ dictat.” 2 Tb. “unknown.” 3 Persons denounced at 
the King’s horn. The Adv. MSS. reads “ whorers.” MTG. ota 
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handis, wes thair present befoir the Judge; unto the quhilk they 
thameselvis stood so, that. of all rycht, necessitie, and duetie, thai 
behovit to fyle! thame; and iff thai did not so, he wald protest 
againes thame for errour wilfullie committit, and so thair lyf, landis, 
~ and guidis, to fall in the Kingis handis. 

‘On the uthir pairt, the Advocat for thais of the pannell dischairgit 
ane honest duetie, warneing the Assysse, weightilie, to remember 
the defences usit; quhilk he resumit schortlie and plainlie, that thai 
sould judge equitabillie, rychtlie, and trewlie, and not efter alledgit 
lawis, not onlie repellit and abrogat in that pairt, but also odious, 
maid in a violent tyme, and not weill groundit; againes the quhilk, 
at the verie tyme of thair proclameing at the mercat-crosse of Edin- 
bruche, Mrs Robert Pont and Walter Balcanquall, Ministeris, in 
name of the haill Kirk, by publict dissassenting, tuike instrumentis 
and documentis of thair dissassenting, in the handis of Mr George 
Nicolsoune,? nottar-publict, that thai sould feir the great and 
rychteous God, and his Sonne Jesus Chryst, quho salbe the great 
Judge of the world; and, finallie, to remember thair conscience and 
thair honor and estimatione in the contrie and Kirk of God, in the 
Ministerie quhairof these Ministeris had servit many yeiris with 
great approbatioune and prais of all. To the quhilk also thais upon 
the pannell, namelie, Mr Johnne Forbes and Mr Johnne Welsche, 
to quhom the rest gave the place of speich, spake very powerfully 
and unveighingly. 

Mr Johnne Forbes rememberit thame of the ee ee of Faith, 
quhairin the Discipline, Jurisdictione, and haill Order of the Kirk, 
wes conteinit, quhilk the King, his Councill, and haill Nobilitie, and 
honourable Estates of the land, had sworne and subscryvit, and by 
the publict chairge givine to all the Ministeris of the land, hes causit 
the gentillmen and every parischiner of the parische to sweire and. 
subscryve; the quhilk also, by Solemne Covenant, the King him- 
selff, Estaites, and all rankis of the realme, had received and renewit. 
“Now,” sayis he, “ tak heid, that ye, gentillmen, haiffing the re- 


! Find them guilty. 2 Ady. MSS. “ Mackiesone.” 
4 





os 


1606.7" . MR JAMES MELVILL’S DIARY. 625 


putatioune of guid Christianes, be not notabillie perjurit, in decerne- 
ing that it be treassoune againes us, for pleising or feir of any man, 
quhilk ye haiff sworne and subscryvit to profess, mantein, and de- 
fend to your uttirmost!” And, thairwithall, taking the same Con- 
fessioun of Faith in print out of his pockett, the oath quhairof is 
maist feirfullie conceivit, he red the same distinctlie and moveing- 
lie ; and thaireftir directit his speich to the Nobillmen and Coun- 
selleres thair presentlie sitting in judgement, he gaive thame ane 
maist grave admonitioune, with horribill threateningis, and appell- 
inge the Erle of Dumbar in particular, abjureis him to report the 
admonitioune, quhilk, of necessarie urgent duetie, it behoveth him 
to direct to the Kingis Majestie. So, at great lenth, he recompteit 
the historie of the Oath and Covenant quhilk Josua and the people 
maid with the Gibeonitis; the quhilk, becaus that Saul, King of 
Issrael, did brek and violat, longe eftir his death the Lord forgott it 
not, but plagued the land in the days of David, till the haill sonnes 
and posteritie of Saull wer takine and hangit up befoir the sone, 
and so he and his alluttirly rootit out. The quhilk, maist pithilie 
reassouneing from les to moir, he applyit to the King ; and thairon, 
directing the admonitioun and threitneing most terribill, maide all 
the heireris astonischit, and their hairis to stand ! 

So the Assyse past out of the place of judgment and enterit in 
ane hous below; quhair they remainit inclosit with the Justice 
Clarke above sex houris, great contradictioun being betuix the 
‘Assyseris ; and, in end, be the cleire and earnest reassouneing of 
Johnne Liveingstoune of Dunipace, in favouris of the prissouneris 
on the pannell, all wer about once to absolve thame: Quhilk being 
espeyit, thair wes great dealing usit with the Assysseris, in parti- 
cular, by promises and threatenings; and especially by this argu- 
ment, that thair wes no harme nor dangeris of death meined againes 
thais Ministeris, but only that the King behovit to be pleasourit in 
the matter, and then all sould goe weill. Nevertheles, in end, six 
of the gentilmen, Assysseris, absolvit sémpliciter, and the uthir nyne 
wer induceit to fyle;! and so the Chancelloure of the Syse,’ com- 


1! Find guilty. 2 The foreman of oe or jury. 
R 
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peiring in judgement, pronunceit that the Assyse, be moniest voitis,' 
did fyle thame. Quhairupon the Laird of Dunipace, as befoir he 
went doune, so then he spak furth plainelie, that he absolvit and 
clengit? thame as cleine, not only of all treassoun, but also honnest 
Ministeres of Christ, and guid subjectis to the King. 

The Judge, continowing the sentence doome to the tyme that 
his Majestie’s will and pleasoure sould be knawin, ordainit the pris- 
souneris, attentit? and convict, to be returneit to thair waird and 
straitlie keipit, that no man sould be admittit to thame.* Niverthe- 
les, the Britherine imbracit ane ane-uthir, and thankit God for his 
present assisting with thame in the haill actioune, and convoying 
with thame to thair Palice chamber; and as the Britherine of the 
Ministerie present returnit from the Palice to thair ludgingis, ten 
houris in the night soundit; and the peiple said, “ Certainely this 
wes a worke of darknes, to mak Chrystis faithfull Ministeres tra- 
touris to the King! God grant he be niver in greater dangeris nor 
off sic traitouris !”° 

On the morne, diverse of the Britherine of the Ministerie con- 
voyed them back againe to the Blacknes ; quhair, with thankisgiv- 
ingis, prayeris, and many teiris, thai left thame glader and mair con- 
firmit in the caus nor evir befoir; rejoyceing greatlie that God, be 
this actioun, had cleirit the caus to the knawledge and conscience 
of all men, moir nor off befoir, and that he had honorit his servantis 
with a plaine and constant testimonie givin thairunto. 


The Synodis throughout the realme wes, by the Kingis direc- 
tioune, appoyntit all to be conveinit and haldine within the moneth 
of Februare nixt; quhair answeris wer to be givine in to certaine 
Articles proponit be his Majestie. They follow, as they wer givin 
out :— 


1 Majority of votes. 2 Acquitted; found clean or innocent. 3 Attainted. 
4 Ady. MSS. ‘‘ have access to speak to them.” > Than of such traitors. 
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ARTICLES TO BE PROPONEIT TO THE SYNODIS OF THE 
* PROVINCES FROM THE KINGIS MAJESTIE. 


“ That nothing be alterit that wes done in the Generall Assem- 
blies quhairat his Majestie wes present thairin. 

“That Bisschopis sall have full jurisdictioun ovir the Ministeris, 
undir his Majestie. 

“That the Commissioneris of the Generall Assemblie be not 
alterit. 

“ That thair be no appellatioune from thame to the Generall 
Assemblie. 

“ That the King be acknawledgit suprem reuler of the Kirk un- 
dir Christ ; and that from him the power of Ministeris assembling 
and spirituall meitingis doe lawfully flow.” 


These inflamit a certaine Brother of the Synod of Fyff,! being 
undir Godis scharpe correcting hand, out of the midis of his paines, 
to wryt to the Synod, conveinit at Couper, as follows: 


[MR JAMES MELVILL’S LETTER TO THE SYNOD OF FIFE. | 


Stand fast in the libertie quhairwith Chryst hes maid us frie, and 
be not intanglit againe with the yocke of bondage.” 


“YT had niver so great a desyre to be with yow in a Synodall As- 
semblie, deir Britherine, and wes niver withhaldin with stronger 
cordis of seiknes, sairnes, and manifald inabilities, to my great and 
hevie regrait: For quhen I percive my miserabill dayis to consume 
in vyanitie and vexatioune, Alace! said I, sall I not be refreschit in 
the Assemblies of the Lordis servantis, and in the presens and 


1 The Author here alludes to himself, in his usual modest and unpretending man- 
ner. He has not, throughout the course of this Continuation, spoken of himself in the 
first person ; and it is by no meansimprobable that the fear of future annoyance, to him- 
self or his family, induced him to write with such extreme reserve. 2 Gal iv. 1. 
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lycht of his countinance? Sall I not sie thame conveinit, and fencit 
in the name of Jehovah,! (in quhom all the hous of Israell is lettin 
to knaw, for a suertie, that the Lord hes maid him boith Lord and 
Chryst!) with prayer and invocatioune, with precheing, holie, solid, 
armed, and grave eloquence of that hevinlie vertue of God, con- 
cerneing the rueling of Discipline, Ordering, and Governement of 
the Kirk; so cleir in Scripture, and so plaine in storie; so allowit 
and lovit of all wrytteris, anchient and moderne; so profitabill for 
unitie and sinceritie againes all sortis of heresies, schismes, and con- 
fusiounes in our fourtie-six yeiris experience ; the lyff of our soulis ; 
the glorie of the Kirk and kingdom; in sua far as it is the meinis 
to reteine Jesus Chryst, by the force of his Comforter, to be resi- 
dent amongis us,” the gall of our enemies; and as uttered so ressa~- 
vit by all godly approbatiounes and applauses of our affectiounes, 
studie and zeall, and with your® indeavoure to keip and maintaine 
the same; yea, even zealous least any jott thairoff sould fall in 
haulting, and so be turnit out of the way. Quhen I remember so 
mony guid Britherine, all as one man, mycht be for the Lord,* in 
veritie,® charitie, wysdome, and moderatioune, cair, feire, fastnes, 
conscience,® [and] guid order, my verie heart brustis for my un- 
thankfullnes, that sould depryve and bereave me of my greitest 
confort on earth! But all the wayis of the Lord are mercie and 
truth to thame that love him, and are in his covenant-mercy in for- 
giveing of sines, and truth in keiping his faithfull promis of grace : 
So this my absence, according to the order, excerciseit,’ is but my 
dwetie as yit not dischairgit. 

“ T heir [rumors] of a strange gnaverie® of Articles to be presentit 
from his Majestie to all our present services ;° bot verilie, I neither 
will, nor can I belive it to be true. Quhat? Is it possibill that a most 
Chrystiane King, liveing '° our Kirk and realme in a settlit Religioune 
and Policie, himselff and all his subjectis standing fast bund to God 


' Adv. MSS. “ Jesus Christ.” Ib. “ to be President, present amongst us.” 
3 Ib. “ with open.” 4 Jb. reads more properly, “ meit before the Lord.” 
5 Tb. “ unitie.” 6 Jb. “ constancie.” 7 Ib. “ execute.” 8 7b. ‘‘ rumors.” 
‘* Gnaverie” seems here to imply dexterous shifting, from Lat. gnavus. 9 Ib. 
« Synods.” 10 Leaving’. nidieae 


1606. MR JAMES MELVILL’S DIARY. 629 


by a most Solemne Covenant, sworne and subscryvit throughout 
the land, [and after so many promises and protestationes not to be 
meaned alterationes,'] propoune Articles for ranversing? and turne- 
ing of all upsyd doune? Now, put the cais that sum Commissioun- 
eris will stand up and affirme® that thais Articles are from his Ma- 
jestie, signit with his awin hand, and sett furthe, yit I think that thair 
is no earnest truth in thame ;* but sum such wyse and godlie policie, 
such as wes commended in the Emperour Constant, the father of 
Constantine the Great, quho, willing to mak a sure proof and tryall 
of the truth and religioune of his servandis, chairgit thame with 
plaine Pagannisme, that thai sould professe the samen for thair Re- 
ligioune, or elis* to abandoun his Court, and quyt thame of thair 
offices ; but finding sum redie to foirfault and losse all or® they leive 
thair Religioune, he takis thais for sure servantis and freindis, and re- 
jectis the rest, as sic as could nocht be true to the Emperoure quho 
wes not true to thair God in thair Religioune. For, thinkis ony man 
uthirwayis, or that sua wyse and godly a King wald evir propoune 
to the Synodis of Scotland [thais poyntis of plaine Papistrie, and hes 
not the pulpits of Scotland,’] thais fourtie yeiris bygone, soundit as 
mychtily * againes the Pope’s supremacie, againes the Jurisdictioune 
of a Pastor above a Pastor, againes tyrannie, usurpatioune of the 
power and libertie of the Kirke, [sould propone plaine poyntis of 
Papistrie that wes declareing againes all these, and all the pulpitis 
within the land crying out againes it, as againes” | the Antichristian- 
isme errouris; yea, baith pulpitis and scoollis hes bein moir againes 
that, yea, moir fierce nor againes meritis,° messes, and purgatorie ! 
Can this be true and earnest deiling? No” possibill, unles they 
think it to be ane draught of Circe’s disch to turne us, Ve / omnes, 
at ane instant from men to swyne, and from preceise Pricheris to 
renunce our faith at the view off ane Article cam from Court, and 


becum apostate renegatis. 


1 Omitted in Univ. MS. 2 Overturning. Fr. renverser. 3 Adv. MSS. 
“ assume.” 4 Tb. <‘ to be therein.” 5 Else, otherwise. 6 Ere, before. 
7 Omitted in Ady. MSS. 8 Ib. ** some as it might be.” 9 Omitted in 


Univ. MS. 10 Adv. MSS. “ maitins.” 11 Not. 12 Ady. MSS. “ sent,” 
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“ Winalie, deir Britherine, if thair salbe fund any thing in the 
matter of effect, by quhatsumevir maner buskit! or borne upe, my 
judgement is, not to illud? it, but to put it aff to a Generall Assem- 
blie, as pertinent only thairto. Sed principiis obsta quam fortissime 
et diligentissime: For iff it pas without plaine controlment and gain- 
standing, it wilbe nixt among the Lordis of Articles in Parliament, 
to be sett doune for a law and a statut, befoir that evir it com 
to a Generall Assemblie, to advyse and conclud the same; and, 
thairfoir, give them a plaine Nolumus, detestamus, execramus, anathe- 
matizamus ! 

“First, then, I wald we sould doe the duetie of true Pricheris, 
Watchmen, and Sieris, to speik, wryt, [and] send to mak faithfull 
warneing and admonitioune, in all humilitie and love dew to them, 
[in the name of our Chryst to our Chrystiane Kynge: The quhilk 
being done, *] lett every ane prepair himselff for giveing our faithfull 
and constant testimonie, as it sall please God to chape* upon him, 
and call him out thairto, strenthening our selvis in the word and 
prayer, and in espeying® of the working off God with his awin ser- 
vandis, our deur Britherine, and, verilie, the tryel sall not haif passit 
all the Tribes of Israell quhen the Sone off Man sall be manifestit 
in his glorie! Let Herod and Pontius Pilat goe to;® let Lacinius 
and Julian assay thair witis, and doe all that the hand of God and 
his counsell hes apoyntit for’ the tryall of his Kirk; only the Lord 
look on thair threitneingis, and give them strenth, courage, and fri- 
dome, and language and spirit to uttir his truth, and stand to the 
samyn, not only in pannel and prissoune, bot even at the fyre® and 
at the scaffauld, iff it lyk the world to assay the same, [whereat 
they have been often warned by the patience of the saints.°] And, 
finaly, my deir Britherine, I wald haiff the Assemblie requeisting 
Mr Andro Melvill to wrytt to the Kingis Majestie fullie and cleir- 
lie!° of these Fyve Articles following : 


1 Decked, dressed out, disguised. 2 Elude. 3 Omitted in Adv. MSS, 
4 Chap ; literally to knock, as at a door. ° Ady. MSS. “ Inspyreing.” 
5 Tb. “ Agree.” 7 Ib. Concerning.” 8 Ib. “ Staick.” 9 Not in 


Uniy. MS. 10 Ady. MSS. “ Plainly.” 
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“First, That the Ministerie! of the Gospell is from Christ al- 
lenerlie, quhairof men (evin that beiris office in the Kirk) ar but 
witnesses. 

“9. That it is ane essentiall pairt of the office of the Ministerie 
to keip the Assemblies, for taking heid to the doctrine and maneris 
of thameselves mutuallie, and to thair flockis. 

“3. Thridlie, that diverse hunderith yeiris befoir thair wes ane 
Christiane Magistrat, thair wes maist flurisching Churches, quhair 
wer Pastouris, Doctoris, and Professouris, quho wes at home in 
thair families, and in utheris pairtis worschipped God togither ;? and 
quho keipit many famous, and frequent, and proffitabill Assemblies 
and Counsellis againes the first heretickis to represse thame. 

“4. That the space of threttie-two yeires befoir any expres and 
full ratificatioune in parliament, the Generall Assemblies of the 
Kirk of Scotland were bettir,* fuller, and greitter, and of mair auc- 
toritie nor syne. * 

“5, That the Gospell of peice brought peice and unitie® from 
deedlie warris in the Yle off Britane, and hes inriched and broucht 
foirward the same to the present perfectioune; but, unles it be 
keipeit in sinceritie, and Jesus Chryst suffirit to reigne friely, all 
the wittis of the world sall not be abill to keip it in unitie® and 
peice. 

“ Your Brothir, trewlie, ’ 
“ J[ ames] M[ELvILL.” | 


As soone as this Lettre wes red in the Synod, the Kingis Com- 
missiouner, Sir David Moray, laitly maid Lord of Scoone, desyrit 
to haiff it, for it behovit to be sent to the Kingis Majestie ; lykas, 
ressaiveing the same, he did post it away with all diligence, liveing 
the Assemblie bot a coppie thairof undir his subscriptioun. 

The fyftein of this samen moneth of February a Proclamatioune 
wes maid solemnelie, by sound of trumpet, at the mercat-cross of 


1 Ady. MSS. “ Matters.” 2 Tb. « together in thousands.” 3 Tb. “both.” 
4 Jb. “they have been since.” 5 Ib. “ veritie.” £ Ib. “veritie.” 7 Univ. 
MS, reads “ poorely,” in allusion to,the then feeble state of his health. 
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Edinbruche, founded upon tuo actis of parliament, maid in anno 
1584: One, that none sould speik, in privat nor in publict, againes 
his Majestie and Counselis proceidingis, undir the paine of death ; 
and ane uther, that none sould declyne his Majestie’s judgement, ' in 
any [caise or?] caus, undir the paine of treasoune ; commanding, 
chairging, and inhibiting all and sindrie persounes, his Majestie’s 
subjectis, of quhatsoevir degrie, qualitie, estait, or conditioune soevir 
they be, that non of thame presume nor tak upoun hand, | privatlie or 
publictlie, in sermounes, declamatiounes, or privie conferrences,*]| to 
uttir any sclanderous spiches againes the proceidingis of his Majes- 
tie’s Counsel and Justice, in trying and punisching of the seditious 
Ministeres, and onnawayis to meddel with that matter, nor in na 
uther effairis of his Hienes, his Counsel or estait, bygaine, present, 
or to come, undir the paine of daith; with certificatioune effeirand :* 
Also commanding all Shereffis, Stewartis, Bailies of Regalities, 
Proveistis, Bailies and Counsellis within Burghis, Nobillmen, Bar- 
rounes, and Gentillmen of power in landwaird, that incais they 
sould heir from pulpit any meddilling with thais matters, to inter- 
rupt thais spiches,” tak thame doune from pulpit, and put tham in 
sure firmance, and to dilat all that in privat or publict sould talk 
of the Counsellis proceidingis, or meddill with the effairis of estait 
bygaine, present, or to cume; undir the paine, that the heirer and 
not apprehender or dilator of it, iff it be in his power, be punisched 
in the samyne degrie and missure as the principall offendaris. 

This wes the effect, utterit in moist terribill termes and maner : 
so that the proclamator thairof, or® he com to the mides of the pro- 
clamatioun settillit? doune spicheles, and with meikle adoe ane uthir 
wes enterit into his rowme,® the peiple marking and crying out for 
detestatioune. In the meintyme, the prissouneris wer full of com- 
fort and joye, so that they wreit many lettres to thair Britherine 
that savourit and smellit mychtilie of that oyle of glaidnes and con- 
stancie : In witnes quhairof, [amongis mony, followit on ane of the 


! Viz. the jurisdiction of the King and Council. =? Not in Univ. MS. 3 Not 
in Adv. MSS. 4 Corresponding or belonging thereto. 5 Adv. MSS. 
** preachers.” 5 Before, ere. 7 Adv. MSS. “ fell.” 8 Place. 
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schortest, quhen'] the Brothir? that wes sent unto thame by the 
Erle of Dunbar befoir thair attenting,* had be this same directioun 
offerit thame pardoun iff thai wald confes ane fault and craiff mer-° 
cie, and receaved this answer : 

“Reverent and deirely belovit Brothir, We haiff bein so fully 
confortit by your consolatioune and the confort of your love, that 
we knaw not quhat thankisgiving to randir to God. Surelie* our 
joy hes greitlie abounded since this last day, so that we can not 
sufficientlie wonder at the riches of his frie grace, that sould haiff 
voutchsaffit sic a grace® upon us as to suffir for his kingdome, in 
the quhilk thair is joy unspeikabill and glorious; by the quhilk we 
ar rather in feir that we be not continowit, and sua we robbit of 
further consolatioune, nor® that quhilk it sould increas; desyreing 
sumtime to finisch our testimonie, by giving the last of our blood 


- unto the same: For thais afflictiones ar so far from discourageing, 


that the abondant consolatioune thairof hes encouragit us exceeding- 
lie; desyring now to be maid conformabill to the death off our Lord, 
that we may be maid pairt-takeris of the glorie to be reveillit. God 
be thankit, in Chryst Jesus, for all his unspeikabill giftes! Surelie 
thair is great consolatioune to suffir for Chryst and his truth, 
quhairfor we now suffir, is seillit to us with many seiles; only we 
would haif the helpe of the prayeres of all the saintis that we faint 
not in the defence of the Gospell, but that the Lord would assist 
us in the same. 

“Tt is truth (Brother in Chryst) we dow not’ expres unto yow 
the joy that our God hes caussit abound in us, quhairoff, under 
Him, your love, and fidelitie, and throughtnes for Chryst and his 
cause, hes bein a great instrument. Let nevir man, for pitie and 
love to the persoune, misregard the caus; for we haiff fund our 
love growing towards yow by your counsell. Surelie it is our re- 
solutioune nevir to blott the Lord his cause that way; but as long 
as the Lord our God sall susteine us, we mynd rather to indure the 


1 Not in Adv. MSS. 2 Ady. MSS. “that Minister.” 3 Attainting. Adv. 
MSS. read “* condemning.” 4 Adv. MSS. “trewly.” 5 Tb. “such ane gift.” 
6 Than. 7 Adv. MSS. “ cannot.” 
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greatest extremitie that flesch and blood can doe, rather then to 
accept, let be to craive, a remissioune. It is Chrystis caus and 
‘truth ; and, thairfor, let men ceis to think off thais thingis; yea, 
that quhilk they doe let thame doe it quicklie. We houpe our 
God sall strenthene us to the end. [Surelie we ar not solicite, 
neithir cairfull in the mater. We knaw that our God can deliver 
us if he will, and iff not, he strenthneing us,'] we sall nevir give the 
leist and meinest apeirance of denyall of that truth for the quhilk 
we suffir. Sua, assure his Lordschippe that, as we look for that 
kingdome and glorie, our purpose is not at all to yeild, neithir to 
that nor any uthir thing that may prejudge his caus, in sua far as 
our God sall give us grace and wisdome to persevere, or strenth to 
resist. The God off consolatioune be with you all for ever mair. 
Amen.” 


In the moneth off Appryl, the Counsel, finding thair proceedingis 
againes the Ministerie wes evill thought off, boith within and with- 
out the Kingis dominiounes, they publischit in prent a book of the 
same, intitulat Againes the Ministeres attentit off Treassoune, &c. : 
For recountering quhairoff, not long eftir com out, in prent, also, 
ane faithfull report annent thais proceidingis of the Assemblie of 
the Ministerie at Abirdein on Tuysday the 2 of July 1605; boith 
the quhilk being extant in prent, we referre the reider to thame. 

In the moneth of May thaireftir came hame aught Lettres, 
closit, directit to aught Ministeres, upon the back thus: “This to 
our trustie and weilbelovit” such a man, “ Minister of Godis Word” 
in sic a place; the tennour quhairof followis : 


“ James Rex. 


“Trustie and weillbelovit, We greit yow hairtlie weil. Our 
earnest desyre to entertaine that happie peice of the Kirk of our 
kingdome of Scotland, quhilk, with gryt cair and travell, we left 
universallie establischit thairin at our removeing hither, quhilk hes 


1 Not in Adv. MSS. 
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since from tyme to tyme bein manifestit by our Lettres to the 
maist pairt of the Synodis of that realme, and to diverse of our 
Commissioneris by Missives and Instructiounes, alsweill verball as 
wryttine, and mair perfytlie ratified by Lettres writtine to our 
Counsel with our hand, proporting most cleir testimonies of the 
firme constancie of our love to all weill-effectit memberes of that 
bodie ; quhilk, by proclamatiounes and imprentit declaratiounes, 
wes lykewyse solemnely publischit, as the notoritie thairoff could 
not be unknawin to ony but to sic as throught wilfull senslesnes 
would nethir heir nor sie : Haiffing, nevirtheles, so lytle prevailit 
with sume incredulous, wilfull, ingrat, and malicious-disposeit per- 
sounes, as sume of thame haiff not foirborne raschlie to contemne 
and dissobey our auctoritie, and chairges, and our commandementis, 
and so stubburnelie to persist in thair contumacie, as thair malicious 
- obstinacie hes forcit us to extend gryter rigour againes thame nor 
our proclamatiounes, alwayis, yit far les then thair offences did de- 
serve ; and utheris haiff presumeit in pulpit foolischlie to justifie the 
obstinat and malicious proceidingis of thair Britherine, and thairfoir 
to sclander our just commandementis and lawfull proceidingis of our 
Counsel: As also, the Synodis being requyrit by our Lettres and 
Commissiouneres directit to thame, to provyd for thair awin pairtis 
sua far as in them lay, to give us assurance that certaine actis esta- 
bilischit in former Assemblies, necessar for the peice and weil of the 
Kirk, particularlie expressit in our Instructiounes sent to thame, 
may be ordainit by thame, not to be proponit, intreitit, or altered at 
the nixt Generall Assemblie, quhilk we knaw to be moir fitt to be 
ourpassit, or untwitchit, at the same, then that any mentioune sould 
be maid of thame thairin, lest thairby occasioun sould ryse of dis- 
tractioun in the Kirk, and offence to our selffis: Yet they so lytle 
regairdit the earnestnes of our sute, as thair answeres universally 
tendit to a present delay, without any assurance to us of thair per- 
formeing, at the Assemblie, that quhilk for thair awin weil we so 
_ earnestlie urgit. Quhairin we finding a more generall oppositioun 
to our just petitioune then could haiff evir bein expectit in any sic 
caus, thais thingis, and utheris weightie reassounes, hes movit us 
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heartily to will and command yow, all excuisses set apairt, not to 
faill with diligence to repaire towardis us befoir the fyfteine of Sep- 
tember nixt, to the intent we may that day beginne with your 
selffis and sic uthir of your Britherine as we have knawin to be of 
guid lairning and experience, and command lykwayis to be heire ; 
at the same tyme to treat with yow of matteres concerneing the 
peice of our Kirk of Scotland, to mak our constant and unchange- 
abill favour borne to all the dewtifull memberes of that body, mani- 
festlie knawin to yow, quhairby they may be bund in dewtie and 
conscience to conforme your selffis to our godly meineing, and to beir 
true witnessing for justifieing the lawfullnes of all our intentiounes 
and actiounes, alsweill concerneing the haill Kirk as the particular 
actiounes and memberis thairof; and that it may be manifest to all 
the world that we haiff embassed! our selvis for givein satisfactioun 
to all the professouris thairoff further then uthir Princes doe compt 
beseimeing to thair estait. If thaireftir sum turbulent spiritis be 
not thairby recallit to thair duetie, but persist maliciousely in un- 
duetifull contempt of us, it may then be worthely judgit that the 
severitie, quhilk be thair obstinacie we may be forceit to use, sall 
rathir be violentlie extorted againes our nature, for thair amende- 
ment, then willinglie inflictit for thair ovirthraw. Thus, houpeing 
ye will not fail precisly to keip the foirsaid day appoyntit, as ye 
tender our service and the weill of the Kirk, We bid yow fair weill. 
Att our Mansioun in Greinwitch, the 22d of May 1606.” 


In the monethe of J une, at the day appoyntit for the Parlia- 
ment for to hald at Edinbruch, when all wes conveinit for keipe- 
ing of the same, it wes by solemne proclamatioune prorogat to the 
first of July, to be haldin at Perth. The caus pretendit wes the in- 
fectioun of pest in Edinbruche, quhilk wes almost none at all; but 
the trew caus wes the unmeitnes of the place for the purpose in 
hand; [viz.,] the setting upe of Bisschopes upon the stage of hon- 
our, to ryd in Parliament, and the purchesing of ane taxatioune of 
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four hundreth thousand merkis; boith quhilk wer effectuatit at 
Perth. Att Edinburgh, then, thais that wer writtine for, to meitt 
togidder, viz., Mr Andro Melvine, Mr James Melvine, Mr James 
Balfoure, Mr William Watsoune, Mr William Scot, Mr Johne 
Carmichaell, Mr Robert Wallace, and Mr Adam Colt. Thai con- 
ferrit thair Lettres, and fand thame all one word by word; and call- 
ing on God, they advysit quhither they sould goe or find! meines 
to be excuissit. To the last thai all inclynit, becaus they percaiflit 
no guid to be meinit, nor any profitabill effect to follow ; and thair- 
foir appoyntit sume to speik the Erle of Dumbar; but quhen they . 
had used all moyen and credit, thair wes no remeid but goe they 
must, or doe worse. The nixt would be a charge to our greater 
paines and less advantage to the caus; they that stud into the 
same being blottit with contempt and dissobedience. It wes also 
- schawin us that this wes the advyce? of sume of thame that would 
haif matteres to goe bettir, and procurit againes Bischoppis and 
Commissiouneris knawledge and will. Thairfoir, as thai loved the 
weill of the Kirk in commoune, and of the Britherine in prissoune, 
thai sould not faille to goe; sua they resolvit first to keip the Par- 
liament at Perth, and thaireftir mak for thair journey. 


At this Parliament at Perthe, the Britherine Commissioneris from 
all the Presbytries of all pairtis of the realme wer frequentlie® con- 
veined ; and howbeit the Bischoppis haiffing in suit at the Councill 
to haiff them dischairgit the Parliament by proclamation, it wes 
not thought meit that they conveinit ordinally by thamselvis, and 
eallit unto God, and advyseit togidder; and perceveing that the 
Episcopall purpose wes dressit and determined, thai agricit all in 
ane, that a Protestatioune sould be in redines, with a number of 
Reassounes quhy Bischoppis sould not be sett up at that Parlia- 
ment. Thais they thought guid and meitt to be offirit first by the 
Commissiouneris of the Generall Assemblie, quhose duetie it wes 
ordinarly to deal in the commoun matteris of the Kirk at Pavrlia- 
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ment, and from no uthir would thai ressaive any thing. The Com- 
missiouneris, quhen they understood that the Lords of the Articles 
wer about the Episcopall duetie and dignitie, desired to be hard, 
but wer refusseit. Then thai gaiff in thair Protestatioune in wryt, 
making mentioune thairin of thair argumentis; but in vaine. All 
wes repellit,! the Chancellour saying that sua thai wer commandit. 
Thairfoir, it was thought meitt that a coppie thairof, with tuo of 
the Britherine, sould be directit to every ane of the Estaitis quhair 
thai continowit ; severallie exhorting every ane of them, in the name 
of God, to wey and consider the same, and stand for the caus of 
Chryst againes the corruptiounes of such tymes: Quho, quhen to- 
gidder, they wer acceptit weill, and promissit frielie ;? but thair 
Commissiouneris for the maist pairt wer ane way or other maid for 
the purpose. Thair restit, then, only a Protestatioune in the oppin 
Parliament, to be maid the last and most solemne day: Quhilk Mr 
Andro Melvill, with sume utheris with him, resolvit to doe; quho 
hardly getting in, how soone he stuid up in oppin sycht he wes 
espeyit and sent to, and commandit to depairt ; quhilk, neverthe- 
less, he did not, till he had maid all that saw and hard him to 
understand his purpose. 

The day befoir the Parliament first Ryding, Mr Williame 
Couper maid ane excellent powerfull sermoune, to the gryt confort 
and contentment of all the godly, but nethir he nor his collegue, 
Mr Johne Malcolme, nor none of that sort, wer sufferit to come 
thair againe; for ane express directioune came from that Court 
annent thais that sould preiche : So Mr Andro Lambe preichit the 
nixt day ; of quhom the Inglischmen present said, that “The 
lamb had provin ane old scheipe that daye, and wes of all counted 
unfitt for sic ane audience.” Mr Patrick Galloway preichit on the 
Sabbath, quho tauld the Bisschoppis and all plainly, that the Kingis 
mynd wes not to sett upe Bisschoppis boordis in Parliament, to 
be Lordis over the Kirk, and above thair Britherine, or to have 
any authoritie in the Government of the Kirk, over or above the 
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Britherine ; and, thairfor, to prevent such corruptioune, wes or- 
dainit be his Majestie and the Generall Assemblie, to the quhilk 
Cautiounes the Bisschoppis had sworne and subseryvit, and sould 
be esteimit schamefully perjurit! iff they contraveinit the same. 

Quhairupone the Commissiouneris of the Presbyteries offirit to 
prooffe befoir the Commissiouneris of the Generall Assemblie, (be- 
ing at thair instant desyre conveinit in the Kirk,) that the Biss- 
choppes had brokine all the Caveatis, boith in thair entrie to thair 
Bisschoprickis, and behaviour since thair entering; but the Com- 
missiouneris refuissit to be judgit in that matter, referring the same 
to the Generall Assemblie to be holdine at Dundie the last Tuys- 
day of that instant July: Bot this Assemblie wes disschargit at 
the ryseing of the Parliament by oppine proclamatioune, and pro- 
rogat to ane uthir yeir. They wer instant, at the last, that the 
_Cautiones sould be insert in the act of Parliament to be maid 
in fayouris of the Bisschoppes, the quhilk the whole Commis- 
siouneris of the Generall Assemblie thought maist neidfull and ne- 
cessar ;” yea, and mony of the Bisschoppis too, becaus it wes so or- 
dainit and aggrieit upoun by the King and Generall Assemblie at 
Montros; and sua ane of the Cautiounes did expressely contein 
and beir: But notwithstanding that it wes earnestlie sought and 
urgit by the same reassounes by the same Commissiouneris at the 
handis of the Lordis of Articles, it could not be grantit. 

Mr Johne Spotiswoode, Bisschoppe of Glasgow, againes quhom 
wes produceit his awin fatheris testimonie in a Generall Assemblie, 
that a civill functioune wes nowayes competent with the office of 
the Ministerie, maid the exhortatioun in the Parliament House, 
directing the maist pairt of his speiche againes the estabilischit dis- 
cipline. Him, thairfoir, the Britherine of the Presbyteries conveinit 
befoir the Commissiouneris of the Generall Assemblie, quho, as of 
befoir, refuissit to judge him. 

The first day of the Ryding in Parliament, betuix the Erles and 
the Lordis raid the Bisschoppes, all in silk and velvet fuit-mantelles, 
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by paires, tuo and tuo, and Saint Androis, the great Metropolitanne, 
alone by him selff, and ane of the Ministeres of no small quantitie,' 
named Arthur Futhey, with his capp at his knie, walkit at his 
stirrope alongst the streit. But the second day, for not haiffing 
thair awin place as the Papist Bisschoppis of auld had, unto quhois 
place and dignitie they wer now restorit fully in judgment,’ quhilk 
wes befoir the Erles, nixt eftir the Marquesses, thai would not ryde 
at all, but went to the House of Parliament quyetlie on fuit. This 
maid the Nobillmen to tak up thair presumeing honour, and detest? 
thame as soone as they had maid thame and sett thame up, per- 
ceiving that thair upelyfting* wes thair awin douncasting: And 
this Parliament was effectuatit, indeid, besyde the Kingis authoritie 
and earnestes, upon compleit and mutuall stipulatioune betwix the 
Lordis and the Bisschoppis, that the ane sould voit to the confirme- 
ing’ of the seventeine-new erectiounes of Spirituall Prelacies in 
Temporall Lordschipes; and the uthir, to the confirmatioune and 
setting up in integrum of the old Papistical Bisschoprickis to their 
Lordschipes : And this wes the first fruites of thais Bisschoprickis, 
the vindicateing, forsuith, of the Kirk from povertie, and drawing 
the liveing thairof out of the handis of Nobillmen, quho had _pos- 
sessed thame selfes thairwith. 

The Commissiouneris from the Presbyteries also dealt earnestlie 
with the Commissiouneris of the Generall Assemblie to give in the 
Supplicatioune of the Imprissounit Britherine, and of Mr Robert 
Bruce, confynit at Innernes ; but they refuissit so to doe, alledging 
that it wald rathir hurt nor help thame. Yet, lest the publisching 
of the Buik of the Counsel sould haiff decived ony, thai sent a coppie 
of the said Supplicatioune, togider with schort Instructiounes of all 
the proceidingis of thair caus, unto every ane of the Estaitis seve- 
rallie, quho said they wer sufficiently confirmit in® the truth of thair 
caus, bot could not helpe thame. 

Finallie, thair wes thrie notabill thingis done in that Parliament, 


1 Ady. MSS. read ‘‘ qualitie,” but it seems evident the Author meant this as a 
pleasantry, in allusion to his great bulk. 2 Ib. “in integrum.” Sb Sto 
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and such as wes never lookit to haiff bein brought to pas, no not in 
presens of a King, let be in absence: First, The setting up of 
Bisschoppes of new in thair haill liveingis, rentes, and priveledgis, 
conforme to thais of old in tyme of Papistrie: 2. Seventein Kirk 
Prelacies erectit in Temporall Lordschipis: 3. Ane Taxatioune 
upon the realme of four hundred thousand merkis. And this wes 
called the Rid! Parliament, quhilk in old prophecies wes talkit many 
yeiris agoe, as the commoune speiking wes, then sould be keipit in 
Perth or Saint Johnestoune, becaus all the Nobillmen and Officeres 
of estait com ryding thairto, and satt thairin with rid gownes and 
hoodis, eftir the maner of England, for ane new solemnitie; quhilk 
many did interpret a toakine of the rid fyre of Godis wraith to be 
kendelit, boith upone Kirk and countrie; and ane did affix thais 
Verses : 


Quhen Constantine sett up Sylvestir hie, 

On civill state? of his impyre of Roome, 

This voyce from heavine then soundit michtilie : 
‘‘ Now poysoune is pourit out on Christendome !” 
Great James of Britanne, quhy didst thow sa, 
That spiritual poysoune sould thai peiple slay ? 


FOLLOWIS THE PROTESTATIOUNE, WITH A DETESSORIT* OF REAS- 
SOUNES QUHY THIS NEW SORT OF BISSCHOPES SOULD NOT BE 
SETT UP IN SCOTLAND. 


“To the Kingis maist excellent Majestie, and maist nobil and 
religious Estaitis of this present Parliament, holdine at Perthe in 
July 1606. In the moneth of August, seing that thair wes no re- 
meid but the Britherine written for must goe or doe worse, they 
did communicat with thair Presbyteries and Sessiounes, quho 
counsellit thame to obey, but wald give no commissioune, in cais 
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they had bein urgit to disputatioune, or giveing of opinioun in mat- 
teris proponed to thame. Thair wes in that number thrie out of 
the Presbytrie of Saint Androis, Mr Andro Melvin, James Melvin, 
and Mr Johnne Carmichell, quho, taking leive of thair Presbyterie, 
maid a.Petitioun, and obteinit the samyne ; the whilk, in cais of ex- 
ceptioun againes it by sum perjurit backslyderes, I will sett the mat- 
ter doun, in the verie forme, word by word, as they had it under the 
Clerk of the Presbyterie’s hand, at the expres command of the same : 


“ At Saint Androis, this 7 of August, 1606. 


“The quhilk day, after the incalling' of the name of God, Mr 
Andro Melvine and James Melvine, being to tak jurney toward 
his Majestie, with Mr Johne Carmichaell, according to his Majes- 
tie’s Lettres, desyrit to haiff the extract of all the actis maid or sub- 
scryvit heirtofoir usit in the Presbyterie, annent the Discipline of 
the Kirk of Scotland, with consent of the haill Britherine in the 
Presbyterie, [and in speciall, the act of the Presbyterie of the 2 of 
August, 1604, annent the haill Britherine of the Presbyteries,”] sub- 
scriptiounes of Confessiounes of Faith, publickly authorisit be his 
Majestie: Quhilk desyre being fund reassonabill be the Presbyterie, 
and the speciall act foirsaid being publictlie red in the audience of 
the haill Presbytrie fully convenit, without any oppositioune of any 
persoune of the samyn, the Presbyterie ordainit the extract of the 
foresaid act, togider with all uthir actis in generall or particular, to 
be givine to the Britherine foirsaid, auctentickly subscryvit by the 
Clark. Extractum,” &c. 

“ Mr Rogert Rocuez,? Clerk. 
“ At command of the said Presbyterie of Sanct Androis.” 


“ At Sanct Androis, the 2 of August, 1604. 

“The quhilk day, after the incalling on the name of God, the . 
haill Britherine being lawfully convenit, the Confessioune of Faith 
authoriseit in the Kirk of Scotland wes publictlie red in the au- 
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dience of all, togider with the actis of parliament holdine at Edin- 
burgh anno 1592, for explanatioune of the present! Discipline ge- 
nerally authoriseit in the said Confessioune of Faith, quhilk be the 
foirsaid actis of parliament ratifiet and confirmit, and namely in the 
Liberties of the Generall Assemblies, and everie year’s Synodall 
Assemblies, and particulare Presbytries and Sessiounes of the Kirk, 
were to renew the samyne, dirogating from all actis maid of befoir 
in prejudice of the same ; and declareing the present Discipline usit 
in the Kirk of Scotland, and approvine in the actis foirsaid, to be 
the only just, godly, and lawfull Discipline in all tymes cumming ; 
as is at maire lenth conteined in the actis of parliament foirsaid : 
Quhilk Actis and Confessioun of Faith, being ryplie advysit and 
considered, wes publictly subscryveit with uniforme consent of the 
haill Britherine, to testifie thair harmonie and hairtly aggriement in 
all thingis, boith concerneing Doctrine and Discipline ; promiseing 
solemnely to defend the samyne allwayis, according to thair call- 
ingis, and nevir to com in the contrare, according to the great oath 
sett doune in the foirsaid Confessioune of Faith. In witnes quhair- 
off, first the Moderator subscryvit, then Mr George Glaidstaines, 
Minister at Sanct Androis, Mr Robert Wilkie, Collector ;? and so 
everie man as they satt in thair places, as is contenit in the said 
principall, subseryvit particularly with all the Britherine thair 
handis. Extractum,” &ce. 
(Ste subseribitur,) “Mr Rosert Rocus,? 
“‘ At command of the Presbyterie.” 
* (“TI had Mr George Gladstaines’ awne hand-write and subscrip- 
tione-mannual to the Confessione before my eyes ; the writeing 
heirof, in this hand, letter by letter, “Mr Guorer Guap- 
STANES.” *] 


1 Ady. MSS. “ Presbyterians.” 2 Ib. “ Rector.” 3 Ib. “ Rollock.” 
4Notin Univ. MS. In the original MS. there had doubtless been a fac-simile of Mr 
George Gladstanes’ signature. The transcriber, however, does not attempt such 
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“<< Saint Androis, the 10 of Januare, 1605. 
“The quhilk day, eftir the returne of Mr George Glaidstaines' 
out of England, declaired in presens of the haill Britheren of the 
Presbyterie, that as he depairtit a Brother, so he returnit, usurping 
no superioritie over thame, but to haiff ane simple vote as the rest ; 
promiseing to behaiff himselff in alse great humilitie and greatter 
then evir befoir: And quhairas he depairtit, not advertiseing the 
Presbyterie, he desyrit that thai sould not be offendit thairwith, be- 
caus the commoditie of jurnay so requirit that he sould not adver- 
tise thame. Of the quhilk declaratioune and excuse the Presby- 
terie acceptit weill. Extractum,” &e. 
“Mr Rosert Rocae,? Clark, 
“ At the command of the Presbyterie of Sanct Androis.” 


This Mr George Glaidstaines, eftir he had desertit two? flockis, 
and two Bischoprickis, and sworne he sould niver be Bisschope of 
Saint Androis, becaus his predicessoris thairin had so evill success, 
and wer so evill-haitit, yit evin at this tyme he came ‘home Biss- 
choppe of Saint Androis: And quhen ony gentilman of his fami- 
liaris, and utheris that had hope of his advanceing and gaine by 
him, wald ask him, Howe he could so jouk* and beir withthe 
Ministeres and Presbyterie, that not only wald not acknowledge 
but controll him? He wes accustomit to answer, “Hold your 
toungue! We sall steill thame aff thair feit !” 

But this by the way, leiveing the man to be painted out in his’ 
Legend,* as his predecessoris wes, we returne to sett tham, the 
foirnameit Britherine, on thair journay, quhairoff four embarkit the 
15 of August, and come to Londoun the 25 of the same, by Yar- 
muith, Norwische, Thelfurd,° New-markit, Brakum, Bartillay,’ and 


1 He had, in the meantime, been regularly consecrated Archbishop of St Andrews. 
2 Adv. MSS. “ Rollock.” be! Aas 4 Condescend, literally to crouch or 
stoop ; as in the proverbial expression, “jouk and let the jaw gang by.” ° The 
satirical Poem, “ The Legend of the Bischop of St Androis.” 6 Ady. MSS. 
“ Hereford.” 7 Ib. Bambury, Barkway. All the MSS. are often equally unintel- 
ligible in the names of these and other places and persons. 
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Ward. The other four com by land about the end of the same 
moneth. At thair coming, thai wer kyndly visited by diverse of 
the guid Britherine of the Ministerie of Londoun, and thairabout : 
Also the tuo Archbisschoppes of Canterburie and York sent and 
intreitit thame to com to thair housses; but thair answer wes, they 
had not as yit seine the Kingis Majestie, quho sent for thame, and 
till then thai would salut no uthir. Mr Alexander Hay, the Scotisch 
Secreatere, com to tham from! Westminster, directit from his Ma- 
jestie, being yit unreturnit from his summer Progress, and schew 
thame it wes his Majestie’s will and pleasoure that we sould stay 
at Westminster all till the twenty off September ; bot thai, not 
thinking that a sufficient warrand, directit Mr William Scot to the 
King, with Mr Allexander Hay, by quhom they ressavit the samyne 
answer. 

The word went, in the meintyme, that the earand quhairfoir they 
wer sent wes to disput with the Bisschoppes upon the heidis of our 
Discipline, concerneing the quhilk we ressavit many weill-writtine 
Lettres from our Britherine out of Scotland; quhairfoir we re- 
solvit upon the mattir, and sett doune schortly Reassounes quhy 
nethir we would nor could reassoune: First, because in sua doeing, 
we sould schaw ourselves unjust, unfaithfull, arrogant, foolisch, and 
impious. Unjust, in doeing sic a wrong to the Kirk of God esta- 
blischit in Scotland, in this place, to cast in questioune the Disci- 
pline thairof: Unfaithfull, in dealing? with the effaires of the Kirk 
without commissioun and warrand thairfra: Foolische, in taking 
on us sic weightie a cause raschely, without lawfull wairneing and 
preparatioune: Arrogant, in presumeing suameikle of our selves as 
off-hand to deall in such a matter, being but a few of the waikest 
memberes of that body, quhairunto the caus properly perteines : 
Impious, iff sua we sould tempte God, wanting both calling and 
meanes. 

Nixt, we could haiff no partie adversare to contend-withall in 
the caus of the Kirke of Scotland; they can nor ought not in this 
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place: For iff ony heir wald disputt of the Englisch Kirk, thai 
may find a partie amongst thameselffis, and neidit not to provoke 
us; and if any of Scotland, they can not nor aught not to be 
hard, sieing thai haiff all subscryvit of new, lately, by all the mem- 
beres, and also teichit, sworne, and professit the Discipline and Go- 
vernement estabilischit in the Kirk of Scotland. And, indeed, we 
had with us “The Kingis Confessioune,” subscryvit of new, lately, by 
all the memberes of the Presbyterie of Saint Androis, and that 
namely for Mr George Glaidstains’ caus, in cais he or uthir quho 
wer sent for, and did come hither, wald haiff takine in hand the 
reassouning: Bot the truth wes, we hard nothing at any tyme pro- 
pounit tending to sic a purpose. The Britherine attentit’ and lye- 
ing in prissoune did wryt to us mony guid Lettres; and all to the 
effect. continowit? in this following, quhilk salbe sufficient to be put 
in heir : 


“ TO THAIR REVERENT AND WELBELOVIT BRITHERINE, MR ANDRO 
AND JAMES MELVINE, WITH THE REST OF THAIR FELLOW-BRI- 
THERINE THAIR. 


“ Reverent and deirly belovit Britherine, The earnest care and 
solicitud that we haiff allwayis of yow, altogider, with the assu- 
rance quhairin we ar dayly confirmit, that he quho hes sent yow, 
and evir hithertill hes beine with yow, and keipit yow blameles 
evin to this verie tyme, and making yow lychtis and lampes to 
schyne befoir the rest of your Britherine, will now also caus yow in 
this last and maist publict testimonie quhairunto he hes callit yow, 
be-with yow. Thais thingis, I say, will not suffir ws to lett. any 
occasioune of wrytting to yow pas away without sum testimonie 
of our remembrance of yow, with all the strenth the Lord hes be- 
stowit on us; not that ye neid to be incouragit, strenthened, and 
confirmed by us, bot that heirin we doe eas ourselffis, but disburd- 


! Attainted, ? Ady. MSS. “contained.” 
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ning our heartis of that love that we beir unto yow, the faithfull 
servauntis of the maist hight God, now wailit out! and chosine 
from among all the rest of your Britherine, to beir witnes of 
Chryst, not only befoir Cesare, but as it wer befoir the haill world. 
For quhois eyis ar not on yow? Quhois heartis ar not attentive, in 
expecting baith the actioun and the event? Your Britherine at 
home, the Kirkis abrod, and your enimies baith heir and every 
quhair! Now is the tyme He hes callit yow to beir witnes of his 
glorious and frie Monarchie, the quhilk, as it is the last of his of- 
fices, so it is the last put at, and as it is the end of the uthir tuo, 
and sua mair glorious, sua is the testimony thairof mair glorious to 
God, mair honorabill to his Sone, and salbe mair confortabill to 
yow nor the testimonie either of his Propheticall [office] or Priest- 
hood. In this respect and consideratioune, ane thing, deir Brithe- 
rine, we dare say be experience, and our God is witnes that we 
lie not, that unspeikabill is the joye in the full and frie testimonies 
of Christis Royall auctoritie; unspeikabill is the joye of the suffer- 
ing for his kingdome; so that we know not that if a man sould 
have so much joye in suffering for prophesie or priesthood, as he 
sall have now, and at this tyme of suffering for his kingdom, be- 
caus that-is now speciallie oppugnit. We haiff nevir had sic joye 
in preiching of it as we haiff had in suffering for it ; for it is so that 
we ar evin glaid quhen the sufferingis ar multiplied, our deirest 
Britherine, because that we knaw the peice and joye salbe propor- 
tionatlie multiplied: And our deir Brither, that quhilk we spak 
befoir in knawlage, we now speik by experience, that the kingdome 
of God standis in peice and joye. Remember that commissioune 
givin to Jerimie, ‘ Speik all that I command yow, and be not af- 
frayit of their face, leist I destroye thee befoir thame, and I will 
mak thee a brazen wall,’ &c.: And that in another place, ‘ Turne 
not thow unto thame, but let thame turne unto yow:’ And that 
of Micha, ‘I am fillit with vertue from the Spirit of the Lord.’ 
Judicio et potentia, §c. Chryst sall regne, ‘and all his enimies salbe 


1 Ady. MSS, “marked.”  Wailit signifies carefully picked or selected, 
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strampit under fitt ; and, indeid, they ar enimies unto him, quho will 
not suffir for to have him reigning, and to be King, alseweill as to be 
a Prophet and Priest. But, our deire Britherine, we ar perswadit 
his grace sall beir yow out with all confidence to witnes a guid 
confessioune befoir your adversaries. He that hes evir bein hither- 
to with yow will not leive yow now. ‘The greatest confort yow 
can bring unto us is the regairding of the caus, without respecting 
of our persounes, or any thing we can suffer for the same, in the 
fridome of the kingdome of Chryst. Our fridome standis not a jot, 
Britherine, for us, nor for any libertie or benefit can be brought to us. 
We will not trubill yow with farder, for we knaw it is needles. 
The God of wisdome, peice, and strenth, be with yow all for evir. 
From Edinbruche Castell, the 3d of September 1606. 
“Your Britherine, JOHNE WELSCHE. 
“ JoHNE Fores,” &e. 


This Lettre, with diverse uthiris from thame, wes written boith 
in generall, from Blacknes, Edinbruche, Stirling, and Dundie ; and 
in particular, from sundrye of thame, togither with a Supplicatioune 
sent to the Kingis Majestie from thame, earnestlie desyring us to 
present the same with the Informatiounes sent be thame to the 
Parliament mentiounit befoir, maid us, being meikle movit to admire 
the gift of constancie givin unto thame by Chryst; and sua, casting 
off the cair of thair persounes to haiff respect to the caus only, and 
yit to tak guid heid that we damned not uthir actiounes and pro- 
ceidingis. The Supplicatioune followis, quhilk wes put in the Kingis 
hand, as the narratioune following will record : 


[SUPPLICATION OF THE IMPRISONED MINISTERS TO THE KING. | 


“ Please your sacred Majestie, Giff thair wer no moir, dread Sove- 
raine, but the estait of our desolat families and our awin, for the 
maist pairt circuit in our wardis without,’ in the present devouring 
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1606. MR JAMES MELVILL’S DIARY. 649 


plague of pestilence, quhilk is sic that we can hardly thinke that iff 
we were throughtlie knawin to your Majestie, it could not but oppin 
the bowelis of your Heines’ pitie and compassioune towardis us, 
quhairinto, nixt to our God, we haiff recourse for releiff: We sould 
not haiff importunat your Majestie heirin forder, but had keipit 
silence, and restit in the guid pleasure of our God, quho is merci- 
full, patiently awaiting for the gracious appoyntit tyme of our de- 
lyverie, in oppineing your Majestie’s eares and heart to haiff hard 
and reguardit with commiseratioune the distres of your Majestie’s 
pure, innocent, and obedient servantis and subjectis, the servantis 
of Jesus Chryst, quhom he hes accomptit worthie to be put in his 
service ; haiffing learnit to be contentit, with meiknes and humbil- 
nes of mynd, not only to haiff sufferit reproches, povertie, hunger, 
[and] imprissounement, for his saik, bot also in the power of his 
grace allenerly, to lay doune our lyfes in defence of the Gospell and 
Kingdome quhairunto he hes callit us; and for the quhilk, with 
dewtifull patience, we haif sufferit thais tuelve or threttine monethis ! 
imprissounement. But the fearcenes of Godis wraith burneing so 
hightly, not only in uthiris pairtis of your Majestie’s kingdome, 
but also and speciallie in thais places and Congregatiounes amongis 
quhom, undir your Majestie’s protectioune, we haif heirtofoir and 
now lykwyse sould practeise our Ministerie, quhairby not only the 
destroyeing angel with his drawin sword is hewing doune day and 
nicht continowally, and caussing the carcases to fall, and that in sic 
a number in sume of our Congregatiounes, that the lyk thairof hes 
not bein hard thais many yeires befoire; but also, quhilk is most 
lamentabill, and cannot but perce the most stainey heart that evir 
had hope to find mercie to himself in that great day, that they live 
and die comfortles under the feirfull judgment, filling the hevin and 
the earth with thair sighes, sobbis, and cryes of thair distressit 
sowles, for being depryvit not only of outward comfortis, (quhilk 
wer great also,) but also of all inward consolatioune, throw the want 
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of the ordinarie meines of thair peace and lyff, to witt, the preach- 
ing of the Word of our Ministerie. 

“This, Sire, is the speciall caus quhy we wer movit to present be 
our humbill Supplicatioune unto your Majestie’s pitie, not so much 
our awin miserie outward, quhilk mischief it selff is moir nor the 
boweles of true compassioune could weill suffer, the quhilk we can 
glaidlie indure for his saik! quho hes sent us, sieng heir we haiff 
that peace quhilk the world cannot tak from us, and the enjoying 
of a guid? conscience, that in nothing we haiff justlie offendit your 
Majestie, bot haiff walkit in all sinceritie* in our callinges. We 
say, not so meikle our awin miserie, as the maist lamentabill estaites 
and desolatioune of our poore Congregatiounes, confortles now baith 
in body and mynde, that out of your Heines’ faithfull love and 
tender compassioune thair distres may be supplied, and thair sor- 
rowfull heartis comfortit, by permitting to thame the use of our 
Ministerie againe: Thus sall the God of your Majestie’s preserva- 
tioune and wonderfull preferrement, in dispyt of the manifold 
attemptis of his irreconcilabill enimies, be glorifieit ; the heartis of 
the saintes, the best effectit of your Majestie’s subjectis, quho now 
sorowis for the afflictioune of Joseph, salbe confortit ; thus sall your 
Heines’ poore people, quho live and die in such miserie,‘ bliss the 
Lord thair God, quho haith put in the Kingis heart to pitie thair 
cais, to speik nothing of the blissing that sall redounde to your Ma- 
jestie’s persoune and throne according to the Covenant, ‘I will 
blisse thame that blisse thee, and curse thame that curse thee.’ 
Quhairfor sall the guiltines lye on the King and his children, that 
so many saulis that wer once fed abundantlie with the truth of the 
Gospel, ar now liveing and dieing in unspeakeabill sorrow and 
miserie, and in want of that only confort to thair saulis ? Quhy 
sould thair blood be fund under the Kingis wingis ; and quhy sould 
the cry of thair blood cum upe in the eares of the Lord of Hostes, 
quhois heart is full of pitie, that he can not but heir the crye of his 


' Ady. MSS. “the well of his Kirk.” 2 Tb. “ vejoyceing of our good.” 
3 Jb. “ simplicitie.” 4 Tb. “ faith and fear.” 
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pure anes, and sua full of love, that he quho tuitches thame tuitches 
the apple of his eye ; and that he that does the meinest duetie to 
thame, or the meinest benefit for thame, he cannot but account it 
done to himselfe ; and quhois severitie is sua great, that howbeit 
for a tyme he spair,! yit at the lenth he will avenge the cryes of 
his elect; and if his severitie be sua great, that evin for the mein- 
est omissioune of the dewties, he will inflict eternall torment, quhat, 
then, will the wraith be that is reserved for the withhaulding of the 
verie meines of the eternall salvatioune from sua many thousand 
soules ? a" 

“ Tf it wer but our awin lyfes alenerly, then verilie we could be 
silent ; but sieing it is sua greit a matter that concernes so highly 
the honour of your Majestie, the good and eternall salvatioune of 
many thousand soules quhilk he hes bought with his blood, we dare 
not, nor dow not, keip silence thairoff to your Majestic; and, thairfoir, 
forcit and constrainit thairunto be inevitabill necessitie of that most 
holy calling laid upon us, if we maid not our humbil, yit loveing and 
faithfull warneing to your Majestie, that neither the former by gone 
guiltines may be continowit, nor yet uthir greatter may be addit 
thairto; the quhilk will not fail Gf it be not repentit and pardonit 
in the blood of Chryst his Sone) to bring on ane manifest, assured, 
heavie and lamentabill judgment, the quhilk from our heartis (the 
Lord is our witnes) we deprecat day and nycht; protesting here, 
befoir God and his elect angelis, that we doe this with all dewtifull 
reverence unto your Majestie, as the Lordis Lieutennant heir upone 
earth, and as our only lord and lawfull soveraine, under God, ovir 
us, in all thingis perteineing to this lyff, and the lyff it selff, to 
quhom we are bund in conscience, and gives all thingis that God 
in his Word hes ordaineit and commandit to be givin by ony sub- 
ject to ony Prince under hevin, reserving to God only that quhilk 
is his, and quhilk he will not give unto any of his creatures, as his 
awine incommunicable glory and auctoritie, of the quhilk sort we 
accompt thais tuo to be: 


1 Ady. MSS. “suppose he suffer long.” 
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“ Ane, the authoritie of the Meetingis of the servauntis of Chryst 
for the effairis of his kingdome, quhilk is from hevin onlie, and not’ 
from men; and that in the doeing of the ordinarie dewtie of our 
calling, approven by all lawes, we haiff nothing justly offendit your 
Majestie, nor violat your Hienes’ lawes, bot hes in simplicitie servit 
our God in the same: Nixt, that Soveraine Judgment in all the 
effaires of his hous and kingdome belonges only to his Kirk, accord- 
ing to the same Word, [quhais voyce the Father only hes comman- 
dit to be heard; and that the ministerial Judgment of the Kirk 
being only to the Kirk according to the same Word,’] to the quhilk 
alanerly? he hes given the keyis of his kingdome, and from the 
quhilk we doe not exclude your Majestie’s Hienes as ane honour- 
abill member of his bodie; quhairunto, by vertue of that suppreme 
power quhilk the Lord hes givine your Majestie, we acknawledge 
that it belongis to sie the haill worschipe of God directit and ad- 
ministrat according to his Word; in commanding all to be done as 
he hes commandit, and foirbiding all that he hes foirbidin ; no wayis 
inhibiting that quhilk he hescommandit, nor commanding that quhilk 
God hes inhibitit to be done; yea, and further, to punische quhoso- 
evir within your dominiounes that is fund to be againes the trew 
and lawfull Judgment of the Kirk, according to the Word, or to 
be contemneres or neglecteres thairof. And in this holy feir of our 
God, and humbill reverence of your Majestie, in whom we doe 
present this our dewtifull Testimonie and Supplicatioune for our 
libertie, togider with our Greives and Supplicatiounes presentit in 
Parliamentis, but not ressavit; houpeing that our God, in quhois 
handis the heartis of Princes ar, sall returne from your Majestie 
ane answer, confortabill to his saintis and joyfull to our desolat Con- 
gregatiounes, and refreschfull to us poore prissouneris, to the glorie 
of our God and your Majestie’s prais; in quhom, and to quhois 
mercifull and blissit protectioun, we maist heartly commend your _ 
Majestie, your Hienes’ kingdome, governement, and haill effairis. 


1 Not in Adv. MSS. 2 Alone, solely. 
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From the places of our imprissounment, respectively, the twenty- 
third of August, 1606. 
“Your Majestie’s pure and most humble Supplicantis and 
dayely Oratoris, in God,” &c. 


Fryday, the 19th of September, we came to Kingstoune. Thair 
Mr Johnne Gordoune, Dean of Salisberrie, directit to wait upon us, 
and dres us the best he could for the purpose, came, salutit and 
welcumit us; and on the morne he convoyit us to Hamptoun 
Court, quhair, eftir the Kingis dinner, immediatly we gat presens 
of his Majestie, as yitt sitting at his dinner, admitting us verie 
graciousely to the kis of his handis; and eftir a few wordis, mirrily, 
to Mr James Balfoure, and concerneing the guid order takin with 
the pest at Edinbruche, we wer dimissit with a very guid counte- 
nance, and went to Kingstoune to dinner with Mr Johnne, our at- 
tendar, at his ludgeing. 

Eftir noone, walking by the river, the Deane of Westminster, 
directit to our said attendar, requirit us to be present to-morrow 
(being the Sabboith) at the Kingis Chappel in Hamptoune Court, 
to heir the sermone; quhair comming, we fand a place prepairit for 
us hard besyd the Pricher, Bischop Barlo, quhom, befoir the King, 
Quein, and Nobilis, we patiently hard mak a long or well-joyned 
sermone, writtin, and fynely compactit in a lytle buik, quhilk he 
had allwayis in his hand, for help of his memorie. It wes upoun the 
20 of the Actis, “ Attendite vobis et gregi,’ &c.' The judicious 
termed it a confutatioune of the text; all for the estaite of the Bis- 
schoppis thair superioritie above Ministeres, by ordinatioune and 
impositioune of handis only, and proppirly perteineing to thame, 
and jurisdictioune ecclesiasticall, &c. Eftir sermone, we wer con- 
voyit to the Kingis closet,? quhair we dynit on the Kingis meitt. 
The Deane of Westminster, with Mr Johnne Gordoune, attendit 
and accompanied us. Amongis the rest of our speiches, this wes 

1“ Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over which the Holy 


Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the Church of God, which he hath purchased 
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markit and carieit to the King, that our Bisschoppes had compac- 
tit with sacrilegious Lordis to undoe the patrimonie of the Kirk of 
Scotland; so that at this last parliament, quhair the giftis of our 
new Bisschoppis wer confirmit, they sitting and voiting in parlia- 
ment without any commissioune from the Kirk; there were seven- 
teen Prelacies erectit in temporall Lordschippis, and that wes the 
first fruits, forsuith, of their votes in parliament! For this, the King, 
the day eftir, amonges the rest of his speiches, maid appollogie for 
himselff and the parliament; schawing that wes done, upon condi- 
tiounes of provyding of everie kirk of thais Prelacies with a suffi- 
cient stipend, quhairin he wes and sould be most cairfull, and that 
the parliament had only ratifieit and confirmed that quhilk, being 
his awin, he had disponed as pleased him. 


Mononday, the 22, we wer sent for to conferrence with his Ma- 
jestie; and being enterit into the Chalmer, the hous was uschit! . 
by the Erle of Dumbar ; and none wes sufferit to byde thairin but 
the Scottis Counsellouris and the Ministeris, save only Dr Mon- 
tague, Deane of the Kingis Chappel, wes permitted to stand within 
to keipe the doore. Thus, the King, sitting in his chyre, callit on 
us to come neir about him, and enterit to expone the caus quhair- 
foir he had writtin for us, almost according to the tennor of the 
Proclamatione, and of the Lettre sent to us; gathering upe all in 
end to tuo poyntis, quhairin he wes to be throucht with us for the 
piece of the Kirk, and annent the pretendit Generall Assemblie, 
(so he termit it,) haldin at Abirdein, and the doemg of thais Mini- 
steres ensewing thairupon. The uthir, how thair mycht ane orderly 
and? peiceabill Generall Assemblie keipit, to sett all thingis in 
quietnes and guid ordour. Now, we had agreit amongis our selffis 
that one sould be speich-man for all; quhilk burdein wes laid upoun 
Mr James Melvill, and that we sould give no present answer, bot 
tak all to guid advysement. So, the said speiker maid answer in 
thais wordis : 


1 Cleared, emptied. ? Ady. MSS. “ He shew further thair might be ane uthir ane.” 
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“ Pleas your most excellent Majestie, quhen we had resavit your 
Majestie’s Lettres, we mett togider at Edinbruche; and, reiding 
the same, we wer greatlie rejoyceit to haiff so guid occasioune to 
sie your Majestie’s face, and kisse your hand, bot meikle more quhen 
we perceivit the purpose of your Majestie’s Lettres to tend to the 
intertaining the peace of the Kirk of Scotland in that estait in the 
quhilk your Majestie left the same, and to testifie your Majestie’s 
love and affectioune thairto, according to your Majestie’s Lettres 
from tyme to tyme, sent to sume of the Presbyteries and Synodis, 
and also to the Commissiouneris of the Kirk, and maist ample to 
your Majestie’s honourabill Counsel ; so that howbeit diverse of us, 
namely, for seiknes, and knawin inhabilitie, mycht haif excuisit 
our selffis, yit we resolvit all to come to your Majestie, evir with 
alacritie and diligence, preventing? the day appoyntit, least acci- 
dentis of wethir, or any uthir impediment, mycht haiff impedit : 
And now, finding your Majestie in helth, welfair, and high honour, 
and testifieing the samyne thingis to us by your gracious mouth, 
with so favourable countinence towardis us, we can not expresse 
our joye and propens dispositioune to serve and plesoure your Ma- 
jestie, in quhat can lie in us, under God; but, as concerneing any 
particular, your Majestie’s Lettres beires none, nethir haiff we be- 
foir to this tyme heard of thame. We wald thairfoir maist hum- 
blie desyre your Majestie to give us tyme to advyse, and we sall 
returne with ane answer, the best way we can.” 

Thaireftir was a guid tyme spent in reassouneing annent the 
Presbyteries sending thair Commissiouneris, eftir the ressaiving of 
his Majestie’s Commissiouneres Lettres for dischairgeing of the 
Assemblie at Abirdein: J¢tem, annent the doeingis of the Synod of 
Fyff: Jtem, annent the praying for the convictit Britherine: And, 
last, annent Mr James Melvill’s Lettres wryttine to the Synod of 
Fyff. To the quhilk we answerit, aff-hand, at that tyme, this 
meikle for the Presbyteries: That many of thame had not gottin 
advertisement, nor ressavit any Lettres befoir the day. Next, that 
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656 THE CONTINUATION OF 1606. 


sic as had ressavit, considering far greatter and weightier reassounes 
to keipe thame to omitt, resolvit to stand to the day appoyntit by 
his Majestie ; quhairas the Lettres conteinit no day, the law stand- 
ing, quhilk is the most auctentick consent, be his Majestie’s awin 
judgment, in oppin Assemblie at Dundie, that a King can give; 
the enemies so bussie and malapairte ; so mony referrences, and ap- 
pellatiounes, and uthir matteris lyeing ovir, and untakine order 
' with, in gret confusioune and corruptioune, quhilk can not be orderit 
nor helpit without a Generall Assemblie; and last, and greatest, 
the fear of the losseing of the right and possessioune of a Generall 
Assemblie, expyring in it selff, without any appoyntit sett day. 
And as for the Synod of Fyfe, the judgment thairof wes sent in 
wryt to many of the rest of the Provinces of the realme, and so no 
doubt come in his Majestie’s handis; quhilk wes sic, eftir our mein 
judgment, as nethir could prejudge the Generall Kirk nor his Ma- 
jestie’s Royall power, nor yit the Breitherine quhilk wer under his 
Majestie’s mercie, in ward. And as concerneing prayeris for thame, 
we confesse we did it, nethir could we omitt that commoune dewtie 
to thame quhilk we extendit to all, evin malefactoris, for thair 
amendment! Finally, annent Mr James Melvill’s Lettre, thais 
wordis wes betuixt the King and him: “I hard, Mr James Mel- 
vill, that ye wreitt a Lettre to the Synod of Fyff, at Cowper, 
quhairin wes meikle of Chryst, but lytle guid of the King.. Be 
God, I trow ye wes reavand’ or mad! (for he spak so.) Ye speik 
utherwayis now. Now, wes that a charitabill judgment of me ?” 
“ Sir,” sayis Mr James, with a low courtessie, “I wes boith seik 
and sair? in bodie quhen I wreit that Lettre, bot sober® and 
sound in mynd. I wreit of your Majestie all guid, assureing my 
selff and the Britherine, that thais Articles, quhairoff a copy com in 
my handis, could not be from your Majestie, they wer so strange ; 
and quhom sould I think, speik, or wryt guid of, if not off your Ma- 
jestie, quho is the man under Chryst quhom I wisch most guid and 
honour unto?” “ But quhair ar these Articles?” sayes the King. 


! Raving. 2 Sore, pained. 3 Ady. MSS. “ suir,” sure, 
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“ The coppie of thame that com in my handis is at Londoune, Sir,” 
(quoth he.) So diverse of the Bischoppis and Commissiouneris, to 
put ane end to that, affirmeing befoir the King, that thair wes di- 
verse coppies, and sume very [often] hard of thais Articles, quhair- 
off ane mycht haiff cume to Mr James his handis, that matter wes 
left off; and the King reassouneing againe the first tuo heidis, 
dimissit us to the nixt day for advysement and giveing answer 
thairto. 

We wer not well cume to our ludging, at Kingstoune, quhen we 
had a Lettre from Mr Alexander Hay, Secretar to his Majestie in 
Scotis effairis, wairneing us in the Kingis name to cume to sermone 
to-morrow, in the Kingis Chappel, and thaireftir to dyne in the 
Palice. So Tuysday, the 23d of September, we came be tyme in 
the morning to Hamptoune Court, quhair we walkit in the gardein 
quhill the tyme of sermone; quhair, sitting in our place appoyntit 
in the Kingis Chappel, the King and the Quein present, with many 
nobillis, Mr Doctor Butricht' preached on the 13 of the Romans, 
annent the Magistratis auctoritie in matteres Ecclesiasticall, all out 
of Mr Bilsoune’s buikis Of Obedience, quhairinto we assentit, ex- 
cept that quhair, of ignorance or malice, or both, he joynes diverse 
tymes the Presbyterie with the Pope, as thought the ane had 
beine joynit in the same judgment with the uthir. Eftir ser- 
mone by Mr Johne Gordoune, our attendant, we wer led to the 
Kingis closet, quhair we saw the Royall ceremonie of tuiching of 
some diseased childrein for hailling off sume of the escrolles, com- 
mounly callit “the Kingis seicknes ;”” and understood, by the said 
Mr Johne his discours, in quhat respect and maner the King usit 
it, to witt, not for hailling, (quhilk wes only in Godis hand,) but for 
prayer and® almes towardis the poore diseasit, and for sume poli- 
tik reassounes, least omitting the ceremonie usit by the Kingis of 
France, he sould thairby losse sume of the substance thairof, and 
title quhilk he had to the kingdome and croune of France; quhilk 


1 Ady. MSS. “ Buchridge.” 2 Scrofula, or King’s evil, popularly “ the eruels.” 
O. Fr. escrouelles, 3 This is left blank in Adv. MSS. 
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respectis had maid the King, quho wes altogider againes it at the 
beginning, to yeild to the use thairof now. 

Thaireftir, we went to diner in the Kingis! closet, and maid guid 
cheir. Eftir the diner, remembering that we wer to be callit coram,? 
calling on God, we did tak this resolutioune, that our appoyntit 
speiker sould only speik, unles that utheris wer commandit and 
askit by name ; and that our speich-man sould declaire how we could 
not judge of the Assemblie at Abirdeine, for the reasounes follow- 
ing: 1. Sieing his Majestie had proclamit a Generall Assemblie, 
quhairat his Majestie expectit a reparatioune of all disorderis, in sua 
far as belongit to the Censures of the Kirk; if we sould give our 
judgmentis now, either in condemning or absolving, we could not 
be hard then, haveing prejudice, for the quhilk we sould call to 
mynd a practise usit by his Majestie at the Assemblie at Montrose, 
quhair the Presbyteries of Louthiane and Mers were hindered for 
sua doeing: 2. Res non est integra, but judgit already by the Coun- 
sel, quhilk we would be loath? to contradict: 3. The judgment thair- 
of could not pertein to us; Nam quis nos constituit Judices ? 4. Put 
the cais, we could be Judges, and the matter committit to us, we 
could not doe it lawfullie; Indicta causa reis non citatis et auditis. 

This wes our premeditat answer for the first heid of the two 
proponit by the King: But by quhat counsellour, or on quhat con- 
sideratione, I can not tell; the King had takin ane uthir cours, 
quhilk wes to appel* every ane in particular, that heiring® every 
manis forme of speiche and answer, they mycht marke and tak ad- 
vantage of menis infirmities and formes of behavior for thair pur- 
pose. And so admitting that, after menis dyett, diverse. of the 
Counsel of England, to witt, the Bisschoppe of Canterbury, placit 
at the Kingis rycht hand, the Erle of Salisberrie, Great Secretar, 
the Erle of Suffolk, Great Chamberlane, and the Erle of Worches- 
ter, Maister of the Hous, the Erle of Nottinghame, Great Admirall, 
the Erle of North-Hamptoune, Lord Knollis, [the Lord Stencrope, *] 
with diverse utheris Nobillis, and with thrie or four Bisschoppis and 


| Adv. MSS. “ Queen’s.” ? Into the King’s presence. 3 Adv. MSS. “ could 
not thus.” 4 Ib. “ pose.” 5 Ib. “ whilk weighted.” © Omitted in Univ. MS. 
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Deanes, standing in diverse duris behind the tapestrie, quho, 
comeing in now and then, discoverit thame selffis: Hither also the 
Prince wes brought, standing at his fatheris left hand, with all the 
Scottis Nobillis and Counselloris. The King, efter reassouneing of 
the poynt left at the last day, com in end to be resolvit of this 
questioune particularly, Quhither the Assembly last haldin at Abir- 
deine wes ane lawfull Generall Assembly or not ?—and the proceid- 
ings of thais Bretherine thairat and eftir, and quhether thais [were] 
justifiabill, yea or no? “ And,” (sayis he,) “I will beginne at yow 
_ Bisschoppis and Commissiouneres.” Thais wer Ministers, Mr 
George Glaidstanes, Mr John Spotiswood, Mr James Law, Mr 
Andro Lamb, now Bisschoppis ; Mr George Nicolsoune, Mr Patrik 
Scharpe, Mr Robert Howie, and the Great Commissiouner Lawri- 
stoune ; quho all answerit, “'They had evir damnit! that Assembly 
and the proceidingis of thais Brithrine as unlawfull.” 

And sua it com to us: “ Now, Siris,” sayis the King, “ Quhae 
say ye, and first Mr Andro Melvill?’ Quho, with meikle low 
courtessie, talkit all his mynd in his awin maner, roundly, soundly, 
fully, friely, and fervently, almaist the space of ane hour, not omit- 
ting any poynt he could remember. In end, in effect he refusit to 
judge of that Assemblie ; for the reassounes afoir sett downe. 

Mr James Balfour followis at the Kingis calling, regraiting hevily, 
uncharitabill and fals delatiounes maid of him, in end answerit him 
to the samyn effect; and that utherwayis he could not sie how the 
peace of the Kirk could be settillit. 

The King spendit meikle tyme with thais tuo ; and, smelling how 
the matter went, semit wery, and callit on Mr James Melvill; quho 
answerit and said, “ Sir, I will not weary your Majestie, quhairfoir 
pleis yow ressave my answer schort. Thair hes bein meikle tyme 
spent about the questioune: Iff it be in thes?, sett it doun in wrytt, 
and we sall answer as we can: Iff it be im hypothesi, your Majes- 
tie’s demand is anent the Presbyteries, senderis, and the doeingis 
of thair Commissiouneres sent. Anent the senderis, I did schaw 


1 Ady. MSS. ‘“ esteemed.” 
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your Majestie their reasounes yisterday; and iff your Majestie 
judge a fault thairin, let the Presbyteries that sent the Commis- 
siouneris be punischit, and not the Britherine that wer sent be 
thame. Anent thair doeingis, it is judgit alreadie by your Majes- 
tie and Counsell; quhairin I am resolvit, with the pannell, to witt, 
to obtemperat either by obedience or patience. ff your Majestie 
pleas to judge it further be ane Generall Assemblie of the Kirk, 
quhilk is all our wisches, I can not prejudge that ; and iff, in the 
mein tyme, your Majestic will urge me for my judgment of the 
matter according to my conscience, unles that alledgit wronge done 
unto thame, and givin in by wrytt to your Majestie’s Estaitis in 
Parliament, last haldin at Perth, be considerit disscussit and 
rychtly judgit, I wald not for all the world condemne thame; ane 
coppie of the quhilk wrangis we are earnestlie desyrit by thame to 
present to your Majestie.” And this said, he stoppit to,’ and de- 
lyverit thame in the Kingis handis ; the substance quhairoff is sett 
doun in the storie befor. The King red thame all ovir quhill as 
the rest wer sporting, ? and with ane angry smyle, said, he wes glaid 
thai wer givin in. 

Mr Robert Wallace followed, regraiting also sume delatiounes ; 
and gaiff his judgment according to the preceiding: So did Mr Wil- 
liame Wattsoune, speiking scharpely againes the Commissiouner, 
Lauristoune, and laying the burdein of all upoun him; quho nevir 
replyit ane word. 

Mr Williame Scott followit, and declairit his judgment solidlie 
in few wordis, and conforme to thame befoir: With quhom to deall, 
the Advocat craifit licence of the King; and thair wes ane prettie 
peice of logicall and legall reasouneing, quhilk delighted and moved 
the judicious audiens. 

Mr Jobn Carmichaell and Mr Adame Colt wer commandit to be 
schort, and to speike thair mynd conforme to the rest, all most re- 
verently on kneis, but thairwith most friely, statly,* and plainely, to 
the admiratioun of the English auditorie, quho wer not accustomit 
to heir the King so talkit to and reassounit with. 


1 Stept up. 2 Ady. MSS. ‘‘speaking.”’ 3 Ib. ‘ stoutlie.” 
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In the end, Mr Andro Melvill, craiffing licence, on his knees, 
humbly to speik bak again, spake out in his awin maner, and friely 
_and plainely affirmit the innocence of thais guid, faithfull, and hon- 
nest Britherin, and in all thair proceidingis at Abirdein ; and thair- 
foir he recomptit the wrongis done unto thame at Linlithgow, as 
ane that wes present as an eye and ear wittnes ; and taking him in 
direct termes to the Advocat, Mr Thomas Hammiltoune, he invyit! 
scharpely againes him, telling him planely and pathetically, of his 
favouring and spaireing the Papistis, and craftie, cruell, and malicious 
dealing againes the Ministeres of Jesus Chryst; so that he could 
have done no moir againes the saintis? of God then he had at Lin- 
lithgow! At the quhilk wordis the King luiking to the Arch- 
bisschoppes, sayis, “ Quhat? Me thinkis he makis him the Anti- 
chryst!” And, suddentlie, again with ane oath, [exclaims,| “ Be 
God! It is the divelis name in the Revelatioune ! He hes maid the 
divel of him, wel-belovit Bretherine, brother Johne !” And so, cut- 
titly ryseing, and turneing his back, he sayes, “ God be with yow, 
Siris !” ‘ 

Quhen we wer gone out of the Palice a lytle way towardis Kings- 
toune, Mr Alexander Hay sendis back for us, and withall, in the 
Uttir Court, reidis to us a chairge from the King not to returne to 
Scotland, nor to com neire the King, Quein, nor Prince their 
Courtis, without a speciall calling for, and licence. 


Wednisday, the 24 of September, about twelve houris of the 
day, a yong man come from Mr Alexander Hay with a ticket, de- 
syring us all, in his Majestie’s name, with all convenient speid, to 
come to Court; and first to the said Mr Alexander Hayis chalmer, 
as*the beirer would schaw the way. The ticket wes directit on the 
back to Mr James Melvill, in speciall. Quhen we wer com neir, 
and at the place desyrit, Mr Alexander his chalmer, [he] shew us, 
and the said Mr James in speciall, that he wes directit be his Ma- 
jestie to desyre him to subsecryve the sched* of paper givin in be 


1 Ady. MSS. “‘inveighed.” 2 Tb, “servants.” 3 Tb. “ scheet.” 
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him yisterday to his Majestie: Quho answerit, “ Lett me sie it, and 
wryt the answer thairon, quhilk I maid to his Majestie yisterday, 
concerneing the caus and maner how I delyverit it, and I wald 
glaidly subscrive the same ;” provyding that the said Mr Alexander 
wald give him selff thairefter a coppie, all subscryvit with his hand. 
So he gave him in the Instructiounes to perveise’ the coppie. 
Quhilk being done, the said Mr James wret the answer and maner 
of delivery of them in the Kingis hand, as is above sett doun, and 
subscryvit the same. This being done, the said Mr Alexander 
schew that he wes desyrit also by the Kingis Majestie to aske him 
of quhom he had thais Instructiounes, and quhen he gatt thame ? 
He answerit, “In a packet from Scotland, delyvered to him since 
he came from thence to Londoun, be quhom truely he could not 
remember, (neither could he indeid,) for that the beirer was un- 
knawin to him, and passit away suddently, and to delait any man 
to the Kingis Majestie uncertainelie he could not.” With the 
quhilk answer he passit from us to the King. 

In halff ane houre eftir com to us the Erle off Glencairne, with 
Mr Johne Gordoun, Dean of Salisberry, schewing us that thai wer 
sent from the Kingis Majestie to desyre of us ane answer in wryt, 
subscryvit be our handis, to this questione, “QUHAT THE KING MAY 
DOE IN MATTERES ECCLESIASTICALL? AND QUHITHER OR NO HE 
HAD THE WHOLE POWER OF CONVEINEING OF ASSEMBLIES OR 
DISCHARGEING THAME? We answerit, that “TIff it would pleas his 
Majestie, or thame in his Majestie’s name, to sett doun the ques- 
tioun in wrytt, and subscryve it as from his Majestie, we sould 
glaidly also sett the answer doun and subscryve the answer; grant- 
ing to us sufficient tyme of advysement for the samyne, becaus the 
matter wes of great importance.” But, efter a peice of reassoufie- 
ing, they depairtit,? and returned back to the King without ane 
answer. Not long eftir thair goeing from us, Mr Alexander Hay 
come again, schawing Mr James Melvill that the King had red his 
answer, and wischit him to be moir laconike ; desyring him further, 


1 Collate, compare with. 2 Ady. MSS. “left us.” 
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iff it pleasit him, for thair was no danger of intercommoning, nethir 
carit the King meikle for the matter, to tell him from quhom he 
had his Instructiounes at Londoun. He answerit, that off con- 
science he wes nocht well rememberit, nor wes not accquantit with 
the man that delyverit thame; and to put any manis name in 
the Kingis hand upon conjecture he would not. So Mr Alex- 
ander, schewing us that the Erle of Glencairne, and Mr Johne 
Gordoun, would not come againe to us, and it drawing neir to 
evineing, we took a boat and com to Burstoune.! That day? Counte 
de Vaude-Mount, brothir to the Duke of Loraine, and Generall of 
the Venetian Infantrie, wes lookit for to come to Court to visit the 
King with four score of gentilmen in tryne, quho com on the morne. 
And so we had three dayis to refresche us and relax our myndis ; 
dureing the quhilk we wer visiting the feildis about, namely, Non- 
suche and Richmont; namely, we censurit all our wordis and ac- 
tiounes, with thankfullnes to God for bypast assistance, and prayer 
for continowance to the end. 


Sonday, the 28 of September, writtin for by Mr Alexander Hay, 
we come to Court, quhair wes prepairit for us a Royall Service, 
with quhilk the haill solemnitie of ceremonies in the Kingis Chappel, 
and Doctor Andrews, then Bischoppe of Exchester, maid the ser- 
mone on the tenth of Numberes, of the tuo trumpettis, thairon a 
long discourse ; proveing, that the conveineing of Assemblies and 
Counseles, and dischairgeing of the samyn, perteinit to Christiane 
Kingis and Emperoures, directly against his text, quhilk sayis, that 
the sones of Aaron should blow the trumpets. And becaus we wer 
attendit on by no honnest man, of any countinance, to leid us to 
dinner as befoir, howbeit, one tauld us it wes ready in the Queine’s 
chalmer,* as befoir, our braines full of wyne and musick, and our 
stomakes emptie of victuallis, we come home to dyne at Kingis- 
toune. Being at supper, ane uthir Lettre come from Mr Alexander 
Hay, biding us be at Court to-morrow againes eight o’clock in the. 
morneing, for the Scottish Counsel wes to deall with us. 

1 Adv. MSS. “ Kingstoune.” 207. f nit.’ 3 Ib. ‘* closet.” 
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So, on Monounday, the 29 of that moneth, tymous in the morne- 
ing as we wer wairnit, that day wes Assembly keipit in honour 
of Saint Michel; solemnly keiped, indeed, with strange musick, 
and hie service in the Kingis Chappel ; to the quhilk we wer desyrit 
to come, and commandit to bring Mr Andro and James Melvill 
cheiffly, be Mr Alexander Hay, at the Kingis expres command. 
The said Mr Alexander, becaus of the great thronge, convoyit thame 
thairin throucht the secreit passage throw the Chapplane’s chalmer. 
Mr James tauld his uncle by the way, that it wes to trappe thame, 
and assay thair patience, in cais they wer hard speik or wryt! any 
thing againes that superstitious vanitie. Thair we saw the King 
and Quein offer at the altar, quhilk wes decorit with tuo bukes, tuo 
basines with tuo candelstickes ; and upon this occasioun, Mr Andro 
maid the verses, for the quhilk thaireftir he was trublit. Thair one 
of the Count de Vaudemontis cumpanny, a German man, spake in 
Latine, in the hearing of many, “ Ego nunquam vidi talem cultum ! 
Nihil hic profecto deest de solemna missa, preter adorationem transub- 
stantial panis !” 

Efter service we waiteit on the Counsell till twelve houres; and, 
being fasting, we wer invited to breckfast be a guid freind, quhair 
we wer sent for ones, twyse, thryse, to come befoir the Scottish 
Counsel, quhilk had sittin long calling for us. Quhen we com, 
they wer angry becaus of our stay, and we told thame we had 
stayit till twelve houres a’clock fasting, and wer hungry, and could 
stay no longer. Sederunt, in the Erle of Dumbaris house, Argyll, 
Glencairne, Orknay, Wigtoun, Dumbarr, all Erles, Scone, Control- 
ler, Advocat, Hamiltoune, Lindores, Mr Peter Young, Kilsyth. 
We resolvit, befoir we com in, to make answer to nothing, bot to 
crave all in wryt to advisement, bot many could not keep that re- 
solution. All being coram, the Erle of Dumbar shew us it wes his 
Majestie’s will that the Council, thair conveinit in that kinde, sould 
deall with us severally in certaine heidis ; quhairin they would 
pray us to give plain and cleir answeris, for satisfactioun of his Ma- 
jestie, and all to goe furth and come in as we wer callit. 


1 Ady. MSS. “sound,” probably for round or whisper. 
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Mr James Melvill, first callit, compeirand, wes questiounit by 
the Advocat: 1. Quhither he had prayit for the Britherine in pris- 
soun? Quhither he allowit the keipeing of the Assembly at Abir- 
dein, and the declinatour usit be tham quho keipit the same, befoir 
the Counsel? 3. Quhither this wes his Lettre writtin to the Synod 
of Fyff, &c.? He answerit, he wes a frie subject of the kingdome 
of Scotland, quhilk had lawis and priveledges of its awin, as any in 
the world, to the quhilk he would stand. He thoucht thair had 
bein no lawfull summonds lawfully execut againes him: The Nobil- 
men thair sitting, nor yit he, wes not at home in thair awin native 
countrey : The chairge super inquirendis wes long syne put away 
and abolischit, as iniquouse and injust: He wes of no law nor reas- 
soun bound to accuse himselff, be furniseing dittay againes himselff. 
He desyrit the Nobillmen quho wer thair present to remember 
quhat they wer, and to deal with him (howbeit ane poor man, yit 
a frie-born gentil Scotis-man) as they would be content to be usit 
thamselffis, that is, by the lawis of Scotland. The Advocat, nocht- 
withstanding, urgit him to answer; with quhom he interchangit 
sume few! sentences, telling him, howbeit he had not studeit in the 
lawis as he had, yit he had sume piece of naturall witt, and had 
bein boith lernit and taught in logic, in the Scolis. The Erle of 
Dumbar sayis, “ Mr James, will ye not deinzie the Kingis Majes- 
tie with ane answer?” “ With all submissive reverence,” said he, 
“iff I may knaw the questioune, and haiff tyme to advyse on ane 
guid answer, ye sall haiff that,” said he, “and I sall doe all duetie 
again,” said Mr James. “I understand,” sayis the Erle, “that ye 
haiff a Supplicatioune from the Ministeres in prissoun to the King ; 
will ye give it me?” “ Yes, my Lord, it is my great desyre to haiff 
it presentit. I thank your Lordschip for mentiouneing thairof, 
humblie intreiting your Lordschip to present it to his Majestie, and 
to helpe thairin quhat your Lordschip can.” So he gave it to him, 
and wes desyrit to remove himselff to a bed-chamber thairin, and? 
to stay quhill* he wes callit againe. 


1 Ady. MSS. “ quick.” 2 Ib. “ within, there.” 3 Until. 
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And sua wer the rest callit round about, and sent in one by one 
to him, till Mr Andro Melvill, being at last callit, gaiff thame 
enought of it, alse plainely and scharplie as he wes accustomit, 
namely, telling thame flattly, that they knew not quhat they did, 
and wer degenerat from the antiant nobilitie of Scotland, quho wer 
wont! to give thair landis and lyffes for the fridom of the kingdome 
and Gospel, and they wer bewraying and ovirturneing the same! 
Till it became laite, and eftir sune-sett, that they were faine to di- 
mitt us to the nixt calling for. 

That same day, befoir noone, Mr James Melvill, walking in the 
great Hall of the Palice, Mr Doctor Montague, Deane of the 
Kingis Chappel, come by, with qubhom Mr James had this confer- 
rence: “ Will it pleas yow, Sir,” (quoth he,) “ to be favourabill to 
us and our caus at the Kingis hand?” “TI can not,” sayis the Doc- 
tor, “for ye ar againes the estait of our Kirk, that is, of Bischoppis, 
quhilk haith bein this system fyftein hundrith yeiris in the Kirk of 
Christ.” “Not so,” said he, “in this sort of Bisschoprick, invol- 
vit in civill and worldly effaires cum tipho? seculi hujus ! Such was 
niver in the Kirk of Chryst but since the Popes of Roome declairit 
thamself to be the great Antichryst.” “ Howsoevir,” sayis the 
Deane, “ye ar againes our Kirk and Bischoppes.” “If ye truble 
not us, we truble not yow,” (quoth he.) “Yes,” sayis the Deane, 
“ve haiff maid mentioun of our Bisschoppes to the King and your 
Parliament!” And with this he pulles out of his bosome the Pro- 
testatioune givin in to the Parliament at Perthe, and poyntit at the 
place quhair it mentiounit, Papisticall and Angelicall Bischoppes. 
“ Ay, the corruptioune of them!” sayis Mr James, “and I pray 
yow, Sir, think ye not thair is corruptioune in that estait?” “I 
think thair may be,” said he, “but ye deny the Kingis Supremacie.” 
“ None,” sayeth the uthir, “ that he sould haiff the Supremacie over 
the Ministrie.” “Yes,” sayeth he, “ that Supremacie that he sould 
haiff in the ministeriall Kirk; the quhilk athir the Pope, or the — 
Prince, or the Presbyterie, must have.” “The Pope sould not, we say 
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all.” “Mr Calvine gives it to the Presbyterie, and soe doe we,” 
sayeth Mr James. “ Ay,” saith the Doctour, “but that is treassoun 
in England, for the Prince hes it be our lawis.” “But not,” saith 
the uthir, “by our lawis of Scotland.” “But ye must haiff it sua 
in Scotland!” saith he; and sua abruptly went his way. 

Tuysday, the 30 of September, we wer bidden to the sermone 
againe befoir the Kingis removeall from Hamptoun Court, quhair 
Doctour King maid a most violent invective againes the Presby- 
teries, cryeing to the King, “ Doune! Doune with thame all!” 
The quhilk four Sermones wer, by commandement, imprintit soone 
eftir, as they wer purposely long befoir prepairit and dressit, and 
this day every ane of us returnit his answer in wryt to the Articles 
given us the day befoir, everie man severallie, to the samyn effect 
and substance, as we had answerit in word befoir. The same day 
also the King enterit in his progresse with Count de Vauddemount, 
and becaus thair wes a grait bussines, we behovit to haiff patience 
that day, and the day following. 

The second of October, we wer callit befoir the Scotis Counsel 
againe. They deliverit to us thrie Articles in wryt, willing us to 
make Answer thairto by wrytt; every man severallie to tak quhat 
tyme he pleisit, and to goe quhair he pleisit, so that we went far 
from Court, and maid knawin the place quhair we lay, that we mycht 
be fund quhen the King callit for us. The Articles follow, quhilk 
we desyrit to be subscrivit be the Counsel; quhilk they refusit, 
and commandit Mr Alexander Hay to subscryve for thame, quhilk 
he did. 


ARTICLES QUHAIRUNTO MR ANDRO MELVILL, MR JAMES MELVILL, 
MR JAMES BALFOURE, MR WILLIAME SCOTT, MR JOHNE CAR- 
MICHEL, MR. WILLIAME WATSOUN, MR ROBERT WALLACE, MR 
ADAM COLT, AR DESYRIT, IN HIS MAJESTIE’S NAME, TO GIVE 
THAIR DIRECT ANSWERES; EVERY ANE OF THEM SEVERALLIE 
FOR THAME SELFIS. 


“JT. Consider, quhither if or not they haiff transgressit thair 
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duetie, in making publict prayeres for thair Britherine in waird, as 
being afflictit, and ar willing to craiv his Majestie’s favour,’ thair- 
foir, sieing that thair said Britherine bydis in waird for just causses, 
and be ane just sentence of ane lawfull Judge, standing unquerrelit 
and unreduceit ? 

“TI. Quhither they acknawledge his Majestie, be prerogative 
of his auctoritie royall, as a Christian King, to haiff lawfull and full 
power to convocat, prorogat, and desert, upoun just and necessary 
causses knawin to him, the Assemblie of the Kirk within his Ma- 
jestie’s dominions ? 

“ TIT. Giff his Majestie, be his auctoritie royall, hes not lawfull 
and sufficient power to call and convein befoir his Majestie’s Coun- 
sel quhatsumevir persoun or persounes, civil and ecclesiasticall, for 
quhatsumeyvir faultis,? and give sentence thairannent ; and iff all his 
Majestie’s subjectis be astricted to compeir, being citit befoir his 
Majestie and Counsel, to answer, acknawledge, and obey his Ma- 
jestie and his Counselis judgment in the said effaires ??—2 of Octo- 
ber, 1606.” 

“ The Articles above writtin, be his Majestie’s Counsel, appoyn- 
tit to be deliverit out of my hand to the Ministeres above men- 
tiounit, be his Majestie’s speciall command, 

(A Ura 


Incontinent eftir our actioun at Hamptoun Court, Mr James 
Elphistoune, Secretar, wes directit away to Scotland, with commis- 
sioune to pronounce the sentence and doome againes the prissoun- 
eres in Blaknes; and unles they would acknawledge‘ thair offence, 
and craveing forgivenes, come in his Majestie’s will, to be banischit 
off his Majestie’s dominiounes, namely, the sex attaintit; and the 
rest to be confynit, sume in the Lewis,’ and sume in Kintyre, and 
sume in Caitnes; the most barbarrous pairtis of the realme. 


1 Adv. MSS. “ carry his Majestie’s feed,” feud, enmity. 2 Ib. “ offences.” 
3 Ib. “ offences.” 4 Ib. “ confess.” > Lewis, one of the largest of the 
Hebrides or Western Islands, 
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THE MANER OF [THE MINISTERES | THAIR PAIRTING FROM SCOT- 
LAND WES WRITTIN TO US, AS FOLLOWIS. t 


“J  wrett a Lettre to yow, Rycht Reverend, from Leith, the 6th 
of November, concerneing the Britherine in Blaknes, quho imbarkit 
the 7 of the same instant; [quhois depairtour wes boith joyfull?] 
and sorrowfull to many: Joyfull, in that many guid folkis quho 
wer present saw thair constancie and courage to stand for the guid 
caus they had in hand: But sorrowfull, becaus the land is deprivit 
of sua notabill lightis as they ar. The maner of thair depairtoure 
wes this: The 6 of November, about four eftirnoone, they wer de- 
syrit to come to the boat quhilk wes prepairit for thame, be the 
Watter-Baillie of Leith and Edinburgh; quho, obeying, come, ac- 
companeit with sume of thair dearest freindis and wyiffes to the 
peire, quhair thair wes a guid number of peiple waiting on, to tak 
the guid-night* at thame, and to sie thame, but eftir thair cumming 
hither, Mr Johne Welsche conceivit a prayer, quhilk bred great 
motioune in the heartis of all the heareres. Prayer endit, they tuk 
guid nycht of thair freidis, wyffes, and many uthir wel-willeres quho 
wer present, enterit into the boat, quhair they remainit a guid space 
waitting on the skipper, quho, becaus he wes not ready that nycht 
to goe aboard, and lyeing in the schipp, they wer desyrit by the 
Watter-Bailyie, either to goe aboard and lye in the schipp that 


1 The six Ministers who were tried for treason at Linlithgow, before Mr William 
Hairt of Levelands, Justice-Depute, and twenty Assessors, (composed of the Lord 
Chancellor, and Lords of the Privy Council,) on 10th January 1606, were Mr John 
Forbes, Mr John Welsh, Mr Robert Durie, Mr Andrew Duncan, Mr Alexan- 
der Strauchane, and Mr John Sharpe. The reader is referred for the details of 
these most oppressive proceedings to Pitcairn’s Criminal Trials, II. 494-504 ; Wod- 
row’s Church Hist., pp. 506-516 ; Hailes’ Memorials and Letters, Jac. I. pp. 1-4; 
Cook’s Hist. of Ch. of Scot., II. 160 et seg. ; M‘Crie’s Life of Melville, Il. 201 e¢ 
seq. ; and Calderwood’s Hist., p. 509 et seg., &e- Doom and sentence of banish- 
ment was pronounced on them, Oct. 23, 1606, in the Court of Justiciary, and the 
above is an affecting account of their embarkation at Leith.—Ep. 2 Not in 
Ady. MSS. 3 Taking farewell. 
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nycht without the skipper, or eles to goe to thair ludgeing that 
nycht, and be redy at the nixt call. 

“They, by Godis speciall providence, chusite to goe to thair ludge- 
ing; for that nycht come on a great storme, that the schippe wes 
forcit to saiff her selff in Kinghorne road all that nycht. They wer 
callit againe by tuo houres in the morneing ; quho, obeying, come to 
the schore and peer, accompanieit as the nycht befoir, no small con- 
curse of peiple being with thame, beyond expectatioune, so airly to 
sie thame boat. Prayer conceivit as befoir, by Mr Johne Welsche, 
they imbarkit, giving many exhortatiounes to all to hold fast the 
truth of the doctrine quhilk they had deliverit ; for the quhilk, they 
doutit no thing to lay doun thair lyfiis, let be to suffer banischment ; 
adding thairto, that quhilk they sufferit wes the great joy of thair 
conscience. In the meane tyme, the marineris haistit thame away, 
they not being abill to speik longer, nor we to heir, that boith the 
courage and joye they had in God mycht be manifest to all, they 
depairtit out of our sycht, making us to heir the confortabill joye 
quhilk they had in God, in singing a Psalme. Blissit be God, quho 
maid that actioun glorious, and gracit them in the heartis and eyis 
of all that lookit on thame, and graunt me grace, for my pairt, niver 
to forget it! 

“ The Bischops, returneing from England, presentit a Proclama- 
tioune to the Presbyterie, that no Minister sould be so bauld, under 
the pain of death, as to pray for thame; lykwayis ane Lettre came 
from the Counsel, schawing them that it wes his Majestie’s will, 
that the Ministeres of the Presbyterie sould supplie thair roumes 
that wer put away, till he saw to the planting of thair Kirkes. I 
may well regrat the miserabill estait of this Presbyterie, above any 
of the land, sen thai and the rest left it! God amend it! To quhom 
we ceise not to commend yow.” 
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THE PROCLAMATIOUNE, MENTIOUNIT IN THIS FORMER 
LETTRE, BY THE KING. 


“¢ Quhairas diverse of the Ministerie of that our realme of Scot- 
land, patrounes, as it seimit, of that contemptuous Conventicle at 
Abirdeine, the 2 of July 1605, by a little handfull of the basest and 
most ignorant sort of that professioun; quhois seditious proceid- 
ingis being first condemnit by our Counsel in that kingdome, and 
thaireftir the samyn, by the Commissiouneres of the Generall As- 
sembly, declairit to be no lawfull meitting ; and the principall auc- 
toris of that Conventicle, haiffing incurrit the paines of treassoun 
for thair treassounabill declyneing of our Counselis auctoritie, for 
the quhilk they wer convictit in a Justice [Court,] holdin at Lith- 
gow, the 10 of Januar last bypast, doe not spair, in thair ordinarie 
sermounes and excercises, and in thair prayeres, to remember thais 
convicted traitoures, as distressit, afflictit, or persecutit Britherine, 
praying for thair deliverie ; implying thairby us to be tyrantes, and 
our governement tyrannicall; to the high contempt of us and our 
auctoritie, as without all example of ony tyme formerlie observit in 
ony Christiane Kirk. Our will and pleassoure is, heirfoir, that by 
oppin proclamatioune at our mercat-crosse of our burght of Edin- 
burght, and all uthir places neidfull, in our name and auctoritie, 
command all and quhatsomevir Ministeres of that our kingdome, 
be inhibit and dischairgit, that none of thame presume, or at any 
tyme heireftir to remember in thair sermounes and prayeres any 
of thais convictit traitouris, or any uthir of thair Britherin quho ar 
in waird, als guiltie of the same treassoune, neithir any way mak 
mentioun of thame, eithir generally or particularly of thame, in any 
of thair publict excercises, eithir in preiching or prayeres, (except 
it be in disallowing thair proceidingis,) under the pain of death, to 
be inflictit with all rigour upon sic as will presume to controvein 
presently the command of this our present chairge: Commanding 
thairby expresselie the Lordis of our Counsel, Shereffes, Bailyies, 
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and all uthiris Magistratis quhatsomevir, alseweill in regalitie as in 
royaltie, Provestis and Bailyies of our burghtis within townes, and 
all Barronis, and Gentillmen of any qualitie, within our kingdome, 
that iff any of thame be present at any sic excercises, preaching, 
and prayers, quhair thais traitoures and utheris followeris salbe 
favourabillie remembered, that incontinent upoun the end of the 
sermone thai caus the Minister, trespasser heirin, to be takin, and 
then committit to the neirest waird ; and eftir acquanting our Coun- 
sel thairwith, that they bring sufficient prooff and verificatioune 
thairof befoir thame, to the effect that the same may be condignely 
punischit, and that uthires may be terrifieit by thair example from 
committing the lyk: And our further plesour and will is, that prin- 
tit coppies of this our chairge be delyvered to the principall Ma- 
gistratis, boith to burght and landwart, and to all the Ministeres of 
any principall burght within that our realme, that none dar, be any 
maner of way, pretend ignorance heirof. Givin at our Court at 
Hamptoun, the 26 of September 1606. God saiff the King. 

“‘ Printit at Edinbruche by Robert Charteres, printer to the 

Kingis most excellent Majestie, anno 1606.” 

Mononday, the sext of October, Mr Williame Scott and Mr 
Williame Watsoune wer sent for by the Archbischope of Canter- 
berrie ; and eftir long conferrence, he propounit to thame thrie 
Questiounes, quhilk he wald haiff given tham in wryt; bot they 
would not ressaive thame, leist that sould haif brought on a dispu- 
tatioune. 


THE QUESTIOUNES, AS THEY WER REPORTIT, WER THAIS. 


“1. Quhither, in any of the Antiantis, the name of the Presby- 
ter wes found givin to any that [had not'] teichit the Word and 
ministerit the Sacramentis ? 

“2. Quhither, ever among the Auntiauntis we red of a Presby- 


1 Not in Univ. MS, 


=F 
\ 
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terie or Ecclesiastic Senat,! that had [not?] in it, and above it, a 
Bischope ? 

“3. Quhither the nam of a Bischope, in the Antiantis, wes found 
given to ony quho had no superioritie above the Presbyterie, or 
Ecclesiastical Synod, and the rest of the Presbyterie and Clergie ?” 

We understood also, by thame, that the Archbisschop had gottin 
directioun from the King to conferr with us all, and travell to con- 
vert us ; but he fand thais tuo Brither so hard of his lair,? that he 
dispairit to call for thame again, or for any moe of us. We under- 
stood also that thair wes moe nor ane hundred Missive Lettres, 
wryttin and signettit, to be directit home to Scotland about sume 
great matter ; quhilk eftirwaird we knew to be for the Conventioun 


at Linlithgow. 


Twysday, the 7 of October, Mr Andro Melvill and Mr James Mel- 
vill were callit to be accquantit with a wyse, godly, and worschip- 
full antient Knight, Sir P. Haistis,‘ quho thankit God exceidingly, 
and congratulat to us greitly the haill actioune at Hamptoun Court ; 
schawing, that it wes meikle talkit of, and commendit amongst all, 
and would doe much good, not only to our Kirk, but to uthiris, 
namely, that courage and friedome of speiche, and constant stand- 


- ing to the truth of the caus. Thais Britheris and many the lyk 


approbatiounes, togidder with the rest of the particularis of these 
eight Britherine’s privat actiounes and conferrences, I ovirpasse, 
and will now proceid to thair deiling with the King, and of his 
Majestie with thame. 

Amongis the Britherine of the Ministerie quho stuid with the 
Bisschopes againis us at Hamptoun Court, thair wes one Mr James 


' Nicolsoune, a man of many guid qualities and deipe naturall witt, 


quho, the 7th day of December, before mentiounit in the beginning 
of this Historie, wes a cheife counseller amongis us, in all his pro- 
ceidingis, and a standert-beirer amongis the Commissiouneres of the 


1 Ady. MSS. “ Ecclesiastical Synod.” 2 Not in Uniy. MS. 3 Learning, 


tuition. ; 4 Left blank in Ady. MSS. 
74 1G) 
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Kirk, and quhois boith pen and mouth wes most in all thais ac- 
tiounes. This man wes now broken to tak in ane Bisschopricke, 
and become to the King cheiff counsellere againes us in all his 
proceidingis, without our Kirk. He wes the speciall familiar of 
sume of us, quhom we boith lovit and reverencit ; and, thairfoir, we 
thought guid to send unto him tuo of our number, and his great 
accquantance, Mr Williame Scott and Mr Johne Carmichel, quho, 
quhen they had talkit with him, and conferrit, fand small content- 
ment; yit they deliverit to him all our Answeres to the Articles givin 
us by the Counsel, expouneing to him also our Greiffes, as the 
King desyrit we schould: The substance of the quhilk followis, for 
we wer all conforme to one effect, howbeit sume more lairge nor 
uthiris ; and becaus it wes givin out sclanderousely that we agrieit 
with the Papistis in denyeing the Kingis supremacie, and were un- 
rully, rebellious, and unreverent, we usit the greitter submissioune. 


WITH ALL SUBMISSIOUN, HUMILITIE, AND REVERENCE, TO THE 
KINGIS SACREID MAJESTIE, AND WITH ALL HEARTIE AFFEC- 
TIOUNE TO HIS GRANDNES, AND EXTOLLING ABOVE ALL MEN 
UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH, JAMES MELVILL’S ANSWER 
TO THE QUESTIOUN PROPOUNIT BY HIS MAJESTIE’S MOST 
HONORABILL COUNSEL. 


“1. L can not conceive a transgressioun of duetie in praying for 
our Britherine ; the command and the warrand being sua cleir in 
the Word of God, 1 Tim. ii. 1; 1 John v.16; Hebr. xiii. 3. And 
if I could conceive any prostrat at his Majestie’s feit, with my face 
upon the ground, I would ask willinglie, and most humblie craive 
pardoune and favour. 

“2. The lawes of the realme; the judgment, practise, and con- - 
stitutiounes of ou Kirk, are cleir heirannent; and if thair be any 
doubt remaining, if it is by the law and estait of the realme, let it 
be resolvit by the nixt Generall Assemblie, to the quhilk by the 
haill Synod it is referrit. 
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“3. The third is civill, for the most pairt maid of many interro- 
gatiounes, and not thairfoir to be simplely answerit; and iff it be 
\ doubtit off, it is be the law and estaitis of the realme to be ressol- 
vit: And for judging of the Ministeres in matteres spirituall and 
meir ecclesiasticall, such as concernes thair calling and poyntis of 
thair Ministerie ; the quhilk, as they have oft in Jesus Chryst and 
in his Kirk, [alenerlie, togidder with the Jurisdictioun of the Kirk, '] 
quhat it is, and how it differes from the civill Magistratis Jurisdic- 
tioun and power, the statutis of the realme, the judgmentis prac- 
tisit, and constitutioun of the Kirk, the Kingis Majestie’s Declara- 
tioune at Linlithgow, and in diverse Generall Assemblies, are most 
cleir and evident; to the quhilk I stand, till God teich my con- 
science better: Protesting befoir the great God of heavin and earth, 
that iff I thought it nocht a sinne againes Jesus Chryst, the Lord 
of lordis, and King of kingis, and so most dangerous to the Kingis 
Majestie’s persoun, croun, and estait, to ascryve * any further to him, 
thair is none living wald be glaider to imploye quhat lyis in his 
abilitie for avoweing, maintaining, and standing to the same to his 
uttirmost, then poore 

“ JAMES MELVILL.” 


The caus of our detentioune, howbeit, in truth, it wes to with- 
hold us till they had effectuat matteres at home, yit they gave it 
out to be for that we had not givin in our Answeres and Greives 
with our advyse, how the Kirk might be paciefieit: Thairfor, we 
thought meitt that all sould goe in befoir Mr James Nicolsoune 
went away, of whom we lookit for favour, he being now almost the 
Kingis only counseller in all thais matteres, and quho wes with the 
Erle of Dumbar, to enter to his journey. 


1 Not in Ady. MSS. : 2 Ascribe. 
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FOLLOWS THE GREIVANCES, AND ADVYSE HOW TO PACIEFIE 
THE KIRK. 


“Pleis your most excellent Majestie to heir the Greives quhilk 
your Majestie desyrit us to give upe unto your Hienes for redress- 
ing, as also our Advyse for paciefieing the estait of our Kirk: We 
are greivit that this four yeiris, the Generall Assemblie of the Kirk 
of Scotland hes bein prorogat in so neidfull and dangerous a tyme, 
quhen all estaites ar so cairfull of thair priviledgis; and Papists, 
Atheistis, and licentious persounes, contemneres of the Word and 
Discipline of the Kirk, incresses and aboundes: We ar grivit that 
fourtein Ministeres sould lye holden yeir and day in waird and 
prissoune, from thair flockes and families, quhilk the hand of God 
is stricking sua sore by the plague of the pestilence amongis tham : 
We ar grived that the Commissiouneres of the Kirk, that voitis in 
Parliament in name thairoff, had nethir enterit in that office nor 
behavit thame selffes thairin, according to thais Cautiounes and 
Orders sett down thairunto by your Majestie, in the Generall As- 
semblie holdin at Montrose; and namely, that these Cautiounes, 
ordained to be insert in the actis of parliament to be maid in thair 
favour, howbeit offerit be the Commissiouneres of the Generall As- 
sembly, were refusit and rejectit at Perth: We ar grivit that the 
Commissiouneres of the Generall Assembly maid no tymeous and 
faythfull wairneing to the Presbyteries of your Majestie’s will 
annent the prorogatioune of the Assembly appoyntit be your Ma- 
jestie to be haldin at Abirdeine, quhilk wes the first caus of all this 
trubill, and yit sume of thame satt in Counsel, and wer fordward in 
condemneing thair Britherine in prissoune: We ar grivit that your 
Majestie’s Commissiouner, Lauristoun, his unfaithful, foolich, and 
false deiling at Aberdein, the nixt and most caus of your Majestie’s 
offence, most evidently may be sein, and of the trubill of the 
Britherin: We are grivit at all the wrongis quhilk thais Britherine 
alledges done unto thame; most humbilly beseiking your Majestie 
to examine, consider, and amende thame, as, nixt under God, to 
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doe the same: We ar grivit that we ar deteinit so long frome our 
flockes and famelies in so dangerous a tyme of the plague of pesti- 
lence, and uthir great necessities: All the quhilk Greivances, if it 
wald pleis your gracious Majestie to tak it to heart, we dar be an- 
swerabill for it, upon the redresse thairof, that the estaite of our 
Kirk salbe paciefiet.” 


The 5 of November, the Parliament of England sat doun againe, 
quhilk maid us to be excluded againe from all actioun and dealing 
for our selffes at Court. In the meintyme, we keipit ane honnest 
tabille and ludgeing hous altogidder, quhairunto resorted many 
honest men and Britherin of the best sort : So, haiffing comfortabill 
commoditie of our being togidder, we thought it guid to tak us to 
sume guid excerceise of the Word and prayer, and fasting, joynit 
with humiliatioune, one day in the weik, namely, becaus of the dan- 
gerous deilling at home, that the Britherin thair mycht be constant 
that God in mercie wald give unfainyieit repentance to our haill 
Kirk, baith Pastour and peiple, for the lycht, estimatioune, and 
fruitless abuse of the Gospel, so sincerely and friely continowit so 
long a tyme in our country; and, for the quhilk, this heavie dis- 
sipatioune! and danger of greater corruptionne, wes hinging on ; 
that it mycht pleas God, with his mercifull eye, to look doun againe 
unto his awin Sion, to gadder him againe his disperssit, [and] to 
repair the breiches. That excercise continowit about ane moneth ; 
in the meintyme, not ceisseing, by all occasiounes of all our freindis, 
to give in our Supplicatioune to the Kingis Majestie, and to use all 
meines quhat we could for our friedome. ‘The effect we fand wes, 
on Sonday the 13 of November, Mr Alexander Hay come to our 
ludgeing, sent, as he said, from the King, to intimate ane ordi- 


nance for wairding of every ane of us with a severall Bisschoppe, 


so greitlie wes our remaineing togidder invyed: For boith the 
King and the Bisschoppes, namely of Canterbury, had their spyes, 
quho, under coullour of freindly visitatioune, reportit boith our 


' Soin all the MSS, Probably for dispensatioun, 
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speiches and actiounes; viz. Mr Andro Melville with the Bisschoppe 
of Winchester, Doctor Bilsoune; Mr James Balfour with Nor- 
witch, Doctor Bigom; Mr William Scott with Peter Burrow,’ 
Doctor Done; Mr Johne Carmichel with York, Doctor Matthow ; 
Mr Williame Watsoune with Londoun, Doctor Vaintham ;* Mr 
Adam Colt with Salisberry, Doctor Ravisch;? Mr Robert Wal- 
lace with Rochester, Doctor Barlow; Mr James Melvill with 
Duresm,‘ Mr D. James. 

This movit us all to great indignatioune and anger; so that Mr 
Alexander [Hay] wes laid upoun us all, round about, and in end 
ressavit this answer: “If we had committit any cryme, let us be 
judgit orderly and punischit ; uthirwayis, we would not disschonnour 
God, the King, and our callingis, to goe and ly at sic menis houssis, 
but would rathir chuse imprissonement or banischement.” We 
maist humbilly againe besought his Majestie to regaird his awin 
honour, quho had writtin for us so fairlie, the honour of our Kirk 
and countrie, affirmeing bauldly that they wer not guid Counselleres 
quho had mentiounit that. This, and meikle moir, wes reportit be 
Mr Alexander Hay. We hard no moir of that matter till ane 
quarter of ane yeir wes donne; and eftir being mychtily affrayit thair- 
with, we wer fain to breck up our societie, quhilk wes sua invyit ; 
but befoir we severit,? we thought it most needfull that the four 
sermounes that we hard at Hamptoun Court, and now ar newly 
publischit in prent, sould be answerit; quhilk travell we committit 
to thame quho thought thame selffis best disposit for the same. Unto 
ane of the numbir we injoynit to note and mark eligantly all pro- 
ceedingis, for informatioune to ane Historie, as it mycht pleas 
God to grant this benefit thairof to the posteritie. 

Sonday, the last of November, Mr Alexander Hay sent ane Lettre, 
desyreing, in the Kingis name, Mr Andro Melvill and James Mel- 
vill, with Robert Wallace, to come to his chalmer at Quhithall by 
ane of the clock. Comeing, he tauld us that thair wes certaine 
Verses maid in Latine, com in the Kingis hand, for the quhilk we 


1 The Bishop of Peterborough. 2 Adv. MSS. “ Wathand.” ? Jb, “ Beants.” 
4 The Bishop of Durham. 5 Ady. MSS. “ separated.” 
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wer to be callit befoir the Counsel of England; and so we wer 
callit by and bye. 

Mr Andro Melvill called, confessit that he had maid such Verses, 
being much movit in his mynd with indignatioun to sie such vani- 
ties' and superstitioun in a Chrystiane Reformed Kirk, under a 
_ Chrystiane King, borne and brought upe in the lycht of the Gos- 
pell most sincerely, befoir idollateres, to confirme thame in the 
same, and greive the heartis of true worschipperes. And being 
spokin unto by the Archebisschoppe of Canterburie, quho satt upp- 
most at the Counsell table, on the right hand, tuik occasioune 
plainely in his face, befoir the Counsell, to tell him all his mynd, 
quhilk burst out as inclossit fyre in watter! He burdeinit him with 
all thais corruptiounes and vanities, and superstitiounes, with pro- 
fanatioune of the Sabbath day, silenceing, imprissouning, and beir- 
ing doun of the true and faithfull? Preicheres of the Word of God, 
of setting and holding upe of Antichrystiane Hierarchie and 
Popische Ceremonies ; and taking him by the quhyt sleives of his 
rocket,* and schaiking them, in his manner, frielie and roundlie, 
callit thame “ Romishe ragis, and a pairt of the Beastes mark !” 
He tauld him further, that iff he wes the authour of the buik inti- 
tulat, “Scotiseing Genevating Discipline,” he estimit him the capi- 
tall enemie of all Reformed Churches in Europe ; and would pro- 
fesse him enemie to him and all such proceidingis, to the effusioun 
of the last droppe of all the blood in his bodie ; being uncessantely 
grivit at his verie heart to sie a man have the Kingis eare, and to 
sitt so hight in that honourabill Counsel of England! &c. He paintit 
out alsoe Bisschoppe Barlo for the wrytting of “The Conferrence 
at Hamptoun Court,” quhairin he had sett doun that “the King 
wes in the Kirk of Scotland, but nocht of it,” and uthir such horri- 
bill speiches ; marvelling that such a one wes unpunischit, and ex- 
amplarilie, for making the King of no Religioune! And entering in 
his sermounes maid last at Hamptoun Court befoir the King, he 


1 Ady. MSS, “ enormitiec.” 2 Ih. “sincere,” 3 Jb, “right hand-” 
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refutit the same so long as he gat audience and permissioune ; but 
he wes oft interruptit, and at last put furth in a place by him self. 

Mr James Melvill [was next] callit in, quhom the Chanceler usit 
verie courteouslie, with the style of lairneing, gravitie, godlines, 
wisdome, honesty, and truthe ; feiring, as it appeirit, the force of 
that Spirit, quhilk he neidit not, in useing such charmeing. He 
shew him how the Kingis Majestie had commandit thame off the 
Counsell to aske him tuo questiounes, not doubting but he would 
answer truely and plainely: First, Quhither he had written home 
to Scotland the lait proceidingis at Hamptoun Court betuixt his 
Majestie and us? He ansuerit, that at his coming from Scotland, 
his freindis wes desyreous to be informit of our matteres how they 
went, and sua he had promisit to thame ; and, for performeing of his 
duetie, he had written all. The Archbisschope askit him, How he 
had writtin of justiefieing his awin plott and pairt, and condemneing 
the Kingis pairt? He ansuerit, nethir by way of justificatioun nor 
condemnatioun, but only by a trew and simple way of narratioune. 
The Erle of Northamptoune insisted on the same poynt: To 
quhom he said, he had ansuerit already. The Chanceler sayis, “ He 
hes ansuerit simpelie and plainelie,” and sua movit the uthir ques- 
tioune, If he had sein certain Verses, writtin in Latine, againes the 
ornamentis of the Alter of the Kingis Chappel ? He said, he could 
not answer till he sawthame.' They gaiff him thame to reid ; quho 
then said, he had sein such Verses in his uncle’s, Mr Androis hand, 
eftir the making of thame at Hamptoun Court, and knew weil the 
greit greiff thairof, and motioun of hismynd? at that tyme. They 
askit, If he had givin out any coppies thairof, to send thame to 
Scotland? He said, Nay, non at all ; nethir knew he yit of ony givin 
out by his uncle to any man being on lyff; and marvelit how they 
could come in the Kingis hand. So he wes bidden to rémove, and 
Mr Robert Wallace called. He wes demandit the samen ques- 
tiounes, and answerit conforme. 


1 Adv. MSS. “heard these Verses.” 2 Tb. “ heart.” 
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Eftir ane houre’s advysement, we wer all callit in togidder ; and 
Mr Andro, eftir a long and grave admonitorie oratioune of the 
Chancellor, Lord Edgertoune, that with his learneing and yeires 
he sould joyne wisdome, gravitie, modestie, and discretioun, he wes 
committit to the Deane of Paulis, to remaine in his custodie dureing 
the Kingis Majestie’s will; and the uther tuo commandit to the cus- 
todie of thair awin wyse and discreit cariage, with a gentill wairne- 
ing to tak heid to thair actiounes, speiches, and wryttingis too. 

The purpose of all this wes to snare Mr Andro Melvill, quhom 
they knew to be frie of speich, that they mycht haif sume appeir- 
ance of just occasioun to mak him fast,! and sua to be quyt.of his 
hinder? in the prosecutioun of the Episcopall purpose ; for, soone in 
the morneing, Mr Alexander Hay com with the warrand and com- 
missioun, to put the Counsellis decreit to executioun, and restit 
not till the tyme he had gottin Mr Andro enterit in the Dean of 
Paulis hous and custodie, quhair he remained quhill the moneth of 
Marche. 

In the moneth of March, [1607,] the Counsel sent a Lettre of 
Warrand to the Deane of Paulis as followeth : 


THE COUNSELIS LETTRE AND WARRAND UNTO THE DEANE 
OF PAULIS. 


“ Quhairas ane Minister of Scotland, Mr Andro Melvill, hes, be 
the Kingis Majestie’s commandement, bein callit befoir us at the 
Counsel-Boord, quhair he had confessit himselff to be the auctour 
of certaine Verses, or rathir a Pasquill, tending to the scandell and 
dischonour of the Kirk of England ; for the quhilk his great offence 
he had been censurit to be restrainit of his libertie untill such forder 
proceedingis sall be takin order with him as sall seim guid to his 
Majestie, in such a caus as this, and by impunitie: Yow sall heirby 
understand that his Majestie hes made chuse of yow, for the pre- 
sent, to ressaive him in your custodie. Quhairfoir, in his Majestie’s 


1 Ady. MSS. “sure.” 2 Tb. “hand.” 
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name, we doe requyre yow furthwith to ressaive him accordingly, 
to remain in your house at Paulis; not suffering any to haif accesse 
unto him, until his Majestie’s further plesoure heirin to yow be sig- 
nified. It is also thought expedient that yourself doe, at conveni- 
ent tymes, conferr with him in such poyntis quhilk yow sall find 
differing from the discipline of the Kirk heir establischit, for his 
better satisfactioun and conformitie; quhairin, by your guid in- 
devour, you may deserve very weill of his Majestie, and so of us: 
So, not doubting of your extraordinar reguard heirin, we bid yow 
fair weil.” 


THE ALTAR VERSES FOLLOWIS—EPIGRAMMA. 


Cur stant clausi Anglis, libri duo, Regia in Ara, 
Lumina ceca duo, pollubra sicca duo ? 

Num sensum cultumque Dei tenet Anglia clausum 
Lumine ceca suo, sorde sepulta sua, 

Romano et! ritu, Regalem dum instruit Aram ? 
Purpuream pingit religiosa lupam ! 


[TRANSLATED THUS. | 


On Kinglie Chappell aultar standis 
Blind candelstickis, and closit buikis, 

Dry silver basines, tuo of each: 
Quhairfor, saith he, quho luikis, 

The mynd and worschippe of the Lord 
Does England so keipe closse ? 


Blind in hir sycht, and buried in 
Hir filthines and drosse : 
And quhill with Roman ritis schoe does 


1 Ady. MSS, “an,” 
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Hir kingly altar dresse, 
Religiously a purple quhoore 
To tame sche does professe !! 


The speciallis of the Ministrie being now to be exilit,? wairdit, 
and confynit, they thought to mak ane assay*® of a Generall As- 
semblie, quhereby to proceid one step forward. So about the be- 
ginning of December,‘ a Lettre com from his Majestie to everie 
Presbyterie, commanding thame to send such men to Linlithgow, 
quhois names wer in the Lettre, the tenth of that instant, to con- 
sult and resolve with sume Nobillmen for suppressing of Papistis 
and removeing of jarris from the Kirk ; (for they durst not as yet 
nominat a Generall Assemblie for feir of the successe thairof.) 
Privily Lettres wer also directit to particular Brither, commanding 
thame to keipe the place appoyntit, quhither the Presbyterie gave 
thame Commissioun or not. Out of sum Presbyteries were named 
none, out of the most pairt three, out of sum four or fyve, out of 
sum six, according as they were maid to favour the purpose. So 
thair met about one hundred and twenty-nine Ministeres, and No- 
bilmen, Officeres of Estaitis, and Barrounes thirty-three, or thairby, 
att Lithgow the tenth of December. Maister Patrick Galloway, 
last Moderator, wes desyrit to mak the exhortatioune, acording to 
the ordour; bot he refusit, becaus he knew not of any tyme ap- 
poyntit for ane Generall Assembly, and thairfoir wes not prepairit. 
So Mr James Law, lait Bisschope of Orknay, made the exhorta- 
tioune ; and thereafter Mr Patrick prayit, and producit four in 


1 In the Adv. MSS., another translation of these Verses follows the lines by Andrew 
Melvill, which it has been considered proper to be inserted here : 


Why stands there on the Royall Altar hy, 

Two closed bookes, blind lights, two basins dry ? 
Doth England hold God’s minde and worship closse, 
Blind of her sight, and buried in her dross? 

With Romish rites King’s Chappell doth thee dress, 
Religious she the Red Whore dothe express ! 


2 Ady, MSS, “ expelled.” 3 1b. “ offer.” 4 7b. © September,” erroneously, 
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lait! from his Majestie, Mr Patrick Scharpe, Alexander Lyndsay, 
Robert Howie, and Mr James Nicolsone, quho wes chosine Mo- 
derator. 

All lawis wes sought out againes Papistis; and becaus the fault 
was inlaike? of executioune, ane Ovirture wes fund that everie Pres- 
byterie sould haiff ane Agent for persewing of Papistis, and the 
said Agent sould haiff ane hundred pundes out of the Thesaurie for 
his expensses. Then it wes askit of be the Moderator, Quhat wes 
the caus of the jarris of the Kirk? It wes answerit, For want of 
a frie Generall Assemblie ; thairfoir thair wes one ordainit presently, 
to be hauldin at Edinburgh, the last Tuysday of July nixt follow- 
ing. Supplicatioune being maid for the banischit Britherin, for 
Mr Robert Bruce, and all these that“wer deteinit at Lundoun, all 
wer tint? in the houpe of thair restoreing. 

Then comes in his Majestie’s speciall desyre, that untill the tyme 
_ that Papistis wer repressit, and all jarris removit out of the Kirk, 
ane Constant Moderator mycht remaine in every Presbyterie, for 
sundry reassounes, namely, for that betwixt Moderatoris quha wer 
changit sua oft, proces, diligence, and executioun followit, the new 
being unacquantit with the former proceedingis. The matter com 
toreassouneing. Mr Patrick Galloway propounit three reassounes 
in the contrair: First, The prejudgeing of the Presbyteries of thair 
frie electioun quho best did knaw the qualitie of thair memberes : 
2dly, The danger of tyrannizing of the Moderator above the Bri- 
therin, and usurpatioun of auctoritie and jurisdictioun over thame : 
3dly, The prejudgeing of the Generall Assemblie of the frie nomi- 
nating of Commissiouneres out of every Presbyterie; for, by ap- 
peirance, thair wes no uthir thing meinit by this but to mak the 
Generall Assembly to consist of Bisschopes and Constant Modera- 
tores of Presbyteries, quho mycht doe quhat they list. As to the 
reassounes propounit, it wes eisily ansuerit, that all the Presbyteries, _ 
and every Brothir thairof, sould knaw the estait and proceidingis of 


'Jn leet. The Adv. MSS. read, probably erroneously, ‘‘ wailit,” which signifies 
chosen, picked out, or selected, 2 Lack, 3 Lost. 
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matteres ; and so, any mycht be able aneught to put matteres in 
mynd for executioune, meikle maire the meittest chosine for the 
purpose, according to the postoure and estait of the matteres in hand, 
for removeing thereof, and of sic dangeres and difficulties, thais 
Cautiounes wer provydit, that the Constant Moderatoris sould be 
answerabill to the Moderator of the Synode, and to the whole Sy- 
nod itself, for all his oversycht and his offences, and removeabill 
be thame eftir a lawfull tryall, and the worthiest of his Presbyterie 
preferrit to his place; that every Presbyterie sould haif the frie 
electioun of tuo uthir Commissiouneris to every Generall Assem- 
ble; and that it sould be in that Presbyterie’s hand and adoptioun 
to accept of that Moderator nominat or not. 

Thir Cautiounes being sett doun, and the Articles fully ' aggrieit 
upoun in the Privie Conferrence, it passit in the oppin Assemblie, 
and agrieit, that he quho befoir wes namit the Agent sould be this 
Constant Moderator. The Bisschoppes, with thair awin consentis, 
wer ordainit to be subject thair to the Discipline of the Kirk, and 
remaine and be Pastoris in the Kirk of their awin Bisschopprickis, 
and to underly ? the censure of their particular Presbyteries: And in 
caice, at the next Generall Assemblie appoynted to be holden at 
Edinbruche, it salbe found that they haif any wayis transgressit the 
Cautiounes they offerit, evin thair to lay doune thair Bisschopprickis 
at the Assemblie, that his Majestie mycht bestow the same upoun 
any uthir of the Ministerie that salbe thought meit for the place. 

Immediatlie eftir the Assemblie the Lordis Collector, Blantyre, 
Clerk off Register, with the Moderator nominat in the Assemblie, 
viz., Mr James Nicolsoun, come to Edinbruche ; and on the Pres- 
byterie day urgit thame to ressave thair Moderator, nominat at the 
Assemblie, viz., Mr Johne Hall. Thair the Act wes red, but they 
quho hard it and wes at Lithgow, to witt, that the Bisschoppes ar 
ordainit Moderatoris of the Synodis; quhilk Mr Patrick Galloway, 
and Mr Johne Hall, and more, affirmit, that it wes nevir spokin of 


in that Assemblie. 3 


1 Adv. MSS. “openly.” 2 Be subject and submit to, 


’ 


686 THE CONTINUATION OF 1606. 


The nixt Wedinsday the Presbyterie of Dalkeith wes urgit, quho 
sought the Act to be advysit, withall promiseing thaireftir to give 
thair answer; but the Act could not be had, neither by thame nor 
by na uthir, till it wes produceit in a Synod in Fyff, eftir the death 
of the Moderator, almost aught monethis thaireftir: But in the place 
thairof thair passit out Lettres from the Counsell, chairgeing the 
Presbyterie to accept of thair Constant Moderator in every Pres- 
byterie, in the Generall Assembly holdin at Lithgow, quhairoff the 
tennour followis : 


[LETTERS FROM THE PRIVY COUNCIL CHARGING THE PRESBYTERIES 
TO ACCEPT OF CONSTANT MODERATORS. | 


“ Jamus, be the grace of God, &c. Forsaumeikle as the Generall 
Assemblie of the Kirk, keipit at our burghe of Linlithgow, in the 
moneth of December last bypast, and assistit by a frequent number 
of the Nobilitie, Counsel, and Barrounes of this our kingdome, it 
wes thought verie meit and expedient, and in end concludit and 
agrieit, with uniforme consent of the Assemblie, that, for the weill 
of the Kirk, and staying of the number and growth of Papistis in 
this our kingdome, thair sould be a Constant Moderator for a cer- 
taine space, nominat in every Presbyterie, quho sould haif the 
chairge to informe the Lordis of our Secreit Counsel of all Papistis, 
recusantis, and contemneris of discipline in this land, and to seik 
the executioun of our lawis againes thame; as in the act maid 
thairanent at mair lenth is conteinit : Quhilk being sein and consi- 
derit be us, we haif not only approvit and allowit the samyn, and 
interpounit our auctoritie thairunto, but haif reeommendit it to our 
Counsel that they haif speciall cair and regaird to sie the same res- 
saive thair dew obedience and executioun ; lykeas N. wes nominat 
and appoyntit Moderator for the Presbyterie of N.: And albeit it 
wes houped that this godly and necessare conclusioun, importing 
sua hightly the weill of the Kirk, sould haif bein ressavit with all, 
thankfullnes, and embracit be the Presbytries of this our kingdome ; 
nevertheles, the Ministeres of the Presbytrie of N., for quhat caus 
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we knaw not, refuisses, or at the leist delayes, to ressaive the said 
Moderator, and to conforme thamselvis to the ordinance and con- 
clusioune forsaid; the controveining quhairoff will altogidder mak 
the samyne ineffectuall, without remeid be provydit. Our Will is 
heirfoir, and we chairge yow straitly, and commandis, that inconti- 
nent thir our Lettres sein, ye pas, and in our name and auctoritie, 
command and chairge N. N., Ministeres of the Presbytrie of N., and 
the Clerk of the said Presbyterie, to conforme thamselffis to the or- 
dinance and conclusioune of the said Assemblie, and to ressave the 
said Moderator, and to reverence him in all thingis dew to the pri- 
veledge of that office, without excuise or delay, within twenty-four 
houres nixt eftir they be chairgit be yow, under the pain of rebel- 
lioun and putting of thame to our horne; and if they failyie thair- 
in, the said space being bypast, that incontinent thaireftir ye de- 
nunce the dissobeyeris our rebellis, and put thame to our horne ; 
and if they failyie, that ye escheat, &c.: And siclyk that ye, in our 
name and auctoritie, command and chairge the said Moderator of 
the Presbyterie of N., to accept the said chairge upon him within 
the space of twenty-four houris nixt efter he be chairged be yow to 
doe so, under the pain of rebellioun and putting of him to our 
horne, and if he failyie thairin, the said space being bypast, that 
incontinent thaireftir ye denunce the dissobeyeris our rebelles, and 
put thame to our horne, and escheat and inbring all his moveable 
guidis to our use for his contemptioun: The quhilk to doe, &e. 
Givin under our Signett at Edinbruche the 17 of February, and 
of our reigne the fourtieth yeir, 1606. 
“ Per Actum Dominorum Secreti Consilit, 
“ Ja, PRYMEROSE.” 


About the end of December the Abot of Halirudhous and Mais- 
ter James Law, Bisschope of Orknay, wer sent to the King with 
the proceidingis of this Conventioune at Lithgow sett doune in 
wryt; quhairwith the King wes litle content, becaus they proceidit 
not frielyer ; and farder, sieing the Bisschoppes of the Presbyteries, 
and appoynting thame Moderatoris ovir the Provinciall Synodes, 


“ 
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the Abot laid all the waitt’ on the Bisschoppes, quho had yolun- 
tarily submitted thamselffis of new to the Presbyteries. Bisschope 
Law wes for this thoroughly chydit upoun; allwayis, the remedie 
wes, that nothing sould be put out? till some poyntis being put and 
mendit,® all sould be sent back againe to be given out in forme. 
And this was supposit to be death to* the Moderator, quho, in his 
wisdome, thinking to pleise both King and Kirk, had thankes of 
none. 

Bisschope Law, being at Londoun, abassit himselff to visit the 
Britherine deteinit thair; and coming quhere Mr James Balfour 
and Mr James Melvill lay, begouth® to expoune to thame the 
strait ordour takin with Papists at the Conventioun at Lithgow. 
Mr James Balfour sayis, “ In nomine Domini incipit omne malum ! 
This is pretendit, bot the dint (as yit, hes bein a long tyme) will 
lycht® on the Kirk, Discipline, and standeres by of the same.” 
Quoth the Bisschope, “ They sall call me a false knave, and never 
to be believit againe, iff the Papistis be not sua handleit as they 
wer never in Scotland!” “ That may weill be,” said Mr James 
Balfoure. In reassouneing with Mr James Melville he did tak a 
great and terribill attestatioune that he knew nothing of ony pur- 
pose the King had to alter and translait the Discipline and Governe- 
ment of the Kirk of Scotland, but only to seik the provisioun 
and estimatioun thairoff; vindicating the same from contempt and 
poverty ; and thairfoir they ar far to be blamed quho suspectit his 
Majestie and his Breitherine’s proceidinges: “ Nay,” said the uthir, 
“the King, boith by word and wryt, hes uttirit his mynde plainely ; 
but ye deall deceitfully, deceaving yourselffes and utheris; but God 
by tyme will mak all manifest ane day !” 


M.DC.VI. 


Upon Tuysday, the third of Marche, the Britherin deteinit wer 
chairgit of new againe, but in a new maner, to goe to the Bisschoppes 


! Wyte, blame. 2 Adv. MSS. “ goe further.” 3 Tb, “in a better order.” 
4 Ib. “the deid of.” 5 Began. 6 Alight, fall. 
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house. The maner of ane I will sett doun, for example of the rest. 
One Williame Sanderes come the day befoir to Mr James Mel- 
vill’s chalmer, and schew him that he wes directit be one of the 
Clerkes of the Counsel, nameit Sir Anthonie Ashlye, to delyver to 
him the coppie of a Lettre from the Counsel to the Bisschope of 
Duresme,' and to desyre the said Mr James, in the Kingis name, 
to goe with him to the said Bisschope. Mr James askit the fellow, 
iff he wald deliver a Lettre of his to him that sent him? quho said, 
he wald. So he wryt to Sir Anthonie, as followis : 


[LETTER MR JAMES MELVILL TO SIR ANTHONY ASHLEY. | 


“ My dewtie premitted,? Pleis your Worschip, understand, that 
one Williame Sanderes come to me this morneing, directit, as he 
doth affirme, from your Worschip, with a Lettre of the most Hon- 
orabill Counsel of England tothe Bischop of Durrahame, requyring 
him to ressaive me into his hous, and give me guid and kynd inter- 
tainement; and addith farder, that he had directioune to chairge 
me, in the Kingis name, to goe with him to the said Bisschoppe; 
quhairoff, quhen I had askit his warrand, he said he had non, but 
only directioun from your Worschip. Quhairfor, I haiff takin the 
boldnes to wrytt thir few lynes to your Worschip, quhairby I 
wauld humbly craiff of your courtessie, to understand quhat this 
matter sould mein, being verie strange to me; being sent for by a 
verie loving Missive Lettre from his Majestie, to come from my 
awin countrie, waiting, calling, and attending, thir six monethes 
past, on his Majestie’s plesoure, to my great chairges ; not being ac- 
cusit of any misbehaviour or cryme, to be chairgit to becume a do- 
mestick to a Bisschope in England, knawin to be of a contrair 
affectioun and oppinion of the Governement of the Kirk and Dis- 
cipline thairof, quhilk I tak to be ane harder punischment than im- 
prissounement or banischement: And as concerneing the non-satis- 
factioun of his Majestie in sindry poyntis, quhilk his Majestie ex- 


1 Durham. 2 Premised. 
74 8 
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pectit, and reclaimeing of us from such opiniounes, quhilk we ar al- 
ledgit to hould, repugnant to the guid governement of the Kirk, 
mentionit in the narratioun of the Counselis Lettre, thais can be no 
such imputatiounes as deserve punischment ; for quho can satisfie 
forder nor they ar able, be thair judgement and conscience? And 
quhat opinioune held we the Governement of our Kirk, uthir then 
that quhilk hes bein establischit in our Kirk of Scotland thais many 
yeiris bypast, and that by the warrand of the Word of God, his 
Majesteis lawis of the realme professit, subscryvit, and sworne, boith 
by the Kingis Majestie and haill Estaitis of the Kingdome of Scot- 
land? May it pleise your Worschip, thairfoir, to ressaive the infor- 
matioune of the order of this proceiding, that I may understand 
the nature thairoff, for giveing willing obedience in patient suffer- 
ing in all thingis dew I can, as I am most willing to rander obe- 
dience, in all humilitie, to his Majestie and most honourabill Counsel, 
with all humble thankfulnes for thair cair, dilligence, and courtesie, 
though I am most unwilling to precipitat the caus of our Kirk, or 
evin my awin poore conscience, persoun, and honnestie, in unneces- 
sarie uncoacted bussines, suffering danger or disgrace: Et st quid 
morte gravius imponitur mortem oppetere potius ducimus. So, most 
humbly and most ernestlie requyring your Worschipis answer [of 
courtessie, I commend yow to God. Blackfriers, the 3 of Marche 
1607.!] Your Worschipis,? as all dutie requyres, 
“ James MELVILL.” 


The gentleman very courtesslie returnit his answer as followis :? 

“ Mr James MELVILL,—Quhairas by your Lettre, ye requeist ‘4 
to ressaive of me such ane order and directioun as hes bein prescryvit 
be the Lordis of his Majestie’s Privie Counsel concerneing your 
present goeing to the Bisschope off Durrhame, I pray yow under- 
stand, that I knaw of no uthir nor is conteinit in thair Lordschipis 
Lettres, directit to the Bischope off Durrhame, quhairof I sent yow 


1 Omitted in Adv. MSS. ? Univ. MS. “ Wisdomes.” 3 Adv. MSS. 
«in the morning after, in these wordis.” 4 Ib. “ yow are earnest.” 
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a true coppie undir my hand, for your better satisfactioun ; quhair- 
unto, in my oppinioun, ye sall doe weill to obey and conforme your 
selff, as is requyrit, the rather of that becaus yow sie thair is nothing 
meinit thairby towardis yow but kynd and loveing intertamement, 
sic as is meitt for a gentillman lyk yow.! No doubt, his Majes- 
tie will tak a speciall notice of your willing obedience in this behalff; 
as, on the uthir syd, he may be movit on the contraire, in cais of 
your ovstinacie, quhilk I would wische yow to avoyde by all meines 
possibil. Yow may wysely conceve mor nor then is fitt for me 
to wrytt in a matter of this nature. Cor Regis in manu Domini. 
And evin sua I commend yow to Godis mercifull and saiff keippeing. 
From the Court of Quhythall, this feard? of March, 1607. 
“ Your loving freind, Ant. ASHLEY.” 


FOLLOWIS THE BISSCHCPPE OF DURRHAM HIS LETTRE SENT TO 
HIM FROM THE COUNSEL. 


“‘ Efter our verie hairtlie commendatiounes to your Lordschip : 
Quhairas six or seven of the Ministeres of Scotland, haifeing bein 
specially sent for by the Kingis Majestie, on sum such occasiounes 
as doe grytlie tend to the quyet estait of the Kirk, hes not givin 
his Hines that satisfactioun, in sundrie poyntis, quhilk he expectit ; 
and in regaird thairof ar not to returne home againe to thair coun- 
trie, forasmeikle as his Majestie, in his most princely cair for the 
settling of the Kirkes effaires of that kingdome, is verie desyreous 
to haif these said pairties reclaimed from such opiniounes, quhilk 
they hold repugnant to the guid governement of the Kirk, and 
not one ar fitter for that purpose nor his grave and learnit Bis- 
schoppes, alseweill by tham selff as by the assistance of uthir learnit 
men, about and neir thame, quhom they knaw fitt to be imployit 
in sic a work: We, by his Majestie’s directioun, doe desyre your 
Lordschip to ressaive to your hous Mr James Melvill, ane of the 
said Ministeres, to give kynd and guid intertainement for him self 


1 Ady. MSS. “ of your sort.” 2 Fourth. 


692 THE CONTINUATION OF 1607. 


and his servant, quhill he sall remaine with yow: Letting yow fur- 
der to knaw, that it is not his Majestie’s mynd to send him to yow 
as a prissouner, and to be in any wayes keipit or restranit, althought 
we doubt not but your Lordschip, in your wisdome, and Mr Melvill, 
in his discretioun, will so interprett his Majestie’s plesoure, as that 
neither of yow will permitt ony accesse of discontent and of fac- 
tiounes and scismaticall persounes, quhilk mycht nocht only hinder 
that guid successe quhilk his Majestie does houpe to find thairby, 
but lykwayis, to tend to sume furder inconvenientis to be preten- 
dit! by your Lordschip. And so we bid your Lordschip verie weil 
to fair.2, From the Court at Quhythall, the 28 of February 1607. 


(Signit by) 


“ Lorp TREASSOURER. EARLE SHREUSBURIE. 
L. CHANCELER. E. WoRCHESTER. 
Lorp [ARCHIEBISHOP OF*] Can- E. NoRTHAMPTOUNE.? 
TERBURY. E. SALLISBERRIE. 
D. Lennox. L. STAINHOUPE. 
L. ADMIRALL. Mr SECRETER HARBART.” 


L. CHALMERANE. 4 
(Directit to) “The Lord Bisschope of Durhame.” 


“ Concordat cum originali, An. ASHLAYE.” 


Wednisday, the fourth of Marche, Mr James [Melvill,] knawing 
the Bisschope of Durhame to be at Durrhame hous, and haifting the 
officer waiting on him, thought to goe to the Bisschope to testifie 
his obedience to the King; but thairwith to perswad and desyre 
the Bischope, iff he wer wyse, to concurr with him in suit to be frie 
of such a ghaist : And so, accumpaneit with Mr Williame Scott, we 
went to him, and tauld him he wes come to testifie the dispositioun 
of his heart inclynit and bent alwayis to rander obedience to the 
Kingis Majestie in all thingis dew; but thairwith to requeist his 
Lordschip to joyne with him in supplicatioun and dealing with his 


' Ady. MSS. “ prevented.” 2 Ib. “ farewell.” 3 Supplied from Ady. MSS. 
* Tb. “ Chambell,” viz., the Lord Chamberlain. 5 Ib. “ Mortoune.” 
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Majestie and honorabill Counsel to haif licence to goe home, quhair 
he had ane honnest hous, calling, and vocatioun, and familie to at- 
tend upoun, and not on uthir menis tablis ; for he had evir bein 
accustomed withall to give rather than to take of any ; and truely 
it wes not fitt that he sould be his hostler and he his guest, being 
sua farr different in stait and opinioun, the quhilk wauld breid but 
cauld affectioun ; and how unpleasant would the societie be, quhair 
thair wes throuchtnes of opiniounes, his Wisdome mycht easiely 
consider ; eikand! heirto that he wes a man subject to manifold 
seiknes and diseasses,” and could not trouble the hous of a stranger, 
and such a nobill Prelatt; furder, he being a man professing the 
cuir of many saulis, sould take piectie of many thousand saulis in 
the Kirk of Scotland, that laked the comfort of their persounes 
[ Pastors] detained so long from them in England. 

His answer was sillie and confuseit, to this effect: That, sieing 
it wes his Majestie’s and Counselis will, he sould be welcome to his 
hous; he sould prepair him a chalmer and a gardein; but he be- 
hovit to put a gentilman out of his chalmer for his caus, and that 
his man behovit to be with that gentleman his man ; and sume such 
triffelingis. Mr James besought him not to doe sua, for he com 
not to England to displace any man, gentle or semple. He thankit 
God he had housses and chalmeres of his awin in Scotland, quhair- 
in he wes accustomit to ludge and plesour gentilmen, and not to 
displace thame: And, thairfoir, in that respect and utheris, he had 
alleadged he would rathir concurr with us in satisfieing the King 
and Counsel, quhairby he mycht be frie of such a burdein. “ Weill,” 
said the Bisschope, “ but quhat do ye talk of sua many peiple com- 
mittit to your chairge and ministrie? Is not the peiple the Kingis, 
and haiff ye not your ministerie of him; so that if it pleise the 
King to withhauld yow, and ruel his people utherwayis, ye should 
be content to obey?” “ We must,” said he, “be content, and suffer 
patientlie ; bot the peiple is the Lordis, and thair saulis they wer 
the price of Chrystis pretious blood ; and for our ministerie, in the 


1 Adding, subjoining. 2 Ady. MSS. “many infirmities.” 
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chairge thairoff, we haiff it not of the King, nor no pairt thairoff, 
bot off Chryst and his Church, and is much unlyke your Bisschop- 
rickis, quhilk ar the inventioun of men, and so givin and taken be 
men |” 

By that occasioun, he would haif bein farther at the mayne poynt 
concerneing the Governement of the Kirk by the King and Bis- 
schoppes, and not Presbyteries and Assemblies conveinit without 
the Kingis licence ; but he tauld him that would require a gryter 
tyme; yet the Bisschoppes must use sume arguments, viz., that he 
had studeit Divinitie for so many yeiris, he had read all that could 
be said and wes written of that matter; he wes ane old Doctor; 
had bein sua oftymes Vice-Chanceler of the Universitie of Oxford. 
And sicklyk Mr James told him, plainly and schortly, that all that 
proved nor concludit nothing : It would be stronger reassounes that 
would reclaime thame iff they come to the Schooles. So, upon pro- 
mises that we sould come and dyne with him upoun Settirday nixt, 
we tuik our leive: But, befoir Settirday, one quho attendit him and 
us, quhom he would haiff cautiouner (forsuith) for our comming to 
dinner, preventit our comming, and tauld us that my Lord wes not 
provydit for us as yit, and could not be at hame quhill the nixt 
weik. 

Upon the Sabboth nixt following, (for on that day the Counsel 
sitis ordinarly, and meit together, and on no uthir day of the weik,) 
we pennit and gave in to the Counsel the Supplicatioun following : 


THE SCOTIS MINISTERES SUPPLICATIOUN GIVIN IN TO THE COUN- 
SELL OF ENGLAND THE 8TH OF MARCH 1607. 


“ Rycht Honourabill, and our most singulare guid Lordis, &c. 
May it pleas your Honouris, of your commoun equitie towardis all, 
and speciall courtessie usit towardis strangeres, to heir us, Mini- 
steres of the Evangell of Jesus Chryst. within the Kirk of Scot- 
land, and undersubscryvand : That quhairas we wer brought from 
our countrie and calling by speciall Missive Lettres, directit from 
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the Kingis most excellent Majestic, and deliverit to ilk ane of us in 
particular, quhairby his Heines willed and commandit us, all excuisses 
sett apairt, to repair to his Heines befoir the 17 of September last 
bypast, for the weill of the Kirk of Scotland; and notwithstanding 
that diverse of us wer of guid age, subject to seiknes and disseases 
of body, and all of us had just and weightie matter of just excuiss ; 
yit, understanding also, by his Majestie’s speciall Counseller in thais 
matteres, that it wes his Heines’ plesoure, evin for a great benefit 
to our Kirk, we sould in any cais repair to his Majestie and sie his 
face, by the mercifull hand of God with us, all wer inableit, and 
presentit our selffis befoir his Majestie the day appointit, at Hamp- 
toun Court; quhair, with all humilitie, eftir the weaknes! of our 
judgment and conscience, answering to such thingis as it pleiseit 
his Majestie to requyre and propoun unto us: We wer from that 
gratiousely dismissit to attend his Majestie’s further pleisoure at 
Londoun, quhair diverse sort of seiknes and disseases of bodie, but 
meikle moir with great heavines, and grief, and vexatioun of mynd, 
by reasone of the chairge and burden of moir then twenty thousand 
saules lyand on our ministerie, besyd the numerous pure families, 
quhairoff, iff we sould not haifa cair, we ar judgit by the Apostle 
worse nor infidelis. 

‘“¢ We haiff, with such patience as we could, wrestled throucht 
the longsume winter, and now quhen, eftir many Supplicatiounes, 
directit with all cair, reverence, and humilitie to his maist gratious 
and excellent Majestie, we luikit for a comfortabill dismissioun, and 
sending home to our countrie, callingis, and families, we find that 
thair is certain Inglischmen, [calling thame Officeres and Purse- 
vantis, directit, as they say, be the Clerkis of?] the Secreit Counsel 
to chairge us in the Kingis name to goe with thame to certain 
Bisschopes of the Church of England ; and shawing us a coppie of 
your Honoures’ Lettres of Requeist to the saidis Bisschoppes to 
ressaive us in thair hous: The quhilk chairge, baith m forme and 
substance, we think very strainge, being frie Scotismen, and Pas- 
touris of the rycht Reformit Kirk, and long renowned in the realme ; 


1 Adv. MSS, “ verdicts.” 2 Not in Ady. MSS. “ sent from,” &c. 
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and againes the quhilk, we haif just caus, and necessitie compellis 
us, to except! and protest, we knawing certainely that nethir his 
Majestie’s hight honour, that loves judgment, and quho, in maner 
foirsaid, gratiously callit us hither, nor yit your commoun honnest 
equitie, the rycht and priveledgis of natiounes, substance, or forme 
of justice, (quhairof your Honouris ar most observant,) can or will 
approve the same: Lykas, the cair quhilk we carie towardis the 
caus of our Chryst and his Kirk, and the pure honnestie quhilk we 
sustein in our callingis and persounes, makis us to tak it as a pu- 
nischment inflictit upoun us, harder nor either imprisounment at 
home, and banischment in forrain places and pairtis ; the quhilk we 
ar assuirit that the hight honour of our gratiouse and excellent 
King, quho loves rycht, and your Honouris Ministeres of justice, 
wald evir have imposit on us: And indicta causa, if we haif perpe- 
tratit any thing againes his Majestie, the Estait, or lawis of the 
realme, justice would we sould be orderly tryit, judgit, and pu- 
nischit, but if our carriage and conversatioun hes bein yit unac- 
cusit, meikle les condemnit, quhy sould we losse our libertie, disc- 
honour and obscure the estimatioun of our Kirk, and blott our awin 
honnestie, quhilk is pure ?—making our selffes of our Masteris bunde- 
men, dayely approveres of that, to the appeirance of men, quhilk 
our Kirk condemnis ; and burdin all loittereres, feiding idille-bel- 
lies? at the tabillis of strangeres, haifing honnest callingis, provi- 
sioun and housses, quhairby to live as Pastouris of Congregatiounes 
and fatheres of families athome. As tuiching thais imputatiounes, 
quhilk we haiff not givin satisfactione to his Majestie, (as far as we 
could,) as his Hightnes expectit, and that we hould opiniounes re- 
pugnant to the guid Governement of the Kirk, we haif truely in- 
devourit,* boith by word and wrytt, to satisfie his Majestie as we 
could, and sould we satisfie forder nor our consciences or judge- 
mentis affordeth ?* Iff it pleis your Lordschipis, we would most 
glaidly understand quhilk ar thais opiniounes we hould repugnant 
to the guid Governement of the Kirk of Scotland, to the end, that 
if thair be any such, (quhairoff we knaw non,) at his Majestie’s com- 


' Adv. MSS. ‘ object,’ 2 Jb. “like bellie-gods.’ 3 Ib. “labourit. 
4 Jb. ‘assenteth.” 


1 


1607. MR JAMES MELVILL’S DIARY. 697 


mand, by admonitioun of our awin Kirk, we may abandoun the 
same, and not trouble the Lord Bisschopis of England. 

“We haif forder to regrait [and] caus to bewaill the heavie seik- 
nes of sume of us, the languischeing mynd of us all, to say nothing 
of the great chairge we ar at, with great greiff to remember the im- 
pairing of our estait at home, haifeing attendit his Majestie’s 
plesoure thais sevin monethis: But commending all to the wyse 
consideratioune of your Honouris’ universalie rememberit! discre- 
tioun, integritie, equitie, courtesie, and merciefull dealling, we will 
no longer detein your Honouris; but, in the great occean of our 
sorow and greiff, desyris to be fred of the danger of the imminent 
tempest upon the appeirance of safetie in seiking that heavin of your 
Honouris’ compassioun, quhair so many hes bein safeit from schipp- 
wrack ; namely, becaus it hes plesit his Majestie to give direc- 
tioun to your Honouris annent our matteres, nowayis, as we ar per- 
suadit, to prejudge the priviledges, and fridome, and liberties of our 
natioun. In the name of the Almychtie God, and for the caus of 
the Lord Jesus Chryst, quhom all your Honouris doe love and feir, 
and quhois Messengeris and Ministeres we ar, doe intreat and be- 
seich your Honouris, in all dewtifull submisse reverence, that by 
your mediatioun and intercessioun with his most clement, and most 
gratious Majestie, sume relieff of thir our present misereis may be 
obteinit, and we dismissit and sent home, to the confort of our 
flockes and families, thair to pray to God incessantly for his most 
excellent Majestie, his Quein and Royall progenie, for yow the 
Lordis of his most honourabill Counsel, for the mantinence of his 
Hightnes’ kingdomes and dominiounes in peax and unitie, in Jesus 
Chryst: To quhois grace and merciefull protectioun we committ 
your Honouris. Houpeing to heir quhat guid respect it sall pleise 
your Honouris to haiff of our Supplicatioun, We rest, your Honouris’ 


pure Supplicantis,” 


“ JAMES BALFOUR. JAMES MELVILL. WILLIAM WATSOUN. 
RoBERT WALLACE. ADAM COLT. WILLIAM Scott.” 


~ 1 Ady. MSS. “renouned.” 2 Tb. “ humble servants.” 
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The Supplicatioune wes takin by the Counsell out of the Erle of 
Salisberrie’s hand, and deliverit to the Archbisschope, to make 
answer to the samyne; quho sent for tuo of our number to cume 
and speik with him. So Mr James Melvill and Mr William Scott 
went to Lambeth, on Mononday the seventh of Marche. The Arch- 
bisschop puting all out of the chalmer but us alone,’ laying his capp, 
quhilk wes turnit, asyd, with great reverence did schaw us that the 
Kingis Majestie, letting us and the Counsell to understand that it 
wes not his plesoure yit that we sould be licenceit to goe home to 
Scotland ; and willing us to be weill interteined in the mein tyme, 
had requyrit the Counsel to direct us to sume of the principall of 
the Clergie, as most fitt to intertein men of our calling; thairfoir, 
the Counsel directit Lettres to sume of the Bisschopes to recom- 
mend us to thame, and that the Messengeres sent us wer not Pur- 
sevantis to chairge us, bot servantis to the King and Counsel, ap- 
poyntit to be our convoy to such places quhair we sould be weil 
ressavit and interteimit: But if either the servantis, quhilk, eftir 
the commoun sort, mycht be rude and indiscreit, had usit us uthir- 
wayis than became, or that we feirit that the Bisschoppes, to quhom 
‘we wer recommendit, wald not lovinglie ressaive us, and use us 
kyndlie and curtesely, let him knaw it, and he sould remeid it, and 
be warrantabill for the samyne. 

Our answer wes, “ We could accquyt? nowayis his Majestie’s 
Counsellis’ cair and courtessie towardis us bot by our poore prayeris; 
yit, sieing no injurie wes worse nor compulsatorie courtessie, iff it 
wes his Majestie’s counsel* we sould stay longer, we would wisch it 
wer his Majestie’s pleisoure also to suffer us to continowe and at- 
tend his Majestie’s leasure upon our awin coist and chairge, as we 
had donne sume* monethis, and not to truble such men, quhom to 
we could neither be pleisaunt ghaistis, nethir they pleisand hostis 
to us: We wer men that had honnest housses and tabilis of our 
awin, according to the faschioune of our awin countrie, and con- 


1 Adv. MSS, “ bot his own page.” ? Requite, repay. 3 Ady. MSS, 
*‘ pleasure,” 4 7b. “sevin.” 
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ditioun of our callingis, quho wer accustomit to give moir meit nor 
to take, and diverse of us agit, seiklie, and disseasit, to quhom it 
wer not fitt to tye to the dyatis of uthiris, nor that men of such 
honour and worschippe sould be trublit with ; for it is evident that 
quhair oppiniounes differes thair affectiounes can not be sound.” 

“Trewlie,” sayes the Archbisschope, “ye speik truth and lyk 
honnest men, as ye ar; and I doe think, my Breither, that the 
Bisschoppes would haif litle pleisoure of yow, except to pleisoure 
the Kingis-Majestie ; for our custome is, eftir our serious matteres, 
to refresche our selffis ane hour or two with cairdis and uthir games 
after mailis,' and ye are mair preceis; but it wer guid the King 
sould be satisfieit to further his Royall indevour to unite us togider 
in one Kirk and Policie.” “ We doe think the same,” say we, “sa 
that the ground of the Unioune, quhilk is the truth of Godis Word, 
and fundamentall lawis of equitie and pollicie, be keipit; but quhair 
a Kirk and Kingdome is solidlie and of long standing buildit on 
thais, it is dangerous to seik ane alteratioun, and thair is no Unioun 
can be maid to stand sure without that; for, the ground being 
schakin, will mak of that? tuentie peices.” 

“T knaw your meineing, Mr Melvill,” (sayis the Bisschope,) “ by 
the Lettre sent to Mr Ashely, quhilk I haif in my pocket now; 
but we will not reassoun that matter: But I am sure we doe boith 
hauld and keipe the trew groundis of Religioun, and are Britherine 
in Chryst, and sua sould behaif our selffis one towardis ane uthir. 
Our difference is only in the Governeing of the Kirk and sume cere- 
monies; but I understand, since ye come from Scotland, your Kirk 
is alwayis® brought to be one with ours in that alsoe ; for I am cer- 
tiefieit that thair is Constant Moderatoris appoyntit in your Gene- 
rall Assemblies, Synodis, and Presbyteries, evin as I am highest 
under the King in this Kirk, and yit am nothing above the rest of 
my Brither, the Bisschoppis, but in pain and travel; so that I wes 
in a bettir estait quhen I wes but Richard Bancroft, evin as ane 
Standing Moderator of that Generall Assemblie, or as Maister 


1 Meals. 2 Ady. MSS. “ one.” 3 Tb. ** almost.” 
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Patrick Galloway, or sic utheris as ar in Scotland; and in every 
Province and Dyosie thair is a Bisschoppe, a Moderator of a Chap- 
ter, or a Presbyterie, answerabill all to the King,” &c. Mr William 
Scot beganne, upon this, a wise and solid conferrence and discourse, 
saying and laying sic groundis as mycht beir upe a suir and graiv 
worke ; and making mentioun of our dewtie to Chryst and a guid 
conscience. The Archbisschope smyling, and chapping’ on his 
arme, said, “Tush, man! Tak heir a coupe of guid seck !” And sua, 
filling the coupe, and haulding the napkin in his hand him self, he 
maid us drink. And it being now lait, and neir sex houris of the 
clock eftirnoone, eftir many guid wordis and fair offeris of all he 
could doe at the Kingis hand for us to obtein our libertie, he sent 
us away ; and we wer no moir trublit with that matter of goeing 
to Bischopis againe. 

Againe, the 26 of March, a Messenger of his Majestie’s Chalmer 
come to the Deane of Paulis hous to Mr Andro Melvill, quho eftir 
uttering of his commissioun by word and writ, and subscryvit the 
chairge following : 

“Mr Metvin,—I am commandit by the Lordis of his Majestie’s 
Privie Counsel to cum to yow, and goe with yow to my Lord Bis- 
schoppe of Winchester, by thair commandement, becaus it is his 
Majestie’s plesoure, that thair ye sould remaine for a tyme, till his 
Majestie’s plesoure be farder knawin: And so rest your self con- 
tentit to goe with me, being one of the Messengeres of his Majestie’s 
Chalmer. By me, 

“ WILLIAM WATERTOUNE.” 


Mr Andrew thought this a warrand guid aneucht to leive the 
Deane of Paulis hous; but he wes not trubleit with this Messenger 
eftir this; and so forgott to goe to his appoyntit Bisschope, but 
keipit on with us all Marche and Apprill. 


The proceiding of the Synod at Perth, [Fife,?] Aprile 8, 1607, 
wes come to Court; and, thairfoir, heir to be registrat : 


1 Tapping, patting. 2 Uniy. MS. 
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[PROCEEDINGS OF THE SYNOD OF PERTH,! APRIL 8, 1607.] 


“The Synod of Perth hauldin within the Kirk thairoff. Mr 
William Row maid the doctrin upon the seventh of Amos, concerne- 
ing the Bisschoppis of Bethel,” quhairin he solidlie and touchingly 
handlet matteres present. The Lord of Scoone, Commissiouner 
from the King, desyrit the Assemblie to stay a quhill upon him till 
he might be at leasur eftir.dinner; but they, keipeing the order, 
proceidit to the electioun of the Moderator, and haifing gatherit the 
voitis of tua Presbytries, word goes to my Lord, quho, cumming in 
haist, complanit they had done him wrong that stayed not till he 
had produceit his Commissioun. It was ansuerit that the Modera- 
tor, quhois office it wes to ressaive Commissiounes, wes not yit 
chosin, and thairfoir would proceid. He began to boast* that he 
would stay and dischairge the Assemblie if they would not reid his 
Commissiounes, quhairof he had tuo; the one from the Counsel to 
himself, the Lord Halirudhous, the Lairdis of Balwaird, Balmanow, 
and ane uthir from his Majestie to him and Mr James Nicolsoun, 
quho wes not present. The Commissioune bure to sie four Con- 
stant Moderatoris of the Presbyteries put on leit, according to the 
ordinance of the Generall Assemblie. The Assembly craivit the 
sight of that act, quhilk could not be produceit, and thairfoir they 
could give no answer thairto. Moirovir, they schew that diverse of 
thair number, quho wer at the Conventioun of Lithgow, declairit 
that they hard not sic a thing mentiounit, let be inactit ;* only 
Mr Alexander Lindsay (eftir a Bischoppe) said, ‘ It wes anis castin 
in at the tail of ane uthir matter, he knew not how.’ One askis 
him, ‘Iff confusitlie?’ ‘Yes,’ couth® he. Quhilk gaiff ane occa- 
sioun of lauchter, that sic confussioun sould trouble thame! Quhen 
all this wes done, Scoone wald not suffer thame to proceid ; how- 


1 Univ. MS. inaccurately reads “ Fyff.” 2 It is probable that Mr William 
Row insisted chiefly on Amos vii. 13, “‘ Prophesy not again any more at Beth-el: 
for it is the King’s Chapel, and it is the King’s Court.” 3 Threaten. 4 Ady. 
MSS. “ much less then actit.” 5 Quoth. 
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beit, in all humilitie and sober maner, they intreitit him not to dis- 
turbe the meittingis of God’s servants, nor bring sic a scandel on 
the contrie, and sua upoun himself; yit he persistit, and usit menace- 
ing and boasting, repeiting evir, they should not make Lawristoun!' 
of him! The Assemblie, weiricit, referrit him to tak advysment that 
nicht to a bettir resolutioun, and offerit any of the Breitherin he 
pleisit to conferr with him, aftir humble prayer to God, with great 
earnestnes, and motioun for strenth and courage, they dissolvit. 

“Upon the morne, Scoone wes cum west,” and would neidis dis- 
chairge the Assembly, affirmeing that he had power so to doe; and 
so bringis in his secret Commissioun, givin to him and a Reverent 
Father, James Bisschop of Dunkeld. This wes Mr James Nicol- 
soun, quhom to heir so nameit, the Assemblie wes all astonied, and 
cryeit out, ‘It wes not credibil that that man, quho had bein so farr 
againes that corruptioun all his tyme, and utterit himselff so to be, 
at the Conventioune of Lithgow last past, quhair he wes Modera- 
tor, sould carie that title and stile ; or, iff he did, it did not become 
a Reverend Father to reverence the Kingis Majestie’s commande- 
ment in assisting and ovirsieing that Assemblie! Yit the Commis- 
sioun wes red, beiring that they sould tak heid that thair sould be 
nothing done in that Assemblie contrair to the Kingis Majestie’s 
intentioun; and that the thingis done at the Generall Assemblie 
conveinit last at Lithgow sould be obeyit, and na wayis impugnit, 
else* they sould oppone thamselffis thairto : And, thairfoir, sieing 
they would proceid in the contraire, he would dischairge the As- 
semblie. 

“They schew him he had no warrand, and his Commissioun 
careit no such mater. If it sould pleis him to mak oppositioune by 


1 This allusion is to Sir Alexander Straiton of Laurenstoun, Knight, one of the 
Commissioners for the Union of England and Scotland, July 11, 1604, who frequently 
occurs in the preceding parts of the Continuation to the present volume. A Letter 
of Gift and Pension for all the days of his life of the blench-duty of the lordship of 
Scoon, extending to 1000 merks, was ratified to him by Parliament, July 11, 1606. 
He was appointed to represent the King in all Ecclesiastical Judicatories. See Pit- 
cairn’s Criminal Trials, II. 495, n. 2 Adv. MSS. * becomes worse.” 
3 Otherwise. 
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reassoune, it sould be answerit! or obeyit. The questioun wes 
thairfoir movit,? Quhither they sould proceid according to the old 
maner establischit and confirmeit by law and custome, or alter ac- 
cording to the alledgit new act, quhilk wes justlie doubtit of, and 
could not be produceit? It wes concludit by uniforme consent of 
thame all, except ane singular man, Archibald Moncreiff, that they 
should keipe thair old* forme ; quhereat Scoone ragit without reas- 
soun, cryeing for the Bailyies to remove thame. They, nothing movit 
at his boastis,* first askit his conjoinit® Commissiouneris foirsaid, if 
it wes thair will to dischairge the Assemblie? They answerit, They 
had no such Commissioune. Nixt, they gravely chairgit Scoone, 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Chryst, by quhois power and aucto- 
ritie they wer conveinit, not to truble that meitting ; appealing 
him befoir the tribunall of God, and remembering him quhat judg- 
ments of God had lighted on those quho had bein disturberes and 
troubleres of the Kirk in tymes bypast, nameing to him diverse 
quhom he knew ; but he in a furie knocking on his breist, exclaimit, 
‘ Thair is no Jesus heir!’ For the quhilk, ethir his miserabill confes- 
sioun if he meinit of himselff, or blasphemie if he spak of the Assem- 
blie, conveinit and fensit in the name of Jesus Chryst, by the Word 
and prayer, they with power rebuikit him every ane, as God mini- 
sterit grace, that he wes so perplexit and daschit that he had not a 
word to speik! At last he beganne to use violence, and to pull the 
catallogue out of the Moderatoris hand, quho said to him, ‘ Ceis, my 
Lord, we will not be boistit® from doeing of our office under the 
Lord Jesus Chryst, for we ar his servantis and guid-fellowis too: 
Think not your terroris will move us ! 

‘So, notwithstanding he raigit, the Moderator wes chosine, Mr 
Henrie Livingstoun, quhom Scoone preissit’ to haif had out of the 
chyre, sitting doune himselff in the same, and dischairgemg Mr 
Henrie from using that office: Quho answerit, He wes chosine and 
chairgeit thairto be a greatter, evin the voyce of Chrystis Kirk, 


1 Ady. MSS. “reasoned.” 2 76. “askit.” — ° Ib. “‘owne.” 4 « Threats.” 
5 Ib. “ fellow.” 6 Jb. * debarred.” 7 Ib. “ promised,” 
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quho wes Chrystis awin voyce; and, thairfoir, would obey [ Him. ] 
As for the chyre, and high place or heid of the boord,’ it wes a thing 
indifferent ; let his Lordschip keipe it, if he would sit at the table - 
amongis his Brither! Then Scoone commandit his men to pull away 
the burd: And the Moderator with the Britherin goeing to prayer, 
according to the order, Scoone disturbis them, and preissing to 
overthrow the tabill upoun thame, pulling away the stulis, and 
eryeing for the Baillies, lyk ane mad man! Nochtwithstanding, 
they enterit into prayer, and with great motioun continowit thairin, 
that mycht haif maid the man afraid and aschamit of his godles 
barberity ! The Bailyies cummes; he commandis thame to ring 
the commoun bell, and remove thais rebellis! The Baillies said they 
could not, without advyce of the Counsell, quhilk they would goe 
and convein, but they returnit not againe. The Assemblie pro- 
ceidit according to the order, and removes the Presbytrie of Perth 
forth for tryel; upon quhom Scoone lockit the doore, and closes 
thame out; but they, getting entres to a loft,? signifieit to thair 
Brither thair presense from that place; and so proceidit in tryel 
till nine* of the clock, the hour at quhilk they sould dissolve; ap- 
poynting to meit againe at ten houres. 

“Returneing againe to the place, they fand all the dores closit 
and shutt. The Baillies come and schew thame that Scoone had 
done so, and takin the keyes with him, againes thair will and con- 
sent; quhairfoir, they wer willing the Assembly sould tak docu- 
mentis, and thairby offerit to thame another house to sitt in. They 
answerit, That sieing they wer excludit out of Godis hous, they 
would make all the world knaw it, that the thing quhilk they did 
might abid the lycht off the sunne! So, resolveing to sitt at the 
Kirk-doore, thair wes brought to them with diligence boordis, 
furmes, and stooles anew; and thair, with great confluence, men re- 
grateing, women weipeing, and curseing the instrumentis of that 
disturbance of the servantis of God in doeing of thair office, being 


' Board, table. ? Gallery. The Adv. MSS. read “ to the queer,” that is, 
to the choir or quire of the Church. 3 Ady. MSS. “ eight.” 
4 
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verie graifely and orderly sett downe with great attendance and 
silence, the prayer wes wonderfully, and powerfully, and movingly 
conceivit. Thaireftir the Moderator sayis, ‘ This is the fruit of thir 
Meittingis at Lithgow! Let us sie quho hes admittit Moderatoris 
not of thair awin choyseing in any of our Presbytries?’ None was 
found but Perth, quho shew how they wer urged thairto, and wer 
willing to be censureit thairfoir, and injoynit : 2dly, Sieing it is said 
that the Brither deteineit in England holdis opiniounes againes the 
Governement of the Kirk, they would declair thair judgment! with 
thame, appoyntit a confortabill Lettre to be written to the said 
Britherin, with all humble Supplicatioun to the Kingis Majestie to 
send thame haim: 3dly, Leist the Presbytries sould be tempted 
with prievy Lettres, they maid chuse of thrie Commissiouneris to 
the Generall Assemblie, (quhilk they supposit sould be hauldin at 
Edinbruche the last day of July nixt,as wes apoyntit at Lithgow,) 
out of ilk Presbytrie: And, last, because Scoone had boastit? to 
chairge thame befoir the Counsel, they appoyntit foure® of thair 
number to await on the first Counsel day, and to complaine upon 
him for his blasphemie, disturbance, and violence. And so they 
depairted with great joy and contentment, thanking God for his 
most gratious and confortable assistance. 

“ The redres quhilk we gatt at the Counsel wes the denunceing 
_ to the horne of the most pairt of thame, speciallie those of thame 
that dissobeyit the Kingis Commissiouner, as namely of us, Mr 
Williame Rowe, quho wes much sought for, to be apprehended and 
imprissouneit ; so that he was faine, with many foule steppis, to lurk 
heir and thair amongis his freindis ; but evir with courage and great 
edificatioune* quhair he come.” 


The 23 of Apryl wes St George day, quhilk wes keipit at Court 
with great superstitioun and vainitie: The report quhairof come- 
ing to the eares of Mr Andro Melvill, his spirit was irritat and 
much incensit within him, as wes Paulis, quhen he saw the citie of 


1 Ady. MSS. “ agreement.” * Threatened. 3 Ady. MSS. “some.” 


4 7b. “ exultatione.” | 
2¥ 
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Athenes full of idolatrie. On quhilk occasioun he made the verses 
following : 


[VERSES BY MR ANDREW MELVILL. | 


Andreas, Christi divinus Apostolus, est qui 
Nune Scotos ritus signat Apostolicos : 

Armenijs, (ut fama,) Georgius, Heresiarcha, 
Nunc Anglos ritus signat Apostolicos. 

Signa, Andree, ergo sunt nullo Georgi ? 
Undique Apostolicis, millibus Apostaticis ! 


[ Translated thus : | 

Saint Andro, Chrystis Appostle trew, 
Does signe the Scotismenes ritis ; 

Saint George, Armenian Heresiarch, 
The Inglischmenes delytis. 

Let Scotismen, thane, hauld fast the faith ! 
That is holie! Appostolicke, 

Howbeit that Ingland keipes the cours 
That Papistis? Apostaticke. 


Upon the 26 of Appril, being the Sabboth day, betymes, in the 
morneing, being foulle, ane of my Lord* of Salisberrie his men 
cume to Mr Andro Melvill, lyand at Bow, tuo mylis from Londoun, 
in Mr Somaris house, and verie courteouselie intreatit him, in his 
lord and maisteris name, to come to the Court at Quhythall, to my 
Lordis chalmer, at nyne of the clocke, quhair my Lord wald talk 
with him; beseiking him to mak no stay, for my Lord wald attend 
his comeing. Thairfoir, Mr Andro makis him self readie with dili- 
gence, thinking it wes in freindschippe, and that, eftir conferrence, 
my Lord would bid him to dinner. Cuming from his chalmer to’ 
our ludging, quhair, we nocht being ready, told us, he must goe 
to Court, and would schortly stay to break his fast; but haifing : 

' Adv. MSS, “ whollie.” ? Zb, ‘* That is whollie.” * 76. “ of the yeomen of the Earle.’ 
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borrowit the horse of his hoiste, he with his men postit away to 
Court. Eftir the custom, Mr James Melvill had said ane word to 
_ him, “Tak heid that your biding to diner be not a new calling be- 
foir the Counsel!” Mr William Scot, Mr Robert Wallace, [and] 
Mr James Melvill, followit on fut, and, taking the first convenient 
boiteing, com by watter to Westminster, quhair, a little eftir elevin 
of the clock, he come to the hous out of the Palace to James Arche- 
soune’s hous, and tauld us how he waittit in a gallerie befoir the 
Erle of Salisberrie’s chalmer since nyne a’clock; and, sieing the 
Erle and all going to dinner, and he left alone, come to dyne with 
us: And quhill our buird coverit,’ and the meitt put thairon, he 
uttirit to us ane excellent meditatioun, quhilk he had walking in 
the gallerie, on the second Psalme, joyneing thairwith prayer ; 
quhairby we wer all muche movit; accounting the same in place of 
our Sabboth foirnoone’s exercise, endit, and, sitting doun to dinner, 
he rehersit his St Georgis Verses, with vehement invectioun againes 
the corruptiounes and superstitiounes of England. Thairfoir, his 
cousine Mr James sayes to him, “ Remember Ovidis verses : 


“ Si saperem doctus odissem jure sorores 
Numina cultori perniciosa suo !” 


His answer wes in the verses following : 


“ Sed nunc tanta meo comes est insania morbo 
Saxa demens refero rursus addicta pedem.” 


“ Weill,” sayis his cousine, “ eit your dinner, and be of good 
courage, for I sall warrand yow ye salbe befoir the Counsel for your 
Verses.” “ Weill,” sayis he, “my heart is full and boldenit,’ and I 
will be glaid to haif ane occasioun to disburdein it, and speik all my 
mynd plainely to thame for the dishonouring of Chryst, and wraik 
of sua many soulis for their doeings; be the beiring doun the sin- 

’ Ady. MSS, “ table wes drest to dinner.” 2 Tb. “ faint and burdened, and 
I would.” 
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ceritie and fridom of the Gospel, stoping that healthsome breath of 
Godis mouth, and maintaining of the Papistis’ corruptiounes and 
superstitiounes.” “TI warrand yow,” sayis Mr James, “they know 
yow will speik your mynd friely ; and, thairfoir, hes concludit to 
make that a meines to keip yow from going home to Scotland.” 
He answered, “ Iff God hes ony thing to doe with me in Scotland 
more, He will bring me home to Scotland again iff he haiff any ser- 
vice for me: Giff not, let me glorifie him, quhidder or quhairevir I 
be; and as I haif said often to yow, cousine, I think God hes sume 
pairt to play with us on this theatre !” We had not half dyneit quhen 
one comes to him from Lord Salisberie; to quhom he said, “ Sir, I 
waitted longe upon my Lordis dinner till I waxed verie hungrie, 
and could not stay longer.! I pray my Lord to suffir me to tak a 
lytle of my awin dinner!’ That messenger wes not weill gone 
quhill? againe comes another ; soone eftir that, Mr Alexander Hay, 
the Scottish Secretar, telling him that the Counsel wes long sett, 
attending him. At the heiring quhairoff, with great motioun, 
raysing, he prayit ; and, leiving us at diner, (for we wer expressely 
chairgit that we come not within the Palice,) went with Mr Alex- 
ander Hay, with great commotioun of mynd. This wes sone eftir 
tuo of the clocke.? About three, one of our men, quhom we sent 
to attend at the Counsel doore, comes to us with tearis, and schew 
us that he wes carieit direct from the Counsel, by watter, to the 
Tour. We followit with dilligence, yit could not meit with him 
by the way, neither could we get accesse to him by any meines. 


Upon the 6 of May, the rest of us gettis a Lettre from Mr Alex- 
ander Hay; the tennor quhairof followes : 

“ Siris, I am directit to mak intimatioune of thais Warrandis to 
yow. Iam forcit my self to mak personal attendence. I haif di- 
rectit the beirer to schew yow the principallis, quhilk he must re- 
turne, and leive the coppies of thame with yow. I am sua directit. 
I would wisch the giving to yow of moir contentment than thais 


' Ady. MSS. “ came then away.” 2 Until. *% Adv. MSS, “ in with the mes- 
singer, about twelve a’clock.” 
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Warrandis affordis, wer it in my power; and without trubling of 
yow, I rest, 
“ Youris evir to his power, 
“ The 6 of May, 1607. ALEXxR. Hay.” 


THE COPPIE OF MR JAMES MELVINE’S CHAIRGE, QUHO ONLY WES 
CONFYNIT AND DETEANED IN ENGLAND WITH HIS UNCLE, MR 
ANDRO. 


“ James Rex.—lIt is our plesoure and will, and we command 
and chairge yow heirby, Mr James Melvin, Minister, that upon in- 
timatioune of thais presentis unto him, and within aucht dayes 
thairefter, he depairt out of the citie of Londoun and liberties of 
the same, and repair with all convenient speid to our burght of 
New Castel upon Tyne, within our contrie of Northumberland, and 
thair to mak his stay and abod ; and no way to depairt furth thairoff, 
and tuo! myles about the same, under the paine of rebellioun, 
and putting him to our horne; certifiemg him thairby, that if he 
transcend his limitit boundis, that lettres of horneing salbe direct 
to denunce him our rebel, and to escheit and inbring all his move- 
able goods to our use, &c. Givin att our court at Quhythall, the 
10 of May 1607. 

(Sic subscribitur,) “ Marr. DumBar. SECRETAR.” 


Mr James Balfour ressavit the lyk chairge to goe home to Scot- 
land, and to be confynit at Cockburnispathe ; Mr Robert Wallace, 
in lyk maner, to goe home and be confynit at Lawder ; Mr William 
Watsoun, within his awin paroche at Bruntiland; and Mr Adame 
Colt, within his awin paroche at Mussilburght ; Mr William Scot, 
as Mr Johne Carmichel befoir, upon great meines maid, (be- 
caus of the bodily? diseasse of his wyff,) gat license to goe home to 
his paroche at Cowper in Fyfe, providing he did returne a testi- 


i Ady, MSS. “ ten.” 2 Ib, “ deadly.” 
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moniall of his guid beheaviour from the Bisschop of Saint Androis, 
and sume uthiris, uthirwayis to turne back to Londoun befoir the 
15 day of July. So the rest taking jurnay, they depairtit hame- 


wairdis, leiving Mr James Melvin and Mr William Scot at Lon- _ 


doun; quho indeavourit quhat they could for Mr Andro his releiff, 
bot could obtein nothing, save only that his servant sould entir with 
him in closse prissoun. 

Mr James insistit, be all the meines and eredit he had, to be li- 
cencit to stay at Londoun or thairabout, for his uncle’s comfort ; 
but at last wes counsellit by his best freindis to desist, and give 
obedience to his chairge, or then assuredly both he and his uncle 
would be worse usit. Thus much schewing him the lettres, and 
provyding for his necessities the best way they could, they resolvit 
to goe by sie to New Castel. The day they wer to depart, thair 
come to thair chamber Mr Snape, Mr Balmefurd, parochineres, 
with Mr Corsbey, a guid brother, apothecarie of calling; quho 
brought with him a great bag of monie, alse meikle as he could 
weill carie in his oxter.'_ Mr Snapp, schewing us that some guid 
Christianes, perceiving our long detentioun at Londoun, unprovy- 
dit for be the King, had maid a collectioun for.defraying of thair 
chairges, and carrieing thame haime, understanding they tuo wer 
left to mak outred? for thame selffis and the rest of the Britherine 
quho wer gain® away befoir. They thankit thame, and all the guid 
Britherin, but tauld thame that they would haiff non of thair 
money ; not that they despysit thair charitabill liberalitie, for the 
quhilk they praissit God; bot pairtlie to eschew offence, and pairt- 
lie for conscientious consideratioun. The offence wes a commone 
bruit,* and opinioun among the peiple of England, that all Scot- 
tishmen come hither to begg, and purse upe the money of the land, 
and carie it away with thame ; quhilk wes non of our eirrand, quhilk 
had sufficient to live on, according to our callingis, at haime, and 
wantit no credite to outred’ our selffis out of all expenses thair. 


! Under his arm. 2 Provision, and furnishings for their journey, and settle- 
ment of accounts due by them. 3 Gone, 4 Rumour. 5 Clear. 
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[We informed] the conferrence, that, considering the great number 
of godly Britherin, lairnit and honnest men of thair awin Ministerie, 
quhilk [had] thair families bereft of thair livingis and mantinence ; 
_ and charitie, in this last aige of the world, growing cold, we caryit 
a dispositioun of heart, rather to procure sume helpe to tham out 
of our awin countrie, for as poore as it wes, nor! to be burdeinabill 
to them, and to intercept that quhairoff the bestowing wes neidfull 
to thair awin. The quhilk thair constant refusall, with such reas- 
sounes, they heightly commendit, and glorieficit God thairfoir. 
And so, convoyit with a guid number of most loveing and godly 
Britherin to the Tour-staires, we tuik boitting the 2 of July; and 
devallit towardis our schippe with verie sorrowfull heartis, becaus 
of him we left behind us in this danger,’ and of the scattering and 
dissipatioun® of the money guid Britherin, so firmely joynit togid- 
der in Chryst his caus. 


To returne to the proceeding of materes, the nixt Generall As- 
semblie wes appoyntit by the Conventioun, haldin at Linlithgow, 
to be keipeit at Halirudhous the last Tuysday of Julie. But 
thingis not weill succeiding as wes expectit, the Assemblie, by pub- 
lict proclamatioun, as in the yeir bygaine, wes prorogat ; the tennour 
quhairoff (with a narrative most bitter, false, and scandalous, that 
one mycht be aneught, and too many, for all!) followis : 

“ James, be the grace of God, King of Great Brittane, France, 
and Ireland, &c.: Forsuameikleas the incresse of the adversaris of 
the truth, and contrair professiounes, hes proceidit of nothing so 
much as of the dissensioun amonges the Ministerie within our King- 
dome of Scotland, sume of thame by natural inclinatioun, being 
enimies of quyetnes, and turbulent spiritis, making chuse rather to 
drink in mudie watteres,‘ then to taist of the cleir fountain ; being 
imboldenit be reassoune of the societie of a great many utheris, 
quho, being guiltie thamselffis of thair awin unworthines and small 


' Than. 2 Ady. MSS. “that dungeone,” viz., the Tower of London, from 
which they were then preparing to embark, * Jb, “ dispersing.” * Muddy waters. 
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giftis, and in that respect, out of all houp of preferrment, and thair- 
upoun invyous and uncharitabill towardis thair Britherin of the 
best qualitie; and all of thame runne and concurr togider, lyk ane 
heidstrong factioun, to uphold and mantein ane anarchie,’ and 
thairby to induce dissorder and confusioun in that Kirk, to the great 
hinderance of the progres of the Gospel, and the dishonour and 
scandel of the professouris thairof: Quhairupoun, We, of our 
princely cair and fatherlie affectioun to the peice of the Kirk, de- 
syring rather to extinguishe the fyre of divisioun, then to suffer it 
to grow to ane confusioun in that Kirk ; and being evir willing to 
bring thame to ane uniformitie of myndis and affectioun, did thair- 
upoun appoynt a most grave, free, and frequent Assemblie to be 
keipit at Lithgow, in December last bypast, of a great number of 
the most godly, zealous, and weil-affectit, of the Nobilitie, Counsel, 
and small Barrounes, from all the pairtis of that our kingdome, as 
alsoe the most lairnit, experimentit, wyse, godly, and discreit, of the 
Ministerie, from all the Presbytries, in great number ; by quhois 
travelis, caires, and wisdome, every occasioun and pretext of greiff 
wes in sic moderatioun and godlines removit, that as the same did 
yeild us contentment, so everie thing done in that Assemblie, with 
a great and generall applaus of all; giving great houpes that nothing 
from that tyme furth sould be found but unitie and concord in 
the Kirk, and that all thair meittingis thaireftir sould be full of peice 
and love: And thairupoun, by our speciall Warrand and allow- 
ance, it wes specially appoyntit that the nixt Generall Assemblie 
sould be conveinit and holdin at Halirudhous the last Tuysday of 
July nixt to cume. But We, now perceiving, that by the meines 
of thais evill-disposit, turbulent, and contentious spiritis, all the 
proceidingis in that Generall Assemblie ar brought in questioun 
and traduceit, and by sume, no obedience givin, and by utheris, di- 
rect” oppositioun maid to the actis concludit at that tyme; and 
thairthrough, among the Britherin, sic distractiounes of myndis and 
bitter exasperatiounes, ane againes ane uthir: And howsoevir the 


1 Ady. MSS. ‘schisme.” ® Ib. “ contradicted by.” 


1607. MR JAMES MELVILL’S DIARY. mA 


meitting of the Britherin, if it wer in love, peice, and charitie, no 
doubt wald doe guid in the Kirk, so thair is no questioun but thair 
conveining with preoccupyit mynd, fraughtit with invye and malice, 
wald give the enimie too much advantage to entir by that breach 
of thair discord and divisioun, to mak thame selffis odious, and so 
waikin thame: Thairfoir, We, to prevent the danger that is immi- 
nent to the estait of that Kirk by the distractiounes of menis affec- 
tiounes thairin, and that the said Generall Assemblie may be keipeit 
with the greater tranquilitie and peice, hes thought meit and ex- 
pedient, that the haill Provinciall Assemblies within that our king- 
dome sall be keipit and haldin in thair ordinarie places of meiting, 
the fourth of August nixt to cum, with the remanent Commis- 
siouneres of the Provinces; and that at every one of the said As- 
semblies thair be chosin tuo of the most godlie, peiceable, wise, 
grave, of the best experience of that number, with power and com- 
missioun to convein at Halyrudehouse the 2d of August nixt to 
come, with the Commissiouneris of the Generall Assembly, and sic 
of our Counsel as it sall pleise us to nominat for that effect, thair to 
conferr, commoun,! and conclud, by comoun advyse, upoun the 
maist convenient remedies againis thais evilis, quhilk, for laik of 
sumesufficient preparatioun, mycht fall out at the said Generall As- 
semblie; that thaireftir, the same being keipit and holdin in sic ane 
peiceabil and quiet maner as mycht bring true confort to the godlie, 
and terrour to the wickit: And, in the meintyme, we haif thought 
expedient, that the Generall Assemblie, quhilk wes to be hauldin be 
prorogat to the 24 of November nixtocum ; and that no persoune 
presume to keip the said Assemblie in any place quhatsumevir, un- 
till the tyme that the Commissiouneres from the Synodis first pre- 
ceid in thair meiting ; and we haif appoyntit the place of the keipe- 
ing of the said Generall Assemblie to be in Dundie, the day foir- 
said. Our will is heirfoir, and we chairge yow straitlie and com- 

mandis, that incontinent thais our lettres sein, ye pas, and in our 
name and auctoritie, mak publicatioun and intimatioun thairof be 
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oppin proclamatioun, &c.: Certifieing all such as upon ony pretext 
quhatsumevir sall presume to convein and assemble thame selffis 
togider, contrair the tennour and intent of this our Proclamatioun, 
that they salbe proceidit againes and punischit, as contemneres and 
disobeyeres of this our most royall commandement. Givin under 
our Signet, at our Court of Greinwitch, the twenty-fourth of May, 
and of our reigne the fifth and fourtieth yeir, 1607.” 


As we haiff hard of the honnest and strait proceidingis of the 
Synod of Perthe untill it wes dischairgit, the lyk is now to be re- 
cordit of the Synod of Fyff, of the quhilk the adversaries boith 
feirit and felt more oppositiounes: And, thairfoir, the Archimetropo- 
litaun purchesit a dischairge thairof, to convein at the day appoyntit, 
with prorogatioun to the first Tuysday of Junij; yit, nevertheles, 
they met at Dysert, the place appoyntit, and that very frequentlie,' 
so that few wer absent. They wer debarrit from all meiting within 
the toun, upoun a very strait chairge givin to the Bailyie, and 
thairfoir wes forcit to tak thame to the Sandis betwixt Dysert and 
Rivensheuch,? the raine laying on about their luggis.? They spent 
thair tuo houris in reassouning and advyseing, quhither they sould 
keip Assemblie, and proceid in thair matteres according to the war- 
rand of Jesus Chryst, lawis of the realme, customes and constitu- 
tiounes of the Kirk, notwithstanding the dischairge purchessit. by 
enimies and false Britherin ? It wes concludit, by pluralitie of voitis, 
that they sould proceid in thair ordinarie matteres ; but sic as diss- 
assentit, protesting that iff we so did, thai would leive thame, and 
confessing the lawfullnes, usit many argumentis of expedience and 
prudencie. The Brither, considermg that the number wald not be 
sufficient, in cais so many lefte thame, as also thair wes amonges 
thame verie many guid uprycht Brither, they, all in ane voit, con- 
descendit to prorogat the Assemblie to that same day,° that wes 
conteinit in the proclamatioun, upon conditioun that iff that day, 


1 Numerously. 2 Ady. MSS. read “ Rivenfirth.” Probably near the ancient 
Castle of Ravenscraig, on the sands or sea-beach., * Ears. 4 Ib, “ voyces.” 
5 Ib. “cight days.” 
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by new purchessit Proclamatioun, sould be prorogat also, the haill 
Britherin sould convein and proceid in thair ordinarie matteris with- 
out any questioun, notwithstanding of quhatsumevir mycht insew 
or follow thairupoun. It wes appoyntit, in the meintyme, that a 
guid number of the Britherin sould present a Complaint to the 
Counsel, to the effect they mycht sie great male-contentment of all 
the Britherin, becaus of such proclamatiounes ; and intimat plainlie 
unto thame, that iff in cais sic forme of dealing wer usit to disposses 
the Kirk of hir liberties, againes Godis word and lawis of the realme, 
the Counsel would dryve the Britherin in [to] the snare of disso- 
bedience, thair[by] to marr thair consciences, being compellit to 
obey God, notwithstanding of horneing, wairding, or quhat could 
insew. This Commissioun wes done faithfully: Thair bill wes 
heard and red in the Counsel. The answer wes litle les then silence. 
The thing most concludit for wes obedience to the act of Lithgow, 
[that] the Archbisschope of St Androis sould be placit and chosine 
Constant Moderator in the Synod! of Fyff; the quhilk act could 
not be produceit : Howbeit, six monethis eftir the making thairof, 
thair wes not yit a Province in Scotland that had acceptit ane 
Constant Moderator, except? Angus, and that not without opposi- 
tione; bot then, in end, Mr James Nicolsoun prevailit by reiding 
to thame the act, yit by no meines could the coppie thairof be gottin. 

The second day, being the second Tuysday of Junij, the Synod 
of Fyff conveinit at Dysart ; quhair wes three Commissiouneres for 
the King, urgeing the acceptatioun of the Bisschope of Saint An- 
drois to be Constant Moderator, by vertew of that Act at Lithgow, 
but all in vaine; the Lord directing the heartis of the Britherin, so 
that, as tyrannie in the Kirk, they constantlie refuissit that Mode- 
rator, specially in persoun of sic a man as had intrudit him selff in 
the Ministerie at Sanct Androis, without any consent of the Pres- 
bytrie, at his first cumeing amongis thame ; and he behaiffit him- 
self since sua that they scairsely thought him worthie to be ane of 
that number, much les thair Constant Moderator. Mr William 
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Cranstoun did ane honnest and stout pairt, in prayer, doctrine, and 
haill actioun in that Moderatioun, quhairat the Metropolitan wes 
mychtily dashed, by ' expectatioun, and the Lordis of Counsel, Com- 
missiouneres for the King, far frustrat; to quhom the Bisschope 
had promisit that all sould be chewit meit? againes thair cuming! 
To quhom, quhen they saw the constant and strong oppositioun, 
the Lord of Halirudhous said, “ Bisschope,” (said he,) “is this your 
chewit meit ? Me thinkis that ye and we boith ar lyk to wirrie* on 
it!” Mr James Nicolsoun thair wes put to a great pinch to mak 
guid the act maid at Lithgow, for all the Brither semeit to triumphe 
ovir him, saying, They could not think uthirwayis of that act then 
wes spokin by all the guid Britherin thair present at Lithgow; but 
that pairt concerneing the Bisschope to be Constant Moderator in 
the Provinciall and Synod wes false, fenyied, and forgit; sieing 
that, eftir so long a tyme, thair could not ane coppie thairof be givin 
furth ; and without ane copie givin under the hand of the Moderator 
and Clerkis handis, they would belive nothing! In end, it wes 
thought expedient the Assemblie sould be continowit and prorogat 
to the last of September, uthirwayis thair wes lettres of horneing in 
reddines presently to dischairge the same ; and yit thais they durst 
not use at that tyme. The Bisschope wes so plainely tauld that if 
he horneit thame, thai sould assay quhois sword wes scharpest, and 
excommunicat him ! 

Bot the Bisschope wes moir imboldenit and blowne upe with the 
honour he had in the Parliament holdin at Edinburgh, the first of 
August ; at quhilk, by the speciall requeist of the King, he had 
place befoir the Erles : He chairgit, by the Kingis lettres, the Synod 
of F yff to convein the eightein day of the same moneth of August, 
at Dysert; the quhilk obeying, hither come from the King four 
Commissiouneres to sie, without all failing, the Archbisschopeé placit 
in and investit Constant Moderator of that Province ; becaus they 
had now, eftir the death of Mr James Nicolsoune, gottin out the 
act of Lithgow, under the Moderator and Clerkes hand. The Com- 
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missiouneres wer the Lordis Lindsay, Halirudhous, Scoone, [and 
the] Collector, quho, by advyse of the Bisschope, had prepairit ane 
of his awine opinioun and faschounes to mak the exhortatioune be- 
foir the Assemblie. But Mr William Cranstoune, ordinare Mode- 
ratour, walking in the Sessioune-hous within the Kirk, and desyre- 
ing to haif his spirit and affectioune steirit upe by heiring of the 
Psalmes sung by the peiple within the Kirk, (he being at his medi- 
tatioune, and finding himself movit! with the cloisnes of the air 
within the hous, and being somewhat refreshed,) he, immediatlie 
eftir the second bell, goes upe to the pulpit, knawing litle of any 
uthir appoyntit to preiche : Such wes Godis providence! And quhill 
as he wes sitting and reposeing thair, a messenger with a lettre is 
sent to him, the quhilk he tuik; and, not looking thairon, put it in 
his pocket,” haifing’ greatter matteres to think on. Thair cumes 
eftir a schort quhyl ane uthir sent, biding him cume doun, in the 
Lordis names that wer thair. He answerit, he came thair in a 
greater Lordis name, with a message quhilk he had not yit dis- 
chairgit ; and thairwith names to the people a Psalme to be sunge, 
becaus he perceivit thame sumequhat to be astonishit. Then a 
Bailyie of the towne cumes to him, and tellis him in his eare, that 
he wes commandit by the Lordis of Counsel thair, to desyre him 
to leive that place: “ And I” (sayis Mr Williame) “ command yow, 
in the name of God, to sitt doun in your place, and heir quhat God 
the Lord will say unto yow by me!” The quhilk the Bailyie most 
reverently obeyit. At the last, even as he was entering to prayer, 
the Conservator of the Priviledgis of Merchandis in the Law Coun- 
tries,> being one of the Counsel, cummis and reverentlie in his eare 
desyris him to desist, for the Lordis had appoyntit ane uthir to 
preich: “But the Lord” (sayis he) “and his Kirk appoyntit me ; 
thairfoir bewar to truble his wark !’ And, heiring no moir, enteres 
to prayer ; quhairin, as in the haill doctrine and actioune following, 
it wes most evident that the Lord had sent him ; all wes so mychti- 
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lie moveing and steiring, that the haill people and auditorie wer 
astonishit, and the rest in admiratioun. 

The Bisschop, and all the Lordis Commissiouneres, would not 
come to heir, except the Lord Lyndsay; quho wischit the rest had 
bein thair present, as he tauld thame. The power of that same 
Spirit quhairby the doctrine and exhortatioun wes delyverit, wes 
sua effectual in all the Britherin, that, imediatlie eftir sermone endit, 
they mett togider couragiouslie in the place ordaineit for the As- 
semblie, nevir staying for the Commissiouneres, quho, becaus they 
voutchaffed not thair presens to Godis Word, quhair Mr Wil- 
liame, according to the order, conceivit the prayer most pithelie ; 
and thaireftir he went out to be censurit of his doctrine, Mr Johne 
Cawdoun,' last Moderator, occupeying the roume. When it come 
to the voit of the Ministeres of St Androis, the ane of thame, Mr 
David Lyndsay, gloriefeit God exceidinglie for the notabill sound, 
pertinent doctrine, and mychtie exhortatioun; the uthir, Mr 
George Glaidstaines, callit by the name of “The Minister of Saint 
Androis,” was found fault with, and scharply censurit for absenting 
himselff from the doctrine; and, amongis the rest, the Moderator 
himselff tould him, that “ Ane Atheist could not haiff done worse !” 
At the quhilk wordis the great Bisschope kendelit sua in a raige of 
foull flyting, that the Lordis Commissiouneres wais faine to tell 
him that he wes unworthie to be in the number of Ministeres, let 
be to be a Bisschope and Constant Moderator over thame, sieing 
he could not moderat himselff nor his awin passiounes ! 

The Bisschoppis blastis? being blawne out and calmit, the Mode- 
rator, Mr Williame, is callit in, his doctrine justifieit and approvine, 
with great thankes to God; and so entering into his place againe, 
propounes, according to the order, a leit for chuseing ane Modera- 
tor to the present Assemblie. Then comes in the matter, all the 
Commissiouneres for the King standing up and schawing thair 
Commissioune ; the effect quhairof wes, to sie the Archbisschope of 
Saint Androis placit Constant and Perpetuall Moderator in the 
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Synod in all Assemblies of that Province of Fyff, according to the 
act and ordinance of the Generall Assemblie holdin at Lithgow. 
The Moderator desyrit that Act to be producit; the quhilk at last 
they did, causing the same to be red, and viewit, and subscryved 
be Mr James Nicolsoune, Moderator, and Mr George! Philip, 
Clerk.? They craved, according to the tennour thairof, the Biss- 
chope of St Androis to be placit and acknawledgit Moderator. 
The Britherin, all in ane voyce, answerit that the act bure no such 
thing cleirly and fullie; and that it wes constantly affirmit by all 
the Brither of Provinces that wer present at the meiting at Lith- 
gow, that thair wes nevir such thing propounit thair, let be reassoun- 
it, voitit, and concludit ; and thairfoir they could not acknawledge 
that act, halff a yeir and moir keipit closse, and now coming out 
eftir the death of the Moderator quho wes thair, befoir that the haill 
Presbytries of the Province had advysit thairwith speciallie, and 
conferred with uthir Provinces also; for the quhilk effect thai de- 
syrit a coppie to everie ane of thair Presbytries. 

At the quhilk answer, the Commissiouneres seimit to be verie 
angrie, and said the lettres of horneing wer over-long unexecute, 
and the King wes but trubelit by thame ; and calling for ane Offi- 
cer of Armes, quhilk they had redie with the lettres of horneing, 
ane of thame tuik the cattologie of the Brither in his hand, beginnes 
to call the same, demanding every man severalie, “‘Quhither they 
would accept of the Bisschope to be Constant Moderator of that 
Synod, yea or not?” Quho answerit, “Nay.” Than commandis 
he the Officer presentlie to give him a chairge to accept him, under 
the paine of rebellioun and putting of thame to the horne; quhilk 
the Officer solemnely doeing eftir the forme and order, the Brithe- 
rin answerit severalie, “ We will rather abid horneing, and all that 
can follow thairon, or® we doe againes our consciences, to the wrack 
of the libertie of our Kirk. The office is unlawfull, the man is un- 
worthie!” The Commissiouneres thairfoir commandis him to de- 
nunce them all rebellis : But the Bisschope, perceiving the Breithe- 
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rine so stout, feiring, give! that iff they wer put to the horne, they 
would presentlie excommunicat him, as his predecessor wes, assay~ 
ing quhois hornes wes hardest! He did withdraw the Lordis Com- 
missiouneres apairt, and said unto thame, that he would tak upon 
him to satisfie the Kingis Majestie, and he would spair his Brithe- 
rin, and sua preis to accquyre thair favour. Quhairunto the Com- 
missiouneres glaidly according, said, It wes his awin caus, doe thair- 
in quhat he pleiseit, they would lay the wait? of all on him, iff the 
King wer offendit ! And sua, causing the Officers with utheris 
Lettres, quhilk wes also in readines, to dischairge the Assemblie pre- 
sentlie, and not to convein again without special warrand from the 
King, that Assemblie, eftir heartie thankisgiven unto God, wes 
dissolvit. 

The Bisschope presentlie wryt to the King, and informit him of 
all, in his awin maner; quhairby he procurit the Moderator, Mr 
Williame Cranstoune, to be denuncit rebell and put to the horne ; 
and uthir’ thrie of the Brither, to witt, Mr Johne Scrimgeour, Mr 
John Caudom,* and Mr John Dykis, his own brothir-in-law, to be 
confynit within his awin Congregatioune ; they nevir being citit 
nor callit befoir any Judge for thair tryel, were pee thus for 
insolent cariage and misbehaviour. 

The Synods of Lowthiane, Merse, and utheris, followit the same 
cours, denying the act of Lithgow, and refuissing Synodall, un- 
chosine, Constant Moderators, quhois proceidingis and forme of 
doeingis wer too long to be sett doun in storie; and, thairfoir, lett 
us heir of thais most advyseit actis set doune at Lithgow. The 
Moderatoris cygnean songe,’ the quhilk singis not indeid, far out of 
toone,” in respect of that quhilk followis ; howbeit, it fast maid way 
to the breking out of the great damme quhilk, allace! for pitie, wes 
the cutting aff, in the mides of his dayis, of a man of rair, baith 
spirituall and naturall, giftis : 


' Giving or granting that if, &e. 2 Wyte, blame. 3 Adv, MSS. 
* Gordone.” 4 Swan-like song. 5 Not much out of tune. 
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IN THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND, CONVENIT BY HIS 
MAJESTIE, AND HOULDIN AT LITHGOW, ANNO 1606. 


Sess. 3, 12th of December. 


“Tn lyk maner, the Conferrence, finding that nothing moir weak- 
nit the credit and strenth of the Ministerie and Discipline of the 
Kirk againes Papistis, [nor] moir imboldnit the adversaris to goe 
forwaird in their erronius corruptiounes and courses, then the ap- 
peirance of divisioune in the Ministerie among thame selff, and the 
alienatioune quhilk seimes to be among sume of thame; thairfoir, 
for the remoiving of all eylistis' and schaw of divisioun, and aliena- 
tioun of myndis, ethir amongis the Ministeres thame selffis, or of 
his Majestie’s guid affectioune and favour from any of thame, it 
wes thought ane soveraigne remedie for the moir effectuall supress- 
ing of Papistrie, and haifing fund and searchit out the caus of dis- 
tractioun and alienatioun of myndis foirsaidis in the Ministrie, to 
be, pairtlie, a feir that sume of our Britherin wes of purpose, and 
of course to dissolve and subvert the Libertie and Discipline of the 
Kirk of Scotland, by removeing thair Sessiounes and Presbyteries, 
Provinciall and Generall Assemblies, and by usurping in thair awin 
persounes such lyk tyrrannous and unlawfull Jurisdictioune, as is 
no wayes lawfull, nethir to be licenceit® in any trew Reformit Chris- 
tiane Kirk, and to schaik off thair obedience to all guid order and 
comlines establischit, or to be establischit be the lawfull Assemblies, 
of his Majestie’s consent; and pairtlie, a greiff, that sume of thair 
Brither wer so banischit furth of his Majestie’s dominiounes, and 
utheris diseasit, by thair long wairding* and detaimeing from thair 
habitatiounes and chairgis: And finding, lykwayes, by the declara- 
tioune of his Majestie’s Commissiouneres, and sic as wes privie to 
his Majestie’s mynd, that his Hines wes no les grevit with diverse 
actiounes and formes of some of the Ministrie, sorie for not haiffing 


| Literally, eyesoress The Ady. MS S. read erroneously, ‘‘ the Lettis,” 7. e. hin- 
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dew regaird and cair, to use sic courses in thair actiounes and ad- 
ministratioune of the lawfull effaires of the Kirk, as mycht seim to 
intertein ane lawfull and ane solid place, peice, and quietnes, betuix 
his Majestie and thame, as lykwayis mutuallie among thame selff; 
and speciallie that the forme! of thair Governement wes oftentymes, 
and almost ordinarlie, committit to such as, for laik of experience 
and wisdome, wer no wayes able to keip thair estait in any quietnes 
or guid forme; quhairunto his Majestie imputit the cheiff causses of 
all the greivis and troubles that haif fallin out in this longe tyme 
among the Ministerie thame self, or in ony offences givin by ony of 
thame to his Majestie, and that his Majestie could not be satisfieit 
quhill this inconvenience wes first removit, and a faithfull remedie 
wes provydit, that the lyk quhairoff? should not fall out. Quhilk 
his Majestie comprehendit summarely in this: Lf the effaires of the 
Kirk sould be administrat by the most wyse and most godly, quhair- 
annent also his Majestie’s speciall Overture, as heireftir followis, 
was propounit : 

“ Tt is his Majestie’s advyse at this Assemblie, and pleasure, that 
presently thair be ane nominat in every Presbyterie, of the most 
godly and graiff, and of maist* auctoritie and experience, meitest 
for governement, to haif the Moderatioune of his Presbyterie, quhair 
he remaines, till the present jarris and fyre of dissentioune, quhilk 
is amonges the Ministerie, to the great prejudice of the auctoritie 
and credite of the same, and the hinderance of the Gospel, and his 
Majestie’s hight offence, be quenchit and taikin away; and. the 
Nobillmen and uthiris professing Papistrie within this kingdome so 
repressed, be justice and executioun of lawis, | by the labours of their 
Ministerie, and discipline of the Kirks, that they be not able to 
hinder the course of the Gospell, or Scripture, and enlarge the 
power and credite of false religion, and that the chiefest binding 
of delatiounes of the saidis Papistis, and satisfactiounes for justice 
and executioune of lawes*] againes thame, be committit to the saidis 


} Ady. MSS. “ chairge.” 2 Ib. * hereafter.” 3 Ib. “ greatest.” 
4 Omitted in Univ. MS. 
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Moderatoris: And that the Bischopis in thair Presbyteries, quhair 
thai ar resident, in ane of thair Kirkis of thair Bisschopperickis haif 
this cair and burdein committit to thame, and sieing it will credibilly 
fall out, that in the Bisschopprickis! throw greitnes of pairties, and 
langsumnes and difficultie of the proces of the said Moderator, 
wilbe sometymes constrainit to reffer the doeing thairoff to the 
Provinciall Assemblie, in preserving actiounes of greatest difficulties, 
be committit to the Bisschoppis making lawfull residence within 
the said Province, or to the worthiest of thame, quhen it sall hap- 
pen that moir nor one of thame be within one Province ; in respect 
that his Majesty hes bestowit upoun thame moyen and place; quhair- 
throw they may be abill to beir out the chairges and burdein of 
dangerous and difficult actiounes, quhilk uthiris Ministeres wer not 
abill to sustein ; and lykwayis by thair credit and place in Counsel, 
ar abill, in sic causses, to procure greatter celeritie and executioun 
of justice, as in such causses is requisit, then uthiris. ‘The Confer- 
rence, haiffing first advysit annent the taking away of the forsaid 
feir, and suspitioune and satisfactioune of the Greivis,? and willing 
to understand of his Majestie’s Commissiouneres, and sic as had 
‘bein laitlie accquentit with his Majestie’s intentiounes, and willing 
lykwayis to heir the declaratioun of the Bisschoppis heirannent, as 
tuiching thair awin intentioun and purpose in that erand: It 
was declairit, that it wes not in any way his Majestie’s intent and 
purpose to subvert the Discipline*® of the Kirk of Scotland, but 
rather to augment and strenthen the same, in sua far as could serve* 
for the weill of the Gospell and restraint of vyce, and to sie such 
eyelistis® and offences as in the administratioun thairoff wes the 
occasioun of just discontentment to his Majestic, and hinderance 
to the credit and auctoritie of the Ministerie among the people, 
and among the Ministerie thame selffis, be removit and tain away, 
be sic guid Overturis as is above expressit: In signe quhairof, as 
thair is nothing done in derogatioune in the haulding of the Ses- 
siounes of Presbyteries and Provinciall Assemblies, so it wes nevir 


1 Ady. MSS. “ Presbyteries.” 2 Ib. “ danger.” 3 Ib. “ this present: 
Government.” 4 Tb. “he could command.” > Eyesores. 
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his Majestie’s intentioun, but that the keipeing of Generall Assem- 
blies, at certain and competent tymes and places, was and is a most 
necessare mein for the preservatioune of peice and unioune in the 
Kirk, and exterminatioune of all heresie and schisme in the same. 

“ And, thairfoir, his Majestie does gratiousely declair, that as the 
act of parliament does still stand in full force and effect for the con- 
veining of the said Assemblie once in the year, by his Majestie’s 
directioun, so it is his Majestie’s will that the day of conveining 
the nixt Assemblie salbe in Edinburgh, the last Twysday of July : 
Siclyk, the haill Bisschoppes declairit that it wes not thair imten- 
tioun to usurpe ony tyrrannous or unlawfull jurisdictioun and power 
over thair Britherin, nor to ingyre! thamselffis onywayis unlawfully 
in the Kirkis Governement, or ony pairt thairoff, further nor sould 
be committit to thame be the Presbyteries, Provinciall and Generall 
Assemblies ;. and if it sould be found to fall out that they, or ony 
of thame, should do in the contrair, then and in that cais they ar 
content to submitt thame selffis alse humblie unto the censuris of 
the Kirk, as ony uthir of thair Britherin of the Ministerie. 

“In lyk manner, it wes declairit that his Majestie, according to 
the longanimitie and patience towardis sic as happinit to offend him 
of the Ministry, had delayit a verie long tyme to give furth any sen- 
tence againes the Brither now banischit, still houping that be 
their guid behaviour, and humble sute for his Hines’ pardoun and 
favour, his Majestie mycht haiff occasioun to schaw his clemencie 
towardis thame: And albeit his Majestie, being justlie provokit, 
wes movit to give furth his will annent thair banischment, yit he 
immediatly being requistit in thair favouris by the Bisschopis and 
uthiris Britherin thair present with him, it pleasit his Majestie to 
declair, that the want of his favour proceidit upoun thair awin de- 
fault, quho had nevir humblit thame selfis to seik his pardoun as 
becam thame; in respect quhairoff, it wes thoucht meit to direct - 
the Bischop of Abirdein, Mr Patrick Scharpe, Patrick Galloway, - 
Robert Wilkie, John Strachane, John Howie,” John Hay, with 
the Moderator of the Assemblie, to wryt a Lettre to the said Bri- 

1 Insinuate. 2 Ady. MSS. “ Hal.” 
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therin, in name of the Assemblie, giving thame advyse to forme and 
send thair humble sute to his Majestie, for his favor and pardoun 
to thame, as mycht give his Majestie best satisfactioun; and that 
the Assemblie earnestlie requeistit his Majestie’s Commissiouneris, 
and uthir Nobillmen imployit by his Majestie to this Assemblie, so 
soone as the said Supplicatioun sall cum from thame, of the tennour 
foirsaid, to concur, by thair credit and commissioun, and to mak in- 
tercessioun with his Hines to procure thame to be maid pairtakeris 
of that gratious favour, quhilk his Majestie at no tyme heirtofoir 
refused to any of that professioun, quhom he fand willing to ac- 
knawledge and amend thair oversight, and haif recourse to his cle- 
mencie. For the quhilk declaratioun, the Conferrence praisit 
God; and thought guid, that the Britherin sould be writtin unto 
as is affoirsaid, and be the Britherin foirnameit: And thaireftir, 
haiffing considerit the Overtur propounit to thame in his Majestie’s 
name, and finding it in schaw to carie sume appeirance of novatioun 
in the Discipline of the Kirk, and feiring that it mycht bring with 
it sume inconveniencie, thairfoir the Conferrence would not tak 
upoune thame to determine thair advyse thairannent, quhill first 
the matter wes exactly handlit and reassounit in thair presens, and 
sufficient remeid provydit for preventing of all inconvenientis quhilk 
mycht be feirit to follow thairby. 

“ Quhairupoun a guid number of the most godly, lairnit, and 
wyse of the Britherin of the Conferrence, being appoyntit to reas- 
soun ane eftir ane uthir ; and haiffing exactlie, and at guid lenth 
reassouneit and examinit quhatsoevir inconvenient mycht follow on 
the estabilishment of the same Overture, It wes considerit and 
fund at last, by ane universall voyce and consent of the haill Con- 
ferrence, without contradictioun, that the said Overture wes boith 
wyse and godly, tending to the weill of the Kirk, many wayis, 
provyding that certain Cautiounes wer observit for preventing such 
evil as mycht happin to fall out, in cais of the said Moderatoris or 
ony of them sould either arrogantlie presume or usurpe any further 
powar in the saidis Presbytries and Assemblies then is cumely and 
lawfull for Moderatoris, in sic a caus, to doe, and presently to use, 
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and without innovating or altering at thair fantasies, and at thair 
awin handis, the custome that the discreit Moderatoris haiff usit, and 
ought to use in that place, or uthirwayis to be fund remiss in pro- 
pouneing or prosecuting any guid purpose or overtour, quhilk sould 
be givin in by the Britherin, or any of thame, to the saidis Presby- 
tries and Assemblies, and according to the doubtis quhilk in reas- 
souneing wer found out and feirit.” 


THE CAUTIOUNES FOLLOWING WER AGRIEIT UPOUN. 


“First, That it be implyit that the Moderatoris of the Presby- 
tries and Provinciall Assemblies be nominat and chosine according 
to his Majestie’s Overtoure, sall presume to doe nothing in the Pres- 
bytries or Provinciall Assemblies, quhair they moderat, without the 
speciall advyse and consent of the Britherin. 

“2. That the actis of the Generall Assemblie and Caveatis 
thairin annent Bisschoppis prescryvit, be observit, that they sall 
use no jurisdictioun or power, further nor the Moderatoris of the 
Presbytries and Provinciall Assemblies hes bein in use of, be the 
constitutiounes of the Kirk, befoir. 

“3. In cais it sall happin Moderatoris of Presbytries or Provin- 
ciall Assemblies to be absent the tyme of thair Conventioun, then 
it salbe in the power of the said Provincialls and Presbytries to 
nominat and choyse one of the best, and wysest, and gravest of the 
Brither to be Moderator in that meitting, in absence of the said 
Moderator. 

“4, Quhen the place of the Moderator in any Presbytrie sall hap- 
pin to vaik, the electioun of ane uthir to succeid in his roume sall 
be maid be the haill Provinciall Assembly, with consent of his Ma- 
jestie’s Commissiouneres, if ony happin to be thair present for the 
tyme; and that quhen any of the saids Moderatoris sall happin to 
depairt this lyff betuix the Assemblies, it sall be lawfull to the Pres- 
bytrie to nominat the honnestest, gravest, and wysest of thair num- 
ber, to continow in the Moderatioun of that Presbytrie quhill the 
nixt Provinciall Assemblie. 
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“5. The Moderatoris of the Presbytries salbe subject to the 
tryallis and censuris of the Provincialis ; and in cais it sall happin 
that they be found to be remiss in discharge of thair dewtie, or to 
haif presumeit to haif usurpit over thair Britherin ony further power 
nor is given thame be the Assembly, it salbe a caus to thame of de- 
privatioun from the office of Moderatioun ; and they salbe depryvit 
thairfoir be the Provinciallis. 

“6. In lyk maner, the Moderatoris of the Provinciall Assem- 
blies shall be tryit and censurit by the Generall Assemblie; and if 
he be found ethir to be remiss in the office of his Moderatioun, or 
to haif usurpit any further power nor the simple place of a Mode- 
rator, he salbe depryvit of the said office of Moderatioun by the Ge- 
nerall Assemblie. 

“7. That the Moderatioun of ilk Presbytrie or Provinciall As- 
semblie, with the Scrybe, being chosine, faithfull, wyse, and formall 
men, be astrictit to be present at all Generall Assemblies, as Mem- 
beres thairof, and to haif the Register of the actis and proceidingis 
of the Presbytries and Provincialls thair present with thame, that 
thair fidelitie and diligence may be sein by the Generall Assembly, 
and the estait of the countrie thairby knawin. 

“8. That it Salbe leisume to ilk Presbytrie to send Commis- 
siouneres to the Generall Assembly, beside and attour the Modera- 
tor and the Serybe, tuo or thrie, according to the actis of our As- 
semblies annent the Commissioun from Presbytries, if they sall 
think it expedient. 

‘<9, Further, it is hereby declairit, that notwithstanding of any 
thing done at this tyme, the Sessiounes, Presbytries, Provinciall 
and Generall Assemblies, are to be observit, keipit, and obeyit, as 
they haif bein heirtofoir. 

“10. That the Moderator of the Generall Assemblie be chosine 
be voit of the said Assemblie, certaine leitis being first nominat and 
propounit friely, as hes bein in tymes bipast. 

“11. That in every Provinciall Assemblie quhair thair ig no 
Bischope making residence, actuallie and lawfullie, and haifing the 
Moderatioun of ane of the Presbytries? the Moderatoris of the said 
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Presbytries within the said Province being propounit on leit, the 
meittest of thame salbe chosine be the said Assemblie Moderator 
thairof, his Majestie’s Commissiouneres consent being had thairto. 
“12. And further, the Conferrence haiffand examinit the Rollis 
of all Presbytries, to sie iff ony wer meitter to use the said office of 
Moderatioun then thais quho befoir hes bein nominat, to haif the 
delatioun of Papistis and Non-communicantis, they fand, in thair 
awin judgement, that the same persounes wer of all uthiris, in every 
Presbytrie, neirest and meitest, alswel to moderat as to haif cair of 
delatioun foirsaid: Reservand allwayis to the Ministerie of everie 
Presbytrie heir conveinand thair awin priviledge and power to no- 
minat unto the Assemblie a meitter, if any thair be in thair Pres- 
bytrie, for Moderatioune: And, thairfoir, the said Conferrence found 
it expedient that the persounes foirsaidis accept in and upoun 
thame, presentlie, the said office of Moderatioune, and that within 
the saidis Presbytries respective; and that the Presbytries allow, 
awne, and imbrace thame: And, for this effect, that the saidis Mo- 
- deratoris and Presbytries be requistit thairunto earnestely be this 
Assembly ; and iff neid beis, lykwayis chairgit that the Kirk of 
God be not long frustrat of the confortabill effectis of the foirsaid 
ordour, quhilk it is abill shortly, be the grace of God, to produce. 


“This Overture being propounit and declairit at lenth, in presens 
of the full Assemblie, everie article and heid thairoff wes with ane 
uniforme consent and assent and allowance of all approvit, without 
any contradictioun, except only sua far as concernes the Modera- 
toris in Presbytries, and thair continowance in thair office of Mo- 
deratioun beyond the accustomit tyme ; quhairannent certain doutis 
being propounit and satisfieit, and the Bisschopis haifemg givin 
thair awin declaratioun out of thair awin mouthis annent thair in- 
tentioun and purposes, to be subject to the Actis and Caveatis of — 
the Generall Assemblie, and to mak residence within such a space 
as sould be limitit to thame and evirilk ane of thame be the present 
Assemblie ; and if it sould be thought expedient for the weill of the 
Krk, that uthir meitter and moir worthie than they sould possess 


1607. MR JAMES MELVILL’S DIARY. 729 


and occupy thair places, to dimitt thair benefices at the will and 
plesoure of the Assembly, his Majestie’s consent and approbatioune 
being had heirto; quhairin they promiseit, if need beis, to be ear- 
nest suiteris at his Majestie’s handis, lykas sume of thame declairit 
that they had already craveit the same of his Majestic, for the re- 
spect they had to tak away all offenses from the Brither: Provyde- 
ing alwayes, if, ather upoun his Majestie’s advyse and propositioun 
to the Assemblie, or upoun thair awin Supplicatioun to the Assem- 
blie, be movit heireftir to grant thame any relaxatioun of any of the 
- Caveats, the Generall Assembly be moved hereafter to grant them 
any relaxation of any of the saids Caveatis, quhilk, upoun guid 
reassoun to the said Assemblie, mycht appear to be over strait, that 
this thair promise sall mak no derogatioun to the libertie quhilk 
the Assemblie heirefter salbe movit to grant unto thame. Item, 
it wes voitit, and be pluralitie of voitis concludit, to witt, his Ma- 
jestie’s Commissiouneris, haill Nobilitie, Erlis, and Barrounes, to 
the number of thirty-five,' togider with the number of one hun- 
dred and twenty-six Ministeres voiting affirmative, that the said 
Overture annent the continowance of Moderatoris, quhill the pre- 
sent divisioun of the Kirk be removit, and that the haill Brither be 
brought to that unitie of mynd and affectioun quhilk is aggrieabill 
with thair calling and service best to the furtherance of the caus of 
God, and overthrow of all contrair caussis, and the Papistis fully 
repressit and brought to the obedience of the Gospel, sould pass 
and be inactit as ane of the conclusiounes of this Assemblie ; the 
foirsaidis Caveatis being allwayis keipeit be everie ane of the saidis 
Moderatoris, and the contraveineres censurit and punischit, as is 
befoir expressit ; four only of the haill Assemblie be thair voitis 
dissassenting thairfra, and uthir four refuissing, to witt, for want- 
ing commissioun from thair Presbytrie, and two being non liquet. 
Extractit furth of the buikes of the actis of the said Assemblie at 
Lithgow, and subscrivit by the Moderator and Scrybe thairof. 
(Sic subscribitur) “ James NicoLtsoun, Moderator. 
“‘ Henry PHiiipr, Scrybe.” 
1 Left blank in Ady. MSS. 
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Now, to proceid to the Generall Assemblie: It wes solemnely 
promissit, as we hard at Lithgow, to be keipit at Edinbruche the 
last Tuysday of July in the yeir 1607, [but] wes by proclamatioun 
as oftentymes befoir prorogat to the same day and moneth in the 
yeir of God following, 1608, to hold in Dundie, becaus boith the 
plotter and the plott wes deid and expyrit, and they wer not as yit 
provydit of ane new ane. But the Bisschopis, keipeing diverse 
meittingis, and boith sending and ressaiveing consultatiounes from 
Court, resolvit to mak a way, and prepair for perfyting of the pur- 
pose at the nixt Generall Assemblie be three principall meines : 
First, By a pretext of a Conferrence : 2dly, By modificatioune of the 
Ministeres stipendis : 3dly, By the Visitatioun of the Presbytries. 
So the Commissioun of modificatioun of that yeir wes wholly givin 
to the Bisschoppes, quho, be augmentatioun, wanne and allurit by 
diminutioun, waikinit and bure doun, and by deprivatioun waikinit 
the heartis and terrifieit a great number of the Ministerie, and that 
sua closely and sua covertly as that ane caus pretendit in publict, 
ane uthir wes assurit thame in secreit. 

The Visitatioun of the Presbytries, by auctoritie of the Generall 
Assemblie, quhair they could finde any grund of the Commissioun, 
but specially borne out by the Kingis auctoritie, the drifte quhairof 
wes to lead and mak a number of Commissiouneres to voit with 
thame out of every Presbytrie, tuo or thrie at the least, according 
to the fore-provydit act of Assembly, quhairby they mycht be sure 
againes the nixt Generall Assembly appoyntit at Dundie. Quhilk 
wes espyit and weill preventit be many, pairtly by conforming all 
thair memberes, and pairtly by refuissing thair visitatioun ; of the 
guid reasoun quhairof, ane exampill sall suffice. 


The Presbytrie of Jedburcht refuissit the visitatioun of Bisschop 
Law of Orknay, for thais Reassounes : 
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REASSOUNES QUHAIRFOIR THE BRITHERIN OF THE PRESBYTRIE OF 
JEDBRUCHE DECLYNIT THE JUDGMENT OF MR JAMES LAW, 
BISSCHOPPE OF ORKNAY. 


“The act maid in the Generall Assemblie at Halirudhous, anno 
1602, concerneing the Visitatioun of Provinces, conteinit ane blank 
for inserting the tennour of the edict quhilk sould be servit at 
paroch-kirkis ; the quhilk edict sould be formit by thrie or four Bri- 
therin deput be the Generall Assemblie. But thais Brither nevir 
mett yit for that purpose, and sua the blank wes nevir fillit up: 
How, then, can the act be put in executioun, wanting the edict, evir 
a principall pairt ? Evin to this houre we servit the edict sent to us, 
expecting a lawfull Commissioun, [quhilk wes not as yit hard be us 
to be discussit : Satis est delegato asserere se esse delegatum, si non sit 
servicio persone, to caus any compeir, if the compeirance be tum 
levissimo. But quhen we compeirit, we saw the imperious edict 
quhilk we servit to be forgit, and not in the Commissioun'] it selff, 
quhair thair wes nothing but a blank ; the said Visitor would judge 
himselff alone, and that without John Clappertoune, a collegue, 
quhom his Majestie had designit in his Lettre sent to him. 

“ Nixt, without the Presbytrie professing plainely that he would 
not follow the most pairt of the voitis of the Presbytrie, quhen it 
came to the censure of any particular member thairof. Iff he haiff 
offerit great courtessie to others, that appeireth evidently he hes 
cum to us cum cupiditate nocendi without his collegue,.deput be the 
Generall Assemblie, without quhom he hes no power to visite ex- 
cept his collegue wer seik; and seiknes wes not alledgit, neither 
think we that the caus of seiknes expressit in the act can be ex- 
tendit to causses not expressit, be reassoun that all delegat jurisdic- 
tioun est stricti juris, and in all odious matteres odia sunt constrin- 
genda ; for sure we ar that it is not agrieabill to Godis Word, that 
the haill power of ane National Assembly sould be devolvit over 


1 Not in Ady. MSS. 
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upoun the back of a simple Presbyter; by the quhilk he has not 
only cognitioun, bot also definitioun and executioun, in ane univer- 
sitie of caussis, ovir ane haill Province of Ministeres: We would 
notwithstanding haiff tollerat this great absurditie, sua far dissonant 
from the Word, if the Generall Assemblie had appoyntit him alone. 
We sie, then, in it selff, it is res plena odit, et ambitionis ; and, thair- 
foir, the caus of seiknes sould not be extendit: But howbeit the 
caus of seiknes, expressit in the act, mycht be expressit be ane 
equivalent word not expressit, yit his collegue’s Lettre, dytit the 
seventh day of March, conteinit no such lat,! in it selff, for it must 
be a long-lasting seiknes and infirmitie would imped the executioun 
of the office befoir the nixt insewing Assemblie, that must be the 
reul and missour of the equivalent impediment for the Visitor to 
say to his fellow Visitor, quhen he hes a diseise that will schortly 
ceis, that he will goe to visite without him, wer but to ludificat the 
act of the Assemblie; the ministratioune of the Lordis Supper, 
catecheising of the people, unwillingnes to wander about, mention- 
it in his collegue’s Lettre, as impedimentis, the seventh of March, 
ar not ane impediment equivalent to longsume seiknes ; nor yit had 
we ony warrand of impedimentis the 2d of May, quhilk wes the 
tyme of Visitatioun: As for confyneing, howbeit it wes alledgit 
and provin, yit it had not bein equivalent to the long-lasting seik- 
nes and infirmitie of bodie. But the truth is, confyneing wes not 
so much as alledgit in our presens, far les proven; yea, the con- 
trare evidentlie collectit out of his colleguis Lettre. This much for 
the second reassoun, takin from his singular and solid judgment, 
without the collegue appoyntit be his Majestie, and without the 
collegue appoyntit be the Generall Assemblie, as also without the 
conjunct judgment of the Presbytrie. 

“Thridly, We say that the office itselff is expyrit, howbeit it mycht 
haiff bein put in executioun since the veritie? of his commissioun, 
and continuall custom of the Kirk, it sould haiff indured only to the © 
nixt insewing Generall Assemblie, and he himselff, with the rest of the 
Visitoris, did hould up his hand publictlie, promisseing to put it in 


1 Let, hindrance. 2 Ady, MSS. “be vertew.” 
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executioun befor the nixt Assemblie. Now, it is most evident, 
that fyve yeires thairefter fell out that meiting houldin last at 
Lithgow, quhilk he himself avoweit [to be] ane Generall Assem- 
blie; yit he could not let us sie ane act of prorogatioun from the 
samyne, howbeit he craveit it; and the not executioun of his office 
befoir that tyme makith him not to continow in the office, but to 
be culpabill of negligence, for the space of five yeiris, nam nemo 
debet lucrari ex sua negligentia ; the discharge not expressit makes 
him only to rest culpabill,' but the power and rigour of the office 
itselff did at the sett tyme expyre, ane Moderator, or any such 
lyke office man, howbeit the sett tyme rune out, continows still 
till ane uthir Moderatour be designit, becaus it is ane constant 
office, and thair must not be interrupt a series of Moderatouris suc- 
ceidin to Moderatouris; but the office of Visitatioun is pro re nata, 
arbitrarie, as the Assemblie thinkis guid to send out Visitoris, or 
not send; the tyme being then not sett downe by the Assemblie, 
the office does expyre at the same tyme and day. And, on the 
other syde, to reassoun if the Assembly hauldin at Lithgow be ac- 
countit ane lawfull Assemblie, thair his office of Visitatioun ceissit, 
unles it wer renewit be the same again ; and if that Assemblie be 
not esteimit ane lawfull Assembly, yit the day appoyntit by the 
Generall Assemblie concerneing his office of Visitatioun expyres, 
or at least be prorogatioun, as the Assemblie rines in nonentrie, so 
dois his Visitatioun. 

“ Fourthly, Since that act of Halyrudhous, thair is a new emer- 
gent? reassoun to refuisse him, for if ane delegat suspect may be re- 
fuissit, haiff we not just caus to refuisse him quho is becum a Biss- 
chop, seing that act for schisme is sua great at this tyme betuixt the 
Bisschopis and the better sort, that every ane reputeth the utheres 
adversaris ? Could we, then, without hazard underly the hazard of 
our adversarie cleimeing to the power of a deputie of the Generall 
Assemblie, that meinit nothing les then to arme his adversar with 
a power againes his own childrein ? 
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“ Lastly, Had we not just caus to declyne him quho spak with 
the voyce of the Antichryst? The Bisschop of Orknay, speiking 
lyk the Bisschop of Roome, quho said in his Lettre that he sent to 
us, that he would not stand to proceid againes us cum jure et potes- 
tate utriusque gladii! Bonifacius the Eight, Pope of Roome, of 
quhom it is said, Intravit ut Vulpes, regnavit ut Leo, mortuus est ut 
Canis! at the grit Jubile, quhilk he institutit ix anno 1613, sat 
one day with the Pontificall robe and keyis; and the nixt day with 
the Imperiall sword befoir him, crying, ‘ Ecce hie duo gladii? One 
quho had commissioun from the Kirk aught not to imploy the se- 
cular Sword; bot the judge quho sent him out, finding the persoun 
disobedient, sould tak order thairwith: Delegatus enim Judex non 
habet Jurisdictionem naturalem, sed alieno ex beneficio. We can not 
be countit rebellis, quho, according to order and forme, declyne. 
Nemo enim rebellis est qui petit quod de jure permittitur ; and how can 
the Secular Magistrat know utrum bene vel male Judicium, befoir 
the Generall Assemblie, that, be the lawis of the realme, is the 
competent Judge, haiff judgit our declinatoure? and how sould we 
haiff personam standi in judicio, quhen the Assembly sall hauld that 
we may seik remeid againes the pretendit Visitoris, if we be with- 
hauldin with registratioun at the horne, or any lyk impediment? 
for by that mein all outgait! is stoppit to us for evir, howbeit we be 
innocent; but this our Visitor cumes neirer his awin wordis, for 
non tantum ad ejus initum sed ejus motum, is the prince’s sword wailit? 
againes us. In his awin persoun, he had the Commissioun to put 
the Britherin to the horne, and accordingly waireit* expensses, di- 
rectit officiaris to denunce and registrat upoun the principall lettres : 
Intending further, haiffing tuo swordis, he maid chuse of the Tem- 
porall, and excercisit the force thairoff, imitating Pope Julius the 
Third, quho did cast Saint Peteres Keyis into Tiber, and tuik unto 
him the Sword of Paul: He will not punische us Ecclesiastically, 
but will delait us to the Magistrat to be scherper handleit, saying, 
he would haiff his handis frie of all evil done unto us! So, Pilat 
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wes guiltie of Chrystis death, notwithstanding he did wasch his 
handis, and said, I am innocent! Jam plectandi sumus, non ad ejus 
nutum solum, etiam licitum,” &c. 


And so, indeid, it cam to pas, for notwithstanding of all thais 
Reassounes, sume of the Britherin wer summond befoir the Coun- 
sel, sume horneit, and sume wairdit: Lykas thais of the Synod of 
Duns wer so usit, quhen Mr Tobias Ramsay, Moderatour, and Mr 
Johne Smyth, Clark thairoff, wer commandit to the Blaknes, only 
for undertaking upon them thais offices, at the comand and calling 
of the Assembly, and for thair standing be the lawfulnes thairof 
befoir the Counsel. 

But now to the Conferrence. They tuik occasioun thairof, by a 
challange, quhilk certain upright zealous Brither had maid, whereof 
the tennour followis : 


THE MINISTERES’ OFFER OF CONFERRENCE. 


“¢ We, the Ministeres of Jesus Chryst, defenderes and favour- 
eres of the Discipline of the Kirk of Scotland, professis and de- 
clairis, that the said Discipline and Governement, as it is appoyntit 
be the Kirk, and ratified in Parliament, confirmit of auctoritie, sub- 
scryvit and sworne be the Pastoris and professoris of the Kirk 
within this kingdome, and accordingly ressavit and practisit these 
fiftie yeiris within the same, as most agriabill to the Word of God, 
and most convenient to concurre and stand with the Civill Go- 
vernement of the kingdome, and for defence heirof, in the feir of 
God, Christian modestie, and brotherlie love, offeres to our Brither, 
Commissiouneres, voiteres in parliament, be evidentis of reassoun, 
and warrandis of Scripture, to mantein and defend the samen 
againes quhatsumevir they can object in the contraire; [and for 
that effect earnestlie desyris a frie Conferrence to be appoyntit and "] 
keipit in the Conpit10ounEs following : 
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[ CONDITIONS. | 


“1. That the defenderes of the said Discipline may haiff ane 
publict warrand and protectioun from his Majestie and Counsel, 
for performance of that Conferrence. 

“2. That they mycht haiff a frie choyce of the persounes quhom 
to they may committ the manteinence of that caus lawfully in the 
said Conferrence. 

“3. That the partie appoyntit oppounent propoune and sett 
doun, in schort and cleire Articles, the poyntis quhairin they diss- 
assent from us in the said Discipline, and deliver the same in wryt 
to the Presbytries, a reassounabill tyme befoir the Conferrence, 
on the first day. 

“A, That for rememberance caus, for eschewing of confusioun, 
ydill discoursse, [takin and callumneis that may fall furth on ather 
syde, all questiounes, argumentis, answeris, replyes and conten- 
tiounes, and’] mistaking the conclusiounes that shall be treattit of 
in the said Conferrence, may pas by wryt, and be subscryvit be 
boith the oppounentis and defenderes. 

“5, That it salbe lesume to thame that salbe chosine to reassoun 
for boith the pairties, to tak counsell and advyce of ony of thair 
Brither, in ony perplexitie, or in ony particular or incident difficulties. 

“6. That quhatsoevir salbe treattit or agrieit upoun in that Con- 
ferrence be deliverit to the Presbytries, and eftir they haiff advysit 
the same, to the Provincialis, and syne to the Generall Assemblie, 
ane or moe, thair to be fullie treatit and finalie concludit. 

“ The great consideratiounes and just reassounes moving the de- 
fenderes to mak this Offer to thair Brither foirsaid are thais : 

“First, Becaus they are certainely perswadit and informit that 
sume of thair Brither quho ar opposit hes not obscurely professit to 
all honourabill professouris of all estaitis, that howevir they haif bein - 
of ane judgment and practise with us in tyme bypast, now by a 
cleir lycht quhilk hes schynit to thame in thair gryt studie, thay 
haif found out thair former errouris, and are perswadit that the 
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Episcopall Goyernement and Jurisdictioun over thair Britherin, 
quhilk hes bein and is condemned by the Kirk of Scotland, is the 
ordinance of God; quhilk, if they can cleirly demonstrat be prooff 
of Scripture, in this desyrit Conferrence, they sin againes God, thair 
awin saull, and the salvatioun of thair Brither, except they communi- 
cat thair lycht to thame that they may walk in it; utherwayes, it 
wer againes all honnestie and conscience to thame to depairt from 
the present Discipline, quhairunto they ar bund under the greit oath 
of the Lord; the reassounes quhairof they ar not aschamit to avow 
and expresse' befoir the world. 

“2. In the heat of thais contentiounes, the heartis, tongues, and 
pennis” of Jerusaleme Watchemen ar turnit from the enemies of 
the truth, and are lyk razoris scharpit and sett ane againes ane uthir, 
and neithir ordinar nor frie Ecclesiasticall meitting, nor wyse men 
to be found amongis us, to put us in rememberance that we ar 
Brither, the salt of the earth, and the lycht of the world; but over 
many of all sortis are readie to add fresch fewall to the flameing 
fyre of our distractioun ; quhairby we and our professioun ar hurt, 
to the great joye and incouragement of our enimies. Quhilk evilis, 
and uthiris quhilk may fall out in cais of continowance, by the 
mercie of God, in this Conferrence, may possiblie be preventit and 
remeidit. 

“¢3. Faithfull and unblameabill Ministeres ar presently pressit 
doun by the burdein of so many great reproches, as if they wer the 
only trubilleris of Issrael, and traducit to hauld and mantain Ana- 
baptisticall opiniounes, and presentlie hes thair persounes wairdit 
and thair livingis restrainit, againes quhom no occasioun can be 
found, except concerneing the caus of Discipline and Governement 
of the Kirk ; and it wer ridiculous that the Ministeres of God, in 
sic caisses, should, lyk bairnes, lay thair handis upoun thair heartis 
and hurt places, and cry ‘ Alace !’ and in the meintyme seik not the 
lawfull remedies. 

“4, It becumes no wayes the Ministeriall calling to keipe secreit 
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the truth, quhairof they ar perswadit, and quhen thair professioun, 
or any pairt thairoff, is brought under suspitioun, or impugnit by a 
cowardlie kind of silence, to betray the caus quhilk they belive sall 
stand suir’ in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

“5. The order and proceidingis of our Kirk ar tryit and carpit 
within and without the contrie by unfriendis and enimies of the 
governement of the same; and by present distractiounes we ar so 
keipit at under, after this manner, that nethir we dar haif occasioun, 
nor dar we saiffely answere calumniatouris and oppositiounes. 

“6. Protestand, that iff the saidis Commissiouneres and Voitteres 
in Parliament (now commonly ecallit Bischopis) sall happin to re- 
fuisse thir modest Offeres and most reassounabill Conditiounes 
thairoff, nochtwithstanding of the important reassounes propounit 
thairin be the said Ministeres, defenderes of the said Discipline and 
Governement of the Kirk of Scotland, that then, and in that cais, 
the said Discipline and Governement be reput and holdin wyse, 
godlie, and peiceabill, and stand unquarrelit quhill? they be law- 
fullie and orderly hard; and that thair Brither, according to thair 
credite, use the same as they will answer to God and to his Kirk, 
for the restoring the Ministeres to thair libertie and livingis; to the 
effect that all, in ane brotherly concord, may serve God and honour 
the King, and with a particular® cair and endeavour to procure the 
weill of Chrystis Kirk within this realme.” 


This Conferrence, craifit on baith the sydis, but in far diverse re- 
spectis and endis, the Bischope of Glasgow returning from Court 
the twelth day of Junij,‘ the Conferrence wes very cuningly callit 
and dressit to hauld at Falkland, the 15 of Junij ;> quhilk, to the 
intent it mycht be thought the more frie, diverse of the Brither 
quho wer confynit wer delt with, and licenceit to be thair; to 
quhom, be the rest on that syde, thair wer tuo Lettres sent, worthie © 
of rememberance, [by Mr James Melvill °] :-— 
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[LETTER BY MR JAMES MELVILL TO THE BRETHREN ASSEMBLED 
AT THE CONFERENCE OF FALKLAND. | 


“The Spirit of grace be with yow, and of wisdom, and of up- 
rycht judgment be present with yow, at this tyme and for 
evir. 


“ BRITHERIN, Haiffing understood, be the beirer, of a Confer- 
rence inditit, and sume little of the purpose thairoff, I haiff thought 
guid to communicate to yow my rude meditatiounes thairannent ; 
trusting ye will tak thame in guid seassoun,' albeit, I knaw, far in- 
feriour to the greatnes of the matter [and your cleir insycht. 

“Ye ar not ignorant quhat hes bein the event of diverse 
Conferrences and Colloquies, in matteres?] of Religioun, leiveing 
thame in worse estait ; quhairupoun hes followit alwayes greitter 
disturbance, with greitter iniquitie* and trouble, as witnesseth Col- 
loquium Poissiaconum in Gallia, anno 1561, quhairin Beza and Mar- 
tyr were colloquitoris for the one* pairt: Item, [ Colloquium Maul- 
bromense in Palatinis, anno 1568, quhairin Ursinus and Oliviannus 
were colloquitoris on our syde againes Jacobus Andre and his com- 
plices: Item,*] Colloquium Monpelgardense, anno 1564, inter Mini- 
stros Hannonienses, et Jacobum Andree and his adherentis: We re- 
member the event of Colloquium Fontrunense, betwixt Monsieur Du 
Plessis and the Bishop of Eurens: Sicklyk the Conferrence in 
Hampton Court betwixt Doctor Reynoldis and his fellowis and the 
English Bischopis, quhairupoun followis the triumphe of Barlow. 
And iff I remember rycht, Gregorius Nazianzene sayth, Nunquam 
se vidisse bonum eventum ex Colloquiis durante schismate in Ecclesia ; 
the rememberance quhairof, I doubt not, but the mercie of God 
sall mak yow moir vigilant, cairfull, and circumspect in this siclyk 
caus, especially this proceiding from ane hie power, cujus finis est 
victoria plus quam veritas ! 


1 Adv. MSS. “ pairt.” 2 Not in Ady. MSS. 3 Ady. MSS. “ enmitie.” 
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“ The end of this Conferrence I understand to be tuofold ; Pa- 
pistrie, and for Disciplinarie controversies. In my judgment, we 
must not luik sua meikle to the proponeris of baith as to the Hie 
Disposer of all, quho only out of darknes is abill to bring lycht ; 
quhill, as I am thinking, quhat sould be the caus that, for matteres 
of Papistrie, they sould seik your advyse and assistance, they haif- 
ing in thair hand the manageing of all thais matteres of a long tyme, 
with power and auctoritie, secluding yow, sumtymes also crossing 
yow in thais effairis. I conjecture two endis, the one, ad delendam 
ignominiam Conventus Litgoniensis, quhairin great thingis wer pro- 
pounit, nothing prosecutit. 2dly, The matter being of greatest 
weight, carieing the caus without hatreit, of hazard, and evill-will 
from the greattest sort within this land, quhat reickis iff they get 
your pairt' of the burdein herein also, as haiffing no burdein on 
yow alreadie? But I ceis to search the intentiounes, quhatsoevir 
they be. I trust, in that pairt, thir salbe found no Papistis. 

“ As for the Ovirtouris againes thame, they are plain and manifest 
to all, proceeding only of the former tymes, only wanting execution ; 
quhilk defect man be urgit and laid on the Bisschopis, quho hes 
the power in thair handis amonges the Overtouris. I dout not but 
ye remember cheiffely upon The Commoun Band of Confessioun, 
anno 1592,” quhilk ye knaw was a foundamentall ground laid againes 
Papistis.? Let this now be renewit,* and cheifely urgit to be sub- 
scryvit be all; quhilk, if it could pass throw all and by all, as it 
wes first devysit and commandit, ye knaw the guid it mycht [haif] 
effectuatit. The rest of the Overtouris I dout not wilbe reddie 
at hand to yow, the executioun quhairoff non urgit® upoun Bis- 
chopis and Commissiouneris, and I wald wish that they wer seri- 
ousely stired up againes the commoun enimies, that they would be- 
ginne to renew® thair civill warris: But it is to be feirit, that ac- 
cording to the skilfull airt, lyk fenseres, they mint and seik’ at ane 


uthir pairt. 
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“For the uthir, annent matteres of Discipline, shortely I will 
tak up tuo thingis to be neidfull, in my judgment; the ane for pre- 
paratioun, the uthir for actioun: First, for preparatioun; let it be 
rememberit, 1st, Quhatevir hes bein forgotten in the first rowme, 
in lyk caussis, to witt, in humiliatioun and fasting to be urgit in 
our Conferrence with Bischop Law, that it being intimat to him, 
he may travell to mak it publict and generall; quhilk I know will 
not work on thair pairt, yit it salbe neidfull that they dischairge 
your conscience in sua neidfull a poynt to him; but let it be urgit 
on your pairt, in all Presbyteries, of the purpose, quhair it may not 
be had publictly, that it may be had privatly amonges the fayth- 
full favoureres of discipline. 2dly, To give advertisment to all 
Presbyteries of the purpose, pairtlie to remove jealousie that may 
arryse ; pairtly, for craifing thair Overtouris, advyse, and counsel, 
quhilk may be done with significatioun of the fast. 3dly, Proposi- 
tiounes to be propouned, containeing the groundis of Discipline of 
our Kirk, and bakit by Scripture, Constitutiounes Ecclesiasticall, 
perpetuall practise, &c.; quhilk propositiounes aither may be ex- 
tractit out of the Buik of Discipline, or then, according to the same 
eroundis, cleirit by new diligence, quhairin standis precipuum mo- 
numentum cause. 

“For the actioun it selff, thir thingis I think neidfull: First, 
That ye haiff amongis your selffis your privat meitingis, and a Mo- 
derator privatlie to be chosine among your selffis for consent, 
harmonie, and guid order. 2dly, The warrand of your meitingis 
to be requirit and produceit publictlie for the securitie, and the 
authentik copie thairoff to be keipit for your warrandis. 3dly, 
Being at publick meeting for the samene cause, Brethren have 
been summond, as lately ye remember the event of the Con- 
vocatione of the late Conferrence of the Brether at Hampton Court, 
and, lately at home, be the example of Mr Willhame Rowe, and Mr 
Henrie Livingstoun, and the example of Mr John Murray, not un- 
lyk preiching at a Generall' Assemblie; and yit wes he appre-’ 
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hendit as a malefactor by the Guard, and put in prissoun, quhair 
he continowis to suffer the same for thais causses. I think it wer 
neidfull ye sould crave securitie for your selffis in that poynt, that 
the Conferrence brek not out into ane new quarreling, and trouble- 
ing yow for your former meitting, and for defence of the caus. 
And this poynt is not lychtlie to be passit over, quhilk I recomend 
to your consideratioun most earnestly. 4thly, It wer maist neid- 
full to urge that this Conferrence wes frie and full, and that be 
calling their cheiffest memberis absent, &c.; quhilk earnestlie and 
urgentlie is to be insisted upoun, I mein of the absentis, and speci- 
allie of him that is at Londoun;! and if this can not be obteinit, to 
urge the presens of Mr James Melvin, quho is at New Castell; 
the necessitie heirof is to be dilaited. Siclyk, it is requisit that the 
persounes be of the frie choyse on your syd on a full caus concerne- 
ing all; for reassoun craiffis, and daylie practise schawis, that everie 
pairtie chuses thair awin Colloquitouris. 5thly, No Conferrence 
to be yeildit unto but by wrytt, under the handis of tuo faythfull 
wrytteris; for the quhilk I thnk [Mr Johnne Kenneir and*] Mr 
Johnne Row were the meittest: And this is the very formall® and 
cheiff matter to stand upon; quhilk if it be refussit, I think the 
Conferrence can wirk no guid effect; examples are recent. 6th, 
Giff it wer grantit, thir thingis wald seime to be most necessar: 
First, To mak the statum questionis cleir, quhatevir hes bein ob- 
scure‘ and disguised in tymes bypast: 2d, To agrie upoun groundis 
of reassouning ; the cheiff ground to be the Word of God, the only 
ground discernit and ressavit againes Papistis, togider with the 
practise of the Christiane Appostolicall and Primitive Kirk. But 
this I neid not to insist upon; I feir it sall haiff no use at this 
tyme ; but in cais it come to any actioun, verball or reall, one thing 
is most neidfull, to witt, that a protestatioun be maid, that nothing 
done or to be done on your pairt may prejudge the publict caus 
perteining to all,” &e. 

' Allusion is here made by the Author to his uncle, Mr Andrew Melvill, who was 


still a prisoner in the Tower of London, at that date. 2 Not in Adv. MSS. 
3 Tb. “ principall.” 4 7b. “ absurd.” 


1607. MR JAMES MELVILL’S DIARY. 743 


The uthir Lettre disswadit from disputatioun ; as followis: 


[MR JAMES MELVILL’S SECOND LETTER. | 


“ Briruer, Your lettre, for informatioun, full of love and sueit 
zeall, hes refreshit me verie meikle; and the moir, becaus I wes 
carefull [and] thristie: As for a challange of disputatioune, I lyk it 
not, neither coming on your pairt nor thairis, if it can be eschewit ; 
for thais reassounes, quhilk I beseik yow weill to wey and consid- 
der :-— 

“1. They challange the disputt, as seiking the vantage, being 
out of possessioune, and not haifieing thair rycht publictly de- 
clairit and approvit, as we haif; and they ar seiking first to undoe 
us, and thairfoir movis disputatioun, quhairin they mein to be sett 
in the brunt of the battell against Romish English Doctoris, that 
retireing and yeilding Uriah may be slaine. So did the Leslies with 
the Guid Regent, the Erle of Murray, at the Feild of Corrichie, 
and would haif undone him, if he, with a fewer nor a hundred,! had 
not ressavit thame on the poynt of thair speiris.’ 

“9, Disputatione in a Kirk, quhairintill trew Religioun hes bein 
once plantit, hes never edifieit, bot, on the contrair, hes evir castin 
doun and destroyit it; becaus it wes movit by the enemie : It breid- 
eth contentioun et studium partium, quhilk pervertis guid ingynis, 
blindis the judgmentis: Nam quid est quod non dicenda fiat probabile, 
guid tam verum firmumque quod non labefactat sophistica oratio. Also 
it makis the will obstinat and refractorie, namely of thame that ar 
carriit efter error, and desyris no better nor to haif any schaw or 
pretence of reassoun for that quhilk thair heart is carriit efter: 
Examples, the Disputatiounes in France, Germanie, Helvetia, and 
in the auld contentious Counsel of Arrianis, Novetianis, [and] Do- 
natistis; quhair, eftir such disputatiounes, heresies wer concludit. 
Remember latelie the Disputatioun of Monsieur Duplessis and the 
Bischops of Huruch, as also, laitter at Hamptoun Court. 
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“3, Giff disputatioun upon the Disciplin with Bischopis or 
Inglish Doctoris, quhy not upoun all the poyntis of Doctrin with 
the Papistis, as first creaiffing and challenging the samyne as they ? 
and thairby casting all our Religioun in questioun and doubt, will 
find a guid entres and preiss foirwaird ; for boith is the doctrin of 
Chryst, alseweill the one as the uthir, and we haif the lyke war- 
randis of God and men for boith. 

“4, Let them schaw reassounes quhy they preis to alter the pre- 
sent Disciplin, and depairt from us, is reassounes, I say, such as are 
weightie and relevant, that we may justlie dout thame utherwayis 
to be estemit Apostatis at the leist. 

“5. Thair juramentum de calumnia vel veritate would be requirit, 
quhither lyk Balaam lyk-myndit, honour and wealth offirit, makis 
thame to seik new consultatiounes and new revocatiounes, sieing 
guid Josiah hes cleirly manifestit his will thairannent, and they 
haif professit, preachit, sworne, and subscryvit, as the undoubtit 
truth of Chryst ; or, rather, let tham be put to a jurie or assyse of 
all the guid, wyse, honnest, and godlie of the land.' 

“6. Giff equall disputatioune, quhy is the Kirk of God in Scot- 
land usit lyk Sampsoun by the Philistinis, intysit to sleip on the 
knies of Dalila till the sevin lockis of his hair, quhairin lay his great- 
test strenth, are cuttit aff, and then waknit with a great shout, that 
all the Philistinis ar upon him, to combate? Restore Sampsoun to 
his place again, and let his lockis grow again, and then come on! 

“7, Giff [there be] a disputatioune, thair must be a judge and a 
pairtie quho wilbe judge; but the King or moniest voittes of a Ge- 
nerall Assemblie, laid and dressit for the purpose, a pairtie of 
foraigneres, quho callit thame to dispute againes the Establischit 
order of our Kirk, moir nor againes our Kingdome and Commoun- 
weill; or, quho can suffer it that is a true Christiane Scottisman ; 
or quhat haiff we moir to doe with these now, nor thir fiftie yeiris 
bygain ? Iff sume of our awin Ministerie be a right, and trew, and 
just pairtie againes us, they must be traitoris, men-sworne A postatis, 
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in deid, Quibus fulmine excommunicationis potius quam disputationis 
opus est. - 

“8. Giff disputatioun, then, it must be, and in sua manie yeiris, 
and in the same forme as the Disciplin wes concludit and estaiblis- 
chit, viz., by the space of sex or sevin yeiris, and nevir ane article 
or conclusioun thairof passit, but be the commoun voitis and uni- 
forme consent of the haill Assemblie be fully and throughtlie ga- 
therit out of all the realme, according to the rewle of the law, Nihil 
magis naturale quam unum quodque eodem modo solvi quo fuit ligutum. 

“9. Giffthe matter must be decydit be a plaine faught in a sett 
battell, let us mak the challange againes English Bisschoppis, and 
feght it in the middes of England ; yea, evin in Lambeth, giff they 
will or dar, and nawayes in Scotland, becaus that ane hes bein 
throughly subdueit to Chryst, that other never; so, iff we be vic- 
torious, Chryst sall fully reigne thair also ; iff repulsit, it salbe easie 
to ressaive our forces with better incouragment; quhairas ane irre- 
parabill overthraw mycht be given us in the middes of our awin 
countrie, and quhairon such a Romishe' revolt mycht ensew, as 
again nevir can be suppressit. 

“10. Finallie, [ff our disputatioune wer sought and undertakin, 
candide, bona fide, sincere, et veritatis solummodo indagandi causa, and, 
in a word, simplie for edificatioune, and not subtillie, for distrac- 
tioune, then such as doubtit mycht, in all love, gentillnes, and long- 
sufferring, be travellit? withall for thair instructioun and resolu- 
tioun ; but being done provyditlie, polliticallie, yea, evin deceitfully, 
quhairas the conclusioun is allready laid and determinit, and the 
propositiounes, meines, and middes* to attein thairunto, are dilli- 
gentlie devysit and painefully dressit and platit,* it wer a foolishe 
and rasche expouneing of the cause to wrak, to yeild a disputt and 
casting off a suir rycht in questioun, as for any new law or consti- 
tutioun, iff equitably and orderlie they proceid. I am not affraid 
thairoff; and iff subtillie, and by force of auctoritie, the truth is evir 
the stronger, and the cause the mair advantageit ; for, as ever be- 
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fore, so now, Chryst, by suffering and patience, sall prevaill, and 
be victorious in end. These reassounes, and uthiris that of guid 
consideratioun may arryse heiroff, I wische and dout not but the 
guid Breither will expend.” 


M.DC.VIIL. 

The 15 of June,! the Conferrence sought be the Bisschoppes, 
grantit be the King, and yeildit unto by the Brither, wes keipit at 
Falkland. The Bisschoppes and Commissiouneres conveinit in the 
Chappell of the Palice, and the Ministeres, of a guid number, out 
of all pairtis, conveinit in the Kirk of the towne, quho chusit be 
thamselff Mr Patrick Simpsoun, Minister at Stirling, thair Modera- 
tor; and so, by holie and powerfull prayer and conferrence, being a 
little trystit, ex longo intervallo, they tell of the sweitnes and con- 
fort of thair auld meittingis. In end, they resolvit and agrieit all 
togider upoun Four Articles to be givin in unto the Bisschoppis and 
Commissiouneris, for concord and peice. 


| ARTICLES GIVEN IN TO THE BISHOPS AND COMMISSIONERS 
AT THE CONFERENCE AT FALKLAND. | 


“1, That the Cautiounes of the Generall Assemblie haulden in 
the Kingis presence, at Montrose, sould be insert in the bodie 
of the Actis of Parliament maid in favour of the Bisschopis, and 
they censurit accordinglie ; as was cravit by the Commissiouneres 
of the Generall Assemblie at Perth, quhair the saidis actis wes 
maid. : 

“2. That the Disciplin and Governement of the Kirk, practisit 
and estabilischit, sworne, and subscryvit, sould continow and stand 
incontrollabill. ? 

“3, That the Generall Assemblie and Provinciallis® sould be re- 
storit to thair auld integritie, as the most effectuall meines to beir 


doun thair enimies. 
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“4. That the banischit and confyneit Brither, Godis faithfull 
servantis, sould be restorit to thair awin places and liberties they 
had befoir.” 

Thais being hollily, weightily, and gravelie propounit be the said 
Moderator, Mr Patrick Simpsoun, in name of the hail, to the Bis- 
schoppes and Commissiouneres, they seimit to lyk weill of thame, 
as most reassonabill; but said they must be conferred upoun, 
and agriet upoun at the said Assembly, that they may haiff the 
greatter weight to move the Kingis Majestie to consent thairto. 
The quhilk Assemblie, that it may be permittit, aucthorisit, and 
peiceabilly keipit, be the Kingis Majestie his licence and guid will, 
eftir long deilling, thir Articles eftir following wer advysit, reas- 
soneit, and agrieit upon by all, on both the sydis : 


ARTICLES AGRIET UPOUN BE THE BRITHERIN CONVEINIT AT 
FALKLAND, THE 15 OF JUNE 1608, AND BE THE WAY OF 
ADVYCE, RECOMMENDIT TO ALL THE PRESBYTERIES WITHIN 
THE KINGDOME. 


“ That the Questiounes presentlie standing in controversie 
amonges the Ministeres, annent the matter of Government, be un- 
tuiched and unhandlit on aither syd, till the nixt Generall Assem- 
blie; and no occasioun givin in by privat or publict speiches, of 
any further distractioun of mynd; but that all, by guid countein- 
ance, and uthirwayis,’ kythe thamselffis” to uthiris, as Britheri and 
Ministeres of Chryst; setting thamselfes with thair endeavour, spe- 
cially in doctrin, againes the Papistis, thair superstitious religioun, 
and proud pernicious practises. 

“9, That the Generall Assembly be haldin at the tyme appoyntit, 
the last Tuysday of July,’ and that his Majestie be most humbly 
intreatit for that effect. 

‘3, In the said Assemblie, the commoun effairis of the Kirk 
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salbe handlit, and ane accompt taken of the Commissiouneris givin 
in the Assembly preceiding, and sume solid cours advysit upoun 
for disapoynting of the practise of the enimies, in the advanceing 
of the Gospell of Jesus Chryst. 

“4, That nothing that is in controversie, deel makes stryff in the 
Kirk, be treatit in the said Assemblie, bot! the same be conferrit 
upoun in a Privie Conferrence, be sic as the Assemblie sall appoynt 
to prepair a way for thais difficulties ; and the Assemblie to appoynt 
a meitting of the Britherin, at sic tymes, place, and maner, as salbe 
found fitt for that effect. 

“5. That requeist salbe maid to his Majestie for relaxing of the 
Britherin that ar confynit, and specially sic of them as haif bein 
present at the Conferrence, that they may keipe the said Assem- 
blie.” 


Now the thingis that movit the Ministeres to agrie to thais 
Articles wes, metus majoris mal, or feir of greatter inconveniences, 
to hauld aff evil so long as they could; for they were assureitly in- 
formit that the Erle of Dumbar, with the English Doctoris, and a 
great number of new Erles, Lordis, and Knightis, wer come doune, 
prepairit to overthrow the Discipline with one blow. And, indeed, 
about the end of Junij, the Erle of Dumbar come doun with a 
magnific Commissioune of Livetennantrie for all the North pairtis, 
and wes ressavit at New Castle with above fourty schottis of great 
ordinance, and other ceremonies appertemand. Thair come, sum 
dayes befoir him, tuo Englisch Doctoris, to witt, Doctor Abbottis, 
Deane of Winchester, and Doctor Luggie,? Deane of Ripoune, who 
stayit upon the Erle of Dumbar at Berwike; and so went in with 
him to Scotland. Thair went ane uthir Doctor also by watter, ane 
of the Kingis Chaplaines, Doctor Major.? Thair message, in all 
outward appeirance, wes to perswad the Scottis that thair wes no. 
diversitie of Religioun, in substance, betuix the realmes; only sum 
difference in thingis indifferent, concerneing the Kirkis Governe- 
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ment and Ceremonies. So thai sould hauld fast be’ Chryst, 
quhither under the governement of the Presbyteries or Bischoppis. 
They utterit also that it wes his Majestie’s will, that Scotland sould 
stand as his Majestie left it, and England as he fand it ; and, indeed, 
they never uttirit thair oppinioun plainely, but once in St Androis, 
eftir that they had heard Mr Robert Howe, out of Mr Andro Mel- 
vine’s chyre, speik affrontitlie, far by! thair and all menis oppiniounes 
and expectatioune, againes the haill Estabilischit Discipline of the 
Kirk of Scotland, for the auctoritie of Bisschoppis; for the quhilk he 
wes seveirlie censurit by his Presbytrie, and honnestlie and mychtilie 
refutit publictlie be sume of Mr Androis scholleres. It wes alsoe 
lairgelie talkit of, that no small soumes of money com doune to be 
distributit amonges the Ministeres and uthiris. To meitt this with- 
all, some of the Brither in Fyfe did put in forme ane Commissioun, 
with certaine Instructiounes, and sent the same throughout all the 
Presbytries, that all thair Commissiouneres mycht come uniformally 
to stand to the Estabilischit Disciplin againes all assaultis; the 
tennour quhairof followis : 


THE COMMOUNE COMMISSIOUNE. 


“ We, the Moderator and remanent Brither of the Presbytrie of 
A., understanding that thair is a Generall Assemblie to be haldin at 
B. the. . . day of C. nixtocum, in the yeir of God 1608 ; and, eftir 
dew advysement, haifing found that be the long intermissioun and 
want of a Generall Assemblie, alsweill ordinar as pro re nata, the 
dischairgeing of sindrie Provinciallis [of thair meittingis, the absence 
and restraint of sindry Ministeres of certain Presbyteries of the 
principall Provinces”] within the kingdome, the taking the libertie 
from sindrie Presbytries of electioun of Commissiouneres to the 
Generall Assemblies, now pushit and thrawin contrair to the order 
and forme® of the Kirk, the withhaulding of stipendis from sum of 
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the Ministeres, and schoiring! of utheris with the lyk censure, ex- 
cept they yeildit to the intendit alteratiounes and innovatiounes 
of the feirfull distractiounes of the Ministeres, the grouthe of Papis- 
trie, and the pride and insolencie of Papistis, all orderles persounes, 
the great number of appeallatiounes undiscussit ; and by the danger- 
ous sequell of everie ane of thais, and of thame all conjunctly, the 
unitie, peace, and order, and edificatioune of the Kirk within the 
realme is dangerousely woundit, impairit, and hinderit ; and be the 
doubtis, difficulties, questiounes, and dispautatiounes dayely aryse- 
ing of the former occasioun farther to be indangerit, except be the 
mercie of God sume godlie and wyse remedie be provydit tyme- 
ousely : We haif thairfor appoyntit, and be thir presentis appoyntis, 
constitutes, and ordaines A. B. C. our Commissiouneres ; giveing 
unto thame our lawfull power and commissioun to repair to the 
said Generall Assemblie againes the first day thairoff, and thair in 
our names to treat, reassoun, voit, and conclude concerneing the 
repressing of Papistis, Papistrie, and ordourles persounes, the dis- 
cussing of appellatiounes, the setting doun of convenient Orderis, 
Overtouris, and Articles, annent the reformeing’ of the Generall 
Assemblie, Provinciallis, and Presbytries, to the frie use of thair 
former liberties and priviledgis, ratifieit and approvin be law; the 
removeing of the present distractiounes of the Ministrie,? and the 
caussis thairof; and the searching out and putting in forme sic con- 
ditiounes off peace; as, quhairin the great God may haiff his dew 
honnour, the Kingis Majestie may haif his contentment, and quhair- 
by the remanent Ministeres and memberes of our professioune may 
be in a godly consent and concord remitted, with express command 
to pas from the said Generall Assemblie to the Provinciallis and 
Presbytries, and ilk ane of them, to peruse the said Overtouris and 
Articles ; and after dew reassouneing and deliberatioun had ther- 
upoun, to returne the same rypelie advyseit, togidder with thair 
best oppiniounes annent the convenient removall of thir present 
evillis, and settling of solid order for peice and concord in tymes 
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comming to the nixt Generall Assemblie, to the effect that they 
may be concludit with brotherlie harmony and consent: And by 
reassoun of the saidis distractiounes and uthiris evillis above writtin, 
expressely prohibiting the saidis A. B. C., our Commissiouneres, 
and ilk ane of thame, under the pain of depositioun from thair offices 
in the Ministerie, and excommunicatioun, to vote or any wayes to 
give consent to any innovatiounes or alteratiounes of the Governe- 
ment within the Kirke of Scotland, and Articles or clauses thairoff 
quhatsoever, haif bein intendit to haif bein alterit or innovat since 
the Generall Assemblie, haulden at Halirudhous in November 1602,' 
or sall happin to be intendit in this present Assemblie for advan- 
tageing or estabilishing the Episcopall Governement, quhilk is, and 
hes bein evir judgit be this Kirk contrair to the Word of God, or 
to the transferring of the power and the ordour of electing Mode- 
ratoris over Provinciallis or Presbytries, from aither of thame re- 
spective, and conferring thairof to any uthir persoune or persounes 
quhatsumevir ; or to the continowance of any Moderator in his office 
of moderatioun longer nor from ane Provinciall to ane uthir respec- 
tive, as the Kirk, for verie guid causses, hes bein accustomeit ; and, 
generally, to doe no matter that in any wayes may breid, noorishe, 
or incres distractiounes within the Kirk of this realme : Declairing 
that quhatsoever they sall doe in thais causses salbe null and of no 
effect, and thame to be censurit and proceidit againes as is above 
provydit be this our Commissioun. Subscryvit be our Clerk at our 
command,” &e. 


INSTRUCTIOUNES FOR THE COMMISSIOUNERES TO BE DIRECTIT 
TO THE ENSEWING GENERALL ASSEMBLIE. 


“First, That at the productioun of the present Generall Com- 
missioun, and before any matter be actit in the Generall Assem- 
blie to be houlden, &c., the Commissiouneres ernestlie desyre this 
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present Commissioun to be registrat in the Buikis of the Generall 
Assemblie, at leist ane act maid in the begining of the Assemblie, 
expresselie beiring that no matter salbe handlit thairin but accord- 
ing to the tennour of this present Commissioun ; and in cais of re- 
fussall of the ane or the uthir, to protest that they produceit ane 
Commissioun of sic a tennour, and thaireftir desyrit the Protesta- 
tioun, with the Commissioun, to be ingrost and registrat : Quhilk 
being done, let thame adhere to the Protestatioun, and publictlie 
dissassent from quhatsoever salbe done uthirwayes nor! the said 
Commissioun beiris. 

“9. That it would pleis the present Assemblie, for farther expla- 
natioun? of the Articles of the Buik of Discipline, annent the elec- 
tioun of Moderatoris of Assemblie, to declair and by ordinance 
establishe, that all the Provinciallis, Presbytries, and utheris lawfull 
Assemblies of the Kirk within this kingdome, and ilk ane of tham, 
hes in ilk ane of tham selffis, respective, lawfull and sufficient power 
to chuse, censure, input, and remove thair awin Moderator; and 
that the lawfull continowance of ilk Moderator in his office of Mo- 
deratioun, alsweill of Provinciallis as of Presbyteries, in the lawfull 
Assemblie of the Kirk, and salbe from ane Provinciall to ane uther ; 
and that for eschewing of iniquitie, and ambitioun, and tyrannie. 

“3. That no Minister burdeinit, or that in any tyme heireftir 
sall happin to be burdeinit, be the Generall Assemblie with Com- 
missioun, in weightie matteres of the Kirk, mycht be in tyme cum- 
ming dureing his Commissioun over-burdeinit with the Moderatioun, 
or electit Moderator of any Presbytrie, Provinciall or Generall 
Assemblie. 

“4, That the actis of the Generall Assemblie alreadie maid 
againes dilapidatioun, againes non-residence, cairlesnes, and uthir 
corruptiounes in the persounes and callingis of the Ministeres, with 
sic additiounes as salbe found neidfull, be gravely recommendit to ~ 
the Provinciallis and Presbytries ; with express command to thame, 
with all possibill dilligence, to censure thair awin memberes, respec- 
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twe, according to the act of the Generall Assemblie, without excep- 
tioun of persounes or excuse, as ye will answer to God, and that in 
ane larger Assemblie. . 

“5. In cais any innovatioun salbe maid prejudiciall to the pre- 
sent disciplin, or any wayes tending to the furtherance of Episco- 
pall governement in any degree, ye failyie not to declare to the 
said Assemblie that we and our Britherin, favoureris of the Disci- 
plin and Governement, in the face of this present Assemblie, doe 
offer to defend the same Discipline be warrandis of the Word of 
God, and to oppugne quhat can be opposit againes the same, or 
quhat can be said for Episcopall Governement ; as our said offer 
at length bears: Humbly requeisting the said Assemblie to consid- 
der of the said Offer, and to insist, mantein, and stand for the guid 
caus. 

“ Finalie, ye sall tak heid that no Nobillmen, Barrounes, nor 
Burgessis, be admittit to vote in the Generall Assemblie, namely in 
matteres of weight, concerneing the Governement of the Kirk, 
but sic as haiff Commissioun from the Presbytries, and thairof so 
mony only as the order and custome of our Kirk allowis.” 


The samyne yeir also, Doctor Montague, Deane of the Kingis 
Chappell, wes promoveit to be Bisschop of Bath and Wailles, at 
quhais inaguratioun, Doctor Downame, Dean in the Chappell of 
Lambeth, maid the sermone for the mantinence of the dignitie and 
authoritie of the office of Bisschoppis above Ministeres; the quhilk 
being ane abridgment of Doctor Bilsounes Perpetuall Governement, 
wes thought of sic valour for the caus, that it was pennit, and printit 
coppies thairof sent to Scotland befoir the appoyntit Assemblie : 
But it wes well answered, first and presentlie, for that boith thair 
Bisschoppis and Doctouris wes over frank, accomptit strong for the 
Disciplin; and all the world saw it wes the world that blindit and 
miscariit thame. I say, it wes well answered, first and presently, 
scharplie, wyselie, and shortlie, becaus of the instant tyme; and 
thaireftir, at great lenth, fullie for the posteritie. So that sufficient 
remedies and counter poysounes wes provydit for all, save for the 
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mammone of monie;! againes the quhilk only prayer to Chryst, to 
keip his awin from Balaames wages of unrychteousnes, wes found 
profitabill ; quhilk, indeid, wes pourit out by all the myndfull of the 
caus. And so the Generall Assemblie, proclaimeit to be haulden 
at Halirudhous,? wes keipit at Lithgow the last Tuysday of July 
1608. The proceidingis quhairof is in matter and maner, as it wes 
in schew and toakin for the rest, as followis : 

Maister Patrick Galloway, Moderator of the last Generall As- 
semblie hauldin at Halirudhous, maid the exhortatioun, poynting 
only at such thingis as wes controvertit among the Brither, and yit 
to the joy and contentment of the best. The sermone endit, the 
Assemblie convenit very frequently,’ so that scairselie the halff of 
the Moderatoris voyce wes heard. The number of Nobillmen and 
Gentillmen quho voitit in the Assemblie, be his Majestie’s direc- 
tioun, wes above fourtie; quhilk put the Brither in a great feir that 
sume mischevious conclusioun wes to pas by pluralitie of voitis. 
Diverse of the Brither schew the Moderator that that wes againes 
the act of the Generall Assemblie, quhilk grantit only thrie Com- 
missiouneres to the King; but their speich prevailit not, for it wes 
answerit, that if they sould cast off the Nobillmen, thair conclusioun 
wauld want executioun: “ For we,” said the Moderator, “ must 
pray and preich, but they must feight!” And so it went to the 
chuseing of a new Moderator ; and the persounes on the leitis wer, 
Masteris Patrik Simpsoun, Johne Hall, Patrik Scharpe, Johne 
Nicolsoun, and James Law, callit Bisschop of Orknay. The greitt- 
est number of Ministeris voitit to Mr Patrik Simpsoun, a number 
to Mr Johne Hall and Mr Patrik Scharpe, feirimg Mr Patrik Simp- 
sounes health, (quho, indeid, hes bein deidlie disseasit, and miracu- 
louslie restorit to health by God,) quhill as Mr James Nicolsoun, 
the much reposit upon Moderator of the last Assemblie, wes takin 
away in the middes of his dayes marvelouslie, so that none of the 
best Ministeres gave voit to the Bisschop; and yit, be the numberis 
of Erlis, Lordis, Knychtis, and Gentilmen, sent thair of purpose be 
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the King, the Bisschop Law wes imposit Moderator rather then 
chosin; and howbeit all the Nobillmen and Gentillmen, Bisschoppis, 
Commissiouneris, and thair adherentis, voitit to the Bisschop Law, 
yit a number of the best of the Ministerie pingled! them ; so that, 
iff they had not bein devydit becaus of Mr Patrick Simpsoune’s 
disseas and waiknes, it wes thought they sould haiff prevaillit. The 
quhilk thing being markit, no less feirit the Bisschopis to propoun 
any thing directlie for that purpose, nor they incourragit; the guid 
Ministerie persaving such a guid number sett in a way of uprycht- 
nes as wes sufficient aneught to resist any conclusioun prejudiciall 
to the guid caus of the Kirk. 

Bischop Orknay being sett doun Moderator, First, the Erle of 
Dumbar, his Majestie’s Great Commissiouner, deliveris to him a 
Lettre from the Kingis Majestie, conteining tuo poyntis; ane, his 
zealle and cair to resist and repress Papistrie ; the uthir, his love to 
the Kirk of Scotland and the guid estait thairof; wisching everie 
thing that mycht hurt the same mycht be removit, as namely the 
present distractioun and alienatioune of heartis that wer among the 
Brither about circumstances and matteris indifferent, quhilk ethir 
mycht be or not. His Heines’ Lettre wes verie kyndlie and reve- 
rently ressavit, and thankis given to God for that guid affectioun ; 
persounes to be upon the Privie Conferrence ar chosine: Many of 
all the Nobillmen thair, and the greattest pairt of the Ministerie, 
wer of sic as wes on the Blakburd? syd. 

First, They resolve to take ordour with Papistis; and then, eftir 
the wysest maner, to remove the causses of distractioun. Papistis 
wer divydit in thrie sortis, Professit, Suspectit, and Not-communi- 
cantis, or in proces. The Professit headis wer thrie, in speciall, 
the Marques of Huntly, the Erles of Angus and Arrell.? Tuiching 
the Marques, they demandit the Bischop of Abirdein, “Iff he had 
excommunicat him according to the directioun givin at Falkland ?” 
Quho answerit, “No.” They speirit,* “If the proces deducit againes 
him wes closed ?” He answerit, “‘ It wes, and nothing resting but 


! Reduced them to straits. 2 Ady. MSS. “ Babell’s.” 3 Errol. 4 Asked. 
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the pronunceing of the sentence.” They answerit, “ Quhither the 
sentence mycht presentlie be pronuncit in the face of the Assem- 
blie, or remittit to the Presbytrie of Aberdein ?” All with ane voyce 
condiscendit that it sould be presentlie pronuncit, but! any forder 
delay. Quhilk the Moderator, eftir a solemne maner, did. And it 
being endit, his Majestie’s Commissiouner condiscendit, fourtie 
dayes being expyrit eftir the pronunceing of the said sentence, the 
Civill Sword sould pas againes him, but? mercie or favour to him 
and his, yea, thought sume of his freindis sould haif cum and buy 
his escheit, it sould be refuissit. It wes further ordainit, that everie 
Minister, in his pulpit, immediatlie eftir his returneing hame, sould 
mak publicatioun thairoff to his flocke, that quhosoever sould res- 
save or intertein him sould incurr the same sentence. And as for 
Angus and Arrell, the Presbytries of Perth and Glasgow, respective, 
are ordainit, how soone they sould sitt doun, to urge thame to the 
conformitie of heiring of the Word, useing of the Sacramentis, and 
Christiane obedience ; and failyeing thairoff, the sentence of ex- 
communicatioun [to be pronuncit againes thame befoir the 15 of 
August nixtocum, his Majestie’s Commissiouner promiseing the 
execution of the civil lawis*] to pass againes thame, in lyk maner, 
without favour. The Lord Maxwell, for the filthie murthering of 
the Laird of Johnstoune, wes ordainit to be excommunicat in Edin- 
bruche. 

Concerneing the rest of the Papistis, this Overtoure wes givin, 
that every Provinciall* sould convein by thame selff in the place 
quhair the Bisschop or Moderator of the Province sould appoynt, 
and sould give up the names of the Papistis professit, suspectit, and 
not-communicantis, and that without feid? or favour, or conceiling 
from the Counsel of any of thair names. The quhilk to doe the 
aith® wes solemnelie takin in the presens of God and haill Assem- 
blie. Forder, that the Provinces conveinit sould try the causses of ~ 
the incresse of Papistis, and devyse remedies for taking away off 
the same, [and the rollis of the Papistis’ names, causseres of incres 


1 Without. 2 Adv. MSS. “ without.” 3 Not in Ady. MSS. 4 Every 
Synod, or Provincial Assembly. 5 Feud. 8 Oath. 
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of Papistrie, and remedies for the same,'] to be reportit in wryt to 
the haill Assemblie. A great number of the Papistis, in all places 
of the realme, of all sortis, were givin upe. 

The causses, in lyk maner, of Papistrie, quhilk wer thought to 
be these: First, Impunitie of the cheiff and principall; neither 
Spirituall nor Civill Sword stryking on thame ; and that becaus of 
the want of a Generall Assemblie thais many yeiris bypast, and 
the oversycht? of sic to quhom the governement of the kingdome 
wes committit by his Hienes, suspectit of Papistrie tham selffis 
thais many yeiris bypast, and thairfor oversieris and favoureris of 
utheris : The remeid of this wes a Petitioun to be presentit to his 
Majestie concerneing the remedie, and craveing the libertie of a 
Generall Assemblie and Provincialis, according and conforme to 
the actis of Parliament; and that sic Office-beireris suspectit of 
Papistrie be removeit, and sound? Protestantis put in thair rowmes. 
2dly, The second caus of Papistrie and incres thairof wes found to 
be the over rasche and haistie admissioun of Ministeres, without 
exact tryell of thair qualificatioun and abilitie for dischargeing of 
such a hight calling: The remeid of this wes, that a lairge tyme 
sould be spent in tryell befoir impositioun of handis, according to 
the reule of the Appostle. 38dly, The third caus of the incres of 
Papistrie wes the present distractiounes among the Ministerie 
tham selffis; quhilk the enimie labouris to foster, so far as lay in 
his power; and the restraint of so many faithfull Brither, banishit, 
imprissounit, and confynit within the realme and without, quho, 
quhen they were present in thair awin places, wer feirfull and ter- 
ribill to their enimies: The remeid of the third caus wes, that ane 
Overtoure sould be thought upoun for removing of this present‘ 
distractioun, and a Petitioun maid to the Kingis Majestie for re- 
live of sic Brither as wes put from thair places and callingis. 

Thir thrie poyntis, Names of the Papistis, the Causis of Papistrie, 
and the Remeidis thairof, wes presentit bythe Provinces to the 
Privie Conferrence : In the quhilk this Overture wes thoucht guid 


1 Omitted in Ady. MSS. 2 Neglect, culpably overlooking or winking at, 
3 Ady. MSS. “deposed, and some.” 4 7b, “healing of the said.” 
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to be proponit to the haill Assemblie, that a little buik sould be 
maid, and thairunto the names of the haill Papistis sould be sett 
doun, Professit, Suspectit, and Non-communicantis, and be certaine 
Commissiouneres chosine be the said Assemblie, the said buik to 
be presentit to the Kingis Majestie for order taking with the saids 
Papistis and excommunicatis, eftir the danger wes apprehendit. So 
the Commissiouneres wer chosin, the Earle of Wigtoun, the Bis- 
schop of Glasgow, the Laird of Kilsyth, the Lord Little-Justice ; 
for the Burgesses, James Nizebitt, Baillie of Edinbruche ; and, for 
the Ministerie, Maister Williame Couper, Minister at Perthe. And 
to the end the Brither mycht be assurit of the sinceritie and truth 
proceiding againes Papistis, and that it sould vanish in the air, as 
did the last meittingis at Lithgow, and especiallie of the last meit- 
ting. Tuo Ministeres out of ilk Province wer appoyntit to meit at 
Edinbruche the 13 day of November nixtocum, to heir his Majes- 
tie’s answer tuiching thais Papistis, and to seik the executioun thair- 
off without partialitie. The Presbytrie, in the meantyme, com- 
mandit to intend proces againes all Papistis quhois names are con- 
teinit in that buik, that, being convictit, the sentence of excommu- 
nicatioun mycht be pronunceit againes thame without delay. 
Thais thingis, without long advysement or consultatioun, past 
againes Papistis. 

The second thing intreatit upon wes the Tryell of Visitatiounes, 
committit by the Assembly at Halirudhous to certaine Brither; of 
the quhilk number sume wer present, and sume wer absent. Such 
as wer present gave in thair diligence in wrytt, and thais wryttis 
committit to certaine Brither to peruse: They fand many kirkis 
wanting persones, to witt, fitt Pastoris, togider with great disorderis, 
especially in Caitnes and Sudderland, in the Merse, and the rest 
of the Daillis* annexit to that Synod; for remeiding quhairoff, the 
Bisschop of Glasgow and Mr Johne Knox wer appoyntit Visitoris 
for the Merse and the Daillis; the Bisschop of Caitnes and Mr 
George Hay for Caitnes and Sutherland. And then the Commis- 


’ This refers to the districts of Teviotdale, Tweeddale, &c. 
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siouneres of the last Generall Assemblie offerit thame selffis to be 
tryit, iff thai had done thair office faithfully and dilligently or not; 
quho went all out, and Mr Williame Couper supplieit the rowme! 
of the Moderator, for that the Moderator wes ane of thais Commis- 
siouneris. The Brither, by him, being required, Quhither they 
had any thing to lay to thair charge that wes Commissiouneres ? 
No man answerit any thing ; so that silence wes tain? for approba- 
tioun, sieing thair wes nothing laid to thair chairge: Quhairupoun 
wes made ane act of allowance of thame, as honnest men and faith- 
full Commissiouneres, and thairfor worthie to be continowit in thair 
office, namelie, becaus it wes his Majestie’s will that thais Commis- 
siouneres sould be continowit in thair offices, uthirwayes he would 
heir none of the Kirk matteris by ony thair; and that the rowmes 
of thais quho had depairtit this lyff sould be fillit to his lyking. 
The Moderator schew that the continowance of the former, and the 
supplieing of the places vacant as his Majestie desyrit, wes best, for 
diverse causses: First, Becaus of thair moyen ® and riches, quhair- 
by they mycht travel from place to place, as the matteris off the 
Kirk sould requyre : 2dly, Becaus of the credit off the King, quho 
would heir non uthir: 3dly, Becaus of thair experience and skille 
in handling of matteres, haveing had great and long practise. 4thly, 
and last, Becaus thair wes none of that Assemblie fitter and meitter 
nor they wer. To this the Brither condescendit, with protesta- 
tioun that the continowance of thame, for this yeir following, sould 
not prejudge the libertie of the Kirk in thair frie electioun ; quhilk 
Protestatioun wes admittit, and actit in the Buik of the Assemblie. 

The last principall thing handlit in this Assemblie wes, how the 
distractioun among the Brither mycht be removeit, to the end that 
in unitie of ane spirit, all mycht joyne tham selff togider againes 
the comoun enimie. The devyseing of this wes commendit to four 
of the best. and wysest Brither, togider with his Majestie’s Com- 
missiouner. The Overture devysit by thame wes this, that sieing 
thair wes a double distractioun amongis thame, to witt, boith in af- 


| Adv. MSS. « place.” 2 Taken. 3 Influence. 
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fectioun and judgment, baith of thame sould be takin away, efter 
this manner: The distractioun in affectioun, sieing it wes carnall 
and uncumelie in the persounes of all Christianis, much moir in 
Preicheris, sould be takin away be reconciliatioun, testifieit be the 
said whole Brither efter a solemne manner, promiseing befoir God 
and the Assemblie to lay asyd all rancour and malice, iff any wer 
in thair heartis befoir; and in tyme cumming to love ane another 
as the servantis of ane Lord and Maister. This promise wes con- 
firmit by ane aith [by lifteing up the hand befoir God, in presens of 
the Assemblie. Farther, it wes ordainit that this reconciliatioun 
past by ane aith'] amonges the Brither, sould be reiterat in the 
Presbytries, efter thair hame-cummeing, and thane solemnelie in- 
timat in thair severall pulpitis, to the joye of Godis childrein, and 
terrour of thair enimies. 

The distractioune of judgement to be tane away bea conferrence 
of sic persounes as the Ministerie, on boith the sydis, sic as are 
thought to be best lairnit, disposit to peice, and sein” in the mat- 
teres controvertit: For the Ministers, Maisteris Patrick Simsoun, 
Johne Hall, Williame Scott, Johne Carmichael, Johne Knox, with 
fyve more, * etc.; upoun the uther syd, fyve Bisschopis, St Androis, 
Glasgow, Orknay, Duncaldein,* etc., with fyve Ministeris ; twentie 
in all, to meitt befoir his Majestie or his Commissiouneris, reassoun 
and consult upon matteres, preisseing thairby to find out a guid 
Overtour and middis® quhairunto boith mycht agrie, and this 
Overtour to be reportit to the nixt Generall Assemblie, thair to pass. 

In conclusioun, the Moderator preissit to ordain the Bisschoppis 
to be Visitoris in thair awin diosie; but it wes resistit. For the 
quhilk caus, all sort of visitatioun, boith in the persoun of the Bis- 
schoppis and uthiris, wes dischairgit. The billis and supplicatiounes 
wer remittit to the Commissiouneres of the said Assemblie, save 


1 Omitted in Adv. MSS. 2 Skilled, experienced, conversant with. 
3“ Patrick Galloway, Archibald Oswald, Adam Bannatyne, John Weems, and William 
Couper.” —(Cald. Hist. fol. 598.) 4 « Caithness; Mrs Patrick Sharpe, 
Robert Howie, John Mitchelson, Henrie Phillip, and George Hay.” ° Medium, 
middle course. 
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only a supplicatioun, quhilk the Elderis of the parochine! of Kilryn- 
nie gave in for the releiff and hame-bringing to thame of thair Mi- 
nister, Mr James Melvin ; quhilk wes ressavit and publictlie read in 
the face of the Assemblie: Quhairunto the Erle of Dumbar answerit, 
that the Commissiouneres directit with the Rollis of Papistis sould 
interpone a requeist, in the name of the Assemblie, for the releiff 
of the said Mr James, quhom he wald assist, for a report of his Ma- 
jestie’s gracious answer thairannent; be occasioun quhairoff, Mr 
Andro Melvin, Mr Robert Bruce, Mr Williame Rowe, and Mr 
Johne Murray, the banischit honest Brither, and all the confynit 
at home, wer mentiounit: And the Brither, all with ane crye,? sol- 
licitate the Moderator to requeist his Majestie’s Commissiouner, 
with the rest that wer sent upe, to be instant with the Kingis Ma- 
jestie, in name of the Assemblie, for thair releiffe and libertie. 
They grantit to do for, except for the Brither banischit, quhois re- 
leiff the King would not grant, except thai would confess thair fault, 
and crave his Majestie’s pardoun. The Britherin of the Ministerie, 
quhois stipendis wes not sufficient to sustein thame selffis and thair 
families, ar ordainit to be in Edinbruche the 15 of August, that they 
may haif exceptioune from the present taxatioun, and exemptit 
thairfra, and in all tyme to cume: In end, the nixt Generall Assem- 
blie wes appoyntit to be hauldin at Edmbruche, the last Tuysday 
of May 1609. 


This Assemblie had a fair schaw, but the pollicie thairoff wes de- 
tectit, and thus wes it censurit by the judicatoris,’ for thairin they 
fand thrie or four dangerous eyelistis* that they could not digest : 
[1st,] The censure of the Commissiouneres of the Generall Assem- 
blie at Halirudhous, and thair approbatioun by silence; quhilk, iff 
the conditiounes at Falkland had bein keipit, sould not haiff bein 
tuichit, in respect that the controversies of our Kirk did cheifely 
strick upon their proceedingis: 2dly, The casting off of all Visita- 
tioun of the Kirkes, becaus they could not be had in the persoune 


1 Adv. MSS. Congregation.” 2 Ib. ‘© consent.” 3 Ib. “ judicious.” 
4 Byesores; Adv. MSS. “ acts.” 
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of Bisschoppis, as thought Bischoppries wer so necessar in our 
Kirk, that without them we sould haif no Visitatioun, nor doe no 
guid, 3dly, Under pretence of thair reconciliatioun, and abstinence 
from all controvertit poyntis, till they be determinit thairupoun, 
the Bisschopis thinkis they haif closit all the mouthis of the adver- 
sar Ministeris from speiking in the defence of the Estabilischit Dis- 
ciplin, alsewel as in oppouneing! thairto, and sua hes brought boith 
in suspense and questione, as thought boith lay over amongst us 
to be decydit? quhat Disciplin wes most lawfull; and in this advan- 
tage they haiff allreadie kythit, by occasioun of sume doctrine dely- 
verit in excerceis of our Disciplin, quhilk wes censurit as done 
againes the trewis,* as they call it, thinking that thair sould not a 
word be spokin in disciplin matteres, to or fra*—a, devilish pollicie! 
This is the poysoune craftilie convoyit in that Assembly. 4thly, 
That all the greitter deilling againes the Papistis is, becaus of the 
buik of Tortus, quhairin the King is challengit of favoris and pro- 
misses maid to the Pope and the Papistis, and will resolve in a par- 
ticular casting off of sume courteouris polliticallie, Papishe affectit, 
quhairby to cloke and dissemble in matteres the better for a quhyle ; 
yit thair wes one thing much to be rejoycit into, to witt, the sound- 
nes of the Ministeres for the most pairt; quhilk, as we undirstand, 
hes frayit® thame, that they will be laith to hazard summam rei 
upon thair voitis again in a full® Assemblie, unles thai finde the mat- 
teres surelier and bettir dressit. 


The third, and deductioun of the generall storie hes stayit the 
particular, concerneing Mr Johne Murray, untill now; quhilk fell 
furth in the same yeir, and wes thus. This gentillman, of guid ac- 
compt as for his birth, and marriage of a most godly and nobill vir- 
gin in the world; so, for his singular giftis, and faithfulnes in his 
ministerie, wes ordainit Pastor in the Kirk off Leith, quhair the 
new-maid Bisschopis had thair meittingis, consultationes, danceing,’ 


1 Adv. MSS. “ oppugning.”  ? Jb. “ debated.” 8 Ib, « Truce.” fopotand 
fro; on the one side or on the other. 5 Affrighted. 5 Adv. MSS. “free.” 
7 Ib. “ drinking.” 
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and playing at cairtis,! dyce, and worse excerceisses; quhairwith 
Mr Johne mett sickerly, within the sermones ; also if any of tham 
had, in thair doctrin, (for they taught ofttymes in Mr David Lind- 
sayis place,) glanceit at Episcopall auctoritie and governement, it 
wes without delaye maid oppin and manifest? by the said Mr Johne. 
This angerit the Bisschoppis at the heart; and thairfoir thai resol- 
vit to dilait him [to mak informatioun of him to the Kingis Majes- 
tie; quhilk wes done sindrie tymes by him, quho] postit continow- 
allie for the rest, to witt Glasgow, the sonne-in-law to Rosse, quho 
then wer nameit Cajaphas and Annas! And, notwithstanding, by 
the favour and wyse deilling of his freindis, quhairoff he had mony, 
both at Court and at home, he continowit on, most profitabillie and 
most confortabillie, Pastour, with great paines among his flocke, 
the space of thrie or four yeiris; for they could find nothing againes 
him, save only foranent the law of his God, and faithfull dueties 
done to Chryst and his Kirk. Among the rest, being Moderator 
in the Synod of Lothiane, keipit in Edinbruche in winter, he maid 
ane excellent sermone at the doun-laying of the Moderatioun ; the 
coppie quhereof, (I wott not how,) cumming in sume guid Brotheris 
handis, wes put to the press beyond the seas, and so come in the 
handis of money, altogider without the knawledge of Mr Johne 
himself; and wes alse sufficient as Danielis prayeres to bring him 
to the den of lyounes! He wes ecallit befoir the Counsel, quhilk 
would faine, at his desyre, haiff remittit him to his Presbytrie, or 
Provinciall Synod, befoir the quhilk the sermone wes maid ;* but 
the Bisschopis insistit malitiouslie, and said, “That wes as much as 
to declyne his Majestie’s Judicatorie, and so fall under the cryme 
of treassoun.” So, the Bisschop of Saint Androis accuseing, and 
the Bisschop of Glasgow also, he must neidis answer: They gaif 
in to the Counsell the four Articles following, as a challange of 
him, in wrytt; quhilk wer cuttit out of the Buik with the Kingis 


awin hand: 


1 Ady. MSS. “ cards.” 2 Tb. “ confuted.” 3Mr David Lindsay was at 
that time Bishop of Ross. * Ady. MSS. “taught.” 
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[ ARTICLES AGAINST MR JOHN MURRAY, MINISTER OF LEITH. | 


“1. The auctour of the Sermone, page 28, speiking of abuseing 
of Christiane libertie, bringeth for an example, a law or injunc- 
tioune for the use of the Surpleis! in Devyne Service; of the ring 
in mariage, quhich is ane expres taxing of the Canons of the Kirk 
of England maid annent thais Ceremonies, and the Kingis Ratifica- 
tioun thairoff. 

“2. He sayis? that the creiping in of the Antichristiane yoke 
had for the first steppe, quhilk is little different from our new Mode- 
ratoris ; and so condemnit the act of Lithgowe, ratifieit be his 
Majestie. 

“3.3 The Kingis Counsel and Nobillitie, and all [subjects, | haiff- 
ing sworne by the name of God to defend the Disciplin of the Kirk 
all the dayis of thair lyff, under the paines conteinit in the law, and 
danger boith of bodie and saulle, in the day of Godis feirfull judge- 
ment. And, page 52, he sayis that paritie in power and auctoritie 
is the ordinance of God. This is a laying of perjurie to his Majes- 
tie and Counsell, sieing his Majestie condemnes paritie, and preisses 
the abolitioune thairof out-of the Kirk. 

“4, Page 48, he sayes, we in Scotland are baitting doun Chryst, 
putting him in bandis, and covering his face, and [are] off purpose 
to burie him, with the Jewis. This strykis upoun the Kingis auc- 
toritie, that he sould suffer Chryst to be so intreattit in his king- 
dome.” 


MR JOHNNES ANSWER FOLLOWIS. 
“For answer, in all humilitie and reverence to your Lordshippis : 
The Articles quhairon I am challengit ar not the wordis of my ser- 
mone, but consequentis drawin out of thame, cumeing directlie 


againes the scope of the sermone it selff, aymand‘ only, as it is evi- 


‘ Surplice. 2 Page 33, 3 Page 44, 4 Aiming. 
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dent, at our selffis of the Ministerie at that present conveinit ; as also, 
againes the expres wordis thairoff; the quhilk, at page 49, ar full 
of reverence and duetiefulnes towardis his Majestie. 

“ Heirfore, I most humblie beseik your Lordschippis, siemg my 
challenge is not the expres affirmatioun of my wordis, bot the illa- 
tioun ;' that as thair is no expres matter or caus of accusatioun, but 
rather contrair, so thair may be no expres accusatioun; and that 
my wordis be not over sair wrung, nor my meineing wrestit, but 
favourabillie constructit. Finallie, that your Lordschippis, accord- 
ing to your wontit loveabill custome, wald leive the judgment and 
censure of the sermoune and poyntis thairof to my Ordinar, that is, 
either the Presbyterie or Provinciall, in quhois audience it wes de- 
liverit.” 

This petitioun all the Counsell, except the Bisschoppis, thought 
reassounabill ; and thairfor resolvit to wrytt to the Kingis Majestie 
thairannent. But the nixt newis wes that Mr Johne Murray wes 
takin the 13 of Appryll be the Livetennent of the Guard, and with- 
out any further proces committit to the Castell of Edinbruche, 
quhair he remanit till ane wes put in his rowme at Leith by the 
Bisschoppis, and he transportit to New Abbay among the Papist 
Cheiffes.? 


This same yeir, 1608, wes imprintit ane uthir buik over-sie, and 
cum abroad, intitulat “Informatiounes and a Proclamatioun,’ and 
a Treatise from Scotland, secundat with Doctor Remolis’ Lettre to 
Sir Francis Knollis, and Sir Francis Knollis his Speich in Parlia- 
ment, all suggesting the usurpatioun of Papall Bisschopis. ‘ Everie 
plant that my hevinlie Father hes not plantit sall my Father pluck 
out.’”4 The Protestatioun wes that given in to the Parliament at 
Perthe. The treatise fullie confirmit the Estabilischit Disciplin in 
Scotland, and cleirly discoverit and refutit the Episcopall usurpa- 


tioune. 
The year preceiding, 1607, the King, considering the twa Breivis 


1 Ady. MSS. “ consequents.” 2 Univ. MS. ‘theves.” 3 Ady. MSS. 


‘or protestationes.” 4 Math. xv. 133 1 Cor. ii. 12. 
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of Pope Paulus V., and the Lettre of Cardinall Bellarmine to the 
Archpreist, G. Blackwell, had hinderit the Papistis much from his 
obedience, thought meitt to publishe a buik againes thame ; quhilk 
he did, beiring this title, “ Triplici Nodo Triplex Cuneus, or Ane 
Appollogie for the Aith of Alledgeance againes the Tua Breivis of 
Pope Paulus Quintus, and the lait Lettre of Cardinall Bellarmine 
to G. Blackwell, the Archpreist, Auctoritate Regia.’ Againes this 
buik, within the halff a yeir, wes publischit by the Papistis, ane 
answer in Latine, off this inscriptioune :—“ Mathei Torti, Presbiteri 
et Theologi Parisiensis, Responsi ad librum inscriptum, Triplici 
Nodo, &c.; quo ostenditur Juramentum illud ab hostibus Fidei, 
Catholice excogitatum iniquissime a subditis Catholicis, sub gravis- 
sima bonorum omnium amissione, perpetuorumque carcerum poena 
postulari atque exigi. Editio altera, Collonia.” 

The argument of the haill buik is in the sext page: “ Primum 
ostendimus juramentum Catholicis propositum, non solum civilem 
obedientiam, sed etiam Catholice Fidei abnegationem requirere. 
Hee enim est principalis questio, que inter nos hoc tempore dispu- 
tatur; deinde singulas partes appologie discutiamus.” 

In this book, Cardinallis Chappellane (for so the printer, in his 
Epistle, termes him Cardinalli Bellarmino a Sacellis') is verie direct 
and dispyttfull againes the King, calling the auctor of the Appollo- 
gie, “ Calumniatorem mendacem impudentem.” He gives efter a 
lyk flatt lye. In page 92, he saith, “ Necesse est auctorem Appol- 
logiza omnem omnino pudorem et conscientiam exuisse :” Page 97, 
“Jacobo Juliano in multis adequatur,” lairgely and dispyttfully : 
“ Jacobus,” saith he, “cum Catholicis non sit, neque Christianus 
est:” Page 98, “Jacobus primum Catholicis deinde etiam Puri- 
tanos opposuit :” Page 130, “ Que tum ita sint desinat adversarius 
in Scripturis Sanctis earumque testimoniis ad eum primatim stabi- 
lendum abuti, quem non solum Catholica Ecclesia est detestata 
semper. Sed etiam Calvinus ipse-cum schol Genevensi appro- 
bavit, nunquam abhoruit, et quam in ipsa Anglia ut a Regia cupi- 
ditate exortum, ipse etiam Puritani molestissime semper tulerint.” 

' Ady. MSS. “ Postellis.” 


1608. MR JAMES MELVILL’S DIARY. 767 


Thais thingis trouble the King at the heart; but namely, the tuo 
passages following not only gallit the King, but movit much the 
Counsell and haill estaite. “Clemens the Hight, (sayis he,) duo Brevia 
anno 1600 tribus annis ante obitum Regine ad Catholicos misit 
unum ad Clerum, alterum ad populum; quibus Brevibus non ut 
iste mentitur Jacobum tunc Scotiz Regem exclusit, sed consilium 
dedit quale dare docebat Summum Pontificem, viz. ut Catholici 
opera darent quantum a ipsis est ut Rex ad Religionem Catholicam 
bene affectus eligeretur, &c. Quibus verbis non solum Jacobus 
Scotia Rex non excludebatur, sed includebatur potius, quoniam 
Ministri ejus maximam spem fecerunt eum non abhorrere, a Fide 
Catholica suscipienda, presertim cum Rex ipse ad Pontificem ipsum, 
necnon ad Cardinales Hildebrandum et Bellarminum literas scripsit, 
plenas humanitatis; quibus, preter cetera, petebat ut aliquis e gente 
Scotorum Cardinali S. R. E. crearetur, ut haberent Rome, per 
quam facilius et tutius cum Pontifice sua negotia tractare, ut quare 
Pontifex, non perfidum, accusari, sed ipse sua spe frustratus vite 
mente potuit et alibi, ut vir Catholicus regno illo prope diem vaca- 
turo properetur : Quo consilio nullum aliud a Pontifice Maximo 
(cui Catholice Ecclesie cura potissimum incumbit) magis Christi- 
anum magis pium et utile dari potuit quod sit hac generali admoni- 
tione Jacobus excluderetur, ipse erat in causa qui spem non obscure 
datam Pontificem fallere volebat certe ejus administri reprehendi 
debeant; qui magis adhuc aperte Jacobum tune Scotie Regem, 
adepto Anglicano regno, Catholicum futurum promittebat.’’ 

Upon this, it wes thought necessar, for cleiring the King of sua 
odious sclanderis, the Generall Assemblie sould hauld in Scotland, 
and the proceidingis thairin to be againes Papistis ; and a Supplica- 
tioun thairfoir to be maid for pacifieing off all controversies within 
the Kirk, and restoring againe of sic of the Ministeres as wer banis- 
chit, imprissounit, and confynit. 


In the moneth of September 1608, Sir James Elphingstoun, 
Lord Balmerinoch, Principall Secretar of Scotland, and President 
of the Colledge of Justice, the Kingis speciall agent againes the 


> 
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Ministeris, did tak his journay to the Court, for his further imploy- 
ment; but cumming to the Court and the King, at Roystoun, wes 
accusit for deilling with the Pope, and wrytting to him and the 
Cardinallis in maner conteinit in the foirnamit buik, and the pass- 
ages thairoff; fynaly, for being the caus of so hynous a sclander, 
and all divilish attemptis of Papistis since syne againes the King 
and Hstaitis, and the Papistis being sua desperatlie inrageit for 
finding thame selff disapoyntit of the great expectatioun they had 
that the King sould becum a Catholick. But, leiveing the rest of 
this to his awin confessioun, depositioun, and proces, quhilk is ex- — 
tant,! I remember only the effect—that the said Sir James, eftir he 
wes degradit and deposit from all honouris he had in Ingland, 
[namely, from the number and tabill of the most honourabill Privy 
Counsell of Ingland,”] quhairof he wes one, he wes sent backe 
prissouner to Scotland, thair to be adjudged and punischit accord- 
ing to his demeritis. 


M.DC.IX. 


And, in the moneth of March following, a day of law, or Justice 
Court, wes most solemnelie and frequentlie keipit at Saint Androis, to 
the quhilk he wes brought from Falkland ; and thair, upon his awin 
confessioun, being convict and fyllit® of hie treassoun for surreptioun, 
and thivish steilling of the Kingis hand in a Lettre to the Pope. 
Upon his humble petitioun to the Judge and Counsell, his sentence 
and dome wes delayit till the Kingis will sould be knawin thairan- 
nent. So, on the last day of March he wes brought over the watter 
from Falkland to Edinbruche, and thair in the Tolbuith ressavit sen- 
tence to be execute to the death, and damnit as a tratour and male- 
factor ; and immediatlie thaireftir he was caryit back again to Leith, 
and taken over the Ferry that same night, and put in his prissoune 
at Falkland, to expect the Kingis further will; and thus, in Godis - 
rychteous judgment, wes he schamefully usit, and put to shame and 


' See Pitcairn’s Criminal Trials, 11. 568-601, for a full account of this very re- 
markable and mysterious investigation. ® Omitted in Adv. MSS. # Found guilty. 
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ignominie by thame quho imployit his pen to sua mony schamefull 
and spytfull proclamatiounes againes the Ministeres of Jesus Chryst, 
and his paines for imprissouneing and banisching the samyne. 

All this quhyll, quhen men luikit for hott persewing of Papistis, 
and releiff of the banischit, imprissounit, and confynit Brither, 
Ministeres had warse ; Papistis wer playit withall, and the purpose 
of advanceing Bischopis bussilie promoveit for ane frequent Con- 
ventioun of Ministeres and Nobillmen at Edinbruche in the moneth 
of November. The four Commissiouneris directit from the Gene- 
rall Assemblie reportit his Majestie’s answer to the Petitiounes of 
the said Assemblie againes the Papistis, absolutely quhatsoever wes 
cravit ; yea, that he had sent in the Erle of Dumbar, armit with 
all auctoritie to put in executioun quhatever wes cravit concerneing 
the Ministeris under his displeasure, conditiounallie, if thai would 
confesse thair faultis and mak humble Supplicatioun. So gentill 
and clement wes the Kingis nature, that he wald be more readie to 
give thame libertie nor! they would be to sute the same. 

In end, the Bisschop of Glasgow, invying’ againes the Papistis and 
thais that said that the offer of the Conferrence wes but for the 
fashioun, and thairfoir, in the mein tyme, thair wes a deilling againes 
Papistis to hald off: “ Yit,” sayis he, “it sall not be driftit ; for the 
Earle of Dumbar and the Kingis Commissiouneris for the Kirk will 
instantly appoynt ane day to be keipit in Februar nixt, and adver- 
tisment maid thairof to all haiffand interest.” Yit not only passit 
thair in that Conventioun thrie or four little thingis to the grateing? 
of Bisschopis, and decrease and interest of Presbytries; as, that 
thai sould be examineris of Pedagogues that passit with nobilmenis 
and gentilmenis sones out of the countrie, and give testimoniallis 
of approbatioun : Item, that none sould obtaine entrie to thair 
landis, and be servit lawfull heretoris, without the Bisschopis lawfull 
certificat to the inqueist of the soundnes of his Religioun, ete. 
But also, in all this, they had a main drift bringing about to restore 
the Bisschopis in integrum to the Commissariat cottis* off Testa- 


! Than, 2 Inveighing. 3 Ady. MSS. “ greatening.” 4 Quots. 
3c 


Ee a.v Pa ieee) ae ee — “t+ = 


770 THE CONTINUATION OF 1609. 


mentis, and all utheris Judicatoris and casualities that ever the 
Popishe Bisschopis were in possession off; the quhilk great fisch, 
to the intent they mycht the more easilier and firmlie fang’ at the 
nixt Parliament, without oppositioun of the Ministerie, conveinit 
with the Lordis of Sessioun, and haill laweris and Commissaris, the 
great bussines againes Papistis were cassin in, and the fair expec- 
tatioun of the Conferrence quhilk, in the moneth of May, wes dressit 
and convoyit, in maner and matter as heir followis : 


ANE JUST COPPIE OF THE CONFERRENCE AT FALKLAND, 
4 may 1609. 


“ The Earlis of Dumbar and Wigtoune, the Lordis Scoone, and 
Fentone-Barnes, Collector, Commissiouneris to his Majestie ; 
Maisteris George Glaidstaines, Johne Spottiswood, Alexander 
Lyndsay, Alexander Forbes, Patrick Scharp, Robert Howie, Johne 
Nicolsoun, Henrie Philpe, and George Hay, for the Bisschopis ; 
Maisteris Patrick Galloway, Johne Hall, Williame Scot, Archibald 
Oswall, Johne Knox, Johne Carmichael, Adam Ballentyne, Johne 
Wemis, and Williame Couper, (Mr Patrik Simpsoun being absent,) 
mett in that chalmer quhilk wes his Majestie’s, for dischairgeing ane 
Commissioun directit from the last Generall Assemblie haulden at 
Lithgow the 29 of July 1608. In the quhilk meitting the saidis 
Commissiouneres proceidit as followis: 


Sesstone prima. 

“Efter prayer, ane short speich utirit be Mr James Law, Mode- 
rator, the Commissioun of the Generall Assemblie wes red, quhair- 
off the tennour followis : 

“ At Lithgow, the 29 of July 1608, post meridiem. As for the 
second caus of eylistis,’ quhilk wes said to aryse upoun the diver- 
sitie of oppiniounes, and the diversitie of oppiniounes resultis upon 


‘ Seize upon. ® Grievances ; literally eyesores. 
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diverse differences of judgment amongis the Brither, concerneing 
the externall Governement and Discipline of the Kirk, quhilk can 
not so schortlie be discussit and advysit upoun as the brevitie of 
this Assemblie permittis: Thairfoir, it wes the opinioun of the 
Brither appoyntit for the advyseing of the best Overtouris to be had 
annent the distractioun and eyelistis that ar enterit in the heartis 
of the Ministerie, that the same sould be delayit to a tyme moir 
convenient; and, in the meintyme, certaine appoyntit to reassoun, 
treat, and advyse upon the same: Quhilk, lykwayis, thé Assemblie 
following hes thought expedient; and, thairfoir, they haiff electit 
and chosine thé’ Brither following, viz., The Bisschoppis of Saint 
Androis, Glasgow, Dunkell, Orkney, Caithnes; Maisteris Patrick 
Scharpe, Robert Howie, Johne Nicolsoun, Henrie Philip, Archi- 
bald Oswall, Johne Carmichaell, Johne Knox, George Hay, Patrick 
Galloway, John Hall, Patrick Simpsoun, Williame Scott, Adam 
Ballantyne, John Weemis, and William Couper, thair Commis- 
siouneris in that pairt, to convein with his Majestie, and sic of his 
Majestie’s Counsell as his Hines sall appoynt, at sic place and tyme 
as they salbe required be his Majestie; and to treat, reassoun, and 
consult upon all matteris standing presentlie in controversie among 
the Britherin, annent the Discipline off the Kirk; and quhatsoevir 
thai agrie upoun to report to the nixt Generall Assemblie; and in 
the mein tyme, quhill the nixt Generall Assemblie, the advyse of 
the Brither conveinit at Falkland, the 5 of July! last bypast, be 
observit annent the Constant Moderatoris. Nota, That upon the 
margine this [was] nameit a Commissioun annent reformatioun of 
Disciplin. 

“‘ Thair wes red also his Majestie’s Missive Lettre, and a Lettre 
of excuse from Mr Patrick Simpsoun, and thairefter thair wes a 
motioun maid by his Majestie’s Commissiouneris, and propounit by 
the Moderator, that fyve off everie syd sould be put apairt to sett 
doun ane ordour of proceidour. Efter sume reassouneing upon the 
same propositioun, and sume objectioun againes the same, it wes 


1 Ady. MSS. “16 of June.” 
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admittit and followit: And for the Bisschopis syd wes nameit Saint 
Androis, Glasgow, Maisteris Patrick Scharpe, Robert Howie, and 
Henrie Philpe; for the Ministeris, Maisteris Patrick Galloway, J ohne 
Hall, Williame Cowper, Johne Carmichael, and Williame Scott. 
The Erle of Dumbar, the Lord of Fentoune-Barnis, Collector, and 
Mr James Law, Moderator. The ten quhilk wer nominat and 
chosine removit, and went into his Majestie’s Chalmer, quhair the 
Commissioun wes red again: Quhilk being considerit, wes thought 
verie generall to sume; and for limitatioun thairoff, the particularis 
efter following wer propounit be the Ministers :—_ 

“First, That the Brither among quhom they controversies alledgit, 
wordis sould be nameit particularlie, or at leist sume way designit, 
quhairby the ane pairtie may be knawin by the uthir: 2dly, It wes 
requirit that the alledgit controversies sould be denominat and con- 
descendit upoun, for cleiring off the first poynt. Thais for the pairt 
of the Ministerie declairit, that they wer ane in judgment with the 
godly Fatheris, Reformeris of the Kirk of Scotland, and sic as had 
from tyme to tyme, in the Generall Assembly, appoyntit the Assem- 
blie and obteinit the reformatioun' thairof; as also, that they 
esteimit the Disciplin appoyntit be the Kirk, and ratifieit be the 
lawis of the realme, to be most godly and meit for the ruleing? of 
Christis Kirk within the realme. Thais of the uther oppinioun com 
to na particular nominatioun or designatioun, quhairby the differ- 
ences from sic as had estabilishit the Disciplin mycht be perceivit. 

“For better understanding of the second, the Ministeres desyrit 
that distinctioun mycht be maid betuixt matteris standing in con- 
troversie among the Britherin, and matteris ertra contraversiam 
within the Kirk; in the quhilk causses they voite to be all matteris 
concludit in lawfull Generall Assemblies. Jtem, That cleir differ- 
rence mycht be maid betuixt privat Britheris oppiniounes and con- 
ceitis, (put the cais thair number wer great,) and matteris in con-— 
traversie in the Kirk, but that quhilk hes bein ressavit as ane dout 
befoir in sume Generall Assemblies, and defendis as undefynit, for 


1 Ady. MSS. “ratificatione,” ? Univ. MS. “ grounding.” 
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thair is ane order concerneing the cause, quhither the Brither doutis 
and craivis reformatioun, viz., that such matteris sould be propounit 
to the Generall Assemblie ordine decenter animo edificandi, non ten- 
tandi gratia, in respect of the Generall Assembly ; quhilk order is 
no wayis convenient that the saidis Ministeris sould participat in 
a Conferrence with thair Britheris oppiniounes, different from the 
judgment of the Kirk ;-and syne report the samyne to a Generall 
Assemblie. 

“ Lastlie, Sieing the Generall Assemblie at Lithgow hes directit 
Commissioun annent matteris standing presentlie in controversie 
befoir that same, it wes demandit be the saidis Ministeris, Quhat 
particular matteris either stuid in controversie, or wes callit and 
ressavit in and to the controversie, be the same? The intentioun of 
this thair deilling wes to schaw, that this thair Commissioun, above 
writtin, buir no warrand to the saidis Commissiouneris ather to mak 
particular controversies or questiounes quhilk had not bein heard 
in Generall Assemblies or before, or yit to call in controversie the 
actis, conclusiounes, allowit practises, or estabilischit order in the 
Kirk. This forme of deiling wes callit be the uthir sort, ‘ tergiver- 
satione of pollicie,’ ‘quarrelling the Generall Assembly,’ ‘ for frus- 
tratioun of thair guid intentioun, ete. 

“ Meikle tyme and talk wes spendit heirabout, and sume schoar- 
ing and boasting,' but no cleir satisfactioun returnit to the demandis 
and propositiounes above specifieit ; and sumquhat abruptlie it wes 
said, ‘ That thai mett either on sumething or nothing; and sume- 
thing confaissitlie wes castin in, that sume of the Brither had res- 
savit the Constant Moderatione, and utheris not; soe that thair 
wes a contraversie of the Kirk,’ said they, ‘quhither the Modera- 
tione should be constant or circular,’ as they termeit it. Item, sume 
of the Brither tham selves thinkis that the Cautiounes sould be 
keipit, and utheris of thame thinkis that sume of tham sould be 
abolischit. It wes a questione than, forsuith, Quhither the Cau- 
tiounes sould be keipit or not ? 


1 Menacing and threatening. 
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“Tt wes answerit to the first, That the foirsaid Assemblie at Lith- 
gow, quhairfrom this Commissioun wes directit, had expressely pro- 
vydit that the advyse given in at the Conferrence at Falkland sould 
be observit to the nixt Generall Assemblie ; and true it is, that in 
that Conferrence at Falkland, the meitting at Lithgow, quhairin 
the intendit innovatioun of the Moderator wes begun, wes stayit ; 
and that matter to be further intreitit in the ensewing Assemblie 
at Lithgow ; quhilk Assemblie, quhen it conveinit, acquiescit to the 
advyse givin in at Falkland; so that thair is no warrand given at 


~~ all in this Commissioune to call the accustomeit and estabilischit 


order of Moderatioun in doubt. Unto the second it wes answered, 
That the Cautiounes, efter long reassouneing and advyseing had in 
the Presbytrie, Provinciall and Generall Assemblies, thai wer so- 
lemnelie concludit in tuo Assemblies, one at Dundie and another 
at Montrose, his Majestie being present at the one and at the uthir, 
and as yit standis in full force unrepelled, and can no more be callit in 
questioun be vertue of this present Commissioun then the actis an- 
nent vote in parliament, or ony uther act of the Generall Assemblie. 

“It wes thought meit, be the most pairt, that thais matteres 
of the Moderatioun and Cautiounes sould be put in questioun ; and 
so they pairtit, and presently re-enterit into the place of Confer- 
rence; and all being present, the Moderator cunneinglie demandit, 
Quhither iff the said matter sould pas in questioun, or not? It wes 
answerit be the most pairt, affirmative, they sould; and so the 
questiounes wes conceivit as followis. 1. Quhither, in Synodis or 
Presbytries, the Moderatioun sould be constant, or not? 2dly, 
Quhither the Cautiounes sett downe in the Assembly haulden at 
Dundie and Montrose for restraineing the power of Bisschopis sould 
be observit and sworne, or not? Thaireftir, the Moderator desyrit 
that ane on aither syd sould be nameit to reassoun thais tuo ques- 
tiounes ; but, being lait, no nominatioun wes maid, but thankisgiy- 
ing, and so that sessioun endit. 

“ Eftir the dissolveing of that sessioun, the Ministeris mett among 
thame selffis, and haifeing conferrit a little annent the dissadvan- 
tage and danger, by suffering thame selves to be separat in that 
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former sessioun ; and all wes desyrit that nycht to think upoun the 
fittest remedie, and tymeouslie to meit in the morneing ; the quhilk 
they did in that their meitting: They concludit, first, that Mr 
Patrick Galloway sould be speichman, and sume utheres to assist 
him, as neid requirit : 2dly, That they sould suffer thame selffis no 
wayis to be devydit, but quhatsoever sould be propounit, (althought 
of les importance,) they sould tak it to be advysed be the haill, be- 
for that any answer sould be returnit: 3dly, In respect of the 
Conferrence, and of the qualitie of the matteris callit in doubt, that 
they would nowayis disput but by wrytt. 


5 May, Sess. 2da, ante meridiem, hora nona. 


“The Commissiouneris foirsaid conveinit in the morneing, at the 
place befoir nameit; and, efter prayer, the Moderator propounit 
that ane on aither syde sould be nameit and appoyntit to reassoun 
the first questioun. Mr Patrick Galloway, being desyrit to speik, 
answerit, that it wes most convenient to reassoun the matter be 
wrytt: First, For eschewing of jealousie, idle, and hait! speiches, 
superfluous digressiounes, and impertinent discourses, quhairby Bri- 
ther mycht be irritat, and tyme unprofitabilly spent: 2dly, For 
avoyding different reportis to be maid be the Brither of different 
judgmentis efter the Conferrence endit: And, thairfoir, he desirit the 
uthir pairtie, that they would schortlie and cleirly sett downe thair 
oppinioune in Articles, tuiching that matter, and Reassounes 
quhairby they would confirme the same; promiseing that the said 
Oppiniounes and Reassounes sould be plainelie and brotherlie an- 
swerit, so succinctlie as wes possibill to be concivit and expressit 
be thame in wrytt. Maney thingis wer objectit againes that answer 
and offer; but all the objectiounes wer answerit. And so, the Mi- 
nisteres, standing constantlie to thair resolutioune, the uthir partie 
desirit that they mycht advyse among thamselff annent the premis- 
ses: Unto the quhilk desyre the Ministeres aggrieit, and removit 
thame selffis; and the uther partie, with his Majestie’s Commis- 
siouner, sat still. 


1 Hot, intemperate. 
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“ Efter thair re-entrie, the Moderator objectit four Reassounes 
againes writting. 1. The custome of the Kirk of Scotland: 2. The 
custome of the Conferrence in uther contries, and sume Colloquies 
were namit: 3. His Majestie’s prohibitioun of wrytt: 4. Sundrie 
inconvenientis that mycht follow thairupoun, as namelie, that the 
coppies wald passe abroad, and come in the handis of enimies, 
quhairby it could not faill, but sclander and skaith would come to 
the caus of Religioun. 

“ To the first it wes answered, That quhilk the Kirk of Scot- 
land had adoe with the Counsell thairoff, annent the treating and 
concluding of the Heidis of the Discipline, they gave and receaved 
in write, the one from the other: To the second, That the Collo- 
quies nameit be thame had! verie evill eventis, and utheris that 
treatit be thame in wrytt, and speciallie be the Ministeris, had bet- 
ter success and maid better for the advantage of Religioun. As for 
the custome of uther contries generally alledgit, wryttis were more 
usuall nor wordis; quhilk may be sein by Ambassadoris deillingis, 
lairnit menis epistles, and printit Colloquies and Treaties of all ages : 
To the thrid, It is evident, by his Majestie’s Lettre, that his Ma- 
jestie’s intentioun is to settle all matteris peiceabilly, and besyd the 
same thair is nothing produced. Thairfoir, wrytting quhairby 
janglingis of wordis, heat speiches, and tedious digressiounes salbe 
avoydit, is the most fitt and saiff way to come to his Majestie’s pur- 
pose: To the fourth, In caise of agriement, interchanging paperis, 
may be brunt and ravein,' and the conclusiounes agrieit upon only 
put in wrytt, to remaine. Iff thai can nowayis agrie, quhatsoevir 
sall pass in writeing may be, with consent of all, destroyit. 

“ And after these reassouneingis, the Ministeris concludit that 
reassoune be wordis, without a Judge, could not readielie be had? 
without tumult in the mein tyme of treatie, and difference and con- 
tradictorious reportis efter breaking upe of the meittingis ; quhairby 
the present distractiounes would be augmentit, the cause of Reli- 
gioun further prejudgit, Papistis and all sortis of enimies, wisching, 


1 Burnt and torn in pieces. * Ady. MSS. “ cannot possiblie be heard.” 
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wirking, and watching for divisiounes among the Ministeres, so far 
as they may. 

“The matter being thus stood to be the Ministeres thair, sume 
speiches of terrour wer given out; and thairefter the Moderator 
propounit that a short historie mycht be sett doun, with all consentis, 
of that meitting, and the proceiding thairin to sume sic effect as 
followis: That the Commissiouneres mett, thair Commissioun wes 
red, tua questiounes wer agrieit upon: They for the pairt of the 
Bischopis offerit to disputt thairon, and the Ministeris refuisit : 
The Ministeris desirit the last poynt to be mendit, eftir this maner ; 
that they for the pairt off the Bischopis offerrit to reassoun be word, 
but refuissit be wrytt ; and the Ministeris wer readie to reassoun be 
wrytt, but quhen they sould come befoir ane Generall Assemblie, 
the Judge Ordinar to sic matteres, thai sould be readie to reasone be 
word or wrytt, as it sould pleas the Assemblie to injoyne; but heir 
thai could not reassoun by word, for the reassounes afoir sett doun. 
This wes refuissit, and so no historie sett doun and agegrieit upoun ; 
and the Moderator desyrit that his Majestie’s Lettre, and the Com- 
missioun laid asyd, either of the pairties wald advyse for sume 
Overtouris for the peace of the Kirk; and for reporting thairof, the 
eftirnoone wes appoyntit for all to meit again. Thus, efter thankis- 
giving, the Commissiouneris rais. 


“ Tmmediatlie efter dinner, the Commissiouneris conveinit by 
thame selffis, and efter consultatioun, agrieit upoun four Articles as 
followis : 

“ That a declaratioun sould pas from this Conferrence to be pub- 
lischit in the Kirk of Scotland, proporting that the Kirk within this 
realme is weill constitut in Doctrin and Disciplin,' praissit be God ; 
and that the discordis and differrences among the Ministerie annent 
the one and the uther, agreed and given out be Papistis, prophane 
Atheistis, and uther enimies, ar but scandalous and sclanderous ca- 
lumnies, tending to seditioun, and to deceive the people:? 2. That 


1 Ady- MSS. “ government.” 2 Ib. ‘‘ simple.” 
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the handling’ of the discordis and differrences among the Ministeres 
be laid asyd and spairit, and that the saidis differrences coverit un- 
der the skirtis of brothirelie patience and Christiane wisdome, 
quhill? first Papistis and Papistrie be proceidit againes, and put to 
ane poynt: 3. That sicing the matter of Bischopis and Hierarchie 
can not be handlit at this tyme but with advantage to Papistis 
and Papistrie, and disadvantage to the estabilischit ordour of the 
Kirke, quhilk haith bein a speciall meine, quhairby thai and thair 
kingdome hes bein dissipat and ovirturnit, that purpose was to be 
superceidit, quhill the land be purgit of thame and thair leaven: 4. 
That ane earnest Supplicatioun sould pas from this Conferrence to 
his Majestie, for grace and favour to the Ministeris that haith bein 
so longe banischit and keipeit in prissoune, and confynit; namelie, 
that they mycht be relaxit, sett at libertie, and returne to thair 
awin places. 


Eodem die, hora tertid, post meridiem. Sess. dtia. 


“ The haill Commissiouneris mett togider in the place above spe- 
cifieit ; and, efter prayer, the Moderator requirit that the Ministeris 
sould present thair advyse, as wes appoyntit befoir noone. And 
Mr Patrick Galloway presentit the Articles above writtin, quhilk 
wer readie; and efter the reading thairof, sume pressit to speik, 
but authoritative wer hinderit be the Moderator; and sume utheris 
with vehemencie wes keipit at under, and silence commandit. 
Thairfor, the advyce of the uther pairtie wes red, and all demandit 
quhat they thought off it? Litle was said for it, and nothing 
againes it. The Moderator desyrit the Ministeres to tak upe thair 
Articles; the quhilk being done, the conclusioun following wes 
agrieit upoun : i 


At Falkland, the fyft of May 1609. 


“The Brither conveinit, haiffing givin thankis, and red the Com- 
missioun of the Generall Assemblie, and considering the generality 


1 Ady. MSS, “ alleadging.” 2 Until. : 


Me lah al a in ile ae oe UP a ee 


1609. MR JAMES MELVILL’S DIARY. 779 


thairoff, and how it is neidfull, for ending of all controversies stand- 
ing in Disciplin among the Ministeris, that the particular poyntis 
in questioun be condiscendit upoun, haiff, for the present, aggrieit 
upon tuo, viz., Quhither in Synodis or Presbytries the Moderator 
sould be Constant, or not? And, quhither the Cautiounes sett 
doun in the Assemblie haldin at Dundie and Montrois for restrain- 
ing the power of Bischopis sould be observit, and sworne unto, or 
not ? Quhilk tuo questiounes being propounit ; becaus neither the 
brevitie of that time permittis, nor is it, for diverse caussis, thought 
expedient to enter in reassouneing thairof at the present, the Brither 
continowis all treating of the same to the first Tuesday of August 
nixtocum, appoyntit for thair meitting to that effect, in Stirling : 
Willing and commanding everie ane of the saidis Brither to advyse 
and consider gravelie of the saidis Questiounes, and all poyntis 
thairof; and to be readie at the said meiting to propoune thair 
myndis, ather by word or wrytt, as they sould think meittest ; and 
further, to sett doun in wrytt all the differrences quhilk they doe 
conceive in matteris of Disciplin, that sume solid course may be 
takin, with commoun consent, for removing of the same. 

“Jn the meintyme, it is thought expedient, be the consent of 
the haill number, that the Generall Assemblie be prorogat to the 
first Tuysday of May nixtocum, to be hauldin in Saint Androis, iff 
so it sall pleas his Majestie; that thir effairis be brought to sume 
poynt, report may be maid, according as it is ordaineit in the said 
Commissioun. And becaus his Majestie’s maist zealous cair for 
the guid and peace of the Kirk, and for suppressing of Papistis and 
all contrary Religiounes, doith sua many wayis appeir, that we haiff 
all exceiding great mater of thankis to be givin to the Almychtie 
God for the great blissing bestowit upoun the Kirk, in his Majes- 
tie’s persoun: It is thought meit that a Lettre of humble thankis 
be wryttin from this Conferrence to his Majestie; and that in all 
the Congregatiounes of this his kingdome declaratioun be maid to 
everie Minister of his Majestie’s guid affectioun and resolvit mynd 
to settle the Kirk in peace and truth, and to freith’ the same from 


1 Free, deliver. 
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all uthir her enimies, and thair pernitious practises ; and that pub- 
lict thankis be givin to God for his present mercie, and prayeris 
conceavit for the happie progresse of his Majestie’s purpose. As 
also, the Brither, knawing the great danger that the Kirk standis 
in, throw the enimies of Religioun, hes thought meitt to recommend 
it to all the Ministeris and Presbytries within the realme a cairfull 
proceiding againes Papistis, and such as remaine suspect in Reli- 
gioune; and that they be diligent to lairne from the strangeris that 
resortis from any forraigne pairtis, and to make intellegence to 
his Majestie’s Commissiouner, the Erle of Dumbar, or sic utheris 
of his Majestie’s Counsel as thai ar best accquantit with, that they 
knaw the zeal of Godis truth, and [are] faithfull to his Majestie : 
And, above all thingis, that they and everie ane of thame intertein 
peice, freindschippe, and brotherlie love with utheris ;1 laying asyd 
all jealous affectiounes, and uthir prejudices; and that thai com- 
municat thair counsel and helpes to the advanceing of Religioun, 
and estabilishing a guid and solid agriement in the Kirk; quhilk 
the Brither present for thamselffis hes solemnelie promissit: And 
lykwayis, to labour with utheris to doe the same, so far as thai can, 
that God may haif glorie, and his maist excellent Majestie con- 
tentment and satisfactioun in all thingis. This conclusioun and his 
Majestie’s Lettre being wryttin and subscrivit, the Moderator gave 
thankis to God, in the place quhair we wer mett ; and Mr Williame 
Couper, being requeistit be his Majestie’s Commissiouner and sume 
of the Brither, went to the Kirk of Falkland, and all that wer with 
him, thair maid ane exhortatioun and thankisgiving upon the last? 
verse of the 74 Psalme; and thairefter the 133 Psalme wes sung ; 
and thus all wer dimissit.” 


By this Conferrence, thus dressit and givin furthe, the Bisschopis 
gained this muche, that no oppositioun wes maid againes thame at. 
the Parliament hauldin at Edinburgh in the moneth of July thair- 
efter ; quhair also they had, for the purpose, two Inglish Doctouris, 


1 Each other. 2 Ady. MSS. “8d.” 
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that teichit all the tyme thairof, Doctour Goodwyne and Doctour 
Milburne, quho dyit soone thairefter. At that Parliament thai 
rayd’ royallie and Prelat-lyk. Thair they had the Judicatour, 
Commissariot Coittis? of Testamentis, and all casualities of the 
Bisschopperikis of auld restorit again to tham in integrum and 
confirmit ; and, finallie, thai became honorabill and rych Prelatis, 
quhair befoir they wer but Bisschopis of Baine !? All this accquirit 
unto thame, upoun the Kingis great chairgis for the erecting of 
thais Bisschoprickis and Bischoppis of new againe, wes estimat by 
the wysest, quho wer actoris in it, to cost the King above thirty 
thousand pounds sterling. 

At that Parliament also a statute wes maid, quhat forme of habit 
all sic as buir any office within burghtis sould haiff; [that each 
should have] thair awin particular habitis ; and, in lyk maner, all 
Officeris of the land, as also the Ministeris of the Church, such as 
the King, with advyse of certain Commissiouneris, sould appoynt 
and sett doune, under the pain of horneing. tem, that all oppin 
speikeris againes his Majestie or Parliamentis proceedingis, or 
againes Inglishemenis, or spreideris of cokalandis* sould be pun- 
ischit by banischment or utherwayis at the Kingis will. Item, ane 
act for dissolving the customis from the Crown for ten thousand 
pounds be yeir, to be peyit to the Lordis of Sessioun in recompence 
of the Coittis > of Testamentis takin from thame and givin to the 
Bisschopis. tem, dissolvit from the Kirk, and erectit® to the Lord 
Burlie, for his bussie deilling for the Bisschopis, the Abbacie of Kil- 
wynning. Item, ane act for estabilisching of the Justice of the 
Peice in all schyris, [efter the forme of Kngland ; and the King to 
haiff the nominatioune thairoff yeirlie.”] 


1 Rode. 2 Quots. 3 This alludes to the custom then observed, (and still kept 
up in sport, in many places of England,) at Twelfth-night, where a King, Queen, 
Bishops, &c., were chosen for regulating the festivities, in each dwelling. The chief 
personage was called the King of Bean or Bane; and our Author jocularly classes 
the heretofore unbeneficed Bishops of Scotland with the mock Prelates of the T welfth- 
night King’s Court. 4 Pasquils, lampoons, or libellous satires. Fr. Coq a 
l’ane. 5 Quots. 6 Ady. MSS. “ given.” 7 Omitted in Ady. MSS. 


= eee be 
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At that tyme ane of the Brither of the Conferrence wrot to a 
Brother in exile, desyreing his censuris of thair proceidingis ; unto 


whom he wrett again, as followis :— 


[LETTER FROM MR JAMES MELVILL, ONE OF THE MINISTERS IN EXILE, 
AS TO THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFERENCE AT FALKLAN D.!] 


“JT haiff ressavit your schort, but verie significative, Lettre of 
your sound and ardent affectioun, boith towardis the caus and us 
quho sufferis for it. You would be censurit and spurrit ; but 
quhat I sould censure I sie not weill, and to spurr ane runneing 
horse wer verie evill discretioun! And yit, it is true that thair is 
great neid of boith to us all: But quhat sall we doe ?—sieing God, 
in his rychteous judgment for our former negligence, contempt, and 
ingratitude, hes pluckit away from us all hart and hand, affectioun, 
reassoun, and zeall, knawledge, spirit, courage, and actioun ; so that 
auctoritie, money, craft, and bussines of this world, caries all sin- 
ceritie, truth, wisdome, and friedome away ; or rather overquhelmis, 
oppressis, and. beiris doun the force and strenth thairof to the ground: 
Greatter craft, subtilitie, policie, and catasophistrie wes nevir usit 
by the Egyptiannis againes Godis people! I saw the craft of thais 
trewis” takin befoir the last Generall Assemblie, in all thair pro- 
ceidingis, thais almost ane dussen of yeiris bypast ; and maid such 
advertisement and wairneing as I could, boith publictlie and privat- 
lie, to Generall Assemblies and to particularis; but as [tales] casus 
Cassandra canebat, haud unquam creditura Teucris,? I saw the poli- 
cie of the Conferrence befoir the Parliament, only to mak the 
Brither secure and remiss, that they mycht without impediment 
won sum further ground, and further poynt and starkineing‘ of thair 
estait. 

“TY can not yit be throuchlie informit quhat wes don at the Par- 


' This Letter was written by our Author, as appears from Cald. Hist. folio edit. 
p- 613. 2 Ady. MSS. “ truces.” 3 This quotation is taken from Virg. 
Aineid, iiie 257, and ii. 247, * Strengthening, establishing, consolidating. 
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liament ; but it is said and givin out heir, that quhatevir the King 
would haif bein at is heir effectuat to him, and bettir service done. 
Would to God that thair had bein at leist but sume such advertise- 
ment and protestatioun givin in and sent abroad, as wes givin in at 
the Parliament of Perthe! And iff thai would neidis bring in ques- 
tioun the Cautiounes, I wische that all done in thais Assemblies ; 
and so the voitting in Parliament, that foundatioun of that rebuildit 
Babyloun, to haiff bein shakin, and brought in doubt also, and con- 
troversie ; but wischeris and walderis! are but evile housse-haderis ! 
And so, I feir that the hous of God, quhairoff the Stewardries? con- 
creditit® to us be brokin upe, and a long tyme of vacatioun or‘ it be 
gatherit and takin up againe ; and dureing that idle* time® (as in the 
Collegis) mair godlines and guid lairneing forget in-ane oulk,’ nor 
wes taught and lairnit in a moneth befor! Giff ye say, ‘Men and 
brether, quhat sall we doe? Would to God we had the spirit of 
compunctioun first to move us, in a earnest, zealous maner, to aske 
tham ! I think that sum thing mycht yit be answerit; as, First, to 
ery and complein to Chryst, filling heavin and earth with lamenta- 
tiounes for the captivitie and desolatioun of Sion, and for hir saik 
not to keipe silence untill the Lord have pitie on her.’ 2. To pub- 
lishe to all Christianis our greivances and complaintis, how our Kirk 
is opprest by auctoritie of men, corruptit with money, circumveinit 
with craft and pollicie, and hauldin in thraldome againes Godis 
Word; quhat former constitutiounes and long customes; and againes 
thais actis, lawis, statutis, and priveledgis, that the King, Estaitis 
in Parliament, and haill bodie of this realme, hes grauntit and givin 
unto hir. 3. I wauld haiff thais Balaams, with honnour and welth 
of this world, blinder then asses, that for the waigis of unrychteous- 
nes hes pervertit the wayis and prophetis? of the Lord; thais Judases, 
sonnes of perditioun, quho for money hes betrayit Chryst and his 
kingdome ; thais Esawis, most prophain, quho hes sold thair birth- 


1 Ady. MSS. ‘ and nedderis.” 2 Stewardships. 3 Entrusted. 
4 Before, ere. 5 Ady. MSS. “ jollie.” 8 In playful allusion to the holidays 
at Colleges. 7 Forgot in a week. 8 Ady. MSS. “mercy on earth,” 


9 Ib. “ proffers.” 
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rycht, in Chrystis inheritance, for' a meis of pottage, that some 
tyme did mightily reigne in our Kirk. And, finallie, thais Shimeas,” 
_ imprissouneris and tormenteris of thair Britherin, efter dew admo- 
nitioun to be paintit out in thair awin cullouris and proceidingis. 
And last, allace! iff that spirit of actioun, zeal, and courrage that 
sumetyme did mychtiely rigne® in this Kirk wes buildit up againe, 
that mycht mak a few from everie Presbytrie to convein togidder 
in the name of Chryst, censure sickerlie‘ thais corrupteris of the 
Kirk to the uttermost. 

“ But quhat talk I of thais matteris ? sieing your last Conferrence 
hes preoccupyit all sic dealling, and cut schort the occasiounes and 
meines thairof, by approving the Kingis proceidingis, with thankis- 
giving to God thairfoir, and promiseing peace, with brotherlie love, 
contentment, and concord! So, all thais are but wishes and wordis, 
venting,> lyk new wyne, from the inward wirking of a passionat 
heart. Res non est integra ; the caus is prejudgit,° a free Assemblie 
cannot doe, and a competent number of men will never be gottin. 
Be getting this, thais and many uther thingis may eisily be answerit, 
and all houpe is lost and gone till the avenger of the caus aryse and 
mak his Ministeris, and sanctifie and steir up to him waponis of 
wraith, and men of mycht, at this tyme. It is time! O Lord, aryse, 
it is tyme! for thai haif maid thy Word and law irrite’ and of 
none effect ! The earth is defylit with hir inhabitantis, becaus thai 
transgresse thy lawis, thai alter and change the decrie, they mak of 
no availl the perpetuall covenant! We wer wont to heir Psalmes 
throw the endis of the earth, becaus the just wes cumely and held 
in honour; but now, 1 say, My bellie, my bellie, my leinnes, my 
leinnes ! Leane am I, for wois is me for the perfidious mensworne 
does lyk mensworne ;* and with most filthie perfidie thai doe most 
perfidiouslie, thais fals forsworne men ;° they led Jacob in captivitie, 
and Judah in servitude. The heavenly scepter of thy kingdome, (the 


1 Ady. MSS. read “ bot,” 7. ¢. without. 2 Ib. “ Semajohes.” 3 Reign. 
‘4 Sincerely, heartily, severely. 5 Fermenting, working over. 6 Adv. MSS. 
“betrayed.” 7 Vat. irritus, void, invalid. 8 Adv. MSS. “ measar, (measure, ) 


does lyke measor.” 9 Isa, xxiv. 16. 
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frie preicheing of thy Word,) thai haiff wrestit out of tl@ hand of 
Chryst, thy annoyntit King, and subjectit it to the will and plea- 
soure of man; the hedge and wall of thy wyne-yard, thy holy dis- 
ciplin, thai haiff undermyndit, cuttit, brokin doun, and dimolishit : 
‘We sie no signis of remeid, neither is thair any prophet among us 
to tell how longe! And yit, my deir bairnis,’ and maist faithfull 
suffereris and laboureris in the middis of this caus of Chryst, let us 
not be discouragit, but heir the comfortabill voyce of our Chryst 
and King : ‘Let not your heartis be trublit; ye belive in God, be- 
live also in me. In my Fatheris hous ar many dwellingis. I goe 
to prepair a place for yow. ‘Iff ye suffer with him, ye sall rigne 
with him. ‘This is a faithfull saying, etc. Let us be at leist lyk 
Jeremy, carriit to Egypt againes his will. Ezekeill, Daniel, Mis- 
chaell, Assryia? to Babiloun. Let us ever haiff thair exampill be- 
foir our eyis, and preas to imitat and practeis thair patience, pietie, 
wisdome, and courage, and uther vertuis; standing uprychtlie and 
constantlie for the glorie of our God, and confort of his captivit 
Ixirk, till the tyme it pleas him to steir up a wise Zerubbabell, 

Josua, and Ezra, for bringing againe the captivitie thairof, and purge- 
ing and repairing the Temple and Sanctuarie ; and a Nehemias for 
restoiring of the citie, and building up againe and repairing the de- 
cayit wallis of his Jeruselem ; the houpe quhairof is meikle incressit 
and steirit upe amongis all the true, lairnit, and godly in Europ, by 
a voyce sounding mychtilie, as it were from the deid, againes that 
sacrielegious and accursit Hierarchie, I mein Mr Brychtmannis 
Commentaries on the Apocalepse, quhilk hes moir cleirnes, force of 
demonstratioun for the truthe, and in solid and lairnit storie, than 
all the hellishe * Jesuitis.and warldling formalistis againes the same ; 
the reiding quhairof and recommending to row I rest, requiring a 


greatter inventioun of spirit in mutuall prayer.” 


The Bischopis now being fortifieit with honour and riches, and 


1 Adv. MSS. “ Bretherin.” 2 In allusion to Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
3 Adv. MSS. “ foolish.” 


nego, whose names were Hananiah, Mishael> and Azariah. e 
oD 
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perciving that thair wes no honour nor profite for thair purpose of 
preferment in governeing above thair Brither, in solid and absolut 
reuling of the Kirk, to be purchasit be Conferrence, thai desertit 
and slippit! the dyet appoyntit to be keipit at Stirling in August ; 
and making thairwithall ane proclamatioun to pas furth, discharge- 
ing the appoyntit Generall Assembly, and all ordinar keipeing 
thairoff, for this reassoun; becaus, forsuith, the Fatheris of the 
Kirk, the reverentis Prelatis and Bischopis, and the inferiour Mini- 
steris, could not sorte and agrie weill together, so that thair meitt- 
ingis sould serve for none effect, but contentious, skandellous to the 
godlie, and delytfull to the Papistis and utheris enimies. 

The tuo Archbisshoppis, that ane with some certain of the rest 
with him ; in lyk maner the uthir went up to Court, quhair they 
postit away for performance of thair purpose; to wit, 1. To mak 
thame awfull and redoubtit of all, thai maid the Hight Commis- 
sioun Court, maist tirannically useit be the Bischopis in England, 
to be proclaimeit and sett upe in Scotland, quhairby the two Arch- 
bischoppis, with any four, mycht judge and punische many at thair 
pleasoure, as be the tennour thairof, heirefter insert in the storie, 
sall appeir. Nixt, That they mycht haiff sume pretext and schaw 
of the Kirkis approbatioun, thai sould by such meines as they 
thought meittest, and mak and prepair for that purpose seven or 
eight scoir of the bassest of the Ministerie, calling out of everie Pres- 
bytrie the weakest thairoff; quho, by the Kingis speciall Missive 
Lettres sent to the Presbytries, that thais only sould be directit in 
commissioun, and to thame selffis, that thai sould not faill to keip a 
certain day and place, as thai wer assurit, boith of thankis and re- 
waird; and so a Generall Assemblie to be dressit for ending of the 
matter. 


M.DC.X. 
Thus, in the moneth of March, the Hight Commissioun wes pro- 
claimed at Edinbrucht and utheris pairtis as followis : 


' Ady, MSS. ‘“ deferred and stopped.” 
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THE TENNOUR OF THE HIGHT COMMISSIOUN, 


“ James, be the grace of God, King of Great Brittane, wo 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith: To our lovites, 

; - messengeris in that pairt, conjunctlie and sev <eee 
speciallie constitut, greiting. Forsuameikle as complaint being maid 
to us in the behalfe of the Ministerie of this our kingdome, that the 
frequent advocatiounes purchessit be sic as wes ether erronious in 
Religion or scandelous in lyff, not only discouragit the Ministerie 
from censureing of utheris, but imboldnit the offenderis to continow 
in thair wickitnes, useing thair advocatiounis as a mein to delay 
and dissappoynt boith tryell and punischement: We, for eschewing 
this inconvenient, and that the number of trew professoris may be 
knawin to incres, and the Antichristian tyrannie and enemie, and 
his growth suppressit, and all sort of vyce and slanderous life pun- 
ischit ; and that neither seine iniquitie, nor delay of tryellis and 
punischement of offendouris, the least, be this subterfuge of dis- 
courageing of Kcclesiasticall censuris, to proceid on thingis sua meit 
and. propper for thame, haiff, out of our awin duetie to God and love 
to his Kirk, being the heid nurishe-father of the same on earth, 
within our dominiounes, givin power and commissioun to the Reve- 
rent Father in God, our trest and weill-belovit couseing and coun- 
sellour, George Archbisschoppe of Saint Androis, Primat and Me- 
tropollitane of our kingdome ; and unto our rycht trest couseing and 
counsellour, Alexander Erle of Dumfermelling, Lord Hicht Chan- 
cellour of this our kingdome ; George Erle of Dumbar, Thesaurer; 
George Erle of Marschell, Johne Erle of Mar, Johne Erle of Mon- 
trose, Patrick Erle of Kinghorne; to the Rycht Reverent Fatheris 
in God, Alexander Bischop of Duncaldein, Patrick Bischop of Aber- 
dein, Alexander Bischop of Murray, Andro Bischop of Brichin, David, 
Bischop of Ross, George Bischop of Dumblain, Alexander Bischop 
of Caitnes, and James Bischop of Orknay; to our trustie cousine 
and councellour...... , Lord Lindsay, Simone Lord Fraser 
of Lovat, David Lord Scoone; and to our trustie and welbelovit 
counsellouris, Mr Johne Prestoune of Penniecuick, President of our 
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Colledge of Justice; Sir Richart Cockburne of Clerkingtoun, 
knicht, Lord Privie Seale ; Sir Alexander Hay, knycht, our Secre- 
tar; Sir James Hay of Kingask, our Controller; Sir Thomas’ 
Hammiltoun of Binnie, knycht, our Advocat; and to our lovitis, Sir 
David Carnegie of Kinnard, knycht, David Dundas of that {Ik, 
Alexander Irving of Drum, William Ramsay of Balmaine, Mr Johne 
Arthure, Mr Thomas Hendersoun, Mr Adam? King, and Mr James 
Ballandein, Commissaris of Edinbruche ; Mr Johne Weemes, Com- 
missar of Saint Androis; Mr James Martine, Rector of the Uni- 
versitie of Saint Androis; Mr Robert Howie, Principal of the New 
College thair; Mr David Moniepennie, Deane of Facultie, Mr 
Patrick Galloway, Mr Johne Hall, Pettir Edwart,* Mr Johne Ni- 
colsone, Mr Robert Wilkie, Mr Johne Strachane, Mr Andro Leith, 
Mr Henrie Philip, Mr Andro Futhie, and Mr Patrick Lindsay, 
Ministeres ; or to ony fyve of thame, the said Archbisschop being 
allwayis one of them, within the haill boundis of the Province of 
Saint Androis: And to the Right Reverent Father in God, and 
our trusty and welbelovit cousigne and counsellor, Johne Archbis- 
schop of Glasgow, Alexander Erle of Dumfermeling, George Erle 
of Dumbarr, Johne Erle of Cassilis, James Erle of Glencairne, 
Johne Erle of Wigtone, James Erle of Abircorne: And to the Re- 
verent Father in God, Williame Bisschop of Galloway, Johne Bis- 
schope of Argyl, Andro Bisschop of the Isles; and to our trustie 
cousing and -counsellour, Walter Lord of Blantyre; and to our 
lovitis, Mr Johne Arthur, Mr Thomas Hendirsoun, Mr Adame 
King, [and] Mr James Ballandyne, Commissaris of Edinbruche, 
David Forsyth, Commissar of Glasgow ; James Halliday, Commis- 
sar of Drumfreis; Mr John* Hammiltoun, Commissar of Hammil- 
toun ; Mr James Hammiltoun, Commissar of Lanricke ; Sir George 
Elphinstoun of Blythswood,* knight ; Mr Patricke Scharpe, Prin- 
cipall of the Colledge of Glasgow ; Mr Williame Birnie, Minister at 
Lanericke ; Mr Johne Hay, Parsoun of Ranthrow ;* Mr James 


' Ady. MSS. “James,” Thomas, afterwards President of the College of Justice, 
Earl of Melrose and Earl of Haddington. 2 Univ. MS. “ David.” 3 Ady. MSS. 
“Mr Patrick Stewart.”’ 1 Univ. MS.-‘ James.” > Ib. “ Sir James Hamilton 
of Eistwood.” ° Renfrew. 
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Hammiltoun, Deane of Glasgow ; Mr David Scharpe and Patrick 
Walkingschaw, Subdeanes of Glasgow ; Mr Thomas Ramsay, Mi- 
nister at Drumfreis, Mr Johne Bell, Minister at Glasgow, and Mr 
Walter Stewart, Minister; or ony fyve of thame, the said Arch- 
bisschop being allwayis one, within the haill boundis of the Pro- 
vince of Glasgow : To call befoir thame, at all sic tymes and places 
as they sall think meit, any persoun or persounes dwelling and re- 
maining within thir Provinces respective above writtin, Saint 
Androis or Glasgow, or within any of the diosies of the samyn, 
being offenderis either in lyff or religioun, quhom they hald any 
wayis to be scandalous; and that they tak tryell of the same; and 
iff they find thame guilty or impenitent, refuissing to give thair ac- 
knowledgment of thair offence, thai sall give command to the 
Preicheris of that paroche quhair thai dwell, to proceid with sen- 
tence of executioun or excommunicatioun againes thame ; quhilk iff 
it be protractit or delayit, and thair command be that Minister be 
not presently obeyit, they sall than convein any sic Ministeris be- 
foir thame, and proceid in censureing of thame for thair dissobe- 
dience ether by suspensioun, or deprivatioun, or wairding, accord- 
ing as thai by thair discretioun, [haulding him: obstinat and refuis- 
sing of thair discretioun to haiff deservit ; and farder, to fyne at 
thair discretiounis,’] imprissoun or waird any sic persoun, quho 
being convenit befoir thame, thai sall find upoun tryell to haiff de- 
servit any such punischement; and a warrand under the hand of 
any of the fyve above nameit, out of everie Province above writtin, 
[the said Archbisschope of the Province being one, sall serve for a 
sufficient command to our Capitanis and Constabillis of wairdis and 
castellis, and to all keiperis of jaylis and prissounes, ether in burght 
or land, within any Province respective above writtin, | for ressaive- 
ing and deteineing of sic persounes as salbe directit to be keipit be 
thame, in sic forme as by the said warrand salbe prescryvit, as thai 
will answer upon the contrair at thair perrell, and upoun all 
hazardis ; and of all sic fynis as salbe imposit upon any sic offender, 


1 Omitted in Ady. MSS. 2 Omitted in Adv. MSS. 
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the ane halff to appertein to yourselff, and the uthir halff to be im- 
ployit upoun sic necessar chairgis as our said Commissiouneris salbe 
sortit unto, be chairgeing of pairties and witnessis to compeir be- 
foir thame, and the superplus to be bestowit at the sight of the 
saidis Commissiouneris by distributioun among the poore: Com- 
manding our Lords of our Privie Counsel, upon sight of any certi- 
ficat subscryvit be any fyve of the saidis Commissiouneris within 
everie Province, as said is, the said Archbisschop of the Province 
being ane, aither of any fyne imposit be thame upon any pairtie 
compeirand and found guiltie, or the contumacie or refusall of any 
to compeir befoir thame, that the saidis Lordis of our Privie Coun- 
sel direct ane summar chairge of horning on ten dayis onlie, and 
that no suspensioun nor relaxatioun be grantit, without first ane 
testimoniall under the hand of the Archbisschop of the Province, 
conteineing the obedience and satisfactioun of the pairtie chairgit, 
be produceit ; and in cais of dissobedience and further rebelling of 
the pairtie quho salbe chairgit for his fyne and not compeirance, 
the saidis Lordis of our Counsel are than to prosecut the maist 
strait order, for any uther caus quhatever useit againes rebellis : 
With power to our saidis Commissiouneris to proceid heirin, as also 
to tak tryell of all sic persounes that hes maid defectioun or are 
suspect in Religioun; and, as thai find any just caus againes thame, 
to proceid in maner foirsaid ; and alsoe quhatsoever thai shall lairne 
or understand of any Ministeris, Preicheris, or Teicheris of Scoolls 
or Colledgis, or Universities, or of Exhorteris or Lectureris being 
Readeris within thais boundis, quhois speiches in publict had bein 
impertinent, and againes the present Estabilischit order of the Kirk 
againes any of the conclusiounes of the bypast Generall Assemblie, 
or in favour of any of thais quho are banischit, wairdit, or confynit, 
for thair contemptuous offences, quhilk being no matter of doctrin, 
and so meikle idill time spent without instructioun of thair audi- 
touris in thair salvatioun, aucht so meikle the moire to be seveirlie 
punischit ; and in regard that thai are Ministeris quho of all utheris 
sould spend least idill' talk, and speciallie in the Chyre of Veritie ; 2 
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and, thairfoir, efter the calling of thame befoir the saidis Commis- 
siouneris, they are to be tryit and questiounit upoun the poyntis of 
that quhilk is laid againes thame, and punischit according to the 
qualitie of thair offence: And quhairas complaint salbe maid to 
thame be any pairtie that salbe conveinit befoir any Ecclesiasticall 
Judicator for any such crymes as he salbe thair suspectit of, or that 
the pairtie dois alledge allwayis the matter it selff to be improper 
to that Judicator, or the proceidingis to haif bein informall, or that 
the Judicator it selff hes bein too partiall ; and quhen the Commis- 
siouneris sall sie any just caus, thai ar then to tak tryall and cogni- 
tioun thairoff tham selffis, We dischairge the said Judicatorie of all 
further proceidings: Giving power also to our said Commissiouneris 
to mak chuse of Clerk, and making of utheris Memberis of Court, 
and to direct out preceptis in the name of the Archbisschop, and 
his associatis within his Province, for citatioun of any pairties befoir - 
thame, within the boundis of the saidis Provinces, in any of the said 
caussis above mentiounit ; quhilk preceptis aught to be seillit with 
a speciall seall, conteining the armes of the saidis Bischoprickis ; 
giving power also to chairge witnesses to compeir befor thame, 
under the paine of fourtie poundis Scottis money; and upon the 
certificatioun of the saidis Commissiouneris, that any of the saidis 
penalties are incurrit be thame, the said Lordis of our Counsel are 
to direct the lyk chairge for payment of the samen as is appoyntit 
for payment of the fynis of the saidis Commissiouneris past our 
Great Seale, containeing diverse heidis, articles, and clausses and 
conditiounes, and beiring daitt at our Court at Roustoune, the 
20 day of January last, as at lenth is conteinit : Quhairoff necessar 
it is that publicatioune be maid to all our leiges, that none pretend 
ignorance heirof. Our Will is heirfor, and we chairge yow strait- 
lie, and commandis, that incontinent thir our Letteris sein, ye pas 
to the heid burghtis within the Provincis above writtin, and thair 
by oppin proclamatioune that ye mak publicatioune of the premissis, 
that none pretend ignorance: As also, that ye, in our name and auc- 
toritie, command and chairge all our leigis and subjectis to reve- 
rence and obey our saidis Commissiouneris in all and every thing 
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tending to the executioune of this our Commissioune ; and to doe 
nothing to thair hinder or prejudice, as thai, and ilk ane of thame, 
wilbe answerabill to us and our Counsell, upon thair obedience, at 
thair hiest paine, chairge, and perrell: The quhilk to doe, &c. 
Givin under our Signett at Edinbruche, the 15 of Februar, and of 


our reigne the 47 year, 1610. 
“ Per Actum Secreti Concilit.” 


- The Commissioune and the executioune thairoff, as it exaltit the 
Bisschopis far above any Prelatt that ever wes in Scotland, so it 
put the King in possessioune of that quhilk a long tyme he had 
desyrit and huntit for, to witt, of The Royall Prerogative, and abso- 
lut powar to use thair bodies and guidis of thair subjectis at pleasure, 
without forme or proces of the commoun law, even than quhen the 
bodie of the realme of England wes in thair Parliament compleine- 
ing of the justice and injurie thairoff, and seiking redresse, so that 
our Bisschopis wes fittit in instrumentis of overthraw of the fridome 
and libertie, boith of the Kirk and realme of Scotland, as it wes 
then, be all that had tongues and wittis takin up and talkit. 

About the end of the moneth of May, the Erle of Dumbar come 
from England with auctoritie, and thrie Englisch Doctoris, viz. 

Hamptoune, Myritoun, and Hudistoune. Then the Presbytries 
ressavit thair Lettres, accompaneit with the Lettres and seallis of 
the Bisschopis, to witt, Archiebisschopis, craveing and commanding 
such and such, be name, to be sent to Glasgow with unlimitit Com- 
missiouneris ; and thai nominat and dressit long befoir be the Bis- 
schopis, and callit be the particular the Kingis Missives, wer in reddi- 
nes to goe, either with the Commissioune or without Commissioune ; 
So, at one instant, the word went; and within ten dayes wes ap- 
poyntit a Generall Assembly to be hauldin at Glasgow; but no 
“man so much as dreamit of sic effect as at ane stollin dint, in ane 
day, to overthraw ane work seventie yeiris in building, and above 
24 yeiris spacious and most profitabill standing. That Assemblie 
did conclud and determine as followis ; 
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THE GENERALL ASSEMBLIE HAULDIN AT GLASGOW THE 8 OF JUNE 
1610, CONCLUDIT THAIS HEIDIS AND ARTICLES, CONCERNEING 
THE DISCIPLIN OF THE KIRK, TO BE OBSERVIT IN ALL TYMIS 
COMEING.. 


“In the first, It is declarit, that the alledgit Assemblie, hauldin 
at Aberdein, is null’ in it selff, specially in respect it had not his 
Majestie’s warrand,? and wes dischairgit by his Majestie’s Commis- 
siouneris ; and becaus that the necessitie of the Kirk craves, that 
for order taking with the commoun enimies, and uthir effairis of the 
Kirk, that thair salbe yeirly ane Generall Assembly, the Judica- 
torie® quhairof the Assemblie acknawledgis to appertein to his 
Majestie be the Prerogative of his Royall Croune; and, thairfor, 
the Generall Assembly most humbly requistis that Generall As-. 
semblies may be hauldin once in the yeir; or at leist, in respect of 
the necessitie foirsaid, that his Majestie would appoynt a certaine 
tyme at the quhilk the same salbe hauldin in all tymes cumming 
preceisely. 

“ Ttem, It is thought expedient that the Bisschoppis salbe Modera- 
toris in every Diocesian Synod, and that the Synod sall hald tuyse 
in the yeir of the Kirk of everie Diosie, to witt, in Aprylle and 
October ; and quhair the Diosie is lairge, that thair be tuo or thrie 
Synodis in convenient places, for eis of the Ministeris. 

“ Item, That no sentence of Excommunicatioune, or Absolutioun 
thairof, be pronunceit againes or in favouris of onie persoune, 
without the knawledge and approbatioune of the Bisschope of the 
Diosie, quho must be answerabill to his Majestie for all formall and 
impartiall proceiding thairin; and the proces being found formall, 
the sentence to be pronunceit at the directioune of the Bisschopis 
be the Minister of the paroche quhair the offender dwellis, and the 
proces begunne ; and in cais the Bisschop salbe found to haiff stayit 
the pronunceing of the sentence againes any persoune that hes 


! Ady. MSS. “ wes unjust.” 2 Th. “ allowance.” 3b. « injunctione.” 
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merit’ the same, and quhen the proces hes bein lawfullie deduceit, 
the same being tryit and convictit in the Generall Assemblie ; 
thaireftir that advertisement salbe maid to his Majestie, to the effect 
that ane uther may be placeit in his rowme. 

“ Item, That all presentatiounes heirefter be directit to the Bis- 
schop, and upon a presentatioune givin, or utherwayis sute? maid be 
any to be admittit to the Ministerie, the Minister is to require the 
Ministerie of that boundes quhair he is to serve, to certiefie be 
thair certificat to him, the pairtie suitter his conversatioune past, 
abilitie and qualificatioune for the functioune ; and upon the returne | 
of thair testificatioune the Bisschope is to tak further tryell; and, 
finding him qualifieit, and being assistit be sume of the Ministeris 
of thais boundis quhair he is to serve, as he will assume to himself, 
and, as he wilbe answerabill, to perfyt the haill act of ordinatioun. 

“ Item, In the depositioun of Ministeris, the Bisschop assosiating 
‘to himself the Ministerie of the boundis quhair the delinquent 
servit, he is then to tak tryell of his flock; and, upoun just caus 
found, to deprive him. 

“ Item, That everie Minister at his admissioune sall sweir obedi- 
ence to his Majestie and Ordinar, according to the forme sett 
doun in the Conferrence, keipit in the yeir of God 1571, quhairof 


the tennour followis : 


‘THE FORME OF AITHE? TO BE GIVIN BE THE PERSOUNE PRO- 
VYDIT TO ANE BENEFICE, WITH CURE, THE TYME OF His 
ADMISSIOUN BE THE ORDINAR. 


“¢], A. B., being now nominat and admittit to the Church of 
D., intirely testiefies and declaires, in my conscience, that the rycht 
hight, excellent, and mychtie Prince, James, be the grace of God, 
King of Scottis, is the only lawfull Supreme Governour of this - 
realme, alseweill in thingis temporall as in conservatioune and pre- 
servatione of Religioun, and purgatioune thairof; and that no for- 
raigne Prince, Prelat, or Pope, State, or Potentat, haiff or aught to 
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haiff any superioritie, jurisdictioun, power, preheminencie, or auc- 
toritie, Ecclesiasticall or Spirituall, within this realme: And, thair- 
foir, [renunce utterly and forsake all forraigne jurisdictioun, poweris, 
superiorities, and auctorities, and promisses that I will, from this 
[time] furth, endeavour, and will beir faithfull and true obedience 
to his Hines, and his aires, and lawfull successouris; and to my 
_ power sall assist and defend all jurisdictiounes, priviledges, and pre- 
heminencies, accessories, or unitteit and annexit to his Royal Croun: 
And further, I acknawledge and confesse to haif and hauld the said 
C., and all possessiounes of the same, under God, only of his Ma- 
jestie and Croun Royall of this realme ; and for the saidis posses- 
siounes I doe homage presentlie to his Hienes, in your presens, and 
to his Majestie’s aires and lawfull successouris salbe true: So helpe 
me God. 

“< Item, The Visitatioune of the Diosie is to be done be the Bis- 
schop be him self; and, if the boundis salbe greater nor he can 
overtake, he is then to make speciall choyse, and to appoynt sume 
worthie man to be Visitor in his place; and quhatever Minister, 
without just caus and lawfull excuis, salbe absent from the Visita- 
tioune of the Diosesian Assemblie, he salbe suspendit from his 
office and benefice, and, if he amend not, he salbe deprivit. 

“ Item, Exxcerceis of Doctrin is to be continowit oukely' among 
Ministeres at the tymes of thair awin accustomeit meittingis, and 
to be moderatit by the Bisschop iff he be present, or then be any 
uther that salbe appoyntit? at the tymes of the Synod. 

“ Item, The Bisschop salbe subject, in all thingis concerneing 
thair lyff, conversatioune, office, and benefice, to the censur of the 
Generall Assemblie ; and, being found culpabill, be his Majestie’s 
advyse and consent to be depryvit. 

“ Item, That no Bisschop be electit bot quho hes past the aige of 
fourtie yeiris compleit, and quho hes bein ane actuall teiching Mi- 
nister be the space of ten yeiris at the leist. 

“ Quhilk haill Articles, being diverse tymes red in the face of 
the haill Assemblie, voiting efter the same, wer ratiefieit and ap- 


1 Weekly. 2 Ady, MSS. “he shall appoynt.” 
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provit, and concludit be the haill Assemblie, and ordainit to be 
observit. in all tymes cuming. 


[ Sess. 4ta, undecimo Juni}, ante meridiem.' 


“The said day, the Earle of Dumbar, one of his Majestie’s Com- 
missioners, being presently of intention, to have caused instantly 
discharge all Presbyteriall meetings by open Proclamation at the 
market crosse of Glasgow; and that because he had received a spe- 
cial warrant and command from his Majestie to that effect, which 
he on no wayes would nor durst disobey; the whole Assembly 
most earnestly interceed with his Lordship, that it might please his 
Lordship to continue the making of the said Proclamation, and dis- 
charge of the Presbyteries contained in the said Letter, for a cer- 
tain space; that, in the mean time, his Majestie might be certiorat 
of the proceedings of this present Assembly, which they doubted 
not would give his Majestie full satisfaction in that part: Unto the 
which request, these of the Nobilitie, being presently conveened by 
his Majestie’s direction in the said Assembly, did concurre, and in- 
terpon their request to that same effect. Whereunto the said Earle 
of Dumbar having acquiesced upon special offer made by the Noble- 
men conveened, that they would interceed at his Majestie’s hands, 
that he should be blameless for the said delay ; for the which, the 
Assembly did give his Lordship most heartie thanks; and there- 
fore ordained a Letter to be directed, in name of the whole As- 
sembly, containing a most humble Supplication, that it might please 
his Majestie of his gracious favour to accept of the proceedings of 
this present Assembly, in the matter of the Discipline of the Kirk, 
whereunto they had condescended for satisfaction of his Majestie’s 
good will, contained in his Highness’ Letter ; and in respect thereof, 
that it might stand with his Majestie’s good pleasure and will to 
superseed all further discharge of the said Presbyteries. 

“ Anent the Supplication given in name of George Marquess of 
Huntlie, &c., bearing in effect, that after long conference and rea- 
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soning had in the controverted heeds of Religion, betwixt his Lord- 
ship and certain of the Ministery deputed to that effect, he was 
fully resolved in all doubts and difficulties that might arise therein, 
or trouble him in any sort; in token whereof, he hath subscribed 
the whole Heeds and Articles of the Religion presently professed 
within this realme; which were presented with the said Supplica- 
tion: And, therefore, desiring that a commission may be directed 
from this present Assembly, giving power to such Commissioners 
as they should appoint to absolve him from the sentence of Excom- 
munication, in respect of his satisfaction foresaid ; as at more length 
is contained in the said Supplication. Therefore, the Earle of Dum- 
bar, his Majestie’s Commissioner, having declared, in his Majestie’s 
name, his Highness’ minde anent the absolution of the Marquess 
of Huntlie from the sentence of Excommunication ; and in special, 
that it should be tried if his Lordship was fully, in heart and con- 
science, resolved and satisfied in the heeds of Religion, as he had 
subscribed the same with his hand, to the intent that thereafter he 
might be absolved from the said sentence of Excommunication. 
“The General Assembly, being ripely advised with the said Sup- 
plication, and his Majestie’s minde declared by his Highness’ Com- 
missioner thereanent, Giveth, granteth, and committeth their full 
Commission to the persons after specified, the Archbishops of St 
Andrews and Glasgow, the Bishops of Orknay, Galloway, Brechen, 
Mr John Hall, Mr Patrick Simpsone, Mr William Couper, Mr 
Patrick Sharpe, and Mr Andrew Leitch; with power to them to 
passe with his Majestie’s Commissioners, and the Earles of Mon- 
trose, Glencarne, Cathness, Linlithgow, Kinghorne, Wigtoun, and 
Lothian, to the Castle of Stirline, where the said Marquess is pre- 
sently confined, and there to try the said Marquess his intention 
and resolution, in the Heeds and Articles of the Religion; and if 
he be fully satisfied thereanent in his heart and conscience, as he 
hath outwardly professed the same, subscribed with his hand; and 
in case they finde him fully resolved, and of inward intention to 
give full satisfaction in all the pomts and heeds of Religion con- 
troverted, and to avow, and constantly to confesse and professe, 
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the true Religion that is presently professed publickly within this 
realme, in that case, they give full power and commission to the 
said Brethren, with Mr John Hay, Mr John Mitchel, Mr Robert 
~ Cornwal, and Mr Patrick Lindsey, or any nine of them, (the Arch- 
bishops of St Andrews and Glasgow being alwayes two,) to absolve 
him from the processe and sentence of Excommunication. 

“ Item, It was humbly regrated in the Assembly, that notwith- 
standing of many lovable acts and constitutions, as well Ecclesi- 
asticall as Civil, alreadie made and enacted for repressing the dis- 
order and insolence of professed and excommunicat Papists; yet 
neverthelesse they do still remain in their former obstinacie and. 
disobedience ; proceeding doubtlesse upon the impunitie which they 
do enjoy, and oversight whereby they are suffered to have free pas- 
sage and accesse in all parts of the countrey, as if they wer not ex- 
communicat: For remedie whereof, it is ordained, that every one 
of the Commissioners present give in roll to the Clerk of the As- 
sembly all the persons that are excommunicat within their bounds, 
that the same being presented by him to my Lord Commissioner, 
his Lordship may cause the Secret Councel take order with them, 
according to the lawes of the countrey. 

“ And because it is not unknown to the King’s Majestie, what 
manifold treasonable practices and attempts are, from time to time, 
devised against his Majestie and his Royal Estate by the Papists, 
and professed enemies to the truth, therefore, the Assembly hath 
thought good that a Supplication should be directed to his Majes- 
tie in name of the whole Assembly, to put his Majestie in remem- 
brance of his own estate and danger, whereunto his Majestie is sub- 
ject through the cruel and craftie treason daily forged and contrived 
against his state and person, by the Papists, Jesuits, and Seminarie 
Priests, enemies to God and the true Religion, and to his Majestie, 
because his Highness is a special maintainer of the same against - 
their false and erroneous doctrines; that, therefore, it would please 
his Majestie to have such regard to his own estate, and preservation 
of his most sacred person from their bloudie devices, that by de- 
barring of them and their favourers from his Majestie’s presence, 
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his Majestie, by the grace and protection of God Almighty, may 
be preserved in safety, to the advancement of the glorie of God, 
establishing of the true peace of his Kirk within his Majestie’s do- 
minions, and comfort and tranquillitie of his Highness’ subjects, 
whose wealth and prosperitie in this earth, under God, they ac- 
knowledge to consist in his Majestie’s preservation.” | 


[ Sess. 5ta, Junit 11, post meridiem. | 


“ Forsuameikle as in this present Generall Assembly it wes all- 
redie statut and ordainit, that the Excerceis salbe moderatit be the 
Bisschop in the meittingis of the Ministeris, if they be present, or 
then by any uther quhom he sall appoynt at the tyme of the Synod; 
and becaus the nixt Synod is not to be hauldin befoir the moneth 
of October nixtocum, heirfoir, it is ordainit that, in absence of the 
Bisschop, the Constant Moderatoris sall remaine in thair place quhill 
the nixt Synod to be hauldine in October nixtocume. 

“ Ttem, Becaus it is uncivill that lawis and constitutiounes, either 
Civill or Ecclesiasticall, being once establischit and in force, by opin 
and publict consent, sould be controllit or callit in question be any 
persoune ; thairfoir, it is statut and ordainit, be uniforme consent 
of this haill Assemblie, that none of the Ministerie that ethir in 
pulpit in his preicheing, or in his publict excercises, speik or reas- 
soune againes the present act of this Assemblie, or dissobey the 
same, under the paine of deprivatioune, being tryit and convictit 
thairoff; and speciallie, that the questioune of equalitie and in- 
equalitie in the Kirk be not tryit in pulpit, under the same paine ; 
and that everie one of the Commissiouneris present intimat the act 
in the first meitting at the first excercise. 

“ Extractit furth out of the Buikis of the Generall Assemblie be 
me, 

(Sic subscribitur) “Mr THomas Niconsoun, 
““ Commissiouner of Abirdeine, Clerk, Keiper, 
and Extracter heiroff.” 


It is not to be omittit that Mr Petir Prymrose, with the haill 
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Presbytrie of Air,' perceiving befoir hand the dint and terribil 
straik intendit, came with premeditat and resolvit purpose to pro- 
test againes it, and began in publict to doe the same, but wes inter- 
ruptit, and referrit to the Privie Conferrence, quhair, pairtlie be 
minassing auctoritie, and pairtlie be cunning pollicie, they wer 
brockin and abateit. 


The maner of thair proceiding in that Assemblie ye sall under- 
stand by this letter following: 


[LETTER AS TO THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY AT GLASGOW, 
8 may 1610.] 


“T doubt not bot yow ar sufficientlie informit of the proceidingis 
at Glasgow; but for my duetie, in a word, all that thai haif bein 
contending for and suffering thais maney yeiris, in that ane act is un- 
done. The meitting wes frequent of Nobillmen, Knychtis, and 
Counselleris, wryttin for, and dressit for the purpose, and quho all 
voitit, albeit it stood not upoun thair voitis ; for thair wes only fyve 
contrary voitis in the haill Assemblie. It began with fasting on 
Tuysday,’ quhairupoun thair wes thrie sermonis. The Bisschop of 
Glasgow, in the morneing, upon ‘I wald haiff curit Babell, &c. 
His principall discours wes againes sacrielegious persounes, slanting 
at the late Patrounages. In end, he had his speiche: ‘ Yow look,’ 
sayis he, ‘that I sould speik sumething of the purpose that this As- 
semblie is conveinit for: I will say no moir but this, that Religioune 
must not be intertaineit after the manner it wes brought into the 
land. It wes brought in be confusioun—it must be intertaineit be 
order: It wes brought in the land againes auctoritie—it must be 
intertaineit by auctoritie !’ 

“ Bischop Law followit at ten houris, quhois discours wes upon. 
peace; and thairefter schew that the peace behovit to be with 
veritie, or else better no peace; and upon that came to the ques- 


' Ady. MSS. ‘* whole Ministers of the Presbytries in the West.” 


2 Ib. “ Thursday.” 
2 
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tioune, Quhither the Governement of the Kirk aught to be by Mi- 
nisteris of equall power, or by ane sett over the rest, yea or not? 
He passit over jus divinum, and tuik him to prove thair lawfullnes 
out of antiquitie, of the ane above the rest; and all com to thrie, 
antiquitie, universalitie, and perpetuitie, (Papisticall argumentis !) 
casting in thairwithall, to mak it the moir plausibill, sume wrestit 
sentences out of Calvine and Junius: And so concludit the verity 
of the questioune for Episeopall Governement with a solemne oath 
and protestatioun of his conscience in that matter ; little remem- 
bring quhat he had preicheit solemnelie at Synodis concerneing that 
matter, and quhat they had sworne and subscryvit befoir the Bis- 
choprick movit his conscience! Eftirnoone came the litle Inglish 
Chaplaine, Hudstone, all upoun the same groundis, in his cunnit ! 
and cuttit maner. 

“The principall Articles concludit were, First, The Generall As- 
semblie of Aberdeine condemnit : 2. The haill power of Visitatioune 
of Kirks, of Excommunicatioune, of Admitting and Deposeing of 
Ministeres, to be in the handis of Bischopis ; everie ane within thair 
awin Diosie, and sua maney as thai pleis to joyne thame, tuyse in 
the yeir: Diocesiane meittingis to be tuyse in the yeir: Generall 
Assemblies to be none, except as the King sall think meitt to ap- 
poynt. Iff the Bisschop doe amiss in the power committit to him, 
it salbe lawfull to the Ministeris to complein againes him to the 
Generall Assemblie, quhilk sall tak order with him according to the 
Kingis advyce, as salbe qualiefieit againes him: No Minister to be 
admittit befoir he haiff sworne his alledgeance to the King, and his 
obedience to the Bisschopis, as thair Ordinar, in omnibus licitis et 
Cannonicis: No Minister, either privatlie or publictlie, to speik any 
thing againes the conclusiounes of this Assemblie, namely, of the 
equalitie or inequalitie of the Ministeris, under the paine of deposi- 
tioune. 

‘‘ Thair wes meikle adoe anent the dischairge of the Presbytries, 
for the quhilk the Erle of Dumbar alledgit he had a Commissioun 


! Conned, 


oo 
te 
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expressely, sic as he behovit to put in executioune to dischairge 
thame simpliciter ; yit it resolvit verie craftilie in this, that the 
number assemblit sould wrytt thair proceidingis to his Majestie, and 
subscryve the samen ; and then mak suitis to his Majestie, that the 
Presbytries may be permittit to stand; howbeit, in effect, thai wer 
also weill away as to stand as cipheris only, and no moir to be ac- 
knawledgit be the name of Presbytries, but to be called ‘ The 
Meitting of the Britherin upoun the Excercise ;’ 
the Bisschopis to style thame in thair wryttingis and meittingis. 


and so it pleissis 


“Thir wer the principall heidis concludit. All passit efter the 
maner of the Privie Conferrence, and that, as the Moderator, Glas- 
gow, alledgit in the oppin Assemblie, without any contradictioun, 
except tuo Brither quhom he would not name ; quhilk wer thought 
to be Mr Johne Hall and Mr Williame Cowper. Thair wes lairge 
money distributit to the Ministeris that did the turne, under pre- 
tence of beiring thair chairges ; not without sume malecontentment 
and contentioun in pairting thair pelfe-deilling. Thus ye sie how our 
matteris gois, and quhat neid we haiff of wisdome, constancie, and 
courage ; quhilk Chryst, quhois caus it is, must work in the heartis 
of his faithfull servantis. Amen.” 


As the Nobilitie, Bischopis, and Ministeris, returnit from this 
Assemblie, in a great and solemne audience, at Stirling, Mr Patrick 
Simpsoune layit thair perjurie and defectioun so clearlie and fairlie 
to thair conscience, in his sermone, that the Bisschopis wist not 
quhat to doe, quhither to accuse or comport ;' their patience pre- 
vailit. In lyk maner, comeing to Edinbruche, Mr Walter Balcan- 
quell did the same; quho wes thairfor callit befoir the Counsell, 
quhair, coram,” he convictit Bisschop Law of apostacie and perjurie, 
so that he had not to answer; and yet escaipit with simple admoni- 
tioun. Mr Patrick Galloway glanceit verie neir the matter, in his — 
first sermone maid thairefter at Edinbruche, but ever thairwith, ac- 
cording to his fashioun, flattering the King. Also a merchant in 


1 Ady. MSS, “to excuse or conceal that to doe.” 2 In presence of the whole 
Council, 
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Edinbruche, nameit Mr Williame Kempe, being, for his privie 
speiches againes the proceidingis of that Assemblie, wes callit before 
the Counsell, did thair speik verie plainelie, saying, “ Of a truth, 
thai of that Assemblie wer unhonnest and perjurit : Unhonnest, for 
. that sending Commissiouneris from thair Presbytrie to keip the 
Generall Assemblie at Aberdeine, they had first sufferit thais Com- 
. Inissiouneris to be maist shamefully usit and punischit; and now 
had condemnit that Assemblie, and thair Britherin’s proceidingis 
thairin, they never being tryit nor heard befoir any Assemblie or 
Judicatorie of the Kirk: Perjurit, for that quhilk thai had sworne 
and subscryvit unto solemnelie, and maid even all thair flockis 
solemnelie to subscryve, and sweir that quhilk they had preichit 
and professit be thame, and practisit twentie yeiris bygaine ; haiff 
now, sitting downe in one day of this Assemblie at Glasgow, over- 
turnit and condemnit with so feirfull a sclander and stumbling-block 
to all the people, that they haiff not the warrant of thair faith, 
utherwayis then by thair preiching, ar casten downe, or in dout 
quhat to think of all faith! and religioun, preichit and professit be 
thame, since thair entrie in the Ministerie!” The Counsell would 
haiff givin out a rigourous sentence againes him, but Glasgow in- 
terceidit for him, and said that would do no guid, but rather hurt 
nor forder? the Kingis caus and purpose; for severitie, in that 
matter so fresche, wald concitat and stirr up more, and mak thame 
too much adoe: And s0, efter a few dayis imprissounement, he wes 
admonischit and lett goe. And thairon, immediatly, a terribill pro- 
clamatioune wes maid, that none sould speik againes the proceid- 
ingis of that Assemblie. 

Soone thairefter, Glasgow and Brechine tuik journay to Court, 
to report and get thankis, and Galloway followit efter; quho all 
_thrie wer keipit to the monethe of November, at quhat tyme 
the Inglish Parliament satt doun at Westminster ; and thane, be a 
speciall Commissioune from the King to the Bisschop of Londoun 
for that effect, the Archbisschop of Glasgow and the uther tuo wer 
solemnelie inaugurat and consecrat with annonyting of oyle and 


1 Adv. MSS. “ pietie.” 2 Than further. 
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uther ceremonies, just according to the Inglish faschioun and Pon- 
tificall Papistis. Quho, thairefter, returneing to Scotland in the 
moneth of December, they did to the Archbisschop of Saint An- 
drois, at Saint Androis, as thai wer done at Lambeth, all as neir as 
thai could possi billie imitat.! 


And now, in conclusioune of this Historie, it is remarkabill how 
soone thairefter the great Judge of this world callit the two cheiff 
instrumentis of the overthrow of Discipline of the Kirk of Scotland 
to thair accompt and judgment; for Richard Bancroft, Archbis- 
schop of Canterberrie, quho, att the funerall sermoun maid by Ab- 
botis, Bisschop of Londoun, had the commendatioune of the over- 
throwing of the Presbytries of the Kirk of Scotland, wes himselff 
feirfullie overthrowin by feirfull and terribill tormentis and desperat 
death at Lambeth, in that same moneth of November, at the verie 
tyme of the Scottis Bisschopis inauguratioun : And in the moneth of 
February thaireftir immediatlie following,? the Erle of Dumbar wes 
by death pluckit from the height of his honour and credit at Court, 
evin quhen he wes most cairfull to haiff had a great building com- 
pleitt at Berwick; for he had promiseit to celebrat Saint George 
day thair, and quhen he wes about solemnizeing his daughter’s 
marriage most magnificlie with the Lord Walden, eldest sonne 
to the Erle of Suffolk, Lord Hight Chamberlane, with all thair 
spectaclis, honnouris, and merriementis, that the favour off the King, 
Court, and Nobillis could affoord, he wes faine to tak him to his 
deathis-bed, and forcit to give up the ghost. And thus was 
Jericho buildit up againe, in Scotland, as also the curs executt 
upoun the builderis. 


‘ The rest of the Scotish Bishops were afterwards formally re-inaugurated and 
consecrated at St Andrews, as appears from the following passage :— “* And there- - 
after the two Archbischops consecrat them Bischops, ay as they wer nominat be the 
King, and agried unto be the rest; first quictlie, but afterward verie solemnlie, as 
their state grew and wer favoured by their Prince.”—-Row’s Historie, Maitland Club’s 
Edit. i. 98. 

? He died at Whitehall, 30th Jan. 1611,—-Calderwood's Hist, folio edit. p. 644. 
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Axpgors, 106, 231. 

Dr, Dean of Winchester, 748; af- 
terwards Bishop of London, preaches 
the Archbishop of Canterbury’s (Ban- 
croft’s) Funeral Sermon, 804. 

Abercorn, Earl of, one of the High Com- 
mission, 788. 

Abercrombie, parish of, 3; Mr Alexan- 

_ der Forsyth, minister, 5. 

Gills, 38. 

Thomas, burgess of Montrose, 38. 

Aberdeen, K. James VI. and army there 
when Huntly was defeated, 318, 319; 
General Assembly, 1604, held there, 
560; proceedings of the Assembly, 
561-565 ; Synod of, 570; Narration 
of General Assembly’s proceedings, 
July 1605, 570-582. 

Bishop of, David Cuningham, 56, 
57, 75; his miserable end, ib., 58; 
Patrick Blackburn, 489, 561, 724, 
755; one of the High Commission, 
787. 

Abolition, Act of, 312. 

Absolution, or absolving from sentence of 
excommunication, 793. 

Abstinence and humiliation, 182. 

Abuses in the Kirk, 106, 186-193, 225. 

Achmoutie, David, ceconomer of St An- 
drews College, 162. 

Adamson, John, burgess of Edinburgh, 
267, 268. 

(Constant or Constantine) Patrick, 

Archbishop of St Andrews, 3; returns 

to Scotland when a preacher, 31; his 

satirical definition of ‘‘ Bishop,” 32; 

publishes Calvyin’s Catechism in heroic 

verse, ib.; minister of Paisley, 53; 

made Archbishop of St Andrews, 57 ; 

















his dissimulation with the Kirk, 59; 
publicly called a “knaye” by Mr An- 
drew Hay, 62, 63; attends Mr Andrew 
Melvill’s lectures, 85, 120; approves of 
the Book of Policy, 121; a great enemy 
to the Kirk, 127 ; accused of consulting 
witches, ib., 137; his crafty behaviour, 
128; goes to London, and practises 
against the Kirk, 141; writes to Ge- 
neva and Tiguria, ib. ; gives out articles 
of discipline for the Kirk, 148 ; returns 
to Scotland, 166; Bull granted to him 
by the King as head of the Kirk, 187, 
194, 235, 241; is excommunicated, 
247; excommunicates Andrew and 
James Melvill, ib. ; his appellation to 
the King, ib.; his great alirm, ib., 
248; popularly supposed to have con- 
sulted witches, ib.; composes a work 
entitled Psyl/us, which he dedicates to 
the King, 282; his poverty, 285; be- 
seeches the Kirk to relax his excommu- 
nication, which is done, 290; his re- 
cantation, ib. ; his death, 293. 

Admission to benefices, 106, 15], 194, 
409. 

Admonition, private, 398 ; from the mini- 
sters of Edinburgh to the King, 518— 
522. 

Advice of Commissioners of Provincial 
Synods as to Union with England, 
DOW 

ZHstimators of ‘ valor” of teinds, 338. 

Agnus Dei and Popish reliques, &c., 617. 

Aischrologie, 350. 

Alie (Elie) in Fife, 253. 

Alms-houses, 191. 

Alnwick, 172, 227. 

Altarages, 112, 190. 
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Altar Verses, Mr Andrew Melvill’s, 682, 
683. 

Ambitus, Crimen, 348, 541. 

Anderson, Richard, 23. 

Mr Thomas, minister at Moxtrose, 
22, 38. 

Andrez, Jacobus, 759. 

Andrews, Dr, Bishop of Exeter, 663. 

Anglical Bishopries, 441, 471. 

Angus, Arechibaid, ‘‘ The Guid” Earl of, 
put in ward benorth Tay, 116; rises 
in arms, and occupies Stirling, 165; 
flees to England, 166, 170; in New- 
castle, 171, 173; his character, 185; 
returns to Scotland, 223, 225, 267. 

William, Earl of, sends secret dis- 

patches to Spain, for which he is im- 

prisoned, 306; escapes, 307; is ex- 

communicated, 310, 755. 

and Mernes, Superintendent of, 

14, 18. 

Synod of, aceepts of a Constant 
Moderator, 715. 

Animadversions of Offences conceived on 
Acts of Parliament made in 1584, 
229-238; the King’s Declaration as 
to these Acts, 239-243; the Commis- 
sioners for the Kirk’s Supplication, ib. 
244, 

Annexation, Act of, 260. 

Annexations, 332, 333. 

Annuals, 112, 190. 

Anstruther, Captain Robert, uncle to the 
Laird of, recants Popery, 81; dies, 
leaving 2000 merks to the parish of 
Kilrenny, ib. 

—— Burn, 331}. 

John, (reader at Kilrenny,) 9. 

—— Laird of, 6, 8, 9, 264. 

parish of, 3, 4, 11, 141; vessel 

captured by English pirate, 257; ta- 

ken, 258; pirates hanged, 259, 276. 

Easter, 5, 8. 

Wester, 5, 260. 

Antedates and long tacks, 339. 

Apocalypse, King James VI. writes on, 
260; profane remark of James VI. 
661; Mr Brightman’s Commentaries, 
785. 

Apology for the ministers of Edinburgh, 
1596, leaving. their flocks, 374-386 ; 
to the King, 518-522; for the pri- 
soners in Blackness, 593, et seq. 

Apparel, gorgeous, 350; laws relative 
to, 781. 
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Appeal to Superior Judicatories, 400. 

Aratus’ Astrology taught at St An- 
drews, 49. 

Arbroath, Lord of, flees to England, 58 ; 
marries the Countess of Cassils, ib. 

Arbrothe, 302. 

Arbuthnot, Alexander, (Principal of the 
University of Aberdeen,) reforms that 
college, 53, 55, 78, 121, 125; his 
death, 139; his epitaph, 140. 

Archdeacons, 106. 

Archery practised and encouraged, 17. 

Archesoune, James, 707. 

Ardianus, 439. 

Argyle, Bishop of, Andrew Boyd, one of 
the High Commission, 788, 

Earl of, 76; defeats the Earl of 
Huntly at Glenrinnes, 318, 664. 

Ayristotle’s Philosophy taught, 25, 30, 
39, 49; “ absurdum est dicere errasse 
Aristotelem,” 67 ; the Regents of Phi- 
losophy at St Andrews quarrel with 
Mr Andrew Melvill for confuting Aris- 
totle, 123. 

Arithmetic, by Ramus, taught, 49, 54. 

Armada, ‘‘ The Invincible” Spanish, 260; 
wrecked on the coast of Scotland, &c., 
261; Jan Gomes de Medina, the Spa- 
nish Admiral, arrives in a miserable 
state at Anstruther, 262; his confer- 
ence with Mr James Melvill, ib., 263, 
361. 

Arnot, John, commissary-clerk of St An- 
drews, 127. 

Arran, Countess of, 222. 

Earl of. See Stewart, James. 

Arrol. See Errol. 

Arthour, Jaques, slain in a tumult at St 
Andrews, 273. 

Mr John, 275; one of the High 
Commission, 788. 

Articles of Perth, 1596, and Answers, 
406409 ; proponed to the Synods by 
the King, 627 ; to be answered by Mr 
Andrew Melvill, &c. 667, 668; at 
Falkland, 778. 

Ashley, Sir Anthony, 689, 691], 692. 

Assembly, the General, held at St An- 
drews, 31 ; in August 1574, 47 ; meets 
at Edinburgh, 52; passes resolutions 
against the bishops, 53 ; again, 55, 56, 
59; convenes at Edinburgh, abolishes 
the name of Bishop, and approves of 
the Policy, 61; at Stirling, 63 ; again, 
77 ; manner of proceeding therein, 79 ; 
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held at Dundee, abolishes Bishops, 80 ; 
convenes at Glasgow, and ratifies the 
Book of Policy, 86; at Edinburgh, 
118; at St Andrews and Edinburgh, 
128 ; gives forth the “ Greiffes of the 
Kirk,” 129; at Edinburgh, 135; again, 
after the Raid of Ruthven, 136; power 
of Assemblies, 150 ; convenes at Edin- 
burgh, and renews the Covenant, 353 ; 
held at Perth, where the King’s Ar- 
ticles are discussed and answered, 
406; difference between the Kirk’s 
General Assembly and the King’s, 
412; meets at Dundee, 414; its pro- 
ceedings, 415; again at Dundee, 439 ; 
prorogated, 443 ; meets at Montrose, 


ath 


Bacwuetor Art, the laureation at Univer- 
sities celebrated by banqueting, plays, 
&e. 28. 

Baine, Bishop of, what, 781. 

Balecanquall, Mr Walter, minister at 
Edinburgh, 52, 79, 119, 145; protests, 
in the name of the Kirk, against the 
acts of Parliament, 167; withdraws 
to England, 170, 218, 221 ; returns to 
Scotland, 223, 301; again flees to 
England, 374, 385, 517, 553, 624, 
802. 

Baldowy, the family property of the Mel- 
vills, 14, 23, 38, 45, 48, 50. 

Balduinus, Professor of Law, 39. 

Balefire. See Bonfire. 

Balfour, Mr James, 18, 19; minister of 
Edinburgh, 48; minister at Guthrie, 
marries Barbara Melvill, the author's 
youngest sister, 53, 78, 218, 221, 301, 
874, 385, 517; is invited to Parlia- 
ment, July 1606, at Perth, 687 ; goes 
to London, 644; interview with King 
at Hampton Court, 653, 659; to be 
with Bishop of Norwich, 678; Bishop 
of Orkney sent to him, 688 ; signs sup- 
plication to Council of England, 697 ; 
charged to ward at Cockburnspath, 
709, 

Laird of, 259. 

of Montwhanie, Michael, 304. 

William, “the Mansemoungar,” 
323. 

Ballads, by Sempill the poet, 22. 

Ballandein, Mr James, Commissary of 











809 


468; its proceedings there, 469; at 
Burntisland, 490. 

Assemblies, nature and kinds of, 97; 
who may vote in General, 396. 

Astrology taught, 49. 

Astronomy taught at St Andrews, 28. 

Athalia, Mary Queen of Scots thus named 
by Andrew Melvill, &c. 161, 191. 

Athanasius, 376. 

Atheists, 348. 

Athercape-wobbes, what, 188. 

Atholl, Earl of, 76. 

earthquake felt at, 420. 

Auchmoutie, Mr David, 245. 

Augustinus, Consul, 570. 

Azill, what, 196. 





Edinburgh, one of the High Commis- 
sion, 788. 

Ballanden, (Bannatyne,) Richard, secre- 
tary to John Knox, 33. 

Ballantyne, (Bannatyne,) Mr Adam, 760; 
one of the Conference at Falkland, 
770. 

Balmanno, Laird of, 701. 

Balmerino, Lord. See Elphingstoune. 
Balmfurde, Mr, shows kindness to the 
Scottish ministers in London, 710. 

Balvaird, Laird of, 701. 

Bancroft, Richard. See Canterbury. 

Band, the General, 300, 304. 

Banning and swearing, fines for, 183, 
349, 

Barlo, Dr, Bishop of Rochester, 653, 
678, 679, 739. 

Bartas, Guiliaum Salust, Seignior du, ar- 
rives in Scotland, 253 ; visits, with the 
King, the University of St Andrews, 
ib.; Mr Andrew Melvill lectures ex 
tempore, ib.; the Archbishop follows, 
254 ; then the King, ib.; his opinion, 
2573 

Bartholomeus, 569. 

Bartholomew’s Eve, Massacre of, 44, 75, 
160. 

Basilicon Doron, written by King James 
VI., 444. 

Basilius’s Epistle, 47. 

Bath and Wells, Bishop of, (Dr Monta- 
gue,) 753. 

Batons for fencing, (broadsword and cud- 
gelling ?) 17. 
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Battles, fields, fights, &c; Carberry, 17 ; 
“ Bourde” of Brechin, 27 ; Crabstane, 
28; Pinkie, 38; Corrichie, 743, 
&e. 

Beatie, John, Reader at Montrose, 22. 

Beaton, Archibald, Commissary of Glas- 
gow, 64. 

Beddels, 1138. 

Beggars, vagabond, 361. 

Belgians, &c. students at St Andrews, 
42, 43, 47, 418. 

Bell, Mr John, one of the ministers of 
Glasgow, one of the High Commis- 
sion, 789. 

Bellarmine, Cardinal, 766, 767. 

Benefices, 151; disposition of, 332; dis- 
solution of, 337 ; dilapidation of, 350. 

Bent-grass, strewed on floors, in place of 
carpets, 21. 

Berwick, 44, 218. 

Mr Andrew Melvili escapes to 
town of, 144; Mr James Melvill also 
escapes thither in an open boat, 169, 
170. 

Beza, Theodore, of Geneva, 41; procures 
Andrew Melvill the professorship of 
Latin in the College at Geneva, ib. ; 
his commendation of Melvill to Kirk of 
Scotland, 42; writes to Melvill, 51; 
Lord Chancellor Glammis writes to Be- 
za, 55; his confession, ib. ; sends his 
Treatise De Triplici Episcopatu to 
Scotland, ib. ; writes letter of thanks 
for contribution made in Scotland for 
Geneva, 265; letter to Knox, 481, 
139. 

Biggar, Mr Thomas, minister at King- 
horn, 302, 303. 

Bigom, Dr, Bishop of Norwich, 678. 

Bilsoun, Dr, Bishop of Winchester, 678 ; 
his Treatise on Perpetual Government, 
758. 

Biotick, what, 331. 

Birnie, Mr William, minister of Lanark, 
one of the High Commission, 788. 

Birth, monstrous, near Falkland, 525. 

Bishops, “ Tulchain,” what, 31,48; the 
name and office declared by the Gene- 
ral Assembly to be common to all pas- 
tors, 55; the title and authority abo- 
lished, 62; withdraw themselves from 
the General Assemblies, 77; the office 
abolished, 80, 938-95, 107, 108, 212, 
434; name, if to be permitted, 459 ; 
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re-established, 489; title of “ Lord” 
given to, 460; discussion as to, 556 ; 
restored, 641; protest against, ib. ; 
proposed to be Constant Moderators 
over their Synods, &c. 687, 760; liable 
to be deprived with consent of the 
King, 795; not eligible under forty 
years of age, ib. 

Bishops, English, 281. 

Black, Mr David, minister at St An- 
drews, 293, 308, 310; accused of se- 
dition, 323; declines the King’s judi- 
catory, 324, 328, 329, 353, 354, 358 ; 
released from ward, 387, 389, 414, 
417; deposed, 419, 509; his declina- 
ture, 510, 516. 

Mr George, minister at St An- 

drews, 126. 

Parliament, the, 28 ; Regent Len- 
nox slain, ib. 

Blackburn, Mr Archibald, minister of 
Aberdeen, 561, 573. 

Patrick, (Peter,) professor in Glas- 
gow College, 48, 54, 63; minister at 
Aberdeen, 67, 302, 434; made Bishop 
of Aberdeen, 469, 489, 561. 

Blackfriars, London, 690. 

Blackness, Castle of, 71; Mr Andrew 
Melvill ordered to wardin, 143 ; escapes 
to England, 144, 215 ; ministers ward- 
ed there, 575; Apology for the Pri- 
soners there, 593, et seq. ; proceed- 
ings against them, 612; their Suppli- 
cation, 613 ; their declinature of Privy 
Courcil, 615. 

Blackwell, G., Popish Archpriest, 766. 

Blakwhean, Laird of, 301. 

Blanks, Spanish, 306, et seq: 

Blantyre, Prior of, 508. 

Lord, Walter, 619, 685; one of 
the High Commission, 788. 

Blasphemy, 100, 349. 

Blythe, Mr David, minister, Kirkeud- 
bright, 302. 

Bodin’s Method of History, 46, 

Bodwarts, what, 376. 

Body, Gilbert, “a drunken Orkney ass,” 
440. 

Boid, (Boyd,) Alexander, his rebellious 
conduct at Glasgow College, 69; de- 
serts the College, 70; assaults Mr 
James Melvill, ib. ; is forced to apolo- 
gise, 72. 

Lord, obtains the temporality of 
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the bishoprick of Glasgow, 47; his 
cousin’s misconduct, 69, et seq. 

Boid, Master of, intromits with the bi- 
shop-rents of Glasgow, 47. See 
Boyd. 

Bonaventura, Cornelius, Professor of He- 
brew, &c. in Geneva, 42. 

Bonfire (or balefire) on the birth of King 
James VI., 18. 

Boniface VIIL., Pope, 734; saying re- 
garding him, ‘b. 

Bonitone, 37. 

Laird of, his cffers, 385. 

Book of Policy. See Policy. 

Border theft, 190, 400. 

Borders, East and West, ravaged .by 
English after murder of Regent Mo- 
ray, 27. 

Bothwell, Francis, Earl of, marches with 
the Confederated Lords to St Ninian’s, 
223; they besiege Stirling, &c., ib. ; 
he raises men to proceed to the Isles, 
276 ; oppresses the people on the East 
coast, ib. ; makes public repentance at 
Edinburgh, 277 ; attempts to seize the 
King, 294; loses the King’s favour, 
ib. ; appears in arms at Leith, &c., 
314; is forfaulted and outlawed, ibs 
joins the Papist lords, 326. 

Bourde of Brechin, 27. 

Bourdeaux, 39. 

Bow, near London, Mr Andrew Melvill 
resides there, 706. 

and arrows, practice with, encou- 
raged, 17. 

Bowes, Robert, the English ambassador, 
60, 226, 278, 281, 319. 

Boyd, Mr James, Bishop of Glasgow, 
44, 47, 55. 

Andrew, Bishop of Argyll, 788. 
See Boid. 

Brahe, Ticho, 569, 570. 

Braid, Laird of, 84. 

Bramhill, Peter, a French rope-dancer, 
487, n. 

Breachin, 302. 

Breadalbane, earthquake at, 420, 525. 

Brechin Castle, besieged and taken by the 
Earl of Lennox from the Earl of Hunt- 
ly, 27; this exploit called “‘ the Bourde 
of Breachine,” ib. 

Bishop of, (Alexander Campbell,) 

42, 43, 47; Andrew Lamb, one of the 

High Commission, 787, 788; goes 
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to Court after the Glasgow Assembly, 
in 1610, 808. 

Bribery, 400. 

Bridges, building and repairing, 
342, 361. 

— the King’s, to Pope Paulus V. 

66. 

Brightman, Mr, his Commentaries on the 
Apocalypse, 785. 

Briumas, Mestelenus, 570. 

Broome, (Brown?) Mr Gilbert, Abbot of 
New Abbay, 66; imprisoned one night 
at Blackness, as a Papist, 616 ; taken to 
Edinburgh Castle, and allowed to de- 
part with his mass-clothes, &c., 617, 
765. 

Brown, Thomas, (Reader at Orwell ?) 
553. 

Bruce of Arthe, 147; his second son 
was Mr Robert Bruce, minister, ib. 
Mr Robert, minister of Edinburgh, 
39,n.; accompanies Mr Andrew Mel- 
vill when cited before King and Coun- 
cil, 142; his birth and education, 147, 
165, 267, 268; preaches at St An- 
drows, 254 ; refuses to be successor to 
Mr James Bawitnt 255 ; his ministry, 
271 ; appointed one of the Privy Coun- 
cil in the absence of the King in Den- 
mark, 277, 300, 301; withdraws to 
England, 374; restored, and minister 
of Edinburgh, 4192; his banishment, 
489,517, 549; confined at Inverness, 
640; supplication of General Assem- 

bly to have him restored, 684, 761. 

Buchanan, George, 17; master or pre- 
ceptor to James VI., 80, 45; his 
Psalms, 46; publishes his History of 
Scotland, 120; his death, 121, 313. 

Thomas, schoolmaster at Stirling, 
48, 120, 121; provost of Kirkheuch, 
St Andrews, 122; minister of Ceres, 
ib.; marries Mr Robert Hamilton’s 
widow, 123, 267, 303, 386; his ad- 
dress to the King, 409, 410, 415, 
419, 436, 442; his rudeness to An- 
drew Melvill, 436; his death, 438; 
rules the presbytery of Cupar, 441, 
528. 

Bull given to Archbishop of St Andrews 
by the King, as Head of the Church, 
187, 194. 

Bumbarts, what, 188. 

Burghs, Scotish, Letter from King James 


115, 
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VI. craving aid from the Army of the 
North, 321. 

Burley, Laird of, oppresses St Andrews, 
313; accuses Mr David Black of sedi- 

~tion, 325, 329. 

Burlie,; Lord, 781; gets Abbacy of Kil- 
winning, ib. 


G 


Cmsar taught at St Andrews, &c., 46. 

Caithness, Bishop of, Alexander Forbes, 
489, 758; one of Conference at Falk- 
land, 771; one of the High Commis- 
sion, 787. ; 

Earl of, 797. 

Presbytery of, 758. 

Caldcleuch, John, (minister of Abdie,) 
master in St Andrews College, de- 
posed, 123; quarrels Andrew Melvill, 
ik.; flees to England, 218; presents 
Archbishop Adamson’s recantation, 
290, 308, 314. 

Calderwoode, Laird of, 310. 

Calvin, 22; his Catechism, ib.; his In- 
stitutions, 55, 667, 766, 801. 

Cam (Khan) of Tartary, 381. 

Cambuskinnell, (Cambuskenneth, ) Abbot 
of, with the Scotish Lords at Berwick, 
197. 

Campbell, Alexander, Bishop of Brechin, 
42, 43, 47. 

Campvere, Conservator of Scotish Pri- 
vileges at, 717, and n. 

Canon Law, 112. 

Canterbury, Archbishop of, 153; (Rich- 
ard Bancroft,) 645, 658, 672, 677, 
679,692; his interview with Mr James 
Melvill, 698-700; his death, 804. 

Capringtoun, Laird of, 608. 

Car, George, seized, with secret dis- 
patches (‘‘the Spanish Blanks”) to 
Spain from the Popish Lords, 306, et 
seq. 

Carell. See Craill. 

Caridine, Laird of, (Sir James Forrester, 
Koight,) 623. 

Carmen Mosis, by Mr Andrew Melvill, 
63; his Carmina Sybillina lost, ib. 

Carmichaell, James, (minister of Cleish ?) 
agent for the Kirk, 301. 

Mr John, minister, 489, 542; is 

written to attend Parliament, July 

1606, at Perth, 637; at St Andrews, 
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Burntisland, 280 ; Conference of, 489’ 
General Assembly there, 490; Synod 
of Fife held at, 582, 592, 709. 

Bursars, 112. 

Butricht, (Buchridge,) Dr, 657. 

Butter, Patrick, 553. 


642, et seq. ; at Conference at Hamp- 
ton Court, 660, 674; to be with Arch- 
bishop of York, (Dr Mathew,) 678; is 
permitted to return home, 709, 760; 
one of Conference at Falkland, 770. 

Carmury, in Fife, 253. 

Carnbee, 259. 

Carnegie of Kinnaird, Sir David, one of 
the High Commission, 788. 

Carnegy, Mr David, 508. 

Carpentarius, Professor of Hebrew, 39. 

Carrs and Homes attend King James 
VI. at Convention, January 1596-7, 
383. 

Cassander’s Rhetoric, 25. 

Cassillis, Countess of, marries Lord Ar- 
broath, 18. 

Ear] of, John, one of the High Com- 
mission, 788. 

Catche, hand and racket, game of, 30. 

Catchpull, (catche-peill or rackets,) game 
of, 30. 

Catechiser, office of, 95. 

Catechism, by Mr James Melvill, 12; 
published, 443; Calvin’s, 22, 32, 195. 

taught in the schools, 16 ; expound- 
ed, 182 ; to children and servants, 361. 

Cathedrals, 109. 

Catherine de Medicis, Queen-Mother of 
France, dies, 264. 

Causes of the Fast, in Fife, 585. 

Cautions (caveats) as to vote in Par- 
liament, 5388-542; broken, 639, 685, 
726, 773. 

Cawdoun. See Cowdon. 

Celibacy of Popish Clergy, 451. 

Cellardykes, in Fife. See Silverdyk. 

Censure of ministers, 348. 

Censures, Kirk, 399, 

Chacker, Exchequer, 217, 305, 334, 
339, 345. 

Chair of Veritie, (the pulpit,) 790. 

Chaldaic, taught at St Andrews, 32, 49. 

Chaplainries, 335, 337. 
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Chapters, 106, 107, 108, 109, 339. 

Charge against the ministers, 513. 

Charles 1X., King of France, massacre of 
the Protestants by, 44; his death, ib. ; 
an epigram on, ib. 

Charteris, Henry, burgess of Edinburgh, 
268. 

Robert, King’s printer, 613. 

Chirography taught at St Andrews, 49, 

Chisholme, Sir James, excommunicated, 
310. 

Christisone, Mr William, minister of Dun- 
dee, 38, 55, 302. 

Chronology taught, 49. 

Church Government, 152. 

Cicero taught, 17, 49. 

Civil and Ecclesiastical Policy, 88, &c. 

Clappertoun, Mr John, minister, Hutton, 
302, 528, 529, 731. 

Clark, Robert, burgess of Montrose, 
16. 








Mr William, minister at Aber- 
erombie, &c., 3, 128; dies, 1393 his 
epitaphs, 140. 

Clayhill, Mr Andrew, minister at Jed- 
burgh, 302. 

Clement VIII., Pope, 767. 

Clenard’s Greek Grammar, 46. 

Clerks of Assemblies, 113. 

Club, golf, 17. 

Clydesdale devastated by English after the 
murder of Regent Moray, 27. 

** Coals to Newcastle,” a proverb, 163. 
Cockburn of Clerkingtoun, Sir Richard, 
one of the High Commission, 788. 

Cokalandis, what, 781, and x. 

Coldingham Bay, 170. 

Collace, William, professor in St Leo- 
nard’s College, 24, 25, 26; his death, 
51. 

Collation of benefices, 194. 

Collectors, 113. 

Colleges, order to be observed, 95. 
Universities. 

Colloquies, ecclebrated, cited by Mr 
James Melvill, 739. 

Colt, Mr Adam, invited to attend Par- 
liament, July 1606, at Perth, 637 ; at 
Conferenee at Hampton Court, 660; 
to be with Bishop of Salisbury, 678 ; 
signs supplication to Council of Eng- 
land, 697; charged to confine himself 
to Musselburgh, 709. 

Colvin, Mr John, minister, (of Culross ?) 


See 
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26; play made on his marriage, per- 
formed in presence of John Knox, &c. 
27; his apostacy, 65. 

Comet, a large, appeared for two months, 
58 ; its supposed effects, ib. 

Commendators, 106. 

Commission, General, 528 ; the Common, 
749. 

Commissioners, appointed by the Gene- 
ral ssembly, to frame the Policy of 
the Kirk, 55; nominated to watch the 
machinations of the Papists, 268; of 
the General Assembly to meet at Cu- 
par, 369; and at Edinburgh, 372; of 
the Kirk seek to vote in Parliament, 
435; side with the King, 439. 

Common Prayer used in schools, 16; in 
Churches every morning, 27 ; twice a 
day, 183. 

Conclusions and Heads of the Policy, 
87-116; misrepresented by Archbishop 
Adamson, 148; Mr Andrew Melvill’s 
letter in refutation, 154-164; as to 
vote in Parliament, 538-542. 

Confederate Lords, rise in arms and oc- 
cupy Stirling, 165; dispersed and flee 
to England, 166; return to Scotland, 
and besiege the King in Stirling castle, 
who capitulates, 223; received into 
the King’s favour, and neglect the in- 
terest of the Kirk, 225. 

Conference at Burntisland, 489. 

at Falkland, ministers’ Offers, 735; 

conditions, 736; Mr James Melvill’s 

letters to the brethren, 739-746 ; ar- 
ticles, 746-748 ; copy of the Conference 

at Falkland, 770-780. 

at Hampton Court, 554; a tract 

by Bishop Barlow so called, 679. 

at Holyrood betwixt the Kirk and 

the King, 446; its proceedings, ib., 

et seq.; broken off by the King, 461; 

at the General ssembly in Montrose, 

468; its proceedings and arguments, 

470, et seq. 

of Kirks and Brethren, 100. 

at Leith, 31; at Holyroodhouse, 
446; at Falkland, 443, et seg. ; at 
Montrose, 470. 

Confession, Augustan, ratified at Mag- 
deburg, 57; commissioners sent from 
Scotland, ib. 

of Faith, 268. 

the King’s, 87, 558, 606, 646, 
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Conservator of Scotish Privileges in the 
Low Countries, 717. 

Consistories, 192. 

Conspiracy, the Popish, of the Spanish 
Blanks, 806, et seg. See Gowrie, 
Gunpowder Plot, &c. 

Constant Moderators. 

Plat. See Plat. ‘ 

or Constantine, Mr Patrick, 31, 
32, &e. See Adamson. 

Continental Churches, Archb. Adamson 
industriously misrepresents discipline, 
&e. of the Kirk of Scotland, 148; Mr 
Andrew Melvill’s letter refuting him, 
154-164. 

Contribution for the exiled members of 
the French Church, 55. 

Contumacy, what, 399. 

Convention of the Estates, held at Stir- 
ling, 59; at Perth, at which the Griefs 
of the Kirk were presented, 129; at 
Edinburgh, 1592, proceedings of, 299- 
806; at Falkland, when the Papist 
Lords were recalled from banishment, 
368; meet at Edinburgh, and enact 
severe laws against the Kirk, 383. 

Conventions. See Edinburgh, Falkland, 
Linlithgow, &c. &e. 

Convents, 108. 

Cornwall, Mr Robert, (minister of Lin- 
lithgow,) 798. 

Corrichie, Field of, 743. 

Corruptions and abuses in the Kirk, 106, 
186-193, 225; enormities and cor- 
ruptions of the ministry, 347-351. 

Corsbey, Mr, shows kindness to Scotish 
ministers in London, 710. 

Corse, Laird of. See Forbes. 

Couper, (Cowper,) Mr William, minister 
at Perth, 528, 758, 759; one of Con- 
ference at Falkland, 770; preaches 
before its dismissal, 780, 802. 

Covenant of the Kirk renewed in the Ge- 
neral Assembly at Edinburgh, 346; in 
the Synod of Fife, 353; in the Pres- 


See Moderator. 








Dattt1s, the, Teviotdale, &c., 758. 

Dalgleish, Mr Nicol, minister of Pitten- 
weem, 5; regent at St Andrews, 26, 
76 ; accused of treason, and acquitted, 
218, 267. 

Dalkeith, King and Council there, 129, 
260; Presbytery of, 300, 686. 














INDEX. 


bytery of St Andrews, 360 ; heads of 
the Covenant, 362; renewed in the 
General Assembly at Burntisland, 494. 
Covenant, Sum of the Doctrine of the, 
362-367. 

Cowdon or Coldin, Mr Jokn, minister of 
Kinross, 718, 720. 

Cowdounknows, Laird of, made Captain 
of Edinburgh Castle, 225. : 

Cowy, village of, Mr James Melvill’s ser- 
vant dies of fatigue there, 319. 

Crabstean, Battle of, 28. 

Craig, Mr John, King’s minister, 55, 80, 
198; his prophetic judgment on the 
Earl of Arran, ib., 228, 229, 267, 608. 

Thomas, advocate, 267, 268, 619. 

Craigiehall, Laird of, (Henry Stewart,) 
623. 

Craill or Carell, 141, 168, 276. 

Cramby, Mr Andrew, minister, 302. 

Cranstoun, Mr Michael, 517. 

Mr William, (minister of Falk- 
land?) 716; Moderator of Synod of 
Fife, 717; his firm conduct, ib., 718. 

Crawford, Earl of, 223. 

Crimen ambitus, 348, 541. 

Cromarty, 261. 

Firth, earthquake felt at, 420, 525. 

Tutor of, 373. 

Cross, fiery, sent round, 376, x. 

Crugorius, Petrus, 569. 

Cuningham, Alexander, nephew of Lord 
Boyd, assaults James Melvill, 70; for 

’ which he is tried, ib. ; summoned be- 
fore the King and Council, who ratify 
the decree of the magistrates, 71; 
humbles himself, ib., 72, 84. 

Mr David, subdean of Glasgow, 

55, 56; made Bishop of Aberdeen, 57; 

his miserable end, ib., 58, 75. 

Mr David, minister at Aberdeen, 
302, 

—— Mr Samuel, secretary to Arch- 
bishop Adamson, 292, 








Dancing, 100, 350. 

Danes, &c., Students at St Andrews, 
42, 43, 47, 418. 

Dangers threatening religion, 265. 

Daniel, John Knox lectures on prophe- 
cies of, in St Andrews, 26. 

Darnley, Henry, his marriage with Queen 
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Mary, 17; his murder at the Kirk of 
Field, ib. 

Darrouche, Mr Robert, minister at Ha- 
milton, 302. 

Darsie, Laird of, deprived of the pro- 
vostship of, St Andrews, for which he 
invades thé town, 313; re-elected, 
329. 

Davidson, Mr Duncan, minister, 302. 

Mr James, minister in Wigtoun, 

302. 

Mr John, regent in St Leonard’s 

College, 26 ; makes a play on the mar- 

riage of Mr John Colvin, 27; writes a 

satire against Regent Morton, for which 

he is banished, 28; vision seen by him, 

59; attends the Regent at his death, 

117; pastor to the Scots nobles at 

Neweastle, 172; resigns in favour of 

Mr James Melvill, ib., 242, 301; renews 

the Covenant, 352, 357, 437 ; exhorts 

the Synod of Fife against the Bishops, 

353; protests against the conclusion 

of the Assembly at Dundee, as to mi- 

nisters voting in Parliament, 440, 5305. 

Mr John, minister at Hamilton, his 

vision regarding the castle of Hamil- 

ton, 59. 

Mr William, 573. 

Davie, ‘‘ Seingnour.” See Riccio. 

Deacons, or Distributors, office of, 91, 
102, 106, 113, 15), 152, 183; if for 
life? 394. 

Dear, (Deer,) parish of, 302 

Dearth in Scotland, great, 367. 

Decatesserad, verses on the Trojan horse, 
437. 

Declaration, the King’s, as to the Acts 
of Parliament 1584, 239-243; the 
Kirk’s supplication, 243, 244, 292. 

Declinature by Mr David Black, 510; 
by imprisoned ministers, of Privy Coun- 
cil’s jurisdiction, 615. 

Demetrius, decree of, 120. 

Denmark, 14; King James VI. marries 
Queen Anne there, 277. 

King of, laws in civil matters, 232. 

Deposition or Deprivation of ministers, 
101, 150, 187, 195, 348; causes of, 
350, 351, 794. 

Deserters of their flock, 94, 391. 

Dewgard, what, 263. 

Diceing, 350. 

Dieppe, 39, 41, 44. 
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Dilapidation of benefices, 350. 

Dioclesian, 177. 

Diodorus Siculus, 120. 

Discipline, 97 ; heads of, misrepresented 
by Archbishop of St Andrews, 148; 
Mr Andrew Melvill’s refutation, 154— 
164; Order of, for Scots Lords at 
Newcastle, 181-184. 

Book of, 288. 

Disposition of benefices, 332. 

Dissolution of benefices, 337. 

Distributors, office of. See Deacons. 

Dixain, verses by Mr James Melvill, 
501. 

Dix-huitaine, verses on the earthquake, 
420, 

Doctor, office of, 91, 95; his duties, ib., 
97, 110, 118, 149; have they vote in 
Presbyteries ? 395. 

Doig, Mr John, colleague of Mr James 
Melvill at Kilrynnie, 7. 

Don, Dr, Bishop of Peterborough, 678. 

Dowglas, Mr Alexander, 528, 549. 

minister of Elgin, 302. 

Mr Archibald, minister, Peebles, 
302. 

—— Sir George, 314. 

of Parkhead, George, with Scotish 

Lords at Berwick, 197. 

of Lochleven, 267. 

James, slays the Earl of Arran, 

note, 199. 

Mr John, provost of the New Col- 

lege, St Andrews, 26; made Arch- 

bishop of St Andrews, 31; his death, 

47. 











> 

















Mr Thomas, (minister of Balme- 
rino ?) 386. 

Downane, Dr, Dean of Lambeth, 753. 

Dreams, importance attached to, 50, 51, 
64, 

Drumwhassill, Laird of, executed, 198. 

Drunkenness, 349, 350. 

Drury, English Ambassador, incursion by 
him; Clydesdale, Hamilton, &c., de- 
stroyed for murder of Regent Moray, 
27. 

Dryburgh, Abbot of, with Scotish Lords 
at Berwick, 197. 

Duff, Mr James, minister, 302. 

Dumbarton Castle taken, and Archbishop 
of St Andrews (Hamilton) hanged, 27. 

Dumblane, 302. 

Bishop of, George, 787. 
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Dunfries, 302. 

Dunbar, 169. 

Earl of, 576; Letter to, ib.; an- 
other, 579; sent down to try impri- 
soned ministers, &c, 618, 633, 664, 
675, 709, 748, 755, 761, 769; pre- 
sides over Conference at Falkland, 
770, et seq.; 787, 792, 796 ; his death, 
804. 

Duncan, Mr Andrew, minister at Craill, 
124, 572; warded in Blackness Cas- 
tle, 575, 598, 616; is banished from 
Scotland, 669. 

Duncanson, Mr John, King’s minister, 
55, 80, 198, 301, 528. 

Dundas of that Ilk, David, one of the 
High Commissioners, 788. 

Dundee, Mr James Melvill invited to be 
minister, 6; resides there, 37; Gene- 
ral Assembly, 1580, there, 80 ; act ot, 
87; Earl of Gowrie taken there, and 
beheaded at Stirling, 166; the plague 
there, 222; provost of, 276; Assem- 
bly, 1596, there, 374; again, 414; 
General Assembly, 439, 526, 530. 

Dunfermline, Parliament at, on account of 
plague, 226; Provost shuts the gates 
against the General Assembly, ib. ; his 
remarkable death, ib. ; Synod at, 488. 

Abbot and Commendator of, (Ro- 

bert Pitcairn,) 35. 

Earl of, Alexander, 787. 
Dunibirsall, murder of ‘‘the Bonny Earl” 
of Moray, 294, 313, 379, 407, 431. 
Dunipace, Laird of, (John Livingstone, ) 

625, 626. 
Dunkeld, 302. 
Bishop of, James Paton, 32 ; James 
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EartTuQuake, an, felt through the north- 
ern parts of Scotland, 420; its sup- 
posed coincidence with the story of 
Uzziah, ib. ; lines on it, 525, 

Eclipse of the sun, 438 ; its portents, ib. ; 
verses on, ib , 439, 525. 


Ecclesiastical and civil policy, 83, &e. 


See Policy. 

Edgertoun, Lord, Lord High Chancellor 
of England, 681. 

Edinburgh, Mr James Melvill invited to 
be minister at, 6; war between Leith 
and, 27; ministers relieved after Ar- 


Nicolson, 702, 760; one of the Con4 
ference at Falkland, 771. See Nicol- 
son. 

Dunn, Laird of. See Erskine. 

Dunse, 302. 

Synod of, 735. ; 

Duretus, Professor of Medicine, 39. 

Durham, (Duresm,) Dr James, Bishop of, 
proposed to receive Mr James Mel- 
vill, 678; correspondence as to this, 
689-694. 

Durie, Mr John, minister at Leith, visits 
John Knox at St Andrews, 32; at- 
tends Laird of Grange on the scaffold, 
36; transported to Edinburgh, 52; 
his character, 78, 84 ; attends Regent 
Morton at his death, 117, 121, 128; 
accused, 129; suspended, 130; ba- 
nished Edinburgh, ib.; restored, 134; 
again banished, 188; narrowly escapes ' 
drowning, 139; in ward at Montrose, 
ib.; at Brechin, 302 ; his death, 462; . 
his last moments, ib., 463 ; seven epi- 
taphs, with translations, by Mr Andrew 
Melvill, 464-468. 

Mr Robert, minister at Anstru- 
ther, 4,5, 148, 227, 251, 252, 253, 
386, 571, 572; warded in Blackness 
Castle, 575, 598, 616; is banished from 
Scotland, 669, 670. 

Dykes, Mr Jobn, minister at Kilrenny, 
writes against the King’s Basilicon 
Doron, for which he is deposed, 444 ; 
restored, 488, 720. 

Dyonisius’ geography taught, 49. 

Dysart, salt to, a proverb, 162; Synod of 
Fife held at, 714, et seg. ; again, 716. 








ran’s disgrace, 134; Mr John Durie 
brought home in triumph, ib. ; plague 
there, 222; great rains, ib. ; Conven- 
tion of 1592, proceedings of, 299- 
306 ; of 1593, 310; King James VI. 
applies for aid to army of the North, 
821; Apology for ministers leaving 
their flocks, 374-383; magistrates 
bound not to receive them again with- 
out the King’s consent, 884 ; Court of 
Session removed to Perth, &c., 385 ; 
ministers reponed to their places, 387 ; 
tumult, 517; denounced rebels, 522 ; 
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ministers restored, 543; again over- 
thrown, ib. ; plague at, 575 ; banished 
ministers sail from Scotland, 669, e¢ seq. 

Edinburgh Castle, a play performed be- 
fore John Knox, &c., when the Castle 
was besieged, &c., 27; Captain of, John 
Knox’s prophecies against him, 33- 
36; English army at siege of, 35; 
surrenders, ib. ; the Captain hanged, 
36; Earl of Morton putin ward, 116; 

beheaded, 117; Earl of Angus escapes 
from, 307. 

Ministers of, Pantahet 26; their 
character, 78; flee to England, 167; 
return to Scotland, 223; withdraw 
from Edinburgh, 374; Declaration of 
the causes of their flight, ib.; se- 
vere laws passed’ against them, 383 ; 
restored, 415; refuse to declare from 
pulpit the King’s account of the Gowrie 
Conspiracy, 486; for which they are 
deposed, ib. 

Education, system of, in the schools of 
Montrose, 17, 21; in the University 
of St Andrews, 26; Greek and He- 
brew languages not publicly taught in 
Scotland, 30; Greek first taught in 
Scotland at MYonthase; 39; in the Col- 
lege of Glasgow, 49. 

Edward, Mr Peter, one of the High 
Commission, 788. 

Effigy, hanging in, 27. 

Egberius, 439. 

Felintoun, Master of, feud betwixt him 
and the Earl of Glencairn, 301. 

Elders, Seniores, or Governors of the 
Kirk, 91, 94, 96-101, 111, 113, 1380, 
149, 152, 183; if for life? 394. 

Election to Ecclesiastical offices, 92, 111, 
112, 150, 187, 391. 

Elgin, 302. 

Elie, (Alie,) a sea-port i in Fife, 253. 

Elistone, David, student at St Andrews, 
25; dies insane, 86. 

Elizabeth, Queen of England, sends. let- 
ters to Regent Morton, requesting him 
to send Commissioners from the Kirk 
of Scotland to the Convention of Mag- 





deburg, 57; orders the Confederate _ 


Lords back to Scotland, 222; her 
saying on making a bishop, 449; her 
death, 554. 
Elphingstoun of Blythswood, Sir George, 
one of the High Commission, 788. 
e 
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Elphingstoun, Mr James, Secretary of 
State and President of College of Jus- 
tice, (Lord Balmerinoch,) 508 ; sent 
down to Scotland to be tried, 668 ; 
tried for the alleged forging of two 
Brieves from James VI. to the Pope, 
766-769. 

Elwod, Martin, a Border thief, 21}. 

England, Court of, 226 ; Bishops of, 281 ; 
Scotsmen study there, 314, &e. 

English army, under Mr Drary, devas- 
tates Clydesdale, and the dominions of 
the Hamiltons, for the slaughter of 
Regent Moray, 27; also East and 
West Borders, ib. ; besiege and cap- 
ture Edinburgh Castle, 35; part of 
Spanish Armada wrecked on the coasts 
of England and Scotland, 264. 

Enormities and corruptions of the mini- 
stry, 3847-351. 

Entrapelie, 350. 

Epigrams—on King Charles IX. of 
France, 44; by Mr Andrew Melvill, 
on Lord Chancellor Glammis, 60, 63; 
on dissoluteness of the age, 161; on 
King’s altar, 682, 683 ; on St George’s 
day, 706. 

Episcopacy, arguments against ministers 
having a seat in Parliament, 447, et 
seq.; attempts to restore, 546, et 
seq. 

Episcopatus abolished, 80. 

Episcopo-mastix, a name given Mr An- 
drew Melvill, 52. 

Epitaphs—on Mr William Clark, 140 ; 
on the author’s son, Andrew, 270 ; on 
his daughter, Margaret, 309; seven on 
Mr John Durie, with translations, 
464-468. 

Erasmus, works of, taught at St An- 
drews, 17. 

Erde, Mr William, minister of St Cuth- 
bert’s, 218; his origin and remarkable 
history, ib. 

Erections, 332, 344. 

Errol, Francis Earl of, 223; concerned 
in conspiracy of “the Spanish Blanks,” 
306, et seq. ; excommunicated, 310 ; 
Huntly and his forces go to St John- 
ston, 31], 755. 

Erskine, James, younger of Dun, 14; Mr 
Richard Melvill, his tutor, ib. 

of Dun, John, Superintendent of 

Angus and Mearns, 14, 18, 22; intro- 

3F 





818 


duces the Greek language at Mon- 
trose, 39, 55. 

Erskine, Mr William, 561, 564. 

Escrolles, (escrowelles, or “ the cruels,’”’) 
touching for King’s evil, 657. 

Ethics of Aristotle taught, 49. 

Ethiopic History, Heliodor’s, 84. 

Etymology taught, 17. 

Euclid taught, 49. 

Eugenius, Pope, 297. 

Even-sang, 297. 

Exchequer, (Chacker,) 217. 


Fasricius, Paulus, 569. 

Fair Isle, part of Spanish Armada wreck- 
ed there, 262. 

Falay, 310. 

Falconer, King’s master, his influence 
over King James VI., 250, 251. 

Faldonside, Laird of, 84. 

Falkirk, Convocation of the nobility, 60 ; 
English ambassador, Mr Rob. Bowes, 
conciliates them, ib. 

Falkland, 323; interview between King 
James VI., Mr David Black, and James 
and Andrew Melvill, 324-326; Con- 
vention of Estates there, 368, 443; 
two points to be decided, 445; Synod 
report to King as to returning thanks 
for escape from Gowrie’s Conspiracy, 
488; Conference at, 759; Mr James 
Melvill’s letter, ib. ; his second letter, 
743; Articles given in at the Confer- 
ence, 746-748 ; copy of the Confer- 
ence, 770-780; Letter from James 
Melvill as to these proceedings, 782. 

Famine, great, in Scotland, 367. 

Farce and ‘‘ gyse” before King James 
VI. at St Andrews, 81. 

Fast, Causes of, in Synod of Fife, 
585. 

appointed, 18; general, 128, 299; 
its causes, ib. ; can the Prince command 
one ? 402. 

Fasting, Buik of, and Publict Humilia- 
tion, 182, 346. 

Faux, Guy, Gunpowder Plot, 617. 
Fearful, (Fairfoul,) Mr John, (first of 
Dunfermline ?) minister, 386, 442. 
Fencing, batons for, (practising broad- 

sword and cudgelling,) 17. 

Fentonbarns, Lord, Collector, 770. 
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Excommunication, (ecclesiastical,) 100, 
130, 150; against whom can it be 
used? 400; summary, ib., 408 ; who 
have vote? 401 ; who can annul? 402, 
793. 

Exercise, order and manner of, and 
Church Discipline, for Scots Lords at 
Newcastle, 181-184; weekly, 795. 

Exercises taught to youth. See Games. 

Exese, exies, the fever and ague, 137. 

Exeter, Bishop of, (Dr Andrews,) 663. 


Ferguson, Mr David, minister of Dun- 
fermline, 78, 302, 353, 357, 386, 417, 
437; his simile of the Trojan horse, 
tb. ; his death, 438. 

Ferme, Mr Charles, minister at Fraser- 
burgh, 573; one of the imprisoned mi- 
nisters at Blackness, 598, 616. 

Fernelius taught, 49. 

Fever, icteric, what ? 14; the exese, or 
fever and ague, 187. 

Fewes, 342, 344. 

Fiery cross sent round the country to 
give alarm, 376, n. 

Fife, Synod of, excommunicates the Pa- 
pist Lords, 309; renews the Cove- 
nant, 853; meets at Cupar, and ap- 
points commissioners to attend the 
Convention at St Andrews, 386; its 
instructions, 3888; meets at St An- 
drews, 436; at Dunfermline, 441; 
Synod of, at Kinghorn, 545; “ Greiffes,” 
ib., 549; answered, 551; at Inver- 
keithing, 582; letter from Mr James 
Melvill, 627 ; sacrilegious conduct of 
Lord Scone, 701-705; held at Dy- 
sart, 714, et seg. ; again, 716. 

Fifeness, 168. 

Fifth penny, 332, 335. 

Fines for swearing, &c., 184. 

Finheayin, John, “travelling stationer,” 
22. 

Fire of joy (bonfire or balefire) on birth 
of James VI., 18. : 

First-fruits, 332. 

Fithie, Mr Arthur, minister at Arbroath, 
302. See Futhie. 

Flanders, fasting and humiliation for Pro- 
testant churches there, &c, 182. ‘ 

Floods of rain, great, 222, 230. 
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Foot-mantles, velvet, for riding in Parlia- 
ment, 639. 

Forbes, Mr Alexander, minister of But- 
tergask, 549; Bishop of Caithness, 
568, 573; at Conference at Falkland, 
770, et seq. 

of Fingask, Alexander, 574. 

Mr John, (Minister of Alford,) 

549, 570; chosen Moderator of Ge- 

neral Assembly at Aberdeen, 571, 573, 

574; warded in Blackness, 575, 616 ; 

his trial, 620, et seq. ; 

669. 

Patrick, of Corse, 18; retires to 

England with Melvill, &c., 170; mar- 

ries Lucres Spence, sister to the Laird 

of Wilmerston, 260. 

Thomas, 574. 

Mr William, one of the imprisoned 
ministers, 616. 

Forbeses defeated at the Crabstane, near 
Aberdeen, 27 ; feud between them and 
the Earl of Huntly, 132. 

Forcatellus, Professor of Mathematics, 
39. 

Foreigners attracted to University of St 
Andrews by the celebrity of its pro- 
fessors, 42, 43, 47, 418. 

Forestalling and regrating, 350. 

Form of process, 395. 

Forres, 302. 

Forrester, Sir James, of Carriden, 623. 

Forstar, Mr John, minister (of Forres ?) 
302. 

















GaLuiatTeEs, (galleons,) Spanish, 264. 

‘Galloway, Bishop of, William Coupar, 
one of the High Commission, 788, 797 ; 
goes to Court after General Assembly, 

1610, 803. 

Mr Patrick, minister, returns from 
London, 196; to Edinburgh, 228, 
267, 301, 310, 321, 369; addresses 
people as to Gowrie’s Conspiracy, 486, 
528, 549, 555, 568, 571, 591, 683, 
724, 754, 760; his speech at Confer- 
ence at Falkland, 775; presents Arti- 
cles, 778; one of the High Commis- 
sion, 788, 802. 

Games used in Scotland, 16, 17, 29, 30. 
See Bow, Golf, &c. 

Gaming, 350. See Cards, Dice, &c. 
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Forsythe, Mr Alexander, minister of 
Abercrombie, 5. 

David, Commissary of Glasgow, 
one of the High Commission, 788. 

Foster, Sir John, (Lord Warden,) his 
kindness to the banished ministers 
in England, 227. 

Foullarton, Mr Hew, minister in Dum- 
fries, 302. 

France, Ambassadors of, 157; celebra- 
tion of mass, 550. 

massacres of the Protestants in, 

27,44, 75, 160, 264. See Protestants. 

Scotsmen study there, 314, et 
passim. 

French taught at St Andrews, &c., 17. 

Kirk in London, 153, 606. 

Protestant Church, contribution 

for, 55; Archbishop Adamson writes 

to, 148; his Articles, 148-153; Mr 

Andrew Melvill’s letter, 154-164; 

state of, 182,439. 

rope-dancer, 487, n. 

Frenchmen, &c.,'students at St Andrews, 
42, 43, 47; a collection made of 
10,000 merks for the distressed Pro- 
testants, 265, 418. 

Funambults, a rope-dancer, 487, 2 

Functions, ordinary and extraordinary, 
914 

Furisday, (Thursday,) 183, 354, &c: 

Futhey, Mr Arthur, 640. - 

Futhie,. Mr Andrew, one of the High 
Commission, 788. . See Fithie. 
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Gardin, Mr Gilbert, minister, 302.- ; 

Garioch, 302. ' ‘ 

Garlies, Laird of, 301. re 

General Band, The, 300, 304: a 

Commission, 528. is 

Geneva, 30, +1; magistrates and Kirk 
allow Mr Andrew Melvill to return to 
Scotland, 42; Archbishop Adamson 
writes to, with false Articles, 141, 148, 
154; his Articles, 148-153; Mr An- 
drew Melvill’s letter, 154-164; col- 
lections for town of, 265; Beza writes 
letter of thanks, ib., 314. 

Geography taught at St Andrews, 49. 

Geometry, by Ramus, taught, 49, 
54, 

Germany, 14; Princes of, hold Conven 
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tion at Magdeburg, 57; Scotsmen 
study there, 314. 

Ghen, what, 496. 

Gibson, (Gipsone,) Mr James, (minister 
of Pencaitland,) deposed for reviling 
the King, 229, 253, 302. 

Girls, school for, in Montrose, 21. 

Girthe, what, 196, 

Githorn and other musical instruments, 29. 

Gladsteanes, Mr George, made minister 
of St Andrews, 419; chosen Vice- 
chancellor of the University of St An- | 
drews, 444; made Bishop of Caith-— 
ness, 489, 528, 547, 643 ; Archbishop 
of St Andrews, is charged with per- 
jury, 644; at Conference at Hampton 
Court, 659, 718; at Conference at 
Falkland, 770-780, 797. See St 
Andrews, 

Glammis, Lord, (Chancellor of Scotland, ) 
writes to Beza, 55; his sister, Coun- 
tess of Cassillis, marries Lord Ar- 
broath, 58; slain in a tumult at Stir- 
ling, 60; epigram on, ib. ; regretted 
by General Assembly, 62. 

Master of, appears in arms against 
the King at Stirling, 165; flees to 
England, 166; returns with the Con- 
‘federated Lords, and besieges the King 
in Stirling .Castle, 223 ; is made ecap- 
tain of the guard, 225, 267. 

Glas, Mr William, minister, 
302. 

Glasgow, Archbishop of, Mr James Boyd, 
44, 47,55; Robert Montgomery, 118; 
deposed by General Assembly and ex- 
communicated, 128, 130, 131; annul- 
led by Parliament, 237, 241, 639, 738, 
758, 760, 763, 769 ; one of (outeyones 
at Falkland, 770-780, 797, 800. 

College, reformed by Andrew 

Melvill, 49; system of education there, 

ib. ; in great repute as a seminary of 

learning, ib., et seq. ; new erection of, 


53. 





Dunkeld, 








Minister of, pulled out of pulpit at 
communion by King’s guard, 131; 
professors and students oppressed, ib., 
132; relieved after Arran’s disgrace, 
134; procéedings of Assembly, 8th 
June 1610, at, 7938-802 ; letter as to 
these proceedings, 800. 

Synod of, 65; General Assembly, 
1581, held there, 86. 
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Glasgow University, Mr Andrew Melvill 
made Principal, 48 ; succeeded by Mr 
Thomas Smeton, 83; professors and 
students oppressed, 131, 132; Sme- 
ton’s death, 139; goes to Court to re- 
port proceedings of General Assem- 
bly, 1610, at Glasgow, 808 ; is solemn- _ 
ly inaugurated at Lambeth, along with 
the Bishops of Brechin and Galloway, » 
ib., 804; after their return, they or- 
dain the other Scotish Bishops, ib. 

_ Glaswel, Laird of, 14. 

~ Glencairn; Earl of, countenances the re- 
bellious conduct of Alexander Cun- 
ningham, and comes to Glasgow with 
his friends, 71, 72; at taking of Stir- 
ling, 223 ; feud with Master of Eglin- 
toun, 301; at Conference at Hampton 
Court, 662, 663, 664; James, one of 
the High Commission, 788, 797. - 

Glenrinnes, Battle of, Gordon of Auchin-. 
doun slain at, 8310, 318; Earl of Hunt. 
ly defeated at, ib. 

Glub (club) and balls for goff, (golf,) 29. 

Godfather, sponsor or “ gossip,” 254, 

Goff, (golf,) game of, 17. 

Goodwin, Francis, a godly soldier, 220. 

Goodwyne, Dr, an English minister, 
781. 

Gordon of Pitlurg, Sir John, 373. 

of Auchindoun, Sir Patrick, ex- 

communicated, 310; killed at the 

battle of Glenrinnes, 318. 

Mr John, Dean of Salisbury, 653, 
657, 662, 

Gossip, sponsor, or godfather, 254, 

Govan, or Giffen Parsonage, benefice of, 
vacant, 53 ; annexed to the College of 
Glasgow, 54. 

Governors of the Kirk, 91, 152. 

Gowrie, Earl of, conspires against the 
King at Ruthven, 133, 161; taken 
prisoner at Dundee, and beheaded, 
166. f 

John, Earl of, conspires against 
the King, 444; is slain at Perth, 485, 
486, 487. 

Graham of Fentrie, David, executed for ~ 
treason, 276, 306, n. 

Mr George, 549. 

John, (‘ my Lord Little Jus- 
tice,”) 64; sent Commissioner by the 
King to the General Assembly, 166. 

Granton Craigs, near Edinburgh, 314. 

2 
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Gray, Marjory, schoolmistress in Mon- 
trose, (sister of Mr William, ) 21. 

Master of, 251. 

Mr Thomas, advocate, pleads for 

the ministers at their trial, 621, et seq. 

Mr William, minister at Logie, 
16; Mr James Melvill gets his first 
education from him, ib. 

Greek and Hebrew introduced into Scot- 
land, 30; Greek first taught at Mon- 
trose, 39, 46. 

grammar, 49, 63. 

Green, Andrew, writer in St Andrews, 29. 

Greenwich, 636, 714. 

Gregg, Mr James, one of the imprisoned 
ministers, 616. 

Greiffes, and Articles of the Kirk, pre- 
sented to the Convention of Perth, 
129-132, 489; of the Synod of Fife, 
545-549 ; answered, 551 ; of the Kirk 
presented to the King, 676. 














Haroon, (Hepburn,) Mr Robert, mi- 
nister at Dunbar, 302. 

Haddington, Justice-air at, 28, 227. 

Hagatius, Thaddeus, 569. 

Haistis, Sir P., 673. 

Haliburton, Colonel James, deals with 
Mr Andrew Melvill to become Regent 
Morton’s chaplain, 45. 

Halkerston, Colonel, oppresses the coun- 
try, 276, 553. 

Hall, Mr John, 588, 591, 685, 754; one 
of the Conference as to Episcopacy, 
760; at Conference at Falkland, 770; 
one of the High Commission, 788, 
797, 802. 

Halliday, James, Commissary of Dum- 
fries, one of the High Commission, 788. 

Halyrudehous, Lord, 622, 701, 716, 
G17. 

Abbot of, 687. 

~ house. 

Hamilton, Archibald, (regent in the New 
College of St Andrews,) 36, 75. 

of Mirritoun, Arthur, executed at 

Stirling, 58. 

Dean of Glasgow, one of the High 
Commission, 789. 

—— Mr Gavin, 549. 

Hendrie, his quarrel with Mr Wil- 
liam Wallwood, 272. 


See Holyrood- 
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Grievances. See Greiffes. 

Grig, Mr James, minister, 55. 

Guard, the King’s disbanded, and re- 
ovens and the Master of Glammis 
made captain, 225; escort ministers 
a Blackness to Linlithgow, 616, 

65 

Guidman, (Goodman,) Mr Christopher, 
124, 

Guise, Duke of, stabbed by order of Hen- 
ry ILI.of France, 264 ; the King assas- 
sinated, ib. 

House of, 72, 76, 118, 159, 161, 
164,.191. 

Gunpowder Plot, 617. 

Gurlay, Robin, 116. 

Guthrie, Janet, (relict of Mr James Law- 
son.) See Lawson. 

Gyse and farce performed before King 
James VI. at St Andrews, 81. 





Hamilton, James, Commissary of Lanark, 
one of the High Commission, 788. 
John, Commissary of Hamilton, 
one -of the High Commission, 
788. 
John, (Regent in the New Col- 
lege,) 26 ; afterwards Archbishop of St 
Andrews, taken in Castle of Dunbar- 
ton and hanged, 27; Earl of Morton 
gets Archbishoprick, and presents Mr 
John Douglas, 31. 
Mr John, excommunicated, 489. 
Lord, returns with the Confede- 
rated Lords from Berwick, 223 ; made 
captain of Dunbarton Castle, 225. 
Palace, castle, and town, burnt by 
the English, and the adjacent coun- 
try laid waste for murder of Regent 
Moray, 27; castle demolished by Re- 
gent Morton, 58. 
Robert, (Regent in the New Col- 
lege,) 26, 33, 85, 86 ; deposed from the 
Principality of the College, 122; his 
death, ib. ; his widow married to Mr 
Thomas Buchanan, 123. 
Sir Thomas, (Lord Advocate, Pre- 
sident of College of Justice, afterwards 
Lord Binning, Earl of Melrose and 
Haddington,) 509 ; -conducts the pro- 
secution against the ministers, 621, e¢ 
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seq., 661; one of the High Commis- 
sion, 788. 

Hampton Court, Conference at, 554; 
interview between the Scotish mini- 
sters and the King, 653; Conference 
with the ministers, 657, et seq. ; Bishop 
Barlow’s Tract, 679. 

Hamptoune, Dr, an English minister, 
792. 

Hand and racket-catche, game of, 30. 

Hanging in effigy, 27. 

Harbert, Mr, Secretary, 692. 

Hastarchus, 569. 

Hawker, King’s master Falconer, his in- 
fluence with King James VI., 250, 251. 

Hay, Alexander, Clerk Register, 45, 56, 
267, 268, 331. 

—— Sir Alexander, Scotish Secretary, 
645, 657, 661, 663, 664, 667, 668, 
677, 678, 708; one of the High Com- 
mission, 788. 

Andrew, parson of Renfrew, rec- 

tor of Glasgow College, 47, 48, 50, 

553; put in ward and hardly used, 

198, 302. 

Mr Andrew, 267. 

Edmond, a father in the Jesuits’ 

College at Paris, 73, 74. 

Mr George, minister, 57, 302. 

Mr George, 758, 760; at Confer- 

ence at Falkland, 770. 

of Kingask, Sir James, comptrol- 

ler, one of the High Commission, 787. 

Mr John, parson of Renfrew, 724 ; 
one of High Commission, 788, 798. 

Haymouth, (Eyemouth,) 169. 

Heads and Conclusions of the Policy, 87— 
116. 

of Reformation in the Kirk craved, 
110. 

Headship, Spiritual, of the Church, 90, 
130, 176, 186, 194, 210, 230, 243, 
397, 507, 508. 

Hebrew early taught in Scotland, 30, 
4), 47, 49,55; Mr Andrew Melvill 
throws down his Hebrew Bible on 
the Council table, 142, 218. 

Heliodor’s Ethiopic History, 84. 

Henderson, Andrew, examined as to 
his sharein Gowrie’s Conspiracy, 488. 

— Mr Thomas, one of the High Com- 
mission, 788. 

Henry III,, King of France, massacre of 
Paris, 264; causes Duke of Guise to 
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be stabbed, ib. ; is. assassinated by a 
Jacobin Friar, ib. 

Henry, King, (Darnley, ) married to Mary 
Queen of Scots, 17; murdered at the 
Kirk of Field, ib. 

Heresy, 150. 

Heriot, Andrew, debauches John ie 
well, 65; attacks Mr Andrew Mel- 
vill, “ah ; S death, 66. 

Herris, Lord, 65, 66. 

Hesiod taught, 49, 53. 


_, Higgins, (Luggie se Dr, Dean of Ripon, 


748. 

High Commission Cott, 786 ; the Com- 
mission, 787, et seq. 

Highland theft, 190. 

Highlands, the Spanish Armadaare partly 
wrecked on these coasts, 262 ; earth- 
quake there, 420; state of, as to reli- 
gious knowledge, 434. 

Hildebrand, Cardinal, 767. 

History, Bodin’s method of, 46; history 
taught in the Scotish Universities, 49. 

Holieglass, or Howleglass, what, 176. 

Holyroodhouse, Sum of the Conference 
at, 17th November 1599, 446; Ge- 
neral Assembly at, 546; act of, 731, 
733. 

Holy Tongues, Hebrew, Chaldaic, Sy- 
riac, and Greek, taught in Scotland, 
49. 

Home, Mr Alexander, minister of Dun- } 
bar, 199. 

of Manderston, Alexander, 170. 

Mr David, minister, 78. See 
Hume. 

Homer taught, 49, 53. 

Homes and Carrs attend King at Con- 
vention, January, 1596-7, 383. 

Honstelius, 669. 

Hope, Mr Thomas, advocate, pleads for 
the imprisoned ministers at their trial, 
621, et seq. 

Horace taught, 17, 46, 49. 

Hospitals, 113, 191, 195, 342. 

Hostillaries, clergy forbid to keep, 350. 

Houndsdean, Lord, Governor of Berwick, 
171. 

Household, Royal, who are ecclesiastical 
judges to? 397, 398. 

Howie, Mr John, 724. 

Mr Robert, 549; at Conference 

at .Hampton Court, 659, 684, 749, 

760 ; at Conference at Falkland, 770, 
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et seq. ; Principal of the New College, 
St Andrews, 788; one of the High 
Commission, ib. 

Howison, Mr John, minister, is vio- 
lently pulled out of the Moderator’s 
chair in Presbytery of Glasgow, 131 ; 
197; imprisoned in the Spey Tower 
of Perth, 198, 244, 549. 

Mr Thomas, minister, 302. 

Huddisdon, (Hudstone,) Dr, an English 
divine, 792, 801. 

Hugonots in France, 43. 





Hume, Castle of, taken by the English, — 


27. 

of Cowdounknows, made captain of 

Edinburgh Castle, 225. 

- of Manderstoun, Sir George, 576 ; 
his son created Lord Berwick and Earl 

~ of Dunbar, &c., ib. 

Lord John, marches with the Con- 

federated Lords to St Ninian’s, 223 ; 

excommunicated, 3)0; absolved, 315. 

of Polwart, Sir Patrick, 623. 

Humiliation and fasting, 299, 346. 

Huntly, Earl of, Brechin Castle taken by 
the Regent Lennox, 27; George was 














IctTERick fever, 14. 

Imposition of hands, 392. 

Inch of Perth, 404. 

Indling, (eldning, elduring, ) jealous, jea- 
lousy, 355. 

Inglishe, (Inglis,) Mr Nathan, one of the 
imprisoned ministers, 616. 

Innes, of that Ilk, Robert, 373. 

Instructions by the Synod of Fife, 888; to 
Commissioners to General Assembly, 
751-753. 

Invasion, Spanish, threatened. See Ar- 
mada. 

Inverkeithing, Synod of Fife held at, 582. 


Jax on bathe the sydes, playing, 174. 

Jake, jauk, what, 435. 

James VI., King of Scotland, his birth, 
18; assumes the government, 61 ; re- 
ceives Mon. d’Obignie into favour, 76 ; 
makes a royal progress through the 
kingdom, 81; gyse and farce before 
the King, ib. ; his mind corrupted and 


823 


present at Convention at Perth, 132; 
feud with the Forbeses, ib. ; his mar- 
riage, 291; slays the Bonny Earl of 
Moray at Dunibirsle, 224; concerned 
in the conspiracy of ‘‘the Spanish 
Blanks,’’ 306, e¢ seg. ; is excommuni- 
eated, 310; Errol’s and his men march 
to St Johnstoun, 311; rises in arms, 
and is defeated at Glenrinnes, 318; 
his castle of Strathbogie demolished, 
319; his offers of reconciliation to the 
Kirk, 372, 385; promises largely to 
the Kirk, 433 ; his obstinate adherence 
to Popery, 565, 755. 

Huntly, Marquis of, George, applies to be 
freed from sentence of excommunica- 
tion, 796, 797. 

Countess of, Henrietta, 373. 

Hunter, Mr Andrew, minister, 259; de- 
posed, 517. 

Hunter’s tables taught, 49. 

Hutton, 302. 

Huttonhall, a refuge to the oppressed 
Reformers, 219; Mr James Melvill 
leaves his wife there, 227. 





Ireland, part of Spanish Armada wrecked 
on coast of, 264. 

Irving of Drum, Alexander, one of the 
High Commission, 788. 

Mr James, minister at Touch, 573; 

one of the imprisoned ministers, 616. 

John, (Yrewing,) 250. 

Isles, Bishop of, Andrew Knox, one of 
the High Commission, 788. 

laws of King of Denmark observed 
there, 232. 

Tsocrates taught at St Andrews, 49, 53. 

Italian studied at St Andrews, 125. 











set against the Kirk and ministry, 119; 
dismisses Mon. d’Obignie and his fac- 
tion, 134; disperses the Confederate 
Lords at Stirling, 166; holds a Par- 
liament, and restrains the Kirk, ib. ; 
his bull to the Archbishop of St An- 
drews, as “ Supream Governour of the 
Kirk,” 194; capitulates with the Con- 
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federate Lords at Stirling, 223, 224 ; 
receives them into favour, 225; the 


Kirk’s animadversions against his acts - 


of Parliament, 1584, 229-238 ; his de- 
claration thereon, 239-243; Kirk’s 
Supplication, ib., 244 ; influence of the 
Master Falconer over him, 250, 251; 
he and Signior du Bartas visit St An- 
drews, 255; Mr Andrew Melvill 
lectures extempore, ib. ; Archbishop 
follows, 254 ; then the King, ib. ;. ban- 
quet, ib.; Petitions to the King and 
Council as to state of religion, 265; 
holds his first Parliament after his ma- 
jority, and ratifies the Presbyterian 
religion, 259; writes on the Apoca- 
lypse, 260 ; embarks at Leith for Den- 
mark, and marries Queen Anne there, 
277; witchcraft practised to procure 
his destruction, 279; returns to Scot- 
land, ib.; his Queen crowned, ib. ; 
ambassadors from Germany and Flan- 
ders present, ib.; thanksgiving pro- 
posed for the King’s safe return, 28] ; 
meets Papist Lords at Fala, 310; 
passes to the North of Scotland against 
the Papist Earls, 316; his proceed- 
ings there, 317; his letter to ministers 
of Edinburgh as to his proceedings 
against the Papists, &c., 320; his let- 
ter of credit recommending Mr James 
Melvill to the burghs, &c., 321; re- 
cals the Papist Lords from banish- 
ment, 368; holds a conference with 
the Commissioners of the Kirk at Falk- 
land, 369-371; Mr Andrew Melvill’s 
remarkably bold speech, 370; passes 
severe laws against the Kirk, 385; at- 
tempts to overthrow the Kirk, 384 ; 
proposes certain Questions to the mi- 
nistry, 390 ; holds a Convention of the 
Kirk and Estates at Perth, ib.; at 
which he gives out Articles, which are 
answered by the Kirk, 406 ; interrupts 
Mr Robert Wallace in the pulpit, 418; 
is rebuked by Mr Andrew Melvill, ib. ; 


KELERMANNUS, 569, 570. 

Kellie Law, great rain at, 330. 

Kempe, Mr William, morchant in Edin- 
burgh, called before Privy Council for 
speaking against General Assembly at 
Glasgow, 1610, 803; dismissed, ib. 








® 


attempts to re-establish the Bishops, 
436; his Basilicon Doron, 444; his 
opinion on the government of the Kirk 
of Scotland, 445; holds a Conference 
with the Kirk at Holyrood, 446 ; Gow- 
rie’s Conspiracy, 485, 486; re- 
news the Covenant at Burntisland, 
494; falls from his horse at the hunt- 
ing, 544, n. ; succeeds to crown of Eng- 
land, 554; makes a speech in Great 
Kirk of Edinburgh, ib. ; his letter to 
ministers, 635 ; Supplication from im- 
prisoned ministers, 648 ; his first inter- 
view with Mr Andrew Melyill, &c., at 
Hampton Court, 653. 


James, Dr, Bishop of Durham, 678. 
Jedburgh, 302, 310; Presbytery of, re- 


fuse visitations of Bishop Law, 730 ; 
their reasons, 731. 


Jesuits’ College, 44, 73; the order of, ~ 


considered the most learned and holy 
in “the Papistry,” 74; great enemies 
to the Kirk, 267. - 2 
‘Seminaries of, 180, 266, 269, 305, 
555, 798. 


Johnstone of Elphistone, John, 267. 


Laird of, murdered by Lord Max- 
well, who is excommunicated, 756. 


Johnstoun, Mr Adam, minister of Dal- 


keith, 302 ; his death, 438. 


Johnstoune, Mr John, master in the Col- 


lege of St Andrews, 314; he studies 
abroad, ib. 


Judas Episcopatus, 460. 
Julius ILI., Pope, 734; casts keys of St 


Peter into the Tiber, and takes sword 
of St Paul, 736. 


Junius, 801. 
Jurisdiction of ‘the Kirk, 55; civil and 


spiritual not to be confounded, 101, 
130; temporal, 108, 212, 239, 397; 
who is Ecclesiastical Judge to King’s 
Household and Couneil? 397, 398; 
appeal to superior courts, 400. 


Jus Divinum, 452. 
Justice courts, 192, 
K. 
Keys, power of the, 89, 95, 105, 230. 
Kilrynnie, parish of, Mr James Melvill, 


minister, 3, 6; Mr Jobn Doig ap- 
pointed to be his colleague, 7, 8, 11; 
Captain R. Anstruther leaves 2000 
merks to poor, 81; Sum of the doc- 
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trine of the Covenant, 1596, 362-367; 
petition for the return of Mr James 
Melvill from banishment in England, 
761. 

Kilsyth, Laird of, 758. 

Lord, 664. 

Kilwinning, Abbacy of, bestowed on Lord 
Burlie, 781. 





“ Kincraig- sands, a large whale driven 


ashore on, 331. 

King, Mr Adam, Commissary of Edin- 
burgh, one of the High Commission, 
788. 

- Dr, preaches against Presbytery, 

667. : 

Kinghorn, 280, 302; provincial Synod of 
Fife held there, 545, 670. 

Earl of, Patrick, one of the High 
Commission, 787, 797. 

King’s Confession, 87, 558, "606, 646. 

right and relief as to teinds, 345. 

Kingston on Thames, 653, 663. 

Kinmont, Will of, 212. ‘ 

Kinnaber, Laird of, 18. 

Kinneir, Mr John, (minister of Leuch- 
ars?) 742. 

Kinnouchar, (Kilconquhar,) 417. 

Kintaill, earthquake felt at, 420, 525. 

Kirk of Scotland, abuses and corruptions 
in the Kirk and Commonwealth, 106, 
186-193, 225; neglected by the Con- 
federate Lords, 225; animadversions 
against the Acts of Parliament, 229- 
238; the King’s answer thereto, 239- 











243; Supplication tothe King, ib.,244; . 


petitions the King against the Papists, 
265 ; Commissioners appointed, 267 ; 
ratification of the liberty of the true 


L. 


Lamse, Mr Andrew, (minister of Brech- 
in,) 549; at Conference at Hampton 
Court, 659; Bishop of Brechin, one 
of the High Commission, 787, 797; 
goes to Court after Glasgow General 
Assembly, 1610, 803, is consecrated 
there, ib. 

Lambes, (Lammas,) 23, 37, 261. 

Lambeth, 745. See Canterbury. 

= a Dea Of. 100% 

Lamentation, a, for sin, on the thraldom 
of the Kirk, and the murder of James 
Smith, a poem, 424. 


Kirk, &c.; 294-298; Conventions at 
Edinburgh, 299-306 ; at St Andrews, 
390; Convention of the Kirk and 
Estates at Perth, ib., 403 ; answers the 
King’s Articles, 406-409 ; Conference 
between the King and the Kirk at Ho- 
lyrood, 446; proposals for an Union 
with England, 554, 557, et seq. 

Kirkaldy of Grange, John Knox’s prophe- 
cies against him, 33-36 ; his contemp- 
tuous message to John Knox, 34; 
renders the castle of Edinburgh, and is 
taken prisoner, 35; his execution, 36. 

town of, 276. 

Kirkcowbrie, (Kirkcudbright, ) 302. 

Kirk- masters, 113. 

Kirks, common, 332 ; reparation of, 113, 
342. 

Knollis, Lord, 658. 

Sir Francis, 765. 

Knox, Mr Andrew, minister at Paisley, 
302, 306. 

Mr And. (Bishop of the Isles, after- 

wards Bishop of Raphoe, in IJreland,) 

549. 

Mr John, minister of Edinburgh, 

obliged to take refuge at St Andrews, 

26 ; his conduct and manner of preach- 

ing while there, ib., 32, 33; his pro- 

phecies against Kirkaldy of Grange, 

&c., ib., 56 ; returns to Edinburgh, and 

dies there, ib. ; his character by Re- 

gent Morton, 60, 313; letter to him 

from Beza, 481. ~ 

Mr Jobn, minister at Melrose, 302, 

549, 758, 760; one of Conference at 

Falkland, 770. 

















Lamentation and Verses on murder of 
Smith, 424-433. 

Lammermuir-edge, 169. 

Lanark, 302. 

Languages taught at St Andrews, 124, 
146, &e. See Hebrew, &c. 

Laureation at the Universities was cele- 
brated with banqueting, plays, &c. 
28 

Lauristoune, Laird of, appointed King’s 
Commissioner to the Kirk, 565; at Sy- 
nod of St Andrews, after the General 
Assembly, July 1604, at Aberdeen, ib., 


3G 


826 


570, 571; dissolves General Assem- 
bly, July 1605, at Aberdeen, 572,574, 
591, 603; prosecutes the imprisoned 
ministers, 616, et seg. ; at Conference 
at Hampton Court, 659, 702, n. 

Law, Duncan, 553. 

—— Mr James, Bishop of Orkney, at 
Conference at Hampton Court, 659 ; 
at General Assembly at Linlithgow, 
683, 687; visits the ministers in Lon- 
don, 688 ; result of his interview, ib., 
741; Presbytery of Jedburgh refuse 
his visitation, 730; Reasons for refu- 
sing, 731-735, 754; Moderator of 
General Assembly at Linlithgow, 755, 
760; Moderator at Conference of Falk- 
land, 770; one of the High Commis- 
sion, 787, 797, 800; charged with 
apostacy and perjury, 802. 

Lawder, town of, 709. 

Laws of the Kirk, how to be enacted, 
391. 

Lawson, Mr James, succeeds John Knox, 
as minister at Edinburgh, 338, 52, 55, 
79; Moderator of the Assembly at 
Dundee, 80, 84; protects Mr Andrew 
Melvill, 144, 166; flees to England, 
167, 170; visits Oxford, 219; his 
death, ib. 

Mrs, (Janet Guthrie,) widow of 
Mr James, on his death, goes to Ber- 

_ wick, 219 ; dies, 220; reposes at Hut- 
tonhall, with Mr James Mevill’s wife, 
in her journey to Scotland, 227. 

Leaping, exercise of, encouraged, 17. 

Leaws, (Island of Lewis,) 126. 

Legend of Bishop of St Andrews, 176, 
644, 

Legoretto, Capitan de, one of the wreck- 
ed Commanders of the Spanish Arma- 
da, 263. 

Leitch, (Leith?) Mr Andrew, 797. 

Leith, war between Edinburgh and, 27 ; 
Conference at ; plague at; dead body 
of “the Bonny Earl” of Murray open- 
ly exposed in the Kirk, 294; Sheriff 

_ and Commissary Courts there, 385. 

—— Mr Andrew, one of the High Com- 

_ mmission, 788. 

Lekprivick, Robert, printer, removes his 
printing press from Edinburgh to St 
Andrews, 32. 

Lennox, Mathew, Earl of, chosen Re- 
gent, 27; takes castle of Brechin, ib. ; 
slain at Stirling, 28. 
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Lennox, Duke of, Esme, 116, 118, &c., 
692. See Stewart. 

Lermont of Balcomie, James, younger, 
publishes a placard against Andrew 
Melvill, 125; his death, 126. 

William, bailie of St Andrews, 
Pie 

Leslie, Mr Alexander, (minister of An- 
struther Wester ?) 553. 

—— Wilham, 553: 

Lesser Kirk, (Little Kirk, or Mr Robert 
Bruce’s, or Haddo’s Hold,) Edinburgh, 
352. 

Lestarik, (Restalrig, near Edinburgh, ) 
228. 





Lethingtoun, Chancellor, Secretary. See 
Maitland. 

Lewis. See Leaws. 

Libberton, Kirk of, 242. 

Liberty of the true Kirk, ratification of, 
295-298, 388. 

Life, election of elders, &c., if for, 394. 

Liferents, 332. 

Lilius, syntax by, 17. 

Linacer, syntax by, 17. 

Lindores, Lord, 664. 

Lindsay, Mr Alexander, (afterwards Bi- 
shop of Dunkeld?) 549, 684, 701, 
770. . 

—— Mr David, minister at Leith, 32, 
55, 61; imprisoned in Blackness, 198, 
267, 268, 300, 307; moderator of 
General Assembly, 315, 369, 410; 
made Bishop of Ross, 489, 528, 555, 
718, 763; one of the High Commis- 
sion, 787. 

Sir David, popularity of his works 

alluded to, 18, 19, 136. 

John, (Parson of Menmuir,) Lord 

of Session, 268, 508. 

John, Secretary of State, his Con- 

stant Plat for the Kirk, 331 ; suspect- 

ed of framing the King’s ‘‘ Questions,” 

390, n., 417; his death, 438. 

Lord, 314, 319, 415, 717, 718 ; 
one of the High Commission. 787. 

—— Mr Patrick, (afterwards Bishop of 
Ross and Archbishop of Glasgow ?) 
549; one of the High Commission, 
788, 798. 

—— Mr Robert, minister for Lanark, 
302. 

—— Skipper, a lunatic, warns Regent 
Morton of a plot against him, 82. 

Links of Montrose, 21. 
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Linlithgow, Parliament held at, 225, 
228; trial of the imprisoned ministers 
held there, 619, et seq. ; verdict of the 
assize, 626 ; General Assembly or Con- 
vention at, 683; proceedings sent to 
King, 687; proceedings of the Con- 
vention, 1606, 721-729; General As- 
sembly, July 1608, at, 754. 

Countess of, “ane obstinate Pa- 

pist,” 619. 

Earl of, 619, 797. 

Lions, Mr Andrew Melvill there, 43. 

Lipsius, his opinion of Andrew Melvill, 
279. 

Little Justice, Lord, (Justice-depute,) 
619, 758, &e. 

Livingstoune of Dunipace, John, 625, 626. 

Mr Henry, 741. 

Lochlevin, Laird of, 267. 

Logic, Aristotle’s, taught at St Andrews, 
54, 











Logy-Montrose, Mr James Melvill edu- 
cated with minister of, 16. 


M. 


Macasevs. Doctor, in Denmark, 14. 

Macgill, David, advocate, 135. 

James, eldest son to the Clerk Re- 
gister, 3]. 

Machiavel, 20, 156. 

Magdalene Chapel, the General Assem- 
bly, April 1578, held there, 61. 

Magdeburg, Convention of, 57. 

Magistrate, civil, 89, 90. 

Christian, office of, 104. 

Maiden, a sort of guillotine, 215. 

Mains, Laird of, executed, 198. 

Maitland, Mr John, Chancellor of Scot- 
land, his efforts in favour of Presby- 
tery, 271, 298, 312; his death and 
character, 329. 

of Lethington, Sir Richard, Secre- 

tary of State, 34. 

Thomas, in Paris, 73. 

Major, (Maxy?) Dr, King’s chaplain, 
748. 














Makin Toshie, (M‘Intosh of M‘Intosh, ) 
his offers to the Kirk, 434. 

Malcolm, Mr William, 549. 

Malecolme, Mr John, minister at Perth, 
124, 302. 

Malcontent, Mally, ‘ Mother of the 
Greives,” 440. 

Manse and gleib, 335. 
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Logy, Over, 17. 

London, Bishop of, 153, 678, 803, 804. 

Lord, title of, given to bishops, 460. 

Lorraine, a College there, 74. 

Cardiral of, slain, 264. 

Lothian, Earl of, 797. 

Synod of, refuses Constant Moder- 
ators, 720, 763. 

Lovaine, University of, 147. 

Lovat, Lord Fraser of, Simon, one of the 
High Commission, 787. 

Lownan, Water of, 139. 

Luffera, Capitan de, one of the wrecked 
commanders of the Spanish Armada, 
263. 

Luggie, (Higgins?) Dr, Dean of Ripon, 
748. 








Lundy, Laird_of, 84, 248. 

Lytle, Clement, advocate, 55. 

—— William, provost of Edinburgh, 
268. 


Manse-moungar, the, 323. 
Mar, David, notary, 565. ; 
Earl of, rises in arms against the 
King, and occupies Stirling, 165 ; flees 
to England, 166; returns to Scotland, 
223; made captain of Stirling castle, 
225, 326; John, sent by King to try 
imprisoned ministers, 618, 622, 709 ; 
one of the High Commission, 787. 
House of, 57- 
Lady, governess to James VI, 48. 
Marischall, Earl, 267 ; George, 787. 
Mariton, (Marie Kirk,) Kirk of, 14 ; Mr 
James Melvill’s father, Mr Richard, 
minister there, ib., 19, 20, 24, 37. 
Marriage, who entitled to solemnize, 95 ; 
use of the ring in, objected to, 764. 
Marolot, 37. 
Marsiliers, Petrus de, teaches Greek at 
Montrose, 39. 
Martine, Mr James, rector of University 
of St Andrews, one of the High Com- 
mission, 788. 
Martinius’s Hebrew Grammar, 47, 439. 
Martyr, Peter, 739. 
Mary of Guise, Queen Regent, 159. 
Queen of Scots, her marriage to 
Darnley, 17 ; made prisoner at Carber- 
ry, ib. ; field of Langside, ib. ; named 
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Athalia by Mr Andrew Melvill, &c., 
161, 191. 

Masone Dieus, (Masons Dieu,) 191. 

~ Mass, hearers of, 317, 550. 

Massacre of Protestants in France, 27, 
44,75, 160, 264. 

Mathematics taught, 49, 54. 

Mathow, Dr, Archbishop of York, 678. 

Mauritio, Capitan, one of the wrecked of 
the Spanish Armada, 263, 

Maxwell, Lord, excommunicated for mur- 
dering the Laird of Johnstoun, 756. 

John, (son of Lord Herris,) 65, 





66. 





Lord, joins the Confederate Lords, 
243, 

Maxy, (Major?) Dr, King’s chaplain, 
748. 

May, Island of, 169. 

Medicis, Catherine de, Queen-Mother of 
France, dies, 264. 

Medina, Jan Gomes de, Admiral of the 
Spanish Armada, arrives with one of 
his ships in a miserable state at An- 
struther, 261; his kind reception 
there, 263; shows great kindness to a 
ship of Anstruther after his return 
home, 264. 

Meffan, Mr William, minister, Dunse, 
302. 

Meigle, 302. 

Melancthon, Philip, Wittenberg, 14; his 
works taught, 49, 

Melrose, 302. 

Melvill, Mr Andrew, minister, in Poie- 
tiers, 30; at Geneva, ib. ; writes home, 
ib. ; his relations reply, ib. ; arrives in 
Edinburgh, 37; his birth and education, 
38 ; goes to the Continent, and studies 
at Paris, 39 ; teaches at Poictiers, ib. ; 
professes Latin at Geneva, 41; leaves 
Geneva, 42; account of his journey 
home to Scotland, 42-44; refuses to 
be domestic teacher to Regent Mor- 
ton, 45; superintends the studies of his 
nephew James Melvill, ib. ; made Prin- 
cipal of Glasgow College, where he 
introduces a new system of education, 
48_51 ; receives letters from Beza, ib. ; 
attends the General Assembly, and op- 
poses Episcopacy, 52; reforms the 
College of Glasgow, 58, 54; modera- 
tor of the General Assembly, 61 ; pub- 
lishes his ‘Carmen Mosis,” 63; his 
interpretation of dreams, 64; his pa- 
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tience, 65; his intrepidity, 67, 68 ; 
boldly replies to the Regent’s menaces, 


.ib.; made Principal of the New Col- 


lege, St Andrews, 65,75; is succeed- 
ed by Mr Thomas Smeton, 83 ; meets 
with . opposition from the deposed 
teachers, 122-128; moderator of the 
Assembly at St Andrews, 128; also 
at Perth, 129; accused of treason, 
141; his trial, 142; his intrepid con- 
duct before the King and Council, ib ; 
declines their jurisdiction, 143; order- 
ed to ward at Blackness, ib.; flees to 
England, 144; his letter to the Con- 
tinental Churches against Bishop 
Adamson, 154; visits Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, with Mr Jas. Lawson, 219; 
returns to Scotland, 228; remonstrates 
with the King at Linlithgow, ib., 229, 
235, n.; in Glasgow, 244; is excom- 
municated by Archbishop of St An- 
drews, 247 ; commanded to ward, 249; 
preaches at St Andrews, 254, 267; 
pronounces a Latin oration at the co- 
ronation of Queen Ann, 279; chosen 
Rector of the University of St An- 
drews, 290; his charity to Archbishop 
Adamson, 293, 303, 313; moderator 
of the General Assembly, 315; ac- 
companies King and armyto the North, 
318 ; writes to ministers of Edinburgh 
on this subject, 321; charged be- 
fore the King, 323; his interview with 
the King at Falkland, 325; at Synod 
of Fife, 359; his singular conference 
with the King, 370 ; publicly rebukes 
the King, 418 ; deposed from his rec- 
torship, ib. ; made Dean of the Facul- 
ty of Theology, 443; interview with 
the King, who debars him from attend- 
ing the Assembly, 485; again, 535; 
again, when he offers his head, rather 
than lay down the liberties of the Kirk, 
542; warded in his College at St An- 
drews, 545; goes to Parliament, July 
1606, at Perth, 637; is warned to re- 
tire, 638; proceedings of Presbytery 
of St Andrews before he went to Lon- 
don, 642, et seg. ; goes to London to 
conference with the King, 644 ; Letter 
from the Imprisoned ministers, 646 ; 
at Hampton Court, 653; his examina- 
tion, 659; his address, 661 ; examined 
by Privy Council, 666 ; to be with Bi- 
shop of Winchester, 678; ordered to 
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appear before Council of England for 
writing Latin verses, ib., 680, 681; 
placed in custody with Dean of St 
Paul’s, ib.; the Verses on King’s altar, 
682, 683; warrant to go to Bishop of 
Winghester, 700; goes to his friends 
again, ib.; his Verses on St George’s 
Day, 706 ; is sent for by Earl of Salis- 
bury, ib. ; sent close prisoner to Tower 
of London, 708, 761. 


Melvill, Andrew, son of Mr James, author 


of the Diary, born, 254; dies, 269; 
curious circumstance attending his 
death, 270; his epitaph, ib. 

Barbara, sister of Mr James, (the 
author,) marries James Balfour, mini- 
ster at Guthrie, 53. 

David, brother of Mr Andrew, 39. 
David, (son of Richard of Bal- 
dowie, and elder brother of Mr James,) 
16; brought upto husbandry, 20 ; his 
marriage, 51. 

Ephraim, son of Mr James, author 
of the Diary, his birth, 220; Lady 
Widdrington takes care of him, 221; 
is brought home by his father, 251 ; 
dangerous passage, ib.—253. 

Isabel, sister to Mr James, 18 ; her 
marriage, 28; her death, ib. 

Mr James, introduction to his 
Diary, 3-12: made Professor of Theo- 
logy at St Andrews, 4; minister of 
Anstruther and Kilvynnie, &c., ib. ; 
confines himself to Kilrynnie, 5; gets 
Pittenweem bestowed on Mr Nicol 
Dalgleishe, ib. ; and Anstruther on Mr 
Robert Dury, ib.; and Abercrombie 
on Mr Alexander Forsythe, ib. ; re- 
fuses invitations to be minister at Dun- 
dee, Edinburgh, St Andrews, and Stir- 
ling, 6; Mr John Doig becomes his 
colleague, 7; prints his Catechism, 
12; he loses 400 marks by the pub- 
lication, ib.; his birth, 13; his pa- 
rentage,, 14; his education, 16-23; 
enters College of St Andrews under 
Mr William Collace, 24; his studies 
there, 25; John Knox arrives at St 
Andrews, 26; lectures on Daniel, ib. ; 
Mr James Melvill’s second year’s 
course there, 27; his third and 
fourth year, 28, 29 ; learns music. ib ; 
and manly exercises, ib., 30; ends his 
course of philosophy, 36 ; goes to Dun- 
dee, 37 ; his uncle Mr Andrew returns 


to Scotland, ib. ; sketch of his uncle’s 
parentage, education, and employment 
abroad, ib.—45; instructs Mr James 
in the languages, philosophy, and Greek, 
46; and Hebrew, 47; Mr James goes to 
Glasgow with his uncle, 48 ; begins to 
preach at the age of 18, 50; goes to 
General Assembly at Edinburgh, 52; 
becomes a regent in Glasgow College, 
53; assaulted by two students, 70; is 
contracted to the daughter of Mr John 
Durie, minister of Edinburgh, 80; 
purposes to go to France, 83; studies 
Hebrew, 84; chosen Professor of 
Oriental Languages at St Andrews, 
ib. ; invited to be minister of Stirling, 
135; marries a daughter of Mr John 
Durie, 136, 188 ; teaches for Mr An- 
drew Melvill, De Verbo et Ecclesia, 
146; is attended by Mr R. Bruce, 
&e., ib. ; is denounced, and visits An- 
gus and Mearns to collect college 
rents, 166; his house and papers 
searched, 167 ; leaves Scotland in the 
disguise of a shipwrecked mariner, 
168; account of his flight to Berwick, 
168-170 ; goes to Newcastle, and re- 
mains with the banished lords, 171 ; 
his Letter and Order of Discipline while 
there, 173-184; his Letter on the 
abuses of the Kirk and Commonweal, 
186; goes to Berwick with his wife, 
197; his Letter to the Subscribing 
Ministers, 200; has a son, Ephraim, 
born, 220; returns to Scotland, 227; 
brings home his wife from England, 
244; leavesher in Montrose, and re- © 
turns to Edinburgh, ib. ; occupied in 
reforming the college affairs, ib., 245 ; 
he and Mr Andrew Melvill excommu- 
nicated by the Archbishop of St An- 
drews, 247; ill of tertian fever, 248 ; 
lectures on history of the Bible, &c., 
250 ; troubles in the college, ib.; Mr 
Robert Durie accompanies him to bring 
home his son Ephraim from Berwick, 
251; his narrow escape from ship- 


wreck, 252; appointed minister of An- 


struther, 254 ; his son, Andrew, born, 
ib. ; removes to Anstruther, 257 ; sin- 
gular adventure of some of his parish- 
ioners with pirates, ib., 259; escapes 
from the fall of his horse, ib. ; his con- 
ference with the Admiral of the Spa- 
nish Armada, 261 ; collects 500 merks. 
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in his district for exiled French Pro- 
‘testants, 265; also a collection for 
Geneva, ib.; consults as to Popish 
earls, &c., 267 ; his son, Andrew, dies, 
269; his epitaph, 270; preaches be- 
fore the General Assembly, 280; 
sketch of his sermon, ib.—288 ; Arch- 
bishop of St Andrews beseeches him 
to forgive him, 289; publishes a book 
of poems, 307 bis infant daughter 
Margaret dies, 309; commissioner 
from the Kirk to the King, 316; a fa- 
yourite «at court, 317; accompanies 
the King in his expedition against the 
Papist Lords, 318; his commission 
from the King while there, 319 ; his 
servant dies of fatigue, ib.; Kin 

James ‘VI. recommends him to the 
Burghs, &c., as his special commission- 
er, to get supplies for the army in the 
North, 321; has another son, John, 323 ; 
interview with the King at Falkland, 
324 ; defends Mr David Black, ib. ; 
Mr Andrew’s boldness, 325; sketch 
of sermon by Mr James, at St Andrews, 
826-528 ; conference with the King 
at Falkland; 369-371 ; 
the Highland churches, 433 ; publishes 
his Catechism, 443; loses above 400 
merks by it, ib. ; procures the restora- 
tion of John Dykes, 488 ; is seized with 
heavy sickness, 489; addresses General 
Assembly at Burntisland, 490; his 
memorial “Eucharistic and Euctic,” 
after his sickness, 494—500 ; his speech 
at General Assembly at Holyrood- 
house, 546; his bold conduct at Ge- 
neral Assembly called to be held at 
Aberdeen, July 1604, 561; his Letter 
to Synod of Fife, 627 ; is written for, 
to wait on Parliament at Perth, 637 ; 
at St Andrews, and proceedings there, 
642, et seq.; goes to London, 644 ; 
Letter from Imprisoned ministers, 646 ; 
interview with the King at Hampton 
Court, 653; King’s address to Mr 
James, 656; goes to Chapel Royal, 
657; ; 
speech, ib., 660; examined, 662; again 
examined by Privy Council, 665; his 
answers to their questions, 674, 675°; 
proposed to be placed with Bishop of 
Durham, 678 ; ordered to appear be- 
fore Council of England, ib., 679; ex- 


amined, 680; is visited by Law, Bi- 











a visitor of. 





























at the Conference, 659; his - 
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shop of Orkney, 688 ; writes Sir, An- 
thony Ashley, 689 ; his reply, declining 
to reside with Bishop of Durham, 690 ; 
Privy Council’s Letter to the Bishop, 
691; conference with him, 692, 693 ; 
Supplication of ministers detained in 
London to Council of England, 694— - 
697; goes to Lambeth, 698 ; inter-.. 
view, ib.—700; is charged to ward at 
Newcastle, 709; applies for leave to 
remain with his uncle, 710 ; is refused, 
ib. ; his Letter to Conference of Falk- 
land, 739; at Neweastle, 742; his 
second I.etter, 743 ; the elders of Kil- 
rennie petition for his return home, 
761; his Letter to one of the exiled 
ministers, 782. 


Melvill, Mr James, minister at Arbroath, 


uncle of the author, 15, 18, 19, 24, 39, 
78. : 

. James, cousin of Mr James, in Eng- 
land, with his cousin, &e., 171.. 

Sir James, of Hallhill, 133.” 


——— Mr John, minister at Craill, 39. 


John, of Dysart, brother of Rich- 
ard, senior, of Baldowy, 38. 

John, son of Mr James, born, 323., 
Margaret, daughter of Mr James, 
born, 309 ; dies, ib. 
Marjory, sister to Mr James, her 
marriage, 28. oe 

. Patrick, professor in Glasgow Col- 
lege, 84. - 

Richard, of Baldowie, grandfather 
of Mr James, 38; killed at Pinkie, 
ib. : 





Richard, of Baldowie, minister at 
Mariton, or Marie Kirk, father of Mr 
James, 14, 19, 20, 24. 

Robert, brother to Mr Andrew, 
39. Y 
-__ Sir Robert, 34; his-advice to Mr 
Andrew Melvill, 138. 

Roger, burgess of Dundee, uncle 
to Mr James, 38; his character, ib., 


* 39, n., 84, 144; advises Mr James to 


withdraw to England, 167, 168. 

- Thomas, Secretary-depute of Scot- 
land, 38. : 
Thomas, of Dysart, surnamed “the 
Merry Man,” his death, 53. 
Walter, bailie of Montrose, 38. 


Menarthes taught, 49. 
Menmuir, parson of, John Lindsay, (Lord _ 


of Session,) 268. 


INDEX. 


Meréerus, (Mercier,) John, Professor of 
Hebrew at Paris, 40. 

Merchandize, ministers forbidden to prac- 
tise, 350. 

Merchiest®, Laird of, 310. 

Mercurins Gallo-Belgicus, 606. 

Mernes, Mearns, (Kincardine, ) 302. 

Angus and, Superintendent of, 14, 





18. 
Synod of, 715. 
Mernse, George, bailie of St Andrews, 
423. 
Merse, Synod of, refuses Constant Mode- 
rators, 720, 758. ; 
“Metellan. See Maitland. 
Meteor, remarkable, 569. 
Milburne, Dr, an English minister, 781. 
Miln, Mr Andrew, schoolmaster at Mon- 
trose, afterwards minister of Fetter- 
esso, 21, 267, 302. 
Walter, the martyr, 72. 
Minister. or pastor, office of, 93-95, &c. 
Ministers of Edinburgh banished, 26 ; 
their character, 78 ; flee to England, 
167; they return to Scotland, 223; 
right of ministers to teinds, 336; pro- 
vision for their widows, 342 ; censure or 
trial of qualifications, 348; corruptions 
in their office and lives, 347_351; forbid 
to game, keep hostellaries, or practise 
merchandise, &c., 350; again with- 
draw from Edinburgh, 374; Declara- 
tion of the causes of their ‘departure, 
ib.; apology for their leaving their 
flocks, ib.-383; severe laws passed 
against them, 383; how to be elect- 
ed, 391; they are restored, 415; re- 
fuse to declare from the pulpit the 
King’s account of Gowrie’s Conspiracy, 
486 ; for which they are deposed, ib. ; 
charge against, 513; -of Edinburgh 
denounced, 522; Cautions as to vote 
in Parliament, 539; of Edinburgh re- 
possessed in their places, 543 cogain 
overthrown, ib. 
banished and imprisoned, the trial 
of Imprisoned Ministers at Linlithgow, 
619, et seg.; verdict of assize, 6.6; 
Supplication from them: to the King, 
648; first interview with the King, 
653; ministers who went to London 
invited by the King. (See Hampton 
Court, &c.) Departure of the banish- 
ed ministers from Scotland, 669 ; Sup- 











plication of ministers in J.ondon: to 
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Council of England, 694 ; offer of con- 
ference, 735; conditions, 736. 

Minotius, 570. 

Mirritoun, Laird of, executed at Stirling, 
58. 

Mitchell, Mr Adam, minister at Cupar, 
302. 

Mitchelson, Mr John, (minister of Kirk- 
aldy ?) 760. 

Mr John, 798. 

Moderator, office of, 98, 394 ; Constant, 
684, et seq. ; Letter from Privy Coun- 
cil to Presbyteries, to receive, 686, 
715-720 ; proceedings of Convention 
at Linlithgow, 721-729 ; at Falkland, 
770-780, 793, et seq. 

Modification of stipends, 338, 344. 

Modifiers, Lords, of stipends, 188, 344. 

Mombirneau, Monsieur, comes to Scodent 
in the suite of Monsieur d’Obignie, 76. 

Moncreiff, Mr Andrew, minister at Craill, 
289; death, 411. 

Archibald, 703. 

—— Gilbert, physician of James VI., 
48, 73. 

Monipennie, James, fiar of Pitmillie, 292. 

Monro, Mr George, 302, 549. 

Monstrous birth, 525. 

Montague, Dr, Dean of King’s Chana 
666, 753; Bishop of Bath and Wells, 
ib. 

Montgomerie, Captain, 57. 

Mr Robert, made Bishop of Glas. 
gow, 118 ; deposed by the General As. 
sembly, ead excommunicated, 128, 130, 
131 ; act annulled by Parliament, 237, 
241. 

Montrose, 14; system of education in 
the schools there, 16; visited by the. 
plague, 17; bonfire at the Steeple- 
head on birth of James VL, 18; 
school, 20-25; the Greek language 
first taught there, 39; Mr John Durie 
in ward, 139, 408 ; General Assembly 
at, 537; Conclusions and Cautions as 
to vote in Parliament, 538-542; Ge- 
neral Assembly there, 577. 

Earl of, 76, 223; made Chancellor 
of the University of St Andrews, 443; 

.John, one of the High Commission, 

Monypenny, Mr David, Dean of Faculty, 
St Andrews, one of the High Com- 
mission, 788. 

Moral Philosophy taught, 49, 54. 
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Moray, Bishop of, George Douglas, 32; 
Alexander, 787. 

—— Earl of, “ the Guid Regent,” his 
murder, 23, 743. 

the ‘“‘ Bonny” Earl of, slain by the 

Earl of Huntly at Dunibirsall, 294; 

commemorated in songs, ib. ; his body 

openly exposed in the Kirk of Leith, 

ib., 313. 

Synod of, 570. 

Morology, 350. 

Mortimer, Thomas, 553. 

Morton, James Douglas, Earl of, made Re- 
gent, 28; acquires the temporality of 
the bishoprick of St Andrews, 31, 32 ; 
he presents Mr John Douglas, ib.; re- 
fuses to pardon Kirkaldy of Grange, 
35; wishes Mr Andrew Melvill to be 
his chaplain, 45; his policy regarding 
the Kirk, ib. ; resigns the regency, 60; 
his character, ib., 76 ; warned by Skip- 
per Lindsay of a plot against him, 82; 
accused of treason, 116; beheaded, 
117, 118, 161; “guid auld Earle,” 
in Parliament at Perth, 560. 

Mountebanks, 487, n. 

Mountro, (Monro,) Mr John, 573; one 
of the imprisoned ministers at Black- 
ness, 598, 616. 





See Murray. 





NarRRATION of proceedings of the General 
Assembly, July 1605, at Aberdeen, 
570, et seq. 

National Assemblies, 98, 99, 111. 

Natural Philosophy taught, 49. 

Nazianzene, Gregorius, 739. 

New Abbey, Abbot of, Mr Gilbert Brown, 
616. See Broome. 

Newbottle, Lord, 619. 

Neweastle, the Scots fugitive Nobles 
there, 172; Mr John Davidson, made 
their pastor, ib.; resigns in favour of 
Mr James Melvill, ib.; Mr James 
Melvill’s Letter to the Nobles, &c., 
173-181; Order and Manner of Ex- 
ercise, as to Church discipline, &c. to 
be observed, 181-184; Abuses and 
Corruptions in the Kirk, &c , 186-193; 
a fast by the noblemen, 221; James 
Melvill is warded at, 709, 710. 

Nicolson, George, notary, 561, 624; at 
Conference at Hampton Court, 659. 

Mr James, (Bishop of Dunkeld,) 
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Mouse-wobbes, what, 424. 

Murray, David, portioner of Ardet, 292. 

—— Sir David. See Scone. 

—— Mr John, minister of Leith, 571, 
761, 771; proceedings against him, 
762; articles against him, and his an- 
swers, 764; warded at New Abbay, 
765. 

Sir Patrick, employed by the King 

to gain over ministers to the Court, 

403; his diligence, ib.; attempts to 

intimidate Andrew Melvill, 415, 434; 

directed by the King to the Synod of 

Fife, to use influence for the restora- 

tion of Episcopacy, 436, 441. 

Mr William, minister of Dysart, 

293; his bold conduct at General As- 

sembly held at Aberdeen, 561, 564. 

Captain William, chosen provost 
of St Andrews, 313; resigns, 329. 
See Moray. : 

Musculus’ Commentaries, 37. 

Musselburgh, 709. 

Music, and musical 
19e 

Mylles, servant to Laird of Burley, 
313. 

Myritoun, Dr, an English divine, 792. 











instruments, 29, 


minister, 260, 302, 321, 369, 419, 
434, 528, 549; is made'a bishop, 673, 
675; is chosen Moderator of General 
Assembly at Linlithgow, 684, 685, 
701, 715; dies, 716, 729. 
Nicolson, Mr John, advocate, 267, 268. 
Mr John, 754 ; at the Conference 
at Falkland, 770; one of the High 
Commission, 788. 
Mr Thomas, notary, Commissary 
of Aberdeen, 561, 564, 799. 
Mr Thomas, chosen clerk of the 
General Assembly, 415, 571. 
Nizebitt, James, 758. : 
Non-residence of clergy punished by de- 
position, 350. 
Northampton, Ear] of, 658, 680, 692. 
Northberwick, ferry of, 251. . 
Northwitche, (Norwich,) Scotish banish- 
ed Lords yisit, 221; go to London, 
ib. ; 
Norwich, Bishop of, (Dr Bigom,) 678. 
Nottinghame, [arl of, 658, 








—— 
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O. 


Oarns, in turpi causa, 402; by a mini- 
ster at presentation, 794; forin of the 
oath, ib. 

Obignie, Monsieur D’. 
Esnie. 

Ockar, (usury,) 350. 

Ockarers, (usurers,) 400. 

Ciconomus, or (Economer, of College of 
St Andrews, 165, 245. 

Octavians appointed, 330, 508. 

Offences on acts of Parliament, 1584, ani- 
madyersions on, 229-238 ; King’s De- 
claration, 239-243 ; commissioners for 
Kirk’s Supplication, ib., 244. 

Office-bearers in the Kirk, 90, et seq. 

Ogilbie, (Ogilvy,) Lord, 42. 

of Findlater, Sir Walter, 373. 

Oliphant, Mr William, advocate, 619. 


See Stewart, 





Pace, Pasche, (Haster,) 28, &c. ; special 
licence to hold, 297. 

Paisley, Abbot of, with Scotish Lords at 
Berwick, 197. 

Lord of, flees to England, 58. 

Palingenius, 19. 

Papist Lords send secret. dispatches to 
Spain, which are intercepted, 306, 309; 
are excommunicated, 310; rise in 

‘arms against the government, 312; 





are attainted of high treason, 317;. 


flee from Scotland, 319; are recalled, 
‘869 ; absolved from excommunication, 
374, 416; are restored, 435. 

Papists, proceedings against, King James 
VI.’s letter as to, 320, 551. See Er- 
rol, Huntly, &c. 

Paradoxes of Cicero taught, 49, 53. 

Paris, massacre of, 264. See Massacre. 

city of, during massacre, 44, 73. 

University of, 39. 

Parliament, “the Black,” held at Stir- 
ling, 28; Regent Lennox slain, ib. ; the 
Red, 641; why so called, ib. 

held at Edinburgh, 166; the first 

after the King’s majority, 259; at 

Edinburgh, when the Papist Lords 

were forfaulted, 317; enacts severe 

laws against the Kirk, 383, 435. 

vote in, 118, 343, &e. See Vote. 

Parsonages, 334, 338. 

Paseasius, Professor of Mathematics, 39. 

Pasquills. See Verses. 
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Ordination of ministers, 93, 187, &¢. 

Oriental languages taught, 47, 49, 84, 
146. 

Origen, 216, 217. 

Orkney, 126. 

Bishop of. See Law. 

Robert, Earl of, 804; reconciles 
Mr Andrew Melvill and the Laird of 
Burley, 329, 664. 

Orleans, 43. 

Orphans of the clergy, 188. 

Orphelings, (orphans, ) provision for, 342. 

Oswald, Mr Archibald, 760; one of the 
Conte ence at Falkland, 770. 

Ottoman, Francis, Professor of Law at 
Geneva, 42. 

Over Logie, 17. 

Overtures as to the Constant Plat, 547. 








Pastor, Minister or, office of, 93-95, 97 


107, 110, 113, 149, 150; 
391. 

Paterson, Mr George, for Garioch, 302. 

Paton, James, Bishop of Dunkeld, 32. 

Patrimony of the Kirk, 101, 102, 103, 
105, 112, 141, 334. 

Patronage, 106, 112, 151, 153, 195, 332, 
337, 344, 350, 391. 

Patrons, laic, 298. 

Paulis, Dean of, Mr Andrew Melyill 
committed to his custody, 681; the 
warrant, ib., 682; leaves him, 700. 

Paulus V., Pope, King’s two brieves to 
him, 766. See Balmerino. 

Pensions, 332, 335, 344. 

Perjury, 100, 361, 400. 

Pers, (Persia,) Sophie of, 381. 

Perth, 42, 48, 68; Grieffes given in to 
James VI., 129; Convention at, ib.— 
133; plague there, 222; Court of 
Session removed to, 385; Assembly, 
1596, 403; Articles, 406+409 ; earth- 
quake, 525; Parliament at, 560; Sy- 
nod of, after the General Assembly at 
Aberdeen, in October, 1604, 566; 
their proceedings, ib., et seg. ; Parlia- 
ment, July, 1606, at Perth, 636, et 
seq. ; called the Red Parliament, 641 ; 
proceedings of Synod in April, 16U7, 
701-705. 

Pest, (pestilence or plague, ) in Montrose, 
17; rages in Scotland, 222; Parlia- 

3H 


election of, 
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ment held at Dunfermline on account 
of, 226; abates, 245; in Leith, 294; 
in Edinburgh, 575; its violence, 649, 
650. 
Peterborough, Bishop of, (Dr Don,) 678. 
Philip, Mr George, (Henry,) 719. 

Mr Henry, 729, 760; at Confer- 
ence of Falkland, 770; one of the 
High Commission, 788. 

—— II. King of Spain, 262. 

Philomelus, Captain of the Phocenses, al- 
lusion to, 119. 

Philosophy studied, 24, 25,}&c. See 
Aristotle; Glasgow; St Andrews, &c. 

Phocilides taught, 49, 53. 

Physics taught, 49. 

Pinalds, and other musical instruments, 
used in Scotland, 29. 

Pindar taught at St Andrews, 49. 

Pinkie, battle of, Richard Melvill of Bal- 
dowy killed at, 38. 

Pirate, an English, captures a vessel be- 
longing to Anstruther, 257 ; pursued 
and taken by a Scotish man-of-war, 
258; hanged at Anstruther, 259. 

Pirates, singular expedition against, 257- 
259. 

Pitcairn, Robert, commendator of Dun- 
fermline, 35. 

Piteur, “‘ Tutor of,” provost of Dundee, 
276. 

Pitfirren, Laird of, (provost of Dunferm- 
Jine,) refuses admittance to the General 
Assembly warned to be kept there, 
226; his strange death, ib. 

Pitmillie-burn, 168. 

Laird of, 168, 248 ; fiar of, 292. 

Pittenweem, parish of, 3; the church gets 
a separate minister, 5; Mr Nicol Dal- 
gleish appointed, ib., 141, 257, 276. 

Pivareau, College of, Poictiers, 40. 

Plague. See Pest. — 

Plat, the Constant, for modification of 
stipends, &c., 5, 7, 331; “ The New 
and Constant Plat,” 832-345, 346, 
532, 547. 

Plato’s Dialogues taught, 49; his Phae- 
don, &¢., 54. 

Play on marriage of Mr John Colvin, 
performed before John Knox, &c., 27; 
plays at laureation at Universities, 28. 

Plessis, Monsieur du, 739. 

Plot, Gunpowder, 617. 

Pluralities, 399. 

Plusearty, Prior of, 508. 











INDEX. 


Plutarch’s Lives taught, 84, 120. 

Poetry. See Epigram, Epitaph, Verses. — 

Poictiers, in France, 30; College of St 
Marcean, 40; of Pivareau, ib. ; siege 
of, ib., 41. 

Policy of the Kirk of Scotland, 55 ; Heads 
of approved and ratified, 59; received 
favourably by the King, 63 ; approved 

_ by the noblemen, 76, 87-116, 239, 
244, 

Book of, 395. 

Polonians, Danes, Belgians, and French- 
men, students at the University of St 
Andrews, 418. 

Polwart, Mr Andrew, 42, 43, 47; mi- 
nister at Paisley, is made subdean of 
Glasgow, 75. 

—— Laird of, (Sir Patrick Home, Knt.) 
623. 

Polybius taught, 49. 

Pont, Mr Robert, 234, 267, 268, 300, - 
301; minister of Edinburgh, 55 ; pro- 
tests against the acts of Parliament, 
and flees to England, 167 ; moderator 
of the General Assembly, 410, 412, 
415, 528, 549, 588; protests against 
proceedings as to Imprisoned ministers, 
624. 

Poor, 104, 118, 115, 188, 189, 341, 
342, 361. 

Popish reliques, 617. 

Porterfield, Mr John, minister of Ayr, 
302. 

Portus, (Greek Professor at Geneva,) 
his dispute with Mr Andrew Melvill, 
42. 

Potestas jurisdictionis et ordinis, 88. 

utriusque gladi?, 89, 95, 105, 230, 
TST. 

Prayer, public, 160. 

Common, taught in schools, 16; 
in church every morning, 27 ; twice a- 
day, 182. 

Prebendaries, 190, 335, 337, 338. 

Prebends, 112. 

Precentor, or taker up of the Psalm, 104, 
113, 127. 

Prelacies, provision to, 333, 337. 

Prelate, title of, 108, 158. See Bishop. 

Prerogative, Royal, 792. 

Presbyter, office of, 94. 

Presbyteries, 150, 152, 159, 296 ; how 
many? 394 ; jurisdiction of, ib. 

Presentations, 347, 794. 

Prester John, 381. “ 








= 
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Preston, Mr John, of Pennicuick, Collec- 
tor, 622; President of College of Jus- 
tice, one of the High Commission, 787. 

Primarius (Principal) of St Andrews, 25, 
26, &c. 

title given to the Principals of 
Universities, 27, 29. 

Princes, duties of, to the Church, 151, 
152. 

Printing, art of, 32; in St Andrews and 

: Edinburgh, ib. 

Priors and Prioresses, 106; their lands, 
335. 

Private admonitions, 398. 

Privy Council, 192; who are Ecclesias- 
tical Judges to ? 397, 398. 

Conference, 685, 802. 

Profaneness, 340. 

Professors of Theology, have they vote 
in Presbyteries ? 395. 

Progress, King James VI. makes a, 
through the chief burghs, 81. 

Promene. See Progress. 

Prophecies, 33~36. 








QuATORZAIN, by Mr James Melvill, 501. 

Queensferry, 276. 

Questions, the King’s Book of, 385; 
printed with Answers, 890-403; sus- 
pected to be written by Mr John Lind- 
say, 390, n. 523. 


RackEeT-caTcHe, game of, 30. 

Rain, excessive throughout Scotland, 
222 ; on Kellie Law, which deluged the 
country, 230. 

Ramsay, of Balmaine, William, one of the 
High Commission, 788. 

Thomas, minister of Dumfries, one 

of the High Commission, 788. 

Mr Tobias, Moderator of Synod 
of Dunse, 735; warded in Blackness, 
ib. 

Ramus, Professor of Philosophy at Paris, 
40; his Dialectic, 49; his geometry, 
&e., ib., 53. 

Ratification of the Liberty of the true 
Kirk, 294-298. 

Ratifications in Parliament, 332. 

Ravenscraig, 714, n. 

Rayisch, Dr, Bishop of Salisbury, 678. 








835 


Propyne (present) of a Pastor to his 
people, 12; to the King, 30, &c. 

Protestant Convention at Magdeburg, 
57. 

Protestants massacred in France, 27, 
44, 75; contribution for them, 55; 
massacre of Paris, 264; banished 
France, and take refuge in Britain, 
ib. ; subscriptions for their relief, 265. 

Protestation by Ministers to the King, 
526 ; against restoration of Bishops, 
641. 

Provincial Assemblies, 98, 99, 100, 111, 
150, 296, 396, 555. 

Provision for widows of the clergy, 342. 

Prymrose, Mr Peter, 799. 

Psalms, singing, taught and encouraged, 
22; Buchanan’s Latin version, 46 ; 
daily read and expounded, 182. 


_Psellus, his geometry taught, 49. 
Purse, common, to defray the Kirk’s ex- 


penses, 304. 
Pythagoras taught at St Andrews, 49. 


Quhittinghame, Lord, 619. 

Quinquarborius, Professor of Hebrew, 
39. 

Quots of Testaments given to the Bi- 
shops, 781. 


Readers, the office of, in the Church, abo- 
lished, 80, 199. 

Rebuking of ministers, 351. 

Red-eattins, what, 160. 

Red Parliament of Perth, 641; why so 
ealled, ib. 

Reformation in the Kirk, special Heads, 
110. 

Regalities, bailies of, 119. 

Regrating and forestalling, 350. 

Rei ambitus, 348, 541. 

Reid, Mr Robert, 573. 

Reiras, Laird of, 362. 

Reliques, Popish, 617. 

Remolis, Dr, 765. 

Renfrew, parson of, Mr Andrew Hay, 
48. 

Rental of the superplus, 341. 

Reparation of bridges, 115, 342, 561. 
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Reparation of Kirks, 113, 342. 

Restalrig, (Lestarik,) 228. 

Reuclius, 47. 

Rewll, Ringand, (Ninian,) 127. 

Reynolds, Dr, 739. 

Rhetoric taught, 25. 

Riccio, David, his slaughter, 17; his 
burial, 121. 

Richie, Mr James, clerk of the General 
Assembly, his death, 411. 

Riding in Parliament of Perth, 636, 638 ; 
in silk and velvet foot-mantles, 639; 
of Edinburgh, 781. 

Rind, Mr William, minister, 55. 

Ring, use of, in marriage, objected to, 
764, 

Ripon, Dean of, Dr Higgins, (Luggie ?) 
748. 

Rivensheuch, (Rivenfirth,) near Dysart, 
714 


Robertson, David, 573. 

Donald, 571. 

Mr James, minister of Dundee, 

flees to England, 218, 549. 

John, Professor in the New College 

of St Andrews, 84, 245, 314. 

Walter, notary, 564, 574. 

Rochell, 227, n. 

Rochester, Bishop of, Dr 
678. 

Rollock, Mr Robert, studies at St An- 
drews, 86, 300; Principal of the Col- 
lege of Edinburgh, chosen Moderator 
of Assembly, 415; his death, 438, 
528. 

Rope-dancer, 487, n. 














Barlow, 


SABBATH, profaning, 349. 

Sachars, (Sanquhar,) Lord, his offers, 
385. 

Salinacus, Professor of Mathematics, 39. 

Salisbury, Bishop of, Dr Ravisch, 678. 

Dean of, (Mr John Gordon, ) 653. 

Earl of, 658, 692, 706, 708. 

Sallust taught, 46. 

Sanderes, William, 689. 

Saturday vigils, 297. 

Sealiger, Josephus, 178, 279. 

—— Julius, 307. 

Scharpe, Mr David, subdean of Glasgow, 
one of the High Commission, 789. 

John, advocate, 267, 268. 

—— Mr John, minister at Kilrenny, 
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Rose, Mr John, minister at Dumbarton, 
302. ‘ 

Ross, 302; earthquake at, 420, 525. 

Bishop of, 489. See Lindsay. 

Mr James, (John,) 56], 573; one 
of Imprisoned ministers at Blackness, 
598, 616. 

Rotanus, 439. 

Rought, Mr John, 561, 573. 

(Roche,) Mr Robert, 642, 643, 
644, 

Row, Mr John, (minister of Carnock ?) 
742. 

Mr John, minister of Perth, 55; 

his death, 83. 

Mr William, (minister of Ceres, ) 
701; one of the banished ministers, 
741, 761. 

Royal Household, who is Ecclesiastical 
judge to ? 337, 398. 

prerogative, 792. 

Rudiments of Latin Grammar, 17. 

Running, exercise of, 17. 

Russell, David, commissary clerk of St An- 
drews, deposed for falsehood, 127, n. 

David, bailie of St Andrews, 293. 

Lord, Warden of the Borders, slain, 
222. 

Rutherford, John, Dean of Faculty in the 
University of St Andrews, 26, 27. 

Mr John, minister of Kinnouchar, 
CKileonquhar,) 417, 530; leaves the 
ministry and becomes a physician, ib. 

Ruthven, Raid of, 133, 136, 137, 138, 
163; Gowrie beheaded, 166. 

Rye in England, 44. 





























571, 572; warded in Blackness Castle, 
575, 598, 616; banished from Scot- 
land, 669, 670. 

Scharpe, Mr Patrick, Principal of College 
of Glasgow, at Conference at Hampton 
Court, 659, 684, 724, 754, 760; at 
Conference at Falkland, 770; one of 
the High Commission, 788, 797. 

Patrick, (schoolmaster in Glas- ~ 
gow,) 50; receives the instructions of 
Andrew Melvill, ib. 

Scholars, 112. See Schools. 

Scone, Lord, (Sir David Murray,) Lord 
Comptroller, sent down as Lord High 
Commissioner to General Assembl y, 
560, 631, 664; his sacrilegious con- 
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duct at Synod of Fife, 701-705 ; again 
one of the Commissioners, 717; one of 
the High Commission, 787. See Mur- 
ray. 

Schoolmasters, 199. 

Schools, 14 ; common prayer used in, 16, 
Ms) 20-25-39, 112.113, bbs, 188, 
189, 341, 538. 

Scotiseing Genevating Discipline, a tract, 
679. 

Scott, Mr William, (minister of Cou- 

« par,) 386, 489 ; invited to Parliament, 

July 1606, at Perth, 637; at Confer- 
ence at Hampton Court, 660 ; sent for 
‘by Archbishop of Canterbury, 672, 
674,678; accompanies Mr James Mel- 
vill to Bishop of Durham, 692; signs 
Supplication to Council of England, 
697, 707; returns to Coupar, 709 ; 
goes with James Melvill to Lambeth, 
698 ; their interview, ib.-700; one of 
the Conference as to Episcopacy, 760 ; 
one of the Conference at Falkland, 770— 
780. 

Scrymgeour, Mr Alexander, cousin to Mr 
James Melvill, minister, 170, 171, 
549. 

of Glaswell, 14. 

of Geneva, Henry, uncle of Mr 

James Melvill, 30; his death, 42. 

Isabel, wife of Richard Melvill of 

Baldowie, mother of Mr James, her 

death, 15. 

Mr John, (minister of Kinghorn ?) 

. 720. 

Sebastian, grammar of, 21. 

Secret Council, 192. 

Seinzie-week, what ? 330. 

Seminaries of Jesuits, 160. 

for Papists, 206. _ 

Seminary priests, 265, 267, 269, 300, 
305, 555, 798. 

Semple, (Sempill,) Robert, (the Scotish 
Poet,) his ballads, 22, 176. 

Serrano, Seignour, one of the wrecked 
commanders of the Spanish Armada, 
263. 

Serranus, 439. 

Session, Court of, 192; ordained to sit 
at Perth, 385. 

Lords of, 341. 

Seton, Alexander, Prior of Pluscarty, 
or Pluscardin, (afterwards Earl of 
Dunfermline,) President of the Court 
of Session, 368, 508. 
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Sheriffs’ Courts, 192. 

Shrewsbury, Earl of, 692. ~ 

Silver-duty, 332. 

Silverdyk, (now corrupted into Cellar- 
dykes, in the parish of Kilrenny,) 9. 

Sim, Alexander, advocate, 55. 

Simony, 100. 

Simsone, Mr Patrick, minister of Stir- 
ling, 802, 358; Moderator at Confer- 
ence at Falkland, 746, 747, 754; 
chosen Moderator of General Assem- 
bly at Linlithgow, ib.; but Bishop of 
Orkney imposed, 755, 760; not at 
Conference at Falkland, 770; sends 
excuse, 771; 797, 802. 

William, a wizard, 137. 

Singing taught at St Andrews, &c., 22, 
29, 79. 

Skein, John, advocate, 268. 

William, commissary of St <An- 
drews, 26; teaches the civil law, 28, 
29: 

Slander. who judges of, 399, 402. 

Sleidan, a text-book, 49. 

Smeton, in East- Lothian, 227, 228. 

Mr Thomas, his book against 
Hamiltoun “the Apostat,” 33; re- 
turns from the Continent to Scotland, 
61; his marriage, 69; account of his 
conduct abroad, and conversion from 
Popery to Protestantism, 72-74; made 
minister of Paisley, 75; his charac- 
ter, ib., 76; made Principal of Glas- 
gow College, 83 ; his death, 139. 

Smithe, James, burgess of St Andrews, 
falsely accused of slaying Jacques Ar- 
thour, 274; banished the country, ib., 
275; returns from exile, 317; is as- 
sassinated, 421; his character, 423; 
a Lamentation and Verses on his death, 
by James Melvill, 424-433. 

Alexander, teaches James Melvill 
music, 29. 

Smyth, Mr John, (minister of Leslie?) 
warded in Blackness, 735. 

Snape, Mr, 710. 

Somers, Mr, 706. 

Songs by Wedderburn, 23. 

Spain, Ambassador of, 157 ; Court of, 
TOL: 

King of, 262. 

Spaniards, threatened invasion by. See 
Armada. 

Spanish blanks, conspiracy of the, 306, ez 
seq. 
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Spence of Wilmerstone, 260 ; his daugh- 
ter Lucrece married, ib. 

Spense, Mr David, minister at Kirkaldy, 
303, 

Spey Tower, near Perth, 215. 

Spiritual keys, 89, 95, 105. 

Sponsor, “ gossip,” or godfather, 254. 

Sports of youth. See Games. 

Spotswoode, Mr John, minister, Linlith- 
gow, 302, 549. 

Spottiswood, Mr John, (Archbishop of 
Glasgow,) 568, 639 ; at Conference 
at Hampton Court, 659; at Confer- 
ence at Falkland, 770, &c. See Glas- 
gow. 

Spuilzie of teinds, 340. 

St Abb’s-head, 169. 

St Andrews, a great tumult in, 272; 
Laird of Dairsie deposed from being 
provost, and Captain W. Murray 
elected, 513; greatly oppressed there- 
for, ib. ; its ministers deposed, 419. 

Archbishop of, 640, 710; to be 

Constant Moderator of Synod of Fife, 

715, 719, 763; one of Conference 

at Falkland, 771, 787, et seq.; re- 

ordained at St Andrews, 804. See 

Adamson. 

Archbishoprick of, given to Earl 

of Morton, 31 ; who presents Mr John 

Douglas, ib. 

city of, Mr James Melvill invited 

to be minister there, 6; King James 

VI. visits it during his progress, 81 ; 

plague there, 222; uproar, 307, et 

seq.; General Assembly there, 544 ; 

plague, 575. 

haven of, 168; Archbishop’s pier, 














ib. 

Prior of, 126; contest with Mr 

Andrew Melvill, ib., 127, 143, 569. 

Synod of, 245; Archbishop ex- 

communicated, 247, 249; Synod after 

General Assembly at Aberdeen, 565. 

University of, 4, 24; text-books 
used there, 25; -foreign students at- 
tracted 1o by the celebrity of its pro- 
fessors, 31, 42, 48, 47,.77;  nar- 
rowly escapes being burnt, 85; state 
of learning at, 124, 125; threatened 
by the mob, 307; visited and reform- 
ed by James VI., 418. 

St Cuthbert’s, or West Kirk of Edin- 
burgh, 218. 

St George’s day kept, 705; Mr Andrew 
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Melvyill’s. Verses, ib. ; to have been 
magnificently kept at Berwick, but 
stopped owing to death of Earl of Dun- 


bar, 804. 
St Johnstoun, 48, 68; plague there, 
222. See Perth. 


St Leonard’s College, St Andrews, 24, 
31, 293. ae 

St Marcean, College of, Poictiers, 40. 

St Monans, steeple of, 276. qr 

St Ninian’s Kirk, Confederate Lords eB 
camp at, 223. 

Stades, stadia, 420. 

Stanhope, Lord, 692. 

Stationer, travelling, 22. 

Stewart, Esme, Mon. (d’Obignie, Duke 
of Lennox,) arrives in Scotland, and 
becomes the King’s favourite, 76; 
created Duke of Lennox, 82. 116; 
presses the Assembly to restore the 
bishops, 118; loses the King’s favour, 
134; leaves Scotland, ib. ; dies a Pa- 
pist at Paris, 138, 289. 

of Craigiehall, Harie, 623. 

James, (Earl of Arran,) Captain of 

the King’s Guard, accuses Earl of 

Morton of treason, 116; his violence, 

133, 142; made chancellor, ib., 143; 

Angus, Mar, &c., rise against the King 

at Stirling, 165; flees to England, 

166 ; threatens Mr James Lawsone, 

167; his tyrannical proceedings when 

Earl of Arran, 197, 198, 222, 223; 

escapes from Stirling, ib. 

Mr Walter, one of the High Com- 

mission, 789. 

Walter, Prior of Blantyre, 508. 

See Blantyre. 

Colonel William, (a pensioner of 
the Prior of St Andrews, ) receives the 
soubriquet of ‘the Accuser,” for accu- 
sing Andrew Melvill of sedition, 148 ; 
taken in Stirling, 233. 

Stipends, local, 335; victual, ib ; mo- 
dification of, 338, 344. 

Stirling, Mr James Melvill invited to be 
minister, 6; and again, 136; General 
Assembly there, 63; Angus, Mar, &c., 
rise against the King, 165 ; flee to 
England, 166; Earl of Gowrie taken 
at Dundee, and beheaded at Stirling, 
ib.; Confederate Lords besiege and 
take Stirling, 223 ; terms proposed by 
King, ib. ; Lords’ answers, 224; tak- 
ing of Stirling, 253; Marquess of 
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Huntly confined in Castle, previous to 
his being loosed from excommunica- 
tion, 797. 

Stirling Castle, rendered to the Confe- 
derate Lords, 225; this circumstance 
known in London within forty-eight 
hours ! 226. 

Mr William, minister, Dunblane, 
302. 

Straiton of Lauristoun. See Lauristoune. 

Strangers, provision to, 342. 

Strathauchsone, Mr John, minister, 302. 

Strathbogy, 302, 314; house of, cast 
down by King James VI., 319. 

Stratocles, 120, 193. 

Strauchane, Mr Alexander, minister at 
Raith, 573 ; warded in Blackness Cas- 
tle, 575, 598, 616; is banished from 
Scotland, 669, 670. 

Mr John, 724; one of the High 
Commission, 788. 

Suffolk, Earl of, 658; his son married to 
Earl of Dunbar’s daughter, 804. 








At 


Tacks, long, 332; of teinds, 339, 344. 

Taker up of the Psalm, or precentor, 
104, 118, 127. 

Taleus’ Rhetoric taught at St Andrews, 
49, 53. 

Tamtallon, Castle of, 170. 

Tartarie, Cham (Khan) of, 381. 

Teind-sheaves, 335, 338. 

Teinds, (tithes,) 151; the Kirk’s just 
right, 333, 334; minister’s right to, 
336 ; valuators of, 338 ; tacks of, 339 ; 
spuilzie of, 340; King’s right and re- 
lief, 345. 

Terence taught, 21, 46. 

Teviotdale, 757. 

Theft, Border, 190, 400. 

Theocritus taught at St Andrews, 49. 

Theognides taught at St Andrews, 49. 

Theology studied at St Andrews, &c., 49; 
have professors of, vote in Presby- 
teries? 395. 

ake College of, 189. 

Thieves, Highland and Border, 400. 

Thomson, Richard, 571. 

Thrids (thirds) of teinds, 334, 335. 

Tinemouth, 221. 
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Sumptuary laws, 781. 

Superintendent, office of. See Woundrom, 
(Windram,) &c. 

Superplus, 332, 334, 335; rental of the, 
341; division of the, 342. 

Supplication of ministers imprisoned at 
Blackness to ing, 613; of ministers 
detained in London to Privy Council of 
England, 694-697. 

Surplice, use of, in Divine service, 764. 

Suspension of ministers, 150. 

Sutherland, province of, 758. 

William, of Duffus, 373. 

Swimming, exercise of, taught and en- 
couraged, 17. 

Swinton, Mark, of Inverkeithing, 623. 

Sword, power of, 89, 95 ; civil, 105, 230, 
757. 

Synodal Assemblies, 111, 130, 150, 
153, 395 ; Articles proponed by King, 
627. 

Syntax publicly taught, 17. 

Syriac, taught at St Andrews, 42, 49. 





Tornebus, Andreas, Professor of Greek 
at Paris, 40. 

Tortus, Matheus, his work, 766. 

Touching for King’s evil, or cruels, (es- 
crouelles,) 657. 

Toungland, Lord (Abbot) of, Commis- 
sioner from the King to the Synod of 
Fife, 441. 

Tower-stairs, Mr James Melvill, &c. em- 
bark at, 711. 

Tranent, 228. 

Travelling stationer, 22. 

Trent, Council of, 301. 

Trial or censure of ministers, 348. 

Triplici nodo triplex cuneus, 766. 

Trojan horse, Mr David Ferguson’s si- 
mile, and Mr Andrew Melvill’s Verses 
on, 437, 529. 

Trunshman, (érucheman,) an interpreter, 
262. 

Tulchain bishops, what, 31, 48, &c. 

Tumult in Edinburgh, 517. 

Turks, 191, 201, 203. 

Tusculans of Cicero taught at St An- 
drews, 49. 

Tweeddale, 758. 


~ 
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Twelfth night, 781, n. 
Tygurie, Archbishop Adamson writes to 
Reformed Church at, 141, 148, 154; 


U. 


Unron of England and Scotland propo- 
sed, 554, 555, 557, et seq. 

Universal Kirk, 89, 101, &c. 

Universities, order to be observed, 95, 
110; lands doted to, 335, 336; have 
regents and masters votes in Presby- 
teries? 395; can they be excommu- 
nicated ? 402; to be provided, 538. 


V. 


VacaBonp beggars, 361]. 

Vaintham, (Wathand,) Dr, Bishop of 
London, 678. 

Valerius pratensis, 570. 

Valuation of teinds, 338. 

Valuators, “ Austimators of the valor of” 
teinds, 338. 

Vaudemont, Count, brother to Duke of 
Lorraine, 663, 664, 667. 

Velvet foot-mantles for riding in Parlia- 
ment, 639. 

Verity, chair of, (the pulpit,) 790. 

Verses, 44, 60, 140, 161, 270, 309, 420, 
421, 424-433, 437, 488, 494-501, 
641, 682, 683, 706, 707. 

Vicarages, 334, 338. 

Vicars’ lands, 335. 
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his Articles, 148-153 ; Mr Andrew 
Melvill’s Letter, 154-164. 
Tyrie, Father, the Jesuit, 44. 


Upslaw, in Norway, King James VI. 
lands there, 277. 

Urened, what, 270, n. 

Urquhart of Tullo, John, 373. 

Usury, 100; forbidden, 356; punish- 
ment of, 400. 

Uzziah, story of, 420. 


Victual modified for stipend, 335. 
Vigils, Saturday and other, 297. 
Vilet, the, near Geneva, 42. 

Virgil taught at St Andrews, &c., 
21, 46, 49. 

Virginals, and other musical instruments, 
29. 

Virtutibus, Cicero de, taught, 49. 

Visitation of Kirks, &c., 98, 107, 150, 
409; 758, 795. 

of hospitals, 195. 

Vote in Parliament for the Kirk, 118, 
343, 441; whether ad vitam, 442; 
arguments for and against, 447, et seq. ; 
number to be admitted to vote, 457 ; 
debated at Montrose, 470, et seq. ; 
534, 537, 559. 


phe 





W. 


WALDEGRAVE, Robert, printer, 306. 

Walden, Lord, married to Earl of Dun- 
bar’s daughter, 804. 

Wales, part of Spanish Armada wrecked 
on coast of, 262. 

Walkinschaw, Mr Patrick, subdean of 
Glasgow, one of the High Commission, 
789. 

Wallace, Mr Robert, minister at St An- 
drews, 329, 417 ; is interrupted, while 
preaching, by the King, 418; is de- 
posed, 419; at Conference at Hamp- 
ton Court, "660, 678; ordered to ap- 
pear before.Council of England, ib., 
680; signs Supplication to English 
Council, 697, 707 ; charged to confine 
himself to Lawder, 709. 


Walsingham, Mr Secretary, (the Eng- 
lish ambassador,) protects the Pro- 
testants during the Massacre of Paris, 
75. 

Walwode, John, 275 ; returns from exile, 
318. 

Mr William, Professor of Law in 
St Andrews, his quarrel with Hendrie 
Hamilton, 272, 275. 

Wapinshawings, 305. 

Warden-raid, Lord Russell slain, 222. 

Watertoune, William, 700. 

Watson, Mr William, minister of Edin- 
burgh, in ward, 244; flees to Fife, 
374, 517; is invited to Parliament at 
Perth, July 1606, 637; sent for by 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 672, 678 
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signs Supplication to English Council, 
697 ; to confine himself to Burntisland, 
709. 

Wedderburn’s Songs, 22. 

Weekly exercise, 795. 

Weems, Mr John, commissary of St An- 
drews, 760; at Conference at Falk- 
land, 770; one of the High Commis- 
sion, 788. 

Weir, (Vere?) David, rope-dancer, 487, n. 

Welsche, Mr John, minister at Air, 
warded in Blackness, 575, 616; his 
trial at Linlithgow, 620, et seg. ; ver- 
dict of assize, 626; takes leave of his 
friends before sailing into banishment, 
669, 670. 

Westminster, 222, 645, 804. 

Dean of, 653. 

Whale, a large, comes ashore on Kin- 
crag Sands, 331. 

Whitehall, 692, 706, 709. 

Widows of the clergy, 189; provision 
for, 342. 

Widdringtoun, Sir Harrie, (Governor of 
Berwick,) 171; his lady’s kindness to 
the banished ministers, ib., 197, 198, 
221; takes care of Mr James Mevill’s 
infant, ib. 

Wigton, 302. 

Earl of, 664; John, 758; 770; 

one of the High Commission, 788, 

797. 








N. 


York, Archbishop of, (Dr Mathow,) 645, 
678. ; 

Young, Alexander, returns from Gene- 
va, 30, 48. 

Mr And. minister of Dunblane, 33. 

Mr (afterwards Sir) Peter, of Se- 

ton, pedagogue, or tutor to James VI., 

38, 48, 508, 664. 








ZERUIAH, sons of, cited, 286. 
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Wilkie,;Mr James, Principal of St Leo- 
nard’s College, 26 ; his death, 290. 
Robert, Principal of St Leonard’s 
College, 298, 308, 386, 549, 643, 
724; one of the High Commission, 

788. 

—— Mr Robert, minister at Irving, 
302. 

Winchester, Bishop of, (Dr Bilsoun,) 
678, 700. 

Dean of, Dr Abbots, 748. 

Wishart, John, 572, 573. 

Witchcraft, 300. 

Witches, one burnt at St Andrews, 58; 
Bishop Adamson accused. of consult- 
ing, 127, 1387; one executed at Edin- 
burgh, 137; practise enchantments 
against James VI. and his Queen, 
279. 

Wittenberg, Philip Melancthon, 14. 

Wolmistone, Laird of, (Spence of Wor-. 
miston?) Regent Lennox slain at Stir- 
ling in his arms, 28. See Spence. 

Wood of Streavithie, Andrew, 145, 292. 

Mr Robert, 4. 

Worcester, Ear] of, 658. 

Works, common, 361. 

Woundrom, (Windram,) Mr John, Su- 
perintendent of Fife, 55. 

Wrestling, exercise of, practised, 17. 

Wyshart, Mr George, (the martyr,) 14, 
122 











Youngson, Mr Robert, 573, one of the 
Imprisoned ministers, 616. 

Yrewing, (Irving ?) John, 250. 

Yuill, Yule, or Christmas, passim. Prov. 
“To repay a Yuill commoun at 
Pasche,” 274; special licence to hold, 
297. 


Zetland, James, Lord, 304. 


THE END. 
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